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| Haven'’t Loved Enough

| haven't built a home with my own two hands

| haven’t found water in the middle of the desert

| haven’t sketched a flower, | haven’t figured out how
The road will bring me, wherever | wander.

Chorus
Ay, Ay, | haven't loved enough

The wind and sun are on my face
Ay, Ay, | haven't said “enough”
If not, if not now, when?

| haven’t planted a lawn, | haven’t founded a city
| haven’t planted a vineyard on a chalky hill

| haven’t done everything with my own hands

| haven't tried everything, | haven't loved enough

Chorus
Ay, Ay, | haven’t loved enough...
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| haven’t created a tribe, | haven’t composed a song
Snow hasn’t fallen on me in the midst of harvesting
| haven’t written my memoirs

| haven't built my dream house

Chorus
Ay, Ay, | haven't loved enough...

And despite that you are here, and you are so beautiful
| flee from you, as | would from the plague

| have many things that I've wanted to do

You must forgive me, this year, too.

Chorus
Ay, Ay, | haven't loved enough...
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The taking of photographs or audio or video recording, either with or without flash

attachments, is strictly prohibited during the performance for the safety of our dancers.

Please silence all electronic devices, including cell phones and pagers, during the performance.

Boston’s 48th Annual Israel Folkdance Festival
March 23, 2025

Program

Opening
Od Lo Ahavti Dai: 1 Haven't Loved Enough!

Katzefet - Temple Aliyah - Needham, MA

Banu La’asot Sameach: Good morning! The skies are blue, it's a beautiful day, and life brings daily

doses of delights in different spaces and sizes. Especially in challenging times for our community, we

celebrate the gifts of joy and light through dance.

Rikudei Yachad - Rockville, MD

Lehakat Klezmer: Join Rikudei Yachad on our journey back to Eastern Europe. With big band klezmer,



duets, and quartets, this piece is bursting with chutzpah and nostalgia. You'll be glad you made the
schlep to watch us schvitz, because this piece will have you kvelling!

Kochavim - Congregation Agudath Israel - Caldwell, NJ
Bananot: The Kochavim dancers invite you to escape your troubles and take a trip with them to Africa,

where we only have to worry about the sun above us and the stars lighting up the night. While our

piece is fun and light, our hearts and minds are always focused on our friends and family in Israel.

Mavrik - Washington, DC
Sipurei Ahava: Mavrik is a women's Israeli dance troupe in Washington, DC. Our style mixes traditional

Israeli dance with a modern twist.

KesheRoked — Kesher Newton - Newton, MA
Matok Matok: Enjoy our upbeat, vibrant dance about how sweet life is when we are all dancing

together.

Avirah Israeli Dance Company - University of Maryland - College Park, MD
Matanat Shabbat: This dance called “The Gift of Shabbat” explores the beauty and joy of Shabbat we

experience every week.

Yesodot — Rockville, MD
In The Desert: As we approach the holiday of Passover, we remember the escape from Egypt and the

Jewish people's wandering in the desert for 40 years. Food comes from the skies; water is difficult to
come by. Set to the music of Ofra Haza, this suite represents the day by day life of the Jews from the
time of the Exodus until they reach the Promised Land.

Chai Alumni - The Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble - Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Shema Yisrael: Hear O Israel is an upbeat interpretation of one of Judaism's most essential prayers.

The dance combines powerful, dynamic movements with fluid transitions, reflecting the emotional
intensity and spiritual devotion of the prayer. Shema Yisrael creates a visually captivating experience

that emphasizes unity, faith, and the deep connection of our Jewish roots.

Lehakat Me’hatchala - Muhlenberg College — Allentown, PA
Tizmon: This debka is about the timing of our lives, moving between old and new, here and there. Our

dance brings together rhythm, timing, and fun to create a debka that is uniquely ours. We believe that
it is the attributes of each individual dancer, all together, that make a dance whole. The troupe cannot

wait to show you what we have worked so hard for, and we hope you enjoy the show as much as we



love making it.

Suearia - Temple Aliyah - Needham, MA
Onot B’simcha: We dance in celebration of the seasons and all the fun they bring -- ice skating in the

winter, planting flowers in the spring, swimming in the summer, and picking apples and making pie in

the fall -- as we focus on what's most important: family, friends, joy, and love.

Mavrik - Washington, DC
Debka Mavrik: This dynamic debka blends traditional debka steps with contemporary dance elements,

celebrating tradition with a fresh, modern twist.

