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Summary

In this sermon, Pastor Nithin discusses the Book of Ruth as a silver lining to the dark ending of Judges, showing how God works in small ways even
during difficult times. He focuses on Ruth's story as an immigrant and refugee, using it to explore God's heart for foreigners. The sermon
emphasizes that behind every immigration statistic is a real person made in God's image, deserving of love and respect. Through stories from
church members with refugee experiences, he illustrates how God uses immigration to advance His kingdom purposes.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss Your heart for immigrants and refugees, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to Your
perspective. Help us to see beyond politics to understand Your love for all people. Guide our conversation today and show each of us how we
might respond to what You're doing in our world. May we be challenged and changed by Your Word. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
If you had to leave your home country suddenly and could only take three things with you (besides people and pets), what would you choose and
why?

# Key Verses
® leviticus 19:33-34
e Ruth1:16
e Ruth2:12
e Hebrews 13:2
e Matthew 25:40

Questions
e Ruth told Naomi, 'Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.' What does this statement reveal about Ruth's character
and faith?

® The pastor mentioned that God often works in 'small things' even during dark times. Can you share an example from your own life where
you've seen God working in seemingly small ways?

e How does the story of Ruth challenge our perspective on immigrants and refugees in our community today?

e What tensions do you personally feel between the biblical call to welcome strangers and concerns about immigration policy or national
security?

e The sermon mentioned that many immigrants and refugees are already Christians. How might this change the way we view immigration
as an opportunity for God's kingdom?

e What practical barriers might prevent immigrants and refugees from connecting with local churches? How could we address these
barriers?

e The pastor suggested four ways to respond: be a friend, be engaged, be generous, and be prayerful. Which of these feels most natural for
you, and which feels most challenging?

e How might our church community better reflect God's heart for immigrants and refugees? What specific steps could we take?

Life Application

This week, take one practical step toward engaging with immigrant or refugee communities. This could be visiting an ethnic restaurant and
learning the names of the staff, researching an organization that serves immigrants in our area, praying specifically for immigrants and refugees
each day, or looking into opportunities to volunteer with ESL programs. Consider what gifts, experiences, or resources God has given you that
could be used to welcome strangers in our community.

Key Takeaways

® God works in small, seemingly insignificant ways even during dark times, as seen in Ruth's story during the chaotic period of Judges.

e Scripture consistently calls God's people to love, respect, and care for immigrants and refugees, remembering that we too were once
foreigners.

e Behind every immigration statistic is a real person with a story, made in God's image and worthy of dignity and respect.

® God may be using immigration as an opportunity for the church to reach people who have never heard the gospel, without having to
Cross oceans.

e We can respond by being friends to immigrants, engaging through learning and service, being generous with resources, and being
prayerful for all involved.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, You who experienced life as a refugee, help us to see Your face in the strangers among us. Forgive us when we've allowed fear or
politics to overshadow Your command to love. Give us courage to step outside our comfort zones to build relationships with those from different
backgrounds. May our church be known as a place of refuge and welcome, where all people can find Your love. Use us as instruments of Your
peace and reconciliation in a divided world. We pray this in Your name, the name that brings all people together as one family. Amen.



