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TR (HERISE)

Life Journey of Lord Mahavir

The current interpretation of the word "Jain" has become narrow, referring only to someone born
in a Jain family. However, if we look closely, there was never any division of people based on
birth. During the time of Lord Adinath, caste divisions were based on karma (deeds). Those who
engaged in study and teaching were Brahmins, those who protected others were Kshatriyas,
those involved in trade were Vaniks, and those who served others were Shudras. Among the
people born in Jain families where trade was prominent, they were called Jain Vaniks. However,
even among them, those who carried out protective roles were called Kshatriyas and had similar
titles. From this perspective, according to Jain beliefs, all 24 Tirthankaras were Kshatriyas. Still,
the merchant-oriented Jains have accepted individuals who renounced feelings of raag and
dwesh, born in Kshatriya families, as Lord Tirthankaras.. For this reason, the current caste
division based solely on birth is considered narrow-minded.

So, the question arises, who are Jains? Just as those who follow Shiva are called Shaivas,
those who follow Vishnu are called Vaishnavas, and those who follow Gautama Buddha are
called Buddhists, similarly, those who follow the Jina (Arihant) are called Jains. A Jina is not a
specific person, but anyone who has conquered raag and dwesh. Whether they are born into a
Brahmin or Kshatriya family. You can call them by any name — Buddha, Veer, Jina, Hari-Har,
Brahma, or call them independent.

According to Jain belief, this universe is eternal, infinite, and self-regulated. Based on the cycle
of time (Kaalchakra), a Kalpkaal of ‘20 Koda-Kodi Sagar years’ is divided into two parts. The
period where happiness, lifespan, physical attributes, etc., are in decline is called the Avsarpini
(Descending) period, and the period where these are increasing is called the Utsarpini
(Ascending) period. Both these periods last for 10 Koda-Kodi Sagar years each.

The six divisions of the Avsarpini period are:

Sukhma-Sukhma
Sukhma
Sukhma-Dukhma
Dukhma-Sukhma
Dukhma
Dukhma-Dukhma

S o

The names themselves reflect the decline of happiness. Conversely, the six divisions of the
Utsarpini period are:



Dukhma-Dukhma
Dukhma
Dukhma-Sukhma
Sukhma-Dukhma
Sukhma
Sukhma-Sukhma
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In both Utsarpini and Avsarpini, the Tirthankaras are born during the Dukhma-Sukhma phase.
This phase is the third in Utsarpini and the fourth in Avsarpini. Currently, the decline in
happiness, physical attributes, and lifespan is evident, indicating that we are in the Avsarpini
period. Due to some exceptional reasons, this specific phase is also referred to as 'Hunda
Avsarpini.

Whether it is the Utsarpini or Avsarpini period, in both cycles, 24 Tirthankaras have been born.
Not one more, not one less. Among the 24 Tirthankaras of the current Avsarpini period, the first
was Tirthankar Rishabhdev, whose symbol is the bull. The last Tirthankara was Mahavir, whose
symbol is the lion. All these Tirthankaras, in their lifetimes, eliminated raag and dwesh and
became Vitaragi (free from passions). After becoming Vitaragi, they attained omniscience
(Sarvagya), and after becoming Vitaragi and Sarvagya, they gave world-benefiting teachings,
which is why they were called Hitopadeshi (benefactors). Those who are Vitaragi, Sarvagya,
and Hitopadeshi are known as Tirthankaras.

The Tirthankaras, who play a crucial role in the liberation of worldly beings, are highly virtuous
souls. Six months before they enter their mother’s womb, there is a daily shower of 3.5 Crores
jewels on their birthplace by Indra, creating a celebratory atmosphere. Five key events in the life
of these Tirthankaras are considered auspicious, and they are called 'Panch Kalyanak.' These
five Kalyanaks are: 1. Garbh Kalyanak, 2. Janm Kalyanak, 3. Tap Kalyanak, 4. Gyan Kalyanak,
5. Moksha Kalyanak.

