
Adult Leader Recognition -- Training Awards and Keys for  
Unit and District-Level Adult Leaders 

 
The training awards and keys are designed to recognize all Scouters  

for tenure, training, and performance in their leadership roles. Applications, including 
requirements for each of these awards, can be found at the links below: 

   

 
 

 
 

●​ Den Leader Training Award  
 
 

 
 
 
Scouter’s Training Award 

 
●​ Cub Scout Leaders 
●​ Scouts BSA Leaders 
●​ Venturing Leaders 
●​ Sea Scouting Leaders 

 
 
 
 
Keys 

●​ Cubmaster’s Key 
●​ Scoutmaster’s Key 
●​ Crew Advisor's Key 
●​ Sea Scout Skipper’s Key 
●​ District Committee Member’s Key 

 
 
 
 

Visit the National BSA’s ‘Training Awards’ page at 
https://www.scouting.org/training/training-awards-and-recognition/ 

 

https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Den-Leader-Training-Award-511-052_WB.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scouters-Training-Award-for-Cub-Scout-Leaders.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scouters-Training-Award-for-Scout-BSA-Leaders.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scouters-Training-Award-for-Venturing-Leaders.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scouters-Training-Award-for-Sea-Scouting-Leaders.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/511-053_WB.pdf?_gl=1*lxhfd6*_ga*MTEwNjkwODg1NS4xNjE2MDgzNTQ4*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY0MTg2NTcxOC43NS4xLjE2NDE4NjcxODYuNjA.&_ga=2.211301660.867830192.1641778826-1106908855.1616083548&_gac=1.248735605.1641584305.CjwKCAiA5t-OBhByEiwAhR-hm_A7KHkiMFlM5s7P7hTfLMnuW-wzmuFRS_8eQkRNcj50-nVAMxyd2RoC4D8QAvD_BwEf/511-053_WB.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/511-054_WB.pdf?_gl=1*qty0bf*_ga*MTEwNjkwODg1NS4xNjE2MDgzNTQ4*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY0MTg2NTcxOC43NS4xLjE2NDE4NjcyMTUuMzE.&_ga=2.211301660.867830192.1641778826-1106908855.1616083548&_gac=1.248735605.1641584305.CjwKCAiA5t-OBhByEiwAhR-hm_A7KHkiMFlM5s7P7hTfLMnuW-wzmuFRS_8eQkRNcj50-nVAMxyd2RoC4D8QAvD_BwE_WB.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/511-056_WB.pdf?_gl=1*1163cez*_ga*MTEwNjkwODg1NS4xNjE2MDgzNTQ4*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY0MTg2NTcxOC43NS4xLjE2NDE4NjcyNDIuNA..&_ga=2.149344575.867830192.1641778826-1106908855.1616083548&_gac=1.146506438.1641584305.CjwKCAiA5t-OBhByEiwAhR-hm_A7KHkiMFlM5s7P7hTfLMnuW-wzmuFRS_8eQkRNcj50-nVAMxyd2RoC4D8QAvD_BwEdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/Sea_Scout_Skippers_Key.pdf?_gl=1*3zsanb*_ga*MTEwNjkwODg1NS4xNjE2MDgzNTQ4*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY0MTg2NTcxOC43NS4xLjE2NDE4NjcxNDYuOA..&_ga=2.153681201.867830192.1641778826-1106908855.1616083548&_gac=1.86288874.1641584305.CjwKCAiA5t-OBhByEiwAhR-hm_A7KHkiMFlM5s7P7hTfLMnuW-wzmuFRS_8eQkRNcj50-nVAMxyd2RoC4D8QAvD_BwEScout_Skippers_Key.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/districtcommittekeynew.pdf?_gl=1*8z53ry*_ga*MTEwNjkwODg1NS4xNjE2MDgzNTQ4*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTY0MTg2NTcxOC43NS4xLjE2NDE4NjcyNjAuNjA.&_ga=2.149344575.867830192.1641778826-1106908855.1616083548&_gac=1.146506438.1641584305.CjwKCAiA5t-OBhByEiwAhR-hm_A7KHkiMFlM5s7P7hTfLMnuW-wzmuFRS_8eQkRNcj50-nVAMxyd2RoC4D8QAvD_BwEittekey.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/training/training-awards-and-recognition/


