
2020 Ornithology Camp Učka Nature Park, Croatia 
 

Because of COVID-19 we are not sure 
if this event will take place this year  

(updated 06/06/20) 

The Ornithology camp will be open from August 2020 to October 2020 

It is a legal requirement in Croatia to have travel insurance 

About the Ornithology Camp 
The Ornithology Camp in the Učka Nature Park, Croatia is a project run by BIOM a Croatian NGO. It has been 
collecting data about migrating birds for over 10 years and starts in the middle of August and runs for 8 weeks 
every year. The birds are trapped in mist nets and then collected to be measured, weighed, rung and then 
released. In 2014 a project was started to restore the surrounding disused meadows that are a haven for 
meadow flowers, butterflies and insects. These meadows have become overgrown with Blackthorn (Prunus 
spinosa) and while we are there, we help clear more blackthorn ready to be burnt in the winter. More…. 

How to attend 
To attend the camp you need to contact BIOM’s Volunteer co-ordinator to make sure there is a place 
available. Before doing this you may want to read up on how to get to the bird camp from the UK so 
you have some dates in mind. 

How to get there 
This is not an exhaustive list of how to get to Učka Nature Park, Croatia, but after traveling into Učka many times 
this is the easiest way. TJ Phelps. 

Fly direct from Stansted to Rijeka 
Flights with Ryanair are twice a week 

Fly direct from Bristol to Pula 
Flights with Easyjet are twice a week 

Rijeka is the nearest town to the camp in Učka 
and you are able to catch a bust to Mošćenička 
Draga (MD) where you can get picked up to go 
to the camp. 

Pula is a little more distant (90k) from the camp 
in Učka, but you are able to catch a bust to 
Mošćenička Draga (MD) where you can get 
picked up to go to the camp. 

 
When you get to Rijeka airport (that's on the island of Krk) there is a bus service to the main Bus 
Station in Rijeka. 

Costs 50 kuna and takes about 40 mins. 
Get tickets from "Ticket Office" on the left as you emerge from departures gate.  

You may want to stay in Rijeka or Pula overnight before you set off for the bird camp and you will want to stay a 
night on the way back to clean up before your return. 

The Botel Marina is a boat converted into a small floating guest hotel. It comfortable and reasonably 
priced and has various room options including dormitories. 

It’s 270 metres from the bus station and conveniently situated for the centre of Rijeka. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xhsMEZ8usU5OnzH7AF4lk1WDHVEHk30ihd7vrfTo9Hk/edit?pref=2&pli=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mist_net
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/native-trees/blackthorn/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/native-trees/blackthorn/
https://www.ryanair.com/gb/en/
https://www.easyjet.com/en/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Rijeka+Airport+(RJK)/@45.2771093,14.436093,11.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x476363dcb5eb8269:0x36db14f36a10849a!8m2!3d45.2185704!4d14.5697822?hl=en-GB
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Rijeka+Autobusni+kolodvor/@45.3279978,14.434759,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4764a0e0177edeff:0x75aba5c47009a4af!8m2!3d45.327994!4d14.436953?hl=en-GB
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Rijeka+Autobusni+kolodvor/@45.3279978,14.434759,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4764a0e0177edeff:0x75aba5c47009a4af!8m2!3d45.327994!4d14.436953?hl=en-GB
https://photos.app.goo.gl/uwJhNAc3dUfAjX543
http://www.botel-marina.com/en/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/dir/45.328022,14.4365549/Botel+Marina/@45.3273572,14.4367121,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x0:0x646573a9f43881d6!2m2!1d14.439141!2d45.326549!3e2?hl=en-GB


You can also book online. 
 
The nearest pick up for the Učka Ornithology Camp is a very small village called Sveta Jelena [pronounced 
SvetaYelena] this is about 5 km from the bird camp and is the easiest place for one of the BIOM team to pick you 
up. Sometimes you can get picked up from Mošćenička Draga (MD) [pronounced Mosh-chen-ich-ka Draga] ​
-------​
​
Bus 32 and then 32A goes to Sveta Jelena via Mošćenička Draga (MD) 

It’s a Zone 4 ticket and an “open return” will cost 30 kn 
You can buy tickets from this Souvenir Shop located off Adamičeva ul. 
The bus stop is located on Adamičeva ul about 65 metres from the Souvenir Shop. 
Bus 32 from Rijeka (it's a bendy bus) and will take you to Lovran where you change to a 
smaller bus. 
Timetable for Bus 32 / 32A shows that only certain buses got further than Lovran. 
Sveta Jelena is not shown on the Timetable but is between Mošćenice and Brseč. 

 
If you have to wait there is a Konoba (Tavern) called Konoba Slamnjaki where you can have a drink. It’s open 
from 12:00 noon to midnight every day but not Monday. 
 
While in the Ornithology Camp the cost of food will be covered by BIOM. 
You will also need to print and sign a BIOM Volunteer contract. 

