6th-8th Grade Chorus & Wildcat Voices
Handbook

2025-2026

Welcome!

This school year in the WMS Chorus Department is going to be incredible. We hope that you are
as excited as we are to get started on some truly wonderful and challenging music, take
advantage of new performing opportunities, make recordings, get involved with Junior Districts,
and so much more.

The Weston Public Schools hold a rich and long-lasting tradition of musical excellence. We will
strive to further such traditions and excellence with you. The success of our Choral Program
begins in the elementary schools, gains momentum at the middle school level, and peaks with a
display of vocal maturity, strong rehearsal and performance practice, and well-sung challenging
repertoire in high school.

We emphasize the concept of ensemble, or team/family. As a member of our team, you are
making a commitment to do your part in making the Choral Program as successful as possible,
both in rehearsal and at performances. We will fine-tune everyday life skills throughout the year
as the rehearsal setting has been proven an excellent place to do just that. The utilization of
social, cognitive, kinesthetic, expressive, logical, linguistic, cooperative, and comprehensive
skills is what will make this year a success.

Membership in Chorus at Weston Middle School presupposes that a student wishes to sing,
perform, and learn, and that students and parents understand a high level of focus, maturity,
and excellence is expected during rehearsal and performances.

Within this Handbook, you will find information about evaluation, procedures, extracurricular
offerings, dress requirements, mandatory dates, and other relevant materials.



After singers and parents have carefully read this document, please fill out the appropriate
Commitment Form electronically by Friday, September 19, 2025.

Here we go!l!

Course Descriptions

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Choruses at Weston Middle School meet twice a week. Each
chorus occurring during the regular school day is open to any student who enjoys
singing and is willing to commit to a group performance effort. During rehearsals,
students are expected to concentrate on greater refinement of previously acquired
choral skills. Such skills include diction, articulation, dynamics, music reading, and
producing an appropriate musical sound. Emphasis on part-singing and sight reading is
also incorporated into the curriculum. Repertoire will be selected from varying time
periods, styles, languages, and genres.

Wildcat Voices meets once per week at Weston Middle School in addition to monthly
rehearsals before school on Thursday mornings (X Block). This specialized vocal
ensemble is made up of members who auditioned and were accepted into the group.
Here, we rehearse and perform a wide variety of more challenging repertoire
personalized for smaller vocal ensembles. Because we rehearse only one time per
week, strong musicianship and focus will be required of you at all times in rehearsal.
You will also need to practice your music on your own outside of rehearsal for our
ensemble to be as successful as possible. We will be participating in new and fun gigs
as well as a few recording sessions throughout the school year. Therefore, you must be
willing to sing out, take creative risks, and always give 100%. It is expected that
members of the Wildcat Voices audition for Jr. Districts.

Purpose of the 6th-8th Grade Chorus and Wildcat
Voices

To advance musicianship and life skills on an individual and ensemble basis
To promote responsibility, leadership, and self-discipline

To encourage lifelong appreciation and performance of music

To provide opportunities for the diverse student population



Expectations and Assessments

e Grades in 6th-8th Grade Chorus and Wildcat Voices are based on the singer’s willingness
and work to achieve what they are capable of as an individual musician and as a
positively-contributing member of the ensembles. There is no penalty if a singer cannot
yet read music. Those skills will be improved throughout the school year. Gum chewing
and the use of cell phones and laptops unless directed to use in rehearsal will negatively
impact a singer’s grade. The Chorus Room is a device-free room.

e Assessment Breakdown:

o Daily Grade 50%
(cooperation, teamwork, participation, preparedness, rehearsal technique)

o Performance Grade 30%
(this includes timeliness and proper concert dress)

o Part Check/Comprehensive Musicianship/Concert Reviews/Sight Singing
20%

Performance Attendance (All Groups) and Extra
Rehearsals (WCV Only)

e There are four mandatory concerts this year. Attendance at each is required. If a singer
misses a required performance due to illness or family emergency, a make-up
assignment will be given. Notification of the illness or emergency must be given to Mrs.
Cote/Mr. Eldridge in advance of the performance by a parent. Please make note of the
extra rehearsals (for Wildcat Voices), concert, and snow dates in your personal
calendars now. Dates are listed later in this Handbook. Please note:

o Homework, sports activities, rehearsals for other shows/performances, birthday
parties, vacations, and recitals, for example, are not considered valid reasons for
being absent from a concert.

o Parents of students anticipating transportation issues affecting their singer’s
concert participation should contact me prior to a concert. We will make every
effort to help facilitate the singer’s participation.

o Singers who do not live in Weston may have the opportunity to stay at school



between the end of the school day and the extra rehearsal or concert.