Adult Leader Recognition -- Training Awards and Keys for  
Unit and District-Level Adult Leaders 

 
Copied from the January-February, 2020 issue of Scouting Magazine: 

 
https://scoutingmagazine.org/2019/12/scoutings-core-leadership-awards-can-help-you-be-a-bett

er-leader/ 
 
 
 

WHAT IS A TRAINING AWARD? 
A training award is a position-specific recognition earned by Scouters who meet certain tenure, 
training and performance requirements. 

WHAT TENURE IS REQUIRED? 
One year for den leaders and two years for all other positions. 

WHAT TRAINING IS REQUIRED? 
Basic training for your position, plus specified supplemental training depending on your position. For 
example, a den leader must attend a powwow, a university of Scouting or at least four roundtables, 
while a Sea Scout leader must attend a boating safety course. 

WHAT PERFORMANCE IS REQUIRED? 
You must do four or five things, which vary by position, such as participating in an annual 
unit-planning meeting or giving primary leadership in meeting a Journey to Excellence objective. 

WHAT RECOGNITION ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE? 
Most recipients receive a medal (No. 922) that features a fleur-de-lis superimposed over an “A” 
suspended from a green ribbon with a narrow white stripe. Den leaders receive a medal (No. 
615864) that features a fleur-de-lis superimposed over a diamond suspended from a blue and gold 
ribbon. For everyday wear for den leaders, there’s a gold knot on a blue background (No. 5016); for 
everyday wear for other Scouters, there’s a green knot on a tan background (No. 5008). Small pins, 
called devices, go on the knot to indicate the specific program(s) in which the award was earned. 

 
 
 

Visit the National BSA’s ‘Training Awards’ page at 
https://www.scouting.org/training/training-awards-and-recognition/ 

 

https://scoutingmagazine.org/2019/12/scoutings-core-leadership-awards-can-help-you-be-a-better-leader/
https://scoutingmagazine.org/2019/12/scoutings-core-leadership-awards-can-help-you-be-a-better-leader/
https://www.scouting.org/training/training-awards-and-recognition/


Adult Leader Recognition -- Training Awards and Keys for  
Unit and District-Level Adult Leaders 

 
WHAT IS A SCOUTER’S KEY? 
A key is a more advanced award earned by the top leader in a unit (i.e., Cubmaster, Scoutmaster, 
Advisor or Skipper). 

WHAT TENURE IS REQUIRED? 
Three years as the top unit leader within a five-year period. (Tenure used to earn the Scouter’s 
Training Award can be included.) In Cub Scouting, one of the three years can be as an assistant 
Cubmaster. 

WHAT TRAINING IS REQUIRED? 
As with the training awards, a Scouter’s Key requires basic training for your position plus specified 
supplemental training. 

WHAT PERFORMANCE IS REQUIRED? 
Your unit must achieve at least the Silver level of Journey to Excellence for at least two years, you 
must participate in at least one additional supplemental or advanced training event, and you must 
complete one or two other program-specific requirements. 

WHAT RECOGNITION ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE? 
Most recipients receive a medal (No. 924) that features a fleur-de-lis superimposed over a key 
suspended from a green ribbon with a wide white stripe. Sea Scout Skippers receive a similar medal 
(No. 616990) that has a blue ribbon instead. For everyday wear, there’s a green and white knot on a 
tan background (No. 5006). Devices go on the knot to indicate the specific program(s) in which the 
award was earned. 

 

Visit the National BSA’s ‘Training Awards’ page at 
https://www.scouting.org/training/training-awards-and-recognition/ 

 

https://www.scouting.org/training/training-awards-and-recognition/
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