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Choose Indie Art Month
Campaign Planning Resources 2026
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Welcome

We encourage you to use the following resources to build a successful Choose Indie Art Month

campaign. Feel free to add your questions and new ideas for leveraging this movement right
into this document (or email jenrisley@amiba.net). We'll treat this as a working document to
boost collaboration.

Some quick details:
® Choose Indie Art Month is October.
e Find downloadable logos and images here.

o Use Canva? Check out our templates (login required).

View and download our press release template.
View social media examples.

Add these hashtags to your posts: #chooseindielocal #chooseindieart.

Anyone, anywhere, can get involved.

Making Ripples

From October 1 to October 31, our Choose Indie Art Month campaign celebrates artists,
artisans, musicians, and creativity. Together, we urge our communities to take positive action
and boost the ripple effects our neighborhoods, towns, and cities receive when we support our
locally owned businesses.


https://amiba.net/art/
https://amiba.net/art/
mailto:jenrisley@amiba.net
https://amiba.net/art/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PpykbB6N9LOwsZ5PFq2EELs0iy3dS3mb?usp=sharing
https://canva.link/qw2c2nfntst2zkk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bKD7DQaTLtbJeQLU0spjkS-WR0icEF7KaSCMr3meJ7o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h6DNEOEhvK5FBkxbrYbcBE4wi3wzcIapA6HxJ2k1OAw/edit?usp=sharing
https://amiba.net/ripples/

Amplifying Our Work

We strive to amplify all local, statewide, national, and international networks’ efforts to
promote Choose Indie Art Month during October.

Sharing Inspiration

e Campaigns
o Arts & Economic Prosperity 6 Stud
m Arts Impact Explorer | Americans for the Arts

m 10 Reasons to Support the Arts in 2026 | Arts ActionFund
m National Arts and Humanities Month | Americans for the Arts

e FY26 NEA/NEH Appropriations Toolkit June 2025 |
Americans for the Arts
e BNAHM OCT2024_TOOLKIT

m 10 Reasons to Support the Arts in 2025 | Americans for the Arts
m Race Forward and Americans for the Arts Unveil the Anchor

Projects for the Inaugural Cultural Week of Action (2024)
o Banned Books Week (October 4 - 10, 2026)

m https://www.righttoreadnight.com/toolkit
m Banned Books Week - Little Free Library

m https://twitter.com/LtIFreeLibrary/status/1710045757212856786
o Artists Sunday (Sunday after Thanksgiving)
m https://artistssunday.com/blog/
m https://artistssunday.com/2024/08/03/20-ideas-on-how-to-engage-y
our-community-to-support-local-artists
m https://artistssunday.com/proclamation/

o Homepage - Make Music Winter (December 21)
o ArtsVote (Fall)

m ArtsVote | Arts ActionFund - 2026

m ArisVote Merch - 2026

m EXECUTIVE ACTIONS & THEIR IMPACT ON THE ARTS: A
Comprehensive Guide

m 10 Reasons to Support the Arts in 2025 | Arts ActionFund

m 10 Reasons to Support the Arts in 2023 with Local Arts
Organization Spotlights | Arts ActionFund

m 10 Reasons to Support the Arts in 2022 Social Media Toolkit | Arts
ActionFund



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WBRZ1X3Y5zYJkwAz9lIHkKPFivla0Uxj
https://aep6.americansforthearts.org//
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/explorer
https://www.artsactionfund.org/10-reasons-support-arts-2026
https://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-arts-and-humanities-month
https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/50Stories50StatesTOOLKIT_OCT2025.pdf
https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/50Stories50StatesTOOLKIT_OCT2025.pdf
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/publications/10-reasons-support-arts-2025
https://www.americansforthearts.org/news-room/americans-for-the-arts-news/race-forward-and-americans-for-the-arts-unveil-the-anchor-projects-for-the-inaugural-cultural-week
https://www.americansforthearts.org/news-room/americans-for-the-arts-news/race-forward-and-americans-for-the-arts-unveil-the-anchor-projects-for-the-inaugural-cultural-week
https://bannedbooksweek.org/
https://www.righttoreadnight.com/toolkit
https://littlefreelibrary.org/about/book-bans/banned-books-week/
https://twitter.com/LtlFreeLibrary/status/1710045757212856786
https://artistssunday.com/
https://artistssunday.com/blog/
https://artistssunday.com/2024/08/03/20-ideas-on-how-to-engage-your-community-to-support-local-artists
https://artistssunday.com/2024/08/03/20-ideas-on-how-to-engage-your-community-to-support-local-artists
https://artistssunday.com/proclamation/
https://makemusicday.org/winter/
https://www.artsactionfund.org/
https://www.artsactionfund.org/ArtsVote
https://store.artsvote.org/
https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/AFTA_Executive%20Actions%20%26%20Their%20Impact%20on%20the%20Arts_%20A%20Comprehensive%20Guide%205-15.pdf
https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/AFTA_Executive%20Actions%20%26%20Their%20Impact%20on%20the%20Arts_%20A%20Comprehensive%20Guide%205-15.pdf
https://www.artsactionfund.org/10-reasons-support-arts-2025
https://www.artsactionfund.org/10-reasons-support-arts-2023-local-arts-organization-spotlights
https://www.artsactionfund.org/10-reasons-support-arts-2023-local-arts-organization-spotlights
https://www.artsactionfund.org/10-reasons-support-arts-2022-social-media-toolkit
https://www.artsactionfund.org/10-reasons-support-arts-2022-social-media-toolkit