Concert Dates (All Groups) and Required Additional
Rehearsals (WCV)

e Click this link to add the WMS Chorus ‘25-'26 Google Calendar to
your own Google Calendar to easily see all concert dates for the
whole school year on your Google Calendar!

e Here are the dates also listed below:
o MS/HS Chorus Masquerade
m  Wednesday, October 29, 2025, 7:30pm, WHS Auditorium
m Call time 6:30pm (subject to being adjusted slightly)
o WMS Winter Chorus Concert
m  Wednesday, December 10, 2025, 7:00pm, WHS Auditorium
m Calltime 6:15pm
m  SNOW DATE: Thursday, December 18, 2025
o Spring Sing
m  Wednesday, March 11, 2026, 7:00pm, Field School Gym
m Calltime 6:15pm
m  SNOW DATE: Thursday, March 12, 2026
o WMS Spring Chorus Concert
m  Wednesday, May 27, 2026, 7:00pm, WHS Auditorium
m Calltime 6:15pm
o Music Department Field Trip
m Thursday, June 11, 2026; all day event
o Wildcat Voices X-Block Rehearsals 7:35am-8:30am (does not apply to 6th-8th
Grade Chorus)
m Thursday, September 18, 2025
Thursday, October 23, 2025
Thursday, November 20, 2025
Thursday, January 22, 2026
Thursday, March 5, 2026
Thursday, April 2, 2026
Thursday, May 26, 2026


https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_p9gabr0o2ut8689khok3qbf834%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York

e Note: other concert and performance opportunities will become available throughout the

school year (ie: caroling, nursing home sings, and town/sporting events, etc.). Singers are

expected to be willing to participate at additional performance opportunities.

Concert Dress

e White, long or short-sleeved blouse (must have some sort of sleeve), long black skirt or

dress pants, black tights, black dress shoes. Scarves will be added for singers in

Wildcat Voices - color of singer’s choice.

o

o

o

o

o

Sample black dress shoes

Sample white blouse

Sample black dress pants
Sample long black skirt

Sample long black skirt

OR

e White, long-sleeved button-down shirt, black dress pants, necktie for 6th-8th Grade

Chorus - bowtie for Wildcat Voices, black dress shoes and dark socks.

o

Students having trouble securing any of the above items should see us as soon
as possible for assistance.

T-shirts, polos, leggings, jeans, sneakers, and Uggs are not considered acceptable
concert attire.

Concert dress requirements do not apply to the Masquerade Concert.
Remember: 50% of a choral performance is visual. You are standing in front of
your audience and not blocked by instruments and music stands. You must look
professional and presentable! Represent yourself, your family, our ensemble, and
our school well. Proper concert dress is part of your concert grade.