Keshet of JCDS - Jewish Community Day School - Watertown, MA
Bo HaBaita: "Come home" is a journey of struggle, resilience, and redemption, where the protagonist

battles isolation and despair but ultimately finds hope, healing, and a sense of belonging as they
return to the warmth and safety of home.

Avirah Israeli Dance Company - University of Maryland - College Park, MD
Lama Lach: This dance explores the evolution of interpersonal relationships, capturing the journey

from emotional pain and vulnerability to personal empowerment and independence through

movement.

Shemesh of JCDS - Jewish Community Day School - Watertown, MA
Etzel HaDoda Ve HaDod: What would happen if your aunt and uncle went on vacation leaving you to

take care of the house? Perfect time to call all your friends and have one big party!

ONOT Aviv- Temple Emanuel - Newton, MA
Shalom Aleinu Medley: This heartfelt Israeli dance blends two classic and beloved songs, Hevenu

Shalom Alechem and Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu, to celebrate unity, peace, and joy. Inspired by their
powerful messages of hope, this dance reflects a longing for harmony and the belief that peace will

come.

Shiluv Israeli Dance Troupe - Newton, MA
Kessem Teimani: Shiluv celebrates its 10th year with a return to the first piece we danced in Boston’s

Israel Folkdance Festival, a tribute to Ofra Haza. Over the course of her life, Ofra Haza paid tribute to
her Yemenite heritage singing songs both traditional and more modern. This dance pays tribute to
Haza as an artist and to the robust styles of Yemenite dance.

Chai Alumni - The Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble - Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada



Sisu: Sisu, "rejoice," celebrates the song's energetic and uplifting spirit. The choreography creates an
atmosphere of celebration, inviting both the performers and the audience to engage in the infectious
energy and joy of the music.

Finale
Od Lo Ahavti Dai: | Haven't Loved Enough!

Rosters

Avirah Israeli Dance Company - University of Maryland - College Park, MD
Artistic Director and Choreographer: Pearly Gal-Edd

President: Liora Petter-Lipstein
Choreographer: Chana Bitman
Chana Bitman, Shoshana Braier, Jess Daninhirsch, Zachary Dankowicz, Pearly Gal-Edd, Eli Greene,

Leora Leavey, Shira Levy, Ari Mintz, Robert Mintz, Liora Petter-Lipstein, Raeha Richman, Lila Wohl

Chai Alumni - The Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble - Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Choreographer: Guillermo Treistman

Dance Director: Lainie Rosner
Randi Berman, Robyn Braha, Andrea Dil, Jana Frydberg, Allison Weiss Martin, Lainie Rosner, Harriet
Rosen, Jeffrey Schachter, Rena Solomon

Katzefet - Temple Aliyah - Needham, MA
Director and Choreographer: Becca Rausch

Rehearsal Assistant: Avi Wald

Repertoire Instructors: Barbara Rosen Campbell, Michele Yakovee

Festival Liaison: Jessica Katz Poscover

Noa Berman, Sadie Berman, Eliana Blankstein, Jordana Blankstein, Daniella Bunch, Hannah Gil, Nora
Klein, Rayne Marinoff, Sari Marinoff, Eva Niederman, Noy Niederman, Maya Poscover, Rimon Rosen,
Ayelet Rothman-Shore, Aviva Russcol, Bailey Schneiderman, Adi Schor, Nina Segal, Hannah Sheppard

KesheRoked — Kesher Newton — Newton, MA
Artistic Director: Avi Wald

Assistant Teachers: Sadie Berman, Adi Schor, Nina Segal



Jack Andler, Alyssa Ash, Eliana Guss, Sophia Lavitas, Netta Levy-Moonshine, Noga Levy-Moonshine,
Yuval Marmor-Kollet, Ora Newmark, Ziv Newmark, Shoshana Orenstein, Teddy Quinlan, Ellie Wainger,
Shalev Wainger, Lydia Weir, Bayla Zeiger, Ethan Zimmerman

Keshet of JCDS - Jewish Community Day School - Watertown, MA
Choreographer and Artistic Director: Alla Shimron

Festival Liaison: Rabbi David Winship
Dafna Curiel, Maya David, Gabriella Klebenov, Itai Langer, Aviva Russcol, Micah Steinberg-Wolfe, Erelle
Uri, Gavriella Weisberg, Ma'ayan Weisberg

Kochavim - Congregation Agudath Israel - Caldwell, NJ
Director and Choreographer: Ellen Berkowitz