m Why the Arts Matter in Your State Social Media Toolkits | Arts
ActionFund

m https://www.artsactionfund.org/ArtsActionNews
m https://www.artsactionfund.org/ReportCard

m https://www.artsactionfund.org/shepardfairey
Celebrate Shop Indie Art Month - We Are LIT (2022)

https://www.lowcountrylocalfirst.org/abundant-arts-and-culture-month
(August 2023)

o https://ticmonadnock.com/art/ (2026)
m Celebrate Local Art: October is Choose Indie Art Month (2025)

o Shop Indie Art — Local Return (2022)

THEMES

CELEBRATE INDIE ART: Events

Arts Weekend - Andersonville - September 25 - 27, 2026
Discovering Art in Hudson (2024)

Community Day of the Dead Altar & Show - October 3, 2025
Porchfest — Old Wethersfield, CT - August 29, 2026
Scranton Tomorrow Flash Mob - October 28, 2023

Annual Hudson Halloween Window Painting (2018)
Wyandotte Paint Out guidelines — Downriver Council for the Arts (2022)

Sculpture Walk Springfield
The Artist's Way by Julia Cameron

Arts Walks/First Fridays
o First Fridays - Hartford, MD
o Durango Creative District

m Join us for First Fridays 2024! - Durango, CO
Best Art Walks

Oakland First Fridays

SHOP INDIE ART: Directories

https://directory.art.coop/

Maryland Arts Directory
CreativeGround - New England
Indigenous Alaskan Art | BuyAlaska
Handcrafted | BuyAlaska



https://www.artsactionfund.org/why-arts-matter-your-state-social-media-toolkits
https://www.artsactionfund.org/why-arts-matter-your-state-social-media-toolkits
https://www.artsactionfund.org/ArtsActionNews
https://www.artsactionfund.org/ReportCard
https://www.artsactionfund.org/shepardfairey
https://wearelitgr.com/blogs/grandrapids-community/october-is-shop-indie-art-month
https://www.lowcountrylocalfirst.org/abundant-arts-and-culture-month?mc_cid=1fc20a7c71&mc_eid=0718033bd1
https://tlcmonadnock.com/art/
https://tlcmonadnock.com/TLCNews/12930860
https://localreturn.org/shop-indie-art/
https://andersonville.org/events/arts-weekend/
https://destinationhudson.com/discovering-art-in-hudson/
https://www.facebook.com/events/553018390555762?ref=newsfeed
https://oldwethersfield.com/porchfest/
https://www.facebook.com/ScrantonTomorrow/posts/pfbid02JexsiUaRXJfLGK1NYFPNXdLX1WV1QZB6EGHYJ5AFSW91vVn1mxSnjG2BqX2qqEe5l
https://www.hudsonpto.org/halloween-window-painting-event-registration/
https://www.downriverarts.org/wyandotte-paint-out-guidelines
https://sculpturewalkspringfield.org/
https://ksbeachreads.com/events/the-artists-way-by-julia-cameron
https://www.visitharford.com/events/first-fridays/
https://www.durangocreativedistrict.org/
https://local-first.org/firstfridays-joinus/
https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/best-art-walks/
https://www.oaklandfirstfridays.org/
https://directory.art.coop/
https://msac.org/directory
https://www.creativeground.org/
https://buyalaska.com/alaska-indigenous-art/
https://buyalaska.com/akbusinesses/category/handcrafted/

CULTIVATE INDIE ART & THE CREATIVE ECONOMY

Making Work Pay: Strengthening the Local Economy and Art Opportunities
Community Arts Toolkit

NY isn’t NY Without Artists

50 States of Arts Participation

Springboard for the Arts
Alaska Native Artist Resource Workbook

Maryland State Arts Council

New Hampshire State Council on the Arts
Artist Communities Alliance

Creative Collective

Appalshop

Brush Up Your Creative Business | NH Small Business Development Center
CLF - City Art Challenge

COMMUNITY SUPPORTED FILM — CID

https://www.partnershipmovement.org/

O https://artsu.americansforthearts.org/artsbiz

https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-topic/creative-econom

https://www.hueartsnyc.or
o https://www.hueartsnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/HueArts2022BrownPaper.pd
f

INVEST INDIE ART
e pARTnership Movement
e Creative Power, Civic Purpose: How artists strengthen democracy | Forecast
Public Art
e New Report Released on the Economic Impact of the Arts and Cultural Sector |
National Endowment for the Arts
NADAC

Upstart Co-Lab
Mini Grants — Discover Monadnock Arts Alive!