The body of Tirthankara Parmeshthi is beautifully proportioned in every way. They have
‘Samchaturastra’ (symmetrical arrangement) and ‘Vajravrashabhnarach sanhanan’ (strong). The
body has 1008 excellent symbols. Their body is free from sweat and excrement, and the blood
is as white as milk. Normal people require a guru to progress in life, while the soul of a
Tirthankara is called a self-realized (Buddha). They do not need to go to anyone to receive
Diksha; when the time comes, they take Diksha on their own. For this reason, they are also
referred to as self-initiated.

Due to the rise of specific merits, the celestial goddesses are always ready to serve the soul of
the Tirthankara six months before it enters the womb. This soul possesses three types of
knowledge from the very stage of gestation: Mati Gyana, Shrut Gyana, and Avadhi Gyana.

After the first Tirthankara, Rishabhdey, in this Avasarpini, there were 24 Tirthankaras in
succession, including Ajithath, Sambhavnath, and Abhinandanath, among others. All of them,
after achieving self-realization and attaining knowledge, also contributed to the welfare of
humanity through the Samavasarana. As soon as the Tirthankara attains omniscience (Keval



Gyana), the Samavasarana is created by Kubera Indra at the command of Saudharma Indra.
The congregation of Tirthankara Parmeshthi is referred to as the Samavasharan. In this
congregation, not only beings of the human race are present, but also celestial beings and
tiryanch (animals) are there to seek their respective welfare. In total, there are 12 assembilies:
eight for celestial beings, three for humans, and one for tiryanch beings. The term '12
assemblies' refers to 12 chambers. Sitting in their respective places, these beings understand
the divya dhwani (divine sound) of Tirthankara Bhagwan through the Gandhar and receive the
knowledge of the essence in their own languages. Even beings of contrary natures, such as
lions-cows, serpents-mongooses, forget their enmity in the Samavasarana and understand the
essence of their true nature and the nature of substances.To be honest, being born in the era of
such Tirthankaras, witnessing their presence, and gaining the benefit of hearing their divya
dhwani (divine sound) is a rare event. However, mere hearing of the divya dhwani (divine
sound) is not sufficient for attaining happiness; it is only through corresponding transformations
in life after hearing the divya dhwani (divine sound) that all this becomes possible.

The period from the first divya dhwani (divine sound) in the Samavsharan of Tirthankar
Parmeshthi, after his attainment of Keval Gyaan, is considered starting of his reign, and this
reign continues until the first divya dhwani (divine sound) of the next Tirthankar. Thus, from the
first divya dhwani (divine sound) of the first Tirthankar, Rishabhdey, to the first divya dhwani
(divine sound) of the second Tirthankar, Ajitnath Bhagwan, the reign of Tirthankar Rishabhdev
was established. In this way, the reign of 23 Tirthankars continued in succession.

During the reign of the 23rd Tirthankar, Parshvanath Bhagwan, King Siddharth was residing with
his queen, Trishala Devi, in the Kundgram of the Vaishali Republic in the Bharat region. The
beauty of this Vaishali Kundgram resembled that of Ayodhya. Changes had already begun to
occur in the disposition of the citizens there even before the Lord’s descent. The citizens started
experiencing happiness, prosperity, and joy. Astonishing transformations began to manifest in
Vaishali Kundgram, as shower of 3,50,00,000 gems started occurring three times a day in King
Siddharth’s courtyard. Observing these remarkable changes, a group of curious people was
informed by experienced and knowledgeable individuals that this was an auspicious sign of the
descent of the last Tirthankar, the 24th Tirthankar, in this Avsarpini era. Such physical and
mental transformations are possible even before the arrival of distinguished individuals; that is, it
is an early indication of the auspicious rise of the Bharat region.

In the 'Nandyavart' royal palace of the Vaishali Kundgram, Queen Trishala Devi was happily
residing with King Siddhartha. Queen Trishala Devi began to experience both internal and
external changes. She started to feel an internal unexpressed sensation. On the night of the
sixth day of the Shukla month of Ashada, Trishala Devi was sleeping in her palace. During
the last watch of the night, she had 16 auspicious dreams. After dreaming, Trishala Devi was
filled with excitement, and at that moment, the soul of Lord Mahavir descended from the
sixteenth heaven into the womb of Trishala Devi. Seeing these delightful auspicious dreams,
Trishala Devi was extremely overjoyed. Approaching King Siddhartha, who was seated in the
royal court, the queen shared the dreams she had seen and asked about their significance.
From King Siddhartha, it was revealed that the 24th Tirthankara had already descended into the
queen's womb. Upon hearing this, the queen experienced immense joy, as if she had received