Ella Berkowitz, Sydney Berkowitz, Batya Brown, Ariel Epstein, llana Gantman, Julia Haney, llana Korn,
Hayley Kestin, Perri Mayer, Sophie Mayer, Ellie Perlstein, Daphne Spanier, Arielle Tobin, Shayna Tobin,
Gabriella Winter

Lehakat Me’hatehala - Muhlenberg College - Allentown, PA
Head Artistic Director and Co-President: Yoav Susskind

Artistic Director: Rebecca Peisach

Co-President: Ariella Livstone

Anna Gold, Iris Kubicek, Ariella Livstone, Rebecca Peisach, Brandon Rosenblatt, Rebecca Schwartz, Ruby
Sinder, Yoav Susskind, Andrew Walters, Julia Wolf-Dubin

Mavrik - Washington, DC
Co-Artistic Directors: Julie Berg, Amalia Safer

Choreographer: Jennie Berger
Julie Berg, Jennie Berger, Allison Glass, Abby Kerbel, Sarah Freedman Klein, Amalia Safer, Emily Taylor,
Missy Mandell Tucker

ONOT Aviv - Temple Emanuel - Newton, MA
Choreographer: Rimon Rosen

Assistant Choreographer: Ruthie Holzer
Olivia Gangz, Lilah Merkin, Maya Merkin, Emma Rozensztejn, Adina Silbert, Coco Smith, Ida Smith, David
Snyder, Hannah Snyder, Eleanor Tansky, Franny Tansky, Sarah Zandman

Rikudei Yachad - Rockville, MD
Director: Hannah Weisman



Manager: Jessica Morris

Co-Choreographer: Abbie Talmoud

Nathan Abend, Rebecca Barabas, Kalman Bass, Brendan Cohen, Lauren Contard, Amalia Cowan, Josh
Fields, Nadav Levy, Noam Levy, Jessica Morris, Jordie Priesman, Naomi Seiler, Aliza Shalvi, Aliza

Silverman, Abbie Talmoud, Sarah Vinci, Hannah Weisman

Shemesh of JCDS - Jewish Community Day School - Watertown, MA
Choreographer and Artistic Director: Alla Shimron

Festival Liaison: Rabbi David Winship

Sigal Asnes-Shachaf, Danielle Azani, Golda Azarzar, Maya Bachar, Elliana Conen, Sarah Dotan, Abigail
Fenton, Madeline Fialkoff, Lina Frenkel, Galit Goldshtein, Eliott Golub-Sass, Lea Golub-Sass, Addie
Greene, Eliana Kann, Samara Kaufmann, Lia Korinow, Ariel Kreiman-Leader, Mili Langer, Shai Levin, Shir
Lewin-Epstein, Arbel Offenbacher, Gali Offenbacher, Uri Offenbacher, Yuval Offenbacher, Uriel Klein
Ronkin, llana Russcol, Rina Russcol, Anna S, Romy Segev, Zoe Sendor-Israel, Maya Sharoni, Ella Spiegler,
Aria Stern, Tamar Turgeman, Aviv Uri, Alma Weinberg

Shiluv Israeli Dance Troupe - Newton, MA
Choreographer: Alexis Maharam

Tzur Almog, Jenna Andelman, Lanie Berger, Marilyn Berman, Eliana Wachs Cashman, Noah Crane,
Ronnie Efrat, Alisa Feldman, Julia Feldman, Matthew Gurevitch, Sara Hascal, Jan Jackson, Tamar Kadosh,
Alex Krosner, Aylat Lifshitz, Renee Myers, Paul Rosenstrauch, Lauren Schneider, Chris Snyder, Ross

Taylor, Sara Timoner, Rina Wagman

Sucaria - Temple Aliyah - Needham, MA
Director and Choreographer: Becca Rausch

Festival Liaison: Sara Timoner

Costume Coordinator: Noa Schor

Eitan Barnoon, Micah Barnoon, Lauren Gallagher, Tess Gallagher, Faye Karp, Isaac Karp, Reva Karp,
Hanna Levy-Moonshine, Netta Levy-Moonshine, Noga Levy-Moonshine, Lauren Schneider Lipton,
Samuel Lipton, Becca Rausch, Gil Schor, Noa Schor, Chana Timoner, Maya Timoner, Sara Timoner,
Emily Zadeh, Michaela Zadeh, Ori Zhitomirsky, Tamar Kadosh Zhitomirsky