 
For more information contact 

Tena Miličević (BIOM Volunteer coordinator Croatia) tena.milicevic@biom.hr  
 Trevor Phelps (UK Volunteer support) tjphelps@gmail.com  

 
Kit list 

1.​ Rucksack (that you are comfortable walking with and will go in the hold of the plane) 
2.​ Daypack (small backpack that you can take on the plane)  
3.​ Hiking tent - (2 man is best) 
4.​ Sleeping bag (lightweight)  
5.​ Sleeping mat (to go under your sleeping bag - a must have, an inflatable one is best) 
6.​ Plate, mug, knife, fork & spoon.  
7.​ Head touch & hand torch, + spare batteries.  
8.​ Binoculars  
9.​ Cloths etc apart from the usual make sure you have.  

a.​ Lightweight rain coat.  (Pak-a-mac type of shower-proof coat) 
b.​ Waterproof over trousers  
c.​ Hat (for the sun) 
d.​ Swimming trunks/costume (as we might get to visit the beach)  
e.​ Light walking boots or shoes 
f.​ Sandals or light shoes to wear in camp or on the beach.  
g.​ Washbag  
h.​ Medium/Large size towel 
i.​ Gardening gloves (to help with the planned meadow conservation work) 

Cloths worn on the plane over keep to wear on return trip 
 

 
Ornithology Camp 2015 Nature Park Učka 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/tS7EmJMXnWdq83dq1
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/45%C2%B019'36.4%22N+14%C2%B026'28.1%22E/@45.326786,14.4405858,19z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d45.326786!4d14.441133?hl=en-GB&authuser=1
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/45%C2%B019'37.4%22N+14%C2%B026'25.6%22E/@45.327067,14.4399103,225m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d45.327067!4d14.440458?hl=en-GB&authuser=1
https://photos.app.goo.gl/tS7EmJMXnWdq83dq1
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/45%C2%B017'13.7%22N+14%C2%B016'22.6%22E/@45.287146,14.2723938,225m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d45.287146!4d14.272941?hl=en-GB&authuser=1
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ypdZ2fguOmZPcl4N2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ypdZ2fguOmZPcl4N2
https://www.autotrolej.hr/att/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/linija-32_01_07_2017.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/45%C2%B017'13.7%22N+14%C2%B016'22.6%22E/@45.287146,14.2723938,225m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d45.287146!4d14.272941?hl=en-GB&authuser=1
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@45.2117888,14.2317992,3a,75y,126.94h,87.37t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1se-sEmq0N0aDa6PknXq9mtQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=en-GB&authuser=1
https://www.autotrolej.hr/att/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/linija-32_11_11_2017.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@45.2268861,14.2470192,3a,75y,109.35h,71.96t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s7Ryqr3dDrf_HF3Bj6FdSgQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=en-GB&authuser=1
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Konoba+Slamnjaki/@45.21051,14.2264472,15.51z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x0:0x0!2zNDXCsDE3JzEzLjciTiAxNMKwMTYnMjIuNiJF!3b1!8m2!3d45.287146!4d14.272941!3m4!1s0x0:0x27367b2289cbb10!8m2!3d45.2113199!4d14.2322087?hl=en-GB&authuser=1
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/45%C2%B011'54.4%22N+14%C2%B012'53.9%22E/@45.198445,14.2138087,481m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d45.198445!4d14.214979?hl=en-GB&authuser=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u6pzBUcaJwiti7lnx4JB-6afnWS-Sv7Y89KC00zjOCk/edit
mailto:tena.milicevic@biom.hr
mailto:tjphelps@gmail.com


The Project - The bird camp is a project run by BIOM a Croatian NGO. It has been collecting data about 
migrating birds for over 10 years and starts in the middle of August and runs for 8 weeks every year. The birds 
are trapped in mist nets and then collected to be measured, weighed, rung and then released. In 2014 a 
project was started to restore the disused meadows that are becoming overgrown with blackthorn. These 
meadows are a haven for wildlife especially butterflies. 
 
The Daily routine - There is always someone from BIOM in camp to lead the project. The day starts early 
before it get light, between 05:00 - 05:30 when we walk to the nets to open them up for the day. As soon as the 
nets are opened they need to be checked every hour until about 11:00. At this time the nets are closed again 
to avoid the midday heat before being opened up again at 15:00 until dark. Checking the nets every 45 mins is 
to avoid the birds becoming stressed by being in the net too long. 
 
During the midday down time there are lot of things to do, we try and organise a working party to clear some of 
the meadow of blackthorn. This is a new project started in 2014 and I am personally keen to see the results 
this year of our first year’s efforts. 
 
If you are keen to walk, watch birds or butterflies or just relax it is a great environment to be in. The camp is 
just off a forest track that is 4.3 km from Sveta Jelena where there is a bar and a further 5.8 km to Mošćenička 
Draga where there’s a beach and a few bars. It is also possible to walk further up the mountain track to one of 
the higher points on the Učka mountain range. Where you can see a great view of the Istrian peninsula, plus 
delights such as the Golden eagle, Blue throated rock thrush and the occasional Chamois. 
 
However sometime you can get a lift down to Mošćenička Draga for a swim and a beer while provisions are 
being purchased for the camp. 
 
Just remember you are a self funded volunteer so make sure 
you enjoy your time in Croatia. As a volunteer you can do as 
much or as little as you want, but the more you engage the 
more you get out of it. I can’t tell you how good or bad it is, but 
the fact that I first went in 2012 and have returned every year 
since rather indicates how I feel about it. 
 
PS The toilet facilities are basic, however the view is 
exceptional and you never have to lock the door. :-)  
 
Trevor Phelps 

It is a legal requirement in Croatia to have travel insurance 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mist_net
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