an unimaginable treasure. Joy and happiness enveloped the Vaishali Republic. The sound of
"Blessed is He—blessed is He" began to emerge from everyone's lips. Indra and Indrani came
to the Vaishali Kundgram and honored the parents. The celestial goddess (dikkkumari devi)
eagerly began to serve Queen Trishala. Not only humans and gods but even the denizens of
hell got relaxed of their pain for a moment. This was all due to the auspicious influence of the
Tirthankara's conception. Even in the womb, the soul of the last Tirthankara was endowed with
Samyakdarshan, Mati Gyaan, Shrut Gyaan, and Avadhigyaan.

The Dikkumari goddesses, eager to serve Mother Trishala, were also seeking solutions to their
religious doubts from her. It was as if the soul of the unborn Tirthankar was resolving their
doubts through the mother’s words. With such discussions on dharma, Mother Trishala
experienced the highest feelings of joy, and after nine months of bliss, the time for the Lord's
divine incarnation and birth arrived. On the auspicious occasion of Chaitra Shukla Trayodashi,
the Lord was born in Vaishali Kundgram. In the year 598 BCE, on March 28, Monday —
according to astrological science, such an optimal conjunction of all the planets occurs only 24
times in the 10 Koda-Kodr sea. It is then that the Tirthankar Lord is born.

As soon as the Tirthankara child was born, Indra arrived at Kundagram, accompanied by the
family of gods and goddesses, to celebrate the auspicious occasion of the Lord’s birth, seated
on his elephant, Airavata. Shachi, the Indrani, entered the chamber of Mother Trishala and lifted
the child Tirthankara in her arms. Celestial beings don’t have any kids. Yet, overwhelmed by
maternal love and devotion to the Tirthankara Lord, Shachi Indrani became emotionally moved.
The mind of Indra was unable to find satisfaction merely with his two eyes while gazing upon the
child Tirthankara. Therefore, Indra was observing the beauty of the Lord with a thousand eyes.
This implies that even a thousand eyes were insufficient to behold his beauty, let alone describe
his inner charm. Indra brought the child Tirthankara to the eternal Sumeru mountain for his
birth-abhisheka (consecration). It is noteworthy that the world-revered child Tirthankara was
born 178 years after the liberation of the 23rd Tirthankara, Parshvanath. Seeing the lion
emblem on the child’s left foot, Indra popularized the symbol as that of a lion. During the
birth-abhiseka of the Lord, Indra addressed the child Tirthankara as 'Veer.' After the
consecration on Mount Sumeru, Indra arrived in Kundagram of Vaishali with the Lord’s
ceremonial procession and handed the child over to his mother, saying that this child would be
the one to establish the Dharma Tirtha. After honoring King Siddhartha and Queen Trishala,
Indra returned to the heavenly realm.

The divine beings, taking the form of small children, began to play with the valiant child
Tirthankar. Who wouldn't enjoy playing with the Tirthankar child? The valiant child is playing with
those deities—who is divine? Who is human? It became difficult to discern. From the very birth
of the valiant child, the glory of the Vaishali Republic began to increase in every aspect.
Therefore, Mother Trishala named the valiant child ‘Vardhaman.” The beautiful body of the child
Vardhaman exhibited 10 extraordinary qualities from birth. His body was free from excrement
and sweat, as white as milk, has Vajravrashabhnarach sanhanan, fragrant in breath, possessing
a wondrous form, extraordinary strength, and a sweet voice. His body bore 1008 excellent
marks. Fifty-six celestial goddesses sang beautiful auspicious songs while holding the child
Vardhaman in their laps. From childhood, the child Vardhaman discussed the path to liberation



with his mother, Trishala Devi. Blessed is that mother who discusses religion with her son, and
blessed is that son who never tires of serious discussions about profound truths with his mother
during his childhood. Are we also ready to discuss and instill religious values in our
children according to our capacity? Are we sending them to the temple daily? Are we
sending them to school? A matter worth contemplating!!