Sample necktie

Sample black dress pants

Sample white button down shirts

Sample black dress shoes



https://www.amazon.com/DREAM-PAIRS-Little-Nubuck-Ballerina/dp/B00YFHFWAW/ref=sr_1_15?crid=2H4KG0Y0MDZS9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pZGkJwR6IZNAUhXMuMV5qgTib7RONQeIxraGmak7P6SFLBOXqR9U6WXvyjQ-W_y3zDH0tiuvh7m2VaWqALWv2f09_76pSOzSpV91kQnzfkJXYKj9Q9F2BkB556RsoNWN-E6EfZ4GF_AKaK3sCDLjYe6mCtoQlOvhg2q4CytxcQMg1w52R-cRwwxIawf4TNy6MxI0dKYJzTO5LeJgC_htwzfhnch0hQpUOCdufUGGcE-qyWuJ6ZoGedpozAtY2_9bx9Tz3LiAUGhpG-3345SL46BSEzh0m7r9hWVv_uwY-Ds.jtK_X25GTnRpGdzACCnBLdaNvuX83oduvBQ5CFgCP18&dib_tag=se&keywords=black+dress+shoes+for+girls&qid=1724686231&sprefix=black+dress+shoes+for+girls%2Caps%2C141&sr=8-15
https://www.amazon.com/J-Ver-Womens-Wrinkle-Free-Stretch-Regular/dp/B09VXY6W8C/ref=sr_1_5?crid=3ODDMU8BTTUS2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BbQG3Facslaom4c8RObKetbbtbu7-RZC_-qEeFDUYYDDTx74P5aloZYZt6_oqBeT0cFh_djXQOxtBuhLZpx-V13V8jTnCN2qvHaBbHdxmShmk5z3Y0XeA_kFjhaaSosDGRHeyILzQWq_ploYchygMkKOuYAqs8UKon6FxPGwAM5gYd1e9G87qFRo2L_dHc2eM6AGMUtBkzLQxVJR4HY2Joc00H5hPzeQWdfrcCo9QLrWvO3bwGti25Y4CPHH7fTxDElhhYMPN-pb3Adj7u6bgElUlZwLrjzYiD-CBJeyN0w.vGAJsLRi2HejnaR8Ktd10AiOyiBZyEbcaDXjAJip57w&dib_tag=se&keywords=white+dress+shirt+women&qid=1724689137&sprefix=white+dress+shi%2Caps%2C118&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/LEE-Womens-Motion-Regular-Trouser/dp/B07R43X24C/ref=sr_1_8?crid=HGV69LXPKWNI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.njH0xXsSwfD48ISrwEuZm2XD9xJHdFnJX0CZwSUqy8TulmKBea2HcNmQLsG_c1cTYR-i814reJKvXcAEbO-e2VDF-YfCQKlKZtx9PD6bbP9v118ntXqzCkD0cfycbMtnD5ipkEGrV9Iu3a5OJLAudxnnQMhtLwridlRKX6BodoyLKzMC3SqTnDqn8cQD-P93PLBqoczZO62ighlPYJHHy3G025bXbqaB2p1QOqWLiOwQbxc_Rb3x2CAv3k0jvZ8lxSkQClUnzgyGfXITANFdTJi1zGX4ejn4MMfomagyFXk.AxjLvD1yQA-jVXGa3tkjK67zRV8kp1qmbTvyfptPc1s&dib_tag=se&keywords=womens+black+dress+pants&qid=1757507100&sprefix=womens+black+dress+pant%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.com/Leafsay-Womens-Summer-Elastic-Pockets/dp/B0DT8ZNXJ2/ref=sr_1_7?crid=1PJPN86E5FEB8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hPCDL6DKrC45Gq-XhKjQH4jSzN90lc2Uyenz2JrfK5NyypHGO24W5N8OWES4APzgTDaZsxjLf7H06AytyaTp5WrSvg5_U_CitRPup68OLzGxbxYOEby8d1MRz_2ZiUiJNNpGVtfQ6PX0DOFVhfHwZ1xRT-LWFMTcD-pw0p1gpaEVUeHgXp5n2RwklDL4tAkqz7FT41L3ZQ2qhubVqdxSArXl9la4Yxy40mggYqH3QUQM2HXZBEtRJkCAMCEbwect3iZjY_woS-5iRFIUiJXn6k1sVw-BBE-RLrrlU20R0BU.HJ7nwb8L09D4e3u13TwyjCuEAr9nIjbOZDddMe8l6kw&dib_tag=se&keywords=womens+long+black+skirt&qid=1757506765&sprefix=womens+long+black+skir%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-7