OTHER TOPICS

e Makerspaces

o Makerspaces.com
o Makerspace Directory

e Placemaking/Community Murals/Public Art


https://content.app-us1.com/lRQqq/2024/10/24/10b88bc5-01c0-40b7-b8cf-128d9909772d.pdf
https://whatsgoodproject.com/toolkits
https://www.creativesrebuildny.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Creatives-Rebuild-NY_Policy-Playbook.pdf
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/topical-rpt-state-sppa_202409.pdf
https://springboardforthearts.org/
https://arts.alaska.gov/Media/ArtsCouncil/pdf/AK_Native_Artist_Resource_Workbook.pdf
https://www.msac.org/
https://www.nh.gov/nharts/index.html
https://artistcommunities.org
https://www.creativecollectivema.com/
https://appalshop.org
https://www.nhsbdc.org/creative-business
https://www.documentaries.org/community-supported-film
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.partnershipmovement.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmlee%40artsusa.org%7C1ef45de388f34e77cf5008dafee07981%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638102537319413146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BEGS1fbo0Z6YKb9b7b2iP%2BJ4peXEdqcVplVZPYCZNO4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsu.americansforthearts.org%2Fartsbiz&data=05%7C01%7Cmlee%40artsusa.org%7C1ef45de388f34e77cf5008dafee07981%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638102537319413146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2014KS1NCCM3UxbOIG3LJMxrofoSdSg%2BgsbwbZmMQuM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.americansforthearts.org%2Fby-topic%2Fcreative-economy&data=05%7C01%7Cmlee%40artsusa.org%7C1ef45de388f34e77cf5008dafee07981%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638102537319413146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYyGklOylYa66oakGKgF%2FBBD7KV4i2N1Xf%2F%2Bj9ccWYc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hueartsnyc.org/
https://www.hueartsnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/HueArts2022BrownPaper.pdf
https://www.hueartsnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/HueArts2022BrownPaper.pdf
https://www.partnershipmovement.org/
https://forecastpublicart.org/creative-power-civic-purpose/
https://forecastpublicart.org/creative-power-civic-purpose/
https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2021/new-report-released-economic-impact-arts-and-cultural-sector
https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2021/new-report-released-economic-impact-arts-and-cultural-sector
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/NADAC/index.html
https://upstartco-lab.org/
https://monadnockartsalive.org/mini-grants
https://www.makerspaces.com/
https://makerspaces.make.co/
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What is Placemaking?
ART IN THE RIGHT OF WAY TOOLKIT

Mural Art | scrantontomorrow
WaterFire - Rl
How Four Rural Towns Are Building Vibrant Communities Through the Tools of

Creative Placemaking
Janet Echelman - Boston

Address Gentrification
ArtPrize

Big Dig/Greenway
Anniversary Map - Public Art Archive

FairTrade.net
Asphalt Art Initiative | Bloomberg Philanthropies
Forecast Public Art

Inclusion and Diversity

O

(@]
O
o

Kathy Wan Povi Sanchez | First Nations Development Institute
New from NASAA: Native Communities Resource
Support Local Artists — ArtLifting

Souls Grown Deep

Social Justice and Peace

O

o

o

#ArtlsJustice
Can Art Help Fight A War? | ARTS Blog

Continuum of Impact Guide | Animating Democracy
the art of life

Transportation

o

Arts in Transportation Strategy Sampler - NASAA

Environment

O

Baltimore Buried These Streams. Now, An Artist Is Bringing One Back.



https://tlcmonadnock.com/Placemaking/6344217
https://www.madeyoulookbaltimore.org/
https://www.scrantontomorrow.org/muralart
https://waterfire.org/
https://dailyyonder.com/how-four-rural-towns-are-building-vibrant-communities-through-the-tools-of-creative-placemaking/2021/04/14/
https://dailyyonder.com/how-four-rural-towns-are-building-vibrant-communities-through-the-tools-of-creative-placemaking/2021/04/14/
https://www.echelman.com/
https://antidisplacement.org/strategies/
https://www.artprize.org/
https://www.rosekennedygreenway.org/history/
http://www.publicartarchive.org/anniversary-map/
https://www.fairtradeamerica.org/news-insights/fairtrade-america-launches-choose-fairtrade-choose-the-world-you-want-campaign-for-the-third-year-in-a-row/
https://asphaltart.bloomberg.org/grants/
https://forecastpublicart.org/
https://www.firstnations.org/gallery/kathy-wan-povi-sanchez
https://nasaa-arts.org/communication/new-from-nasaa-native-communities-resource/
https://www.artlifting.com/pages/support-local-artists
https://www.soulsgrowndeep.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOoIZTxzMxeDPy2oCaUNP2Vg4C2kqRZ1m
https://blog.americansforthearts.org/2022/09/08/can-art-help-fight-a-war
http://animatingdemocracy.org/continuum-impact-guide
https://commoncausefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/CCF_report_the_art_of_life.pdf
https://nasaa-arts.org/nasaa_research/arts-in-transportation-strategy-sampler/
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/baltimore-buried-these-streams.-now-an-artist-is-bringing-one-back?utm_source=Next+City+Newsletter&utm_campaign=93a12aee53-DailyNL_2023_10_23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fcee5bf7a0-93a12aee53-44417597
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