Yesodot — Rockville, MD
Co-Directors: Mike Fox, Marnina Cowan

Director Emeritus and Choreographer: Pepe Strauss
Assistant Director: Hannah Weisman
Adi Ben-Nun, Sophia Daniel, Dahlia Goldberg, Maya Grumet, Zoe Kaminski, Elanor Lantner, Jonathan



Lantner, Healy Levy-Yurista, Yonah Reiter, Rinat Schreiber, Yara Silber, Orit Vainstein, Abby Yares

Festival Donors

Many thanks to all of our listed donors, as well as those donors who contributed after our program
was finalized. As an entirely volunteer organization, the Festival depends on ticket sales and your
donations to keep going. Be a partner with us in keeping this unique and wonderful Festival available
for future generations of Israeli folk dancers and those who love to dance. Please visit our website at
bostonfestival.org to make your tax-deductible contribution.

Rokdim ($500 and up)
Cambridge Arts

Hora ($360 - $499)
Susan Gruber & Ira Vishner

Chesed ($180 - $359)

llene & David Beckman

Rachel Begelman

Ellen & Jonathan Berkowitz
Bernie & Melissa Bernstein
Congregation Agudath Israel
The Denenberg/Rosner Family
JCDS, Boston'’s Jewish Community Day School
Karen & Ed Kaplan

George Kirby & Susan Grobois
Alexis Maharam

Mercaz USA

J Marcus Newman

Debra Samuels

Temple Aliyah, Needham

Rina Wagman

Chaverim (up to $71)

Tzur Almog

Jennifer Andelman & Gavin Steyn
Ruty Bakor

Elaine Berger

Janie Chefitz

Noah Crane

Ronnie Efrat

Alisa Feldman

Julia & Uri Feldman

Bert Fern & Harvey Mamon
Bryna Fischer

Matthew Gurevitch

Debbie & Darin Hager

Sara Hascal

Jan Jackson

Ruth Kahan

Jackie & Arnold Kling

Alexandra Krosner

Naomi & Carl Lopkin

Linda Moses & Arthur Gurevitch
Renee Myers

Eric Pomerantz & Sally Michael-Pomerantz
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Simcha ($118 - $179)
Cherie & Stanley Maharam
Daniel & Jessica Poscover
Sylvia & Mark Wagman
Michele & Israel Yakovee

Mazal ($72 - $117)

Aaron, Nomie & Zohar Bental

Marilyn Berman & Family

Chai Alumni

Mike Klain

Zev London, Brookline Family Chiropractic Center
Beth McCarthy

Miriam Rosenblum & Sheldon Benjamin
Nathaniel Vishner

Rebecca Rausch

Schneider Lipton Family

Chris Snyder

Abby, Ben, Zev & Ayelet Stanton
Harvey Sukenic

Ross Taylor

The Timoner Family

Sharon Walach-Gale

Giselle, David, Avi & Elana Wald
Tamar Kadosh Zhitomirsky
Deborah Zucker

The Israel Folkdance Festival of Boston

Coordinating Committee

David Beckman, Aaron Bental, Janie Chefitz, Susan Gruber, Ruth Kahan, George Kirby, Alexis Maharam,
Renee Myers, Chris Snyder, Ira Vishner, Nathaniel Vishner, Rina Wagman

Opening/Finale Choreographer: Katie Hamelburg

Program Announcements: Susan Gruber

Special thanks to: Nomie Bental, Ellen Berkowitz, Aryeh Blanshay, Mike Foley, Matthew Gurevich, Katie
Hamelburg, Dana Gerbie Klein, Aimee Schiffman Levy, Eli Levy, Jessica Katz Poscover, Giselle Princz,

Paul Rosenstrauch, Meredith Sibley, Jennifer Smith, Harvey Sukenic, and all our volunteers.

Ushers: Ruty Bakor, Eliot Cohen, Judith Jango-Cohen, Debbie Samuels, Yehuda Vishny



Please make sure that you and all of your friends join our mailing list and LIKE us on Facebook for

up to the minute news and information. Be the first to know when ads and tickets go on sale next

year.

We're looking forward to seeing you in person next year at the
49" Annual Israel Folkdance Festival of Boston

Save the date: March 22, 2026

Look ahead to: March 28, 2027

and: March 26, 2028

Israel Folkdance Festival of Boston, Inc.
P.O. Box 470545

Brookline Village, MA 02447
617-658-FOLK (617-658-3655)

Visit our website at bostonfestival.org

Or email us at info@bostonfestival.org
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https://www.facebook.com/bostonfestival/
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