http://amazon.com/Urban-CoCo-Versatile-Stretchy-Black-Long/dp/B01J9QW3QE/ref=sr_1_18?crid=36YQ2LA6SBJL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.JeNTucecjJCe-UAQ3jwUS1EqART1BtyWKtwLNbsSM5w590nB7aNcwi-1yMS8gZPAe7lS21ZtFja3zlfVF_IoqIlZK81hfB74c3E5A-yeaTcMxoUzYYoRBpCWOEY2zz5g4QvaZoiKNCDEbiqR4QSyyVocV1NXWjU8JfwsRceNbQ6dpYJl28HFxMfrhwXvrJ-9p7H0UDEpbCCkDqhwMkuBdbZMzdancFsw1yZjoUm-fr-sveGqx3-mXCmU5XeDje5vodDZ2alur891XOb4av6wzsRXYeeoxAClCpx0P5vmqRw.1pCPtNoHWMq4Ua1kyuZtvVnewRwDEZDipoxspuiQWaI&dib_tag=se&keywords=womens+black+skirt&qid=1757507004&sprefix=womens+black+skirt%2Caps%2C175&sr=8-18
https://www.amazon.com/RBOCOTT-Business-Wedding-Formal-Necktie/dp/B081R8FG2Z/ref=sr_1_8?crid=17HX98F097UBA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3-GuD68FhBLxtsX1NDIp1GGod8ke7hnZNtVYkRpzj6lZA4S7f_eSnKIDWyv-jkzoZsaWbBU7dTmMFRUmNw45Ebv60kHHoyrU4vfrqxcu00x5sv3NJ8aA8-SCh77byIg8m77SGzcO7OoIrSJR69tFaI9hl1urSGpOjeJyAtg-xt_x6LbdWmmAhrotjfBYcbFyp6nYNDFKIgoKt0wqfk-ZnFTqQDSFIuNBQc7PxQIP_0jlyWXfcPGHhKHyzp2dJZytU0g3BeN__sVkmZfOB_SI5l8ZQ7P6WkSD6kUdWdZSxdY.AIPmMRO2UqSa8CFRJxL6bSzP-7EpM_1RbWB9_T985yA&dib_tag=se&keywords=neckties+for+men&qid=1724685909&sprefix=neckties%2Caps%2C128&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.com/Gioberti-Front-Dress-Pants-Black/dp/B00LJ7T6VM/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=2HRYD1MWANCU4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bFUBlqd5_Hy4Ql7g1ZHsT3KsdcmRwuPZXbydCBR9bQWUdxd0s9KYszMiRXs018bO0axFywwgUNkGtKtcAl1x2DvuTqrxbZpzPns5vL2TjvUIvrde80NF4cbBvE461ZoToYIs0kOcsteCmYTsbqUwECVWMZ9J9ADavnIHemhyHBgClHsMR6FyztswyCHkyQIErg9b7PZ4zDe-6FBekAllsHWSaUPYtXCfkFiP-6Nzo9HLv02iT-wUNwW7ixAkxkM7bceZnYy1WAeS7mB_l0O0DJmCS0B5n2_eMyfWMKvZOAg.5IpbR3trXiZ1Tasj2bX4EfYUeSkjxNRJPAcT0Gf4M08&dib_tag=se&keywords=black+dress+pants+for+boys&qid=1724685983&sprefix=black+dress+pants%2Caps%2C106&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Place-Sleeve-Uniform-Oxford/dp/B01EMLQBAU/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=24LFE7OC3PY63&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DkdGzkbrOWJL3WjLB78rPuzi9dnEsb0BtTmwp7L_Wl_GO_VAy2jon8MImuhu-04wtttltEEOAGj_rm28KzCF_DEPjJ-qin5yZHQfdD6kdBDmA-S3WgeRhfpd3UUBIU2drSCqS_m06Lt6kf80kYoadA6itRofIaXqp0cUc2x_d1dw78NlXma8TjJWwYnnn_xMHF62AjoTHZw1pgMnDWd7MbgmIzpT5vzC1_ZA9nYnc0YjXIraLOvfecp5vI8E3omD-rnUmyCAb8dtPbTu9rIvAgc89lNGhiVSSIgCVsuSk4k.65254Jr7242qNQ2gyRpI4ZlRXGjf1Mmjy7o3Me7QrzI&dib_tag=se&keywords=white+button+down+shirt+for+boys&qid=1724686029&sprefix=white+button+dofor+boys%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Place-boys-Sneaker-Black/dp/B08HMHX37H/ref=sr_1_5?crid=XTY2P4O3WLXJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.T7HyeNyLRl8GtOKJTBXnJ1ABZsCZjn6LMX4rYhnwvipJAyipCyR4q8hl8nI9tFwEOE7N0EgUZnBv1yYN3tsouK-Jsr2Nx4it4HXLqu1mQKEzPidBWMvUyYcDrDCKbAjFRaBg3jrzCeVWOpvbe1ElpNUIqQH7VjQwKnPmhhgbpJCMA1pkbjtyLegVbdttGf9DOGT8mMtV-hpyN3sE1IUyLsYDipGghwv0FIT_di1D-n3lZHpJCWgLKvNZTQdITVT-h7M5Q88ZLpxE4Xq0uo6KoPYLaEGzKs7KosOJDMYYjaQ.gl_2et-V_7aJjIN64NxNguDHh6KjmG6A2cUfhD-div0&dib_tag=se&keywords=black+dress+shoes+for+boys&qid=1724686078&sprefix=black+dress+shoes%2Caps%2C154&sr=8-5