As the young boy Vardhman grew a little older, he was playing with his companions. At that
moment, a fearsome, venomous snake slithered in, hissing loudly. The accompanying royal
princes got frightened and ran away in fear. However, the young boy Vardhman boldly began to
play with the snake. Seeing the boy's fearlessness, Sangam Dev, who had taken the form of the
snake, asked for forgiveness for doubting the extraordinary power of the young boy Vardhman.
Addressing the boy as 'Mahavir," Sangam Dev said, "O Lord, you truly are 'Mahavir.' Even the
gods of heaven praise your immense strength. |, out of ignorance, doubted your valor and took
the form of a snake to test you. Please forgive me. Truly, you are not just a brave one but a
Mahavir. What impact will external circumstances have on those who conquer inner enemies
resembling passions? By being in the company of such a one, even the venomous snake
becomes harmless and non-violent, expelling the poison of falsehood and partaking in the
nectar of right knowledge.

Veer Vardhman, embodying the name Mahavir, was already possessed of kshayik
samyagdrashti(stable right vision), free from attachment, delusion, and infinite bonds. At the
age of eight, having eliminated anger, pride, deceit, and greed, he embraced the Anuvrat
(minor vows). He attained a state of spiritual purity and made progress in the path of
self-realization. The Lord always exhibited the bravery to conquer passions.

On the fourth floor of the seven-storied royal palace named Nandyavarta, young Mahavir was
engrossed in meditation. His friends on the first floor began to inquire about Mahavir from his
mother. The mother asked them to look up. When they asked King Siddhartha, who was on the
seventh floor, he instructed them to look down. As they searched each floor, the companions
grew increasingly frustrated and began to talk to Mahavir in annoyance. Young Mahavir
addressed his friends, explaining how their views were valid based on their parents' words, thus
alleviating their frustration. In this manner, young Mahavir explained the principle of Anekant
(non-absolutism) and the Syadvada style that illustrates the multiple facets of truth. Those who
do not understand this remain blissfully ignorant in the world. By elucidating the path to
happiness through this understanding, young Mahavir guided his friends.

Once, while sitting in the royal palace, Mahavir heard cries of "Save us! Save us!" The king's
elephant was rampaging on the highway, creating chaos. The people were running around in
fear.The bearer of ultimate peace, Mahavir, approached the rampaging elephant, telling the
people on the highway to remain calm. The enraged elephant also charged toward Mahavir, but
upon seeing his gentle and calm demeanor, the elephant became still and stood peacefully in
front of Mahavir. Everyone was watching.Mahavir conquered the angry elephant with the
weapon of forgiveness. We want to conquer anger with anger and passions with passions in our
lives. Is this ever possible? A matter for contemplation.



Once, Mahavir was sitting with his mother at a window of the Nandyavart royal palace when two
Munirajs named Muni Sanjay and Muni Vijay were returning from the eternal pilgrimage site of
Sammed Shikharji. They were flying in the sky above the royal palace of King Siddharth in
Kundagram, Vaishali. They had subtle doubts regarding the tatva in their minds. As soon as the
two Munis caught sight of the young Mahavir, their doubts were dispelled. With their newfound
clarity, the souls of both Munis were filled with joy. They began to contemplate the glory of the
young Tirthankar. Delighted, both Munis addressed the young Mahavir as 'Sanmati'.

The bearer of these three superior types of knowledge -Mati Gyana, Shrut Gyana, and Avadhi
Gyana ,the child Mahavir, who held four excellent and meaningful names—\Veer by Indra,
Vardhman by his parents, Mahavir by Sangam Dev, and Sanmati by the two Munis—began to
grow progressively. Even as he reached young adulthood, material pleasures never attracted
him. As a connoisseur of spiritual bliss, Prince Mahavir began to lead a life akin to Rajyoga. He
would remain absorbed in meditation while standing outside the royal palace at midnight, spend
hours contemplating the essence of reality with a mind detached from the world, and show
disinterest in state affairs. Listening to the joys and sorrows of the citizens and revealing the true
nature of the world and the path to genuine happiness became part of his daily life. Although the
enlightened Prince Mahavir would sit in the royal assembly with King Siddharth, he never found
any pleasure in it. Seeing the prince's valor and qualities of beauty, many kings began to
discuss marriage alliances for their princesses. King Siddharