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Cryptocurrency wallets play a crucial role in the digital finance ecosystem, allowing users to 
store, send, and receive cryptocurrencies. Due to their convenience, hot wallets are among the 
most commonly used types. However, this convenience comes with its own set of risks.  

What is a Hot Wallet and How Does It Work? 
A hot wallet is a type of crypto wallet connected to the internet. It allows users to access their 
funds quickly and conveniently for transactions, trading, or purchases. Examples of hot wallets 
include mobile apps, web wallets, and desktop wallets. While their accessibility is a significant 
advantage, this internet connection makes them vulnerable to online threats. 
 
Hot wallets store the private keys—the cryptographic credentials required to access and transfer 
your cryptocurrencies—on devices connected to the internet. This setup enables seamless 
transactions but also exposes the wallet to hacking risks. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nu5QcFU12mx8FVpK8v5H03ZXTiMcsGiqnG59sAtw5wI/edit?tab=t.0


Why is it Risky to Use a Hot Wallet? 
The primary risk associated with hot wallets is their exposure to cyber threats. Because they are 
connected to the internet, hot wallets are more susceptible to hacking, phishing, malware, and 
unauthorised access. If an attacker gains access to your private keys, they can transfer your 
funds irreversibly to their accounts. 

 

Other risks include 

Phishing Attacks 
Users may inadvertently provide their login credentials to fake websites or apps. 

Malware 
Malicious software can be used to record keystrokes or take control of your wallet. 

Human Error 
Simple mistakes like weak passwords or clicking on unverified links can compromise the wallet. 

Incidents of Major Hot Wallet Hacks in the Past 
Over the years, several high-profile incidents have highlighted the risks of hot wallets: 

●​ Mt.Gox (2014): One of the earliest and most prominent crypto exchange hacks, resulting 
in the loss of 850,000 BTC. 

●​ Bitfinex (2016): Hackers stole nearly 120,000 BTC, over $60 million. 
●​ Coincheck (2018): A breach led to the theft of $530 million worth of NEM tokens, 

making it one of the largest heists in crypto history. 

How Can We Mitigate the Risk of Being Hacked With a Hot 
Wallet? 
While hot wallets come with inherent risks, there are steps you can take to enhance their 
security: 

Secure Your Data in the Best Possible Way 
●​ Use Two-Factor Authentication (2FA): Enabling 2FA adds an extra layer of security by 

requiring a second verification form. 
●​ Create strong passwords: Avoid using easily guessable passwords. Use a 

combination of letters, numbers, and symbols. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CsvvuXIanwctble1FLiXqZHOe3MspJAA9Kv_eD85SLA/edit?usp=sharing


●​ Keep software updated: Ensure your wallet app and device software are always up to 
date to protect against vulnerabilities.  

●​ Avoid public WiFi: Public Networks are more prone to attacks. Always use a secure 
and private internet connection. 

Numerous outstanding crypto trading tools are available, including Quantum Dexair. 

Having Multi-Signature Wallets Can Help 
Multi-signature (multi-sig) wallets require multiple private keys to authorise a transaction. This 
setup reduces the risk of unauthorised access, as an attacker would need access to various 
keys to steal funds. 

Only Keep A Small Amount in Your Hot Wallet 
Limit the amount of cryptocurrency stored in a hot wallet. Treat it like cash in your wallet—keep 
only what you need for immediate use. Store the majority of your assets in a cold wallet for 
better security. 

What are the Benefits of Using a Hot Wallet? 
Despite the risks, hot wallets offer several advantages:  

●​ Ease of use: Hot wallets are user-friendly and suitable for daily transactions. 
●​ Quick access: They allow instant access to funds, making them ideal for traders and 

frequent users. 
●​ Integration with platforms: Many hot wallets integrate seamlessly with exchanges and 

apps, enhancing convenience. 

Is a Cold Wallet a Better Alternative? 
Cold wallets, which are not connected to the internet, provide a more secure storage option for 
cryptocurrencies. They are ideal for long-term storage and large amounts of digital assets.  
 
They do lack the convenience of hot wallets for regular transactions, though. A combination of 
both—using hot wallets for daily use and cold wallets for savings—is often recommended. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
1.​ Can hot wallets be insured? 

Some exchanges and wallet providers offer insurance for funds stored in hot wallets. 
This is not a universal feature, so verifying with your provider is essential. 

2.​ Are mobile hot wallets safer than desktop wallets? 
Both have vulnerabilities, but mobile wallets are often updated more frequently with 
security patches. However, they can still be compromised if the device is lost or infected 
with malware. 

https://www.coininsider.com/quantum-dexair-review/


3.​ What should I do if my hot wallet is hacked? 
Immediately transfer any remaining funds to a secure wallet, report the breach to your 
wallet provider, and update your security settings. 

4.​ Can I use a hardware wallet as a hot wallet? 
 While hardware wallets are typically used as cold wallets, they can connect to the 
internet for transactions, offering a middle ground between security and convenience. 

5.​ Is it safe to use a hot wallet for large transactions? 
For large transactions, it is advisable to use a cold wallet or temporarily transfer funds to 
a hot wallet only when needed. 

 
Hot wallets provide unparalleled convenience for cryptocurrency users but come with significant 
risks. You can mitigate potential threats by understanding these risks and implementing robust 
security measures like 2FA, strong passwords, and multi-signature setups. For long-term and 
substantial holdings, consider using cold wallets to ensure the highest level of security. 
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