Part Checks

Electronic Part Checks will take place throughout the school year and will involve making
audio (NOT video) recordings of the music in our repertoire at that time.
The purpose of the Part Checks:
o To confirm that each singer is performing their vocal part properly (rhythmically,
pitch-wise, with proper technique, musically, etc.)
o To confirm that | have taught the repertoire correctly
o To provide me the opportunity to hear each voice individually to confirm there is
no evidence of unhealthy singing/vocal damage, especially since the singers’
voices are changing.
o The Part Checks will be assigned well in advance of their due dates.

Private Voice Lessons

It is highly recommended that students, especially those experiencing the side effects of
the changing voice, strongly consider taking private voice lessons in addition to our
in-school rehearsals. In lessons, students have the opportunity to work on our Chorus
repertoire, audition music, and/or any style of vocal repertoire they want including
Broadway, classical, jazz, pop, etc. Additionally, signers will build on their music theory
and aural skills, and continue to grow as a healthy, strong vocalist.

Click here to access the 2025-2026 Private Lesson Program Sign-Up Form. Singers can
also get a list of recommended vocal coaches from Ms. Cote or Mr. Eldridge.

Music Department Field Trip

On Thursday, June 11, 2026, musicians in the performing ensembles at Weston Middle
School have the opportunity to perform for a panel of judges and then spend a day at Six
Flags New England. This day marks a great bookend to the school year. As thisis a
privilege and not a right, members of the performing ensembles must be considered “in
good standing” throughout the year in order to participate. An ensemble member in
good standing:


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdy8x3_9a7VuYOTETTGAzcUljkmXzWkK0sU5XCAVxcx0yFgRg/viewform?formkey=dEFtWW1SdmdCcHdid285ajlsclp5NGc6MQ

o s afocused, positive, active participant in all rehearsals
o Completes all Part Checks
Attends all required concerts and is a full, positive participant at those concerts

News and Notes Newsletter (WCV and 8th Grade
Chorus Only)

o A weekly newsletter is sent out to students and parents involved with Wildcat Voices and
8th Grade Chorus on Sundays. The newsletter is filled with important information,
updates, and all relevant information regarding all of Mr. Eldridge’s vocal ensembles in
the Middle and High Schools. It is imperative that singers and parents read through the
News and Notes each week.

Extra Credit Opportunities

e Anonline form will be made available to singers on Google Classroom to fill out as an
opportunity to receive extra credit. Within the form, they may review a
non-school-related artistic performance (concert, theatrical production, art show, dance
recital, for example). Singers may use the form to review as many events as they would
like for extra credit.

Parental Support

e Parental involvement is an integral part of a successful music program. Parents should
attend performances, encourage students to practice at home, and become active in the
WHS Vocal Department.

e Parent volunteers are needed to assist with after-concert receptions, ticket sales,
supervision, decorations, etc.

e Our Weston Friends of Music volunteers and Chorus Liaison will be contacting parents
via email to elicit support. We encourage your involvement in whatever capacity you
can. There is a section of the Parent Commitment Form to sign-up for different
volunteer opportunities.

e Thank you to Anna Berger for leading the Weston Friends of Music!



Weston Friends of Music

Weston Friends of Music is a parent volunteer group that supports the Middle and High
School music programs. Weston has one of the best music programs in the country and
a big reason is the parents. If you want to get involved behind the scenes, Weston

Friends of Music is the group to join. Join us! We welcome new ideas and suggestions
for ways to enrich our music program.

Additional Ensemble Opportunities

MMEA Jr. Districts (7th-9th Graders)

o

The Massachusetts Music Educators Association (MMEA) will conduct their
annual Eastern District Junior High School Honor Ensembles Festival on Friday
and Saturday, March 6 and 7, 2026.

Here, musicians from school in the Eastern District of the Commonwealth
audition for performance ensembles made up of the top 7th through 9th grade
singers and instrumentalists. Accepted sopranos and altos will be placed in
either the Treble Choir or Mixed Chorus. Accepted tenors and basses will be
placed in the Mixed Chorus.

Auditions will take place at Bedford High School on Saturday, January 31, 2025.
Audition materials are available on Google Classroom and more information will
be provided as auditions get closer.

Click here for the MMEA Eastern District website.

Commitment Forms

After singers and parents/guardians have carefully read this Handbook and have had
any questions answered by Mrs. Cote or Mr. Eldridge, singers will fill out and submit the
Student Commitment Form and parents/guardians will fill out and submit the Parent
Commitment Form. Use the links provided or find the forms on Google Classroom.

Forms should be submitted by Friday, September 19, 2025.

o

o

WMS Student Commitment Form
WMS Parent Commitment Form

Looking forward to an amazing year of singing!


https://www.mmeaeasterndistrict.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxLbrtGvQuFfnAK45Hip_5y5yCAMkugHN_bLz4EQUNCRzICw/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZ829sIV7fVu9Pcbt6X0RRIk1F7KbgfRlRiQCC2g_irKSx6A/viewform?usp=preview

-Mrs. Cote, 6th-7th Grade Choruses (coteh@weston.orq)
-Mr. Eldridge, 8th Grade Chorus, Wildcat Voices (eldridgej@weston.orq)



mailto:coteh@weston.org
mailto:eldridgej@weston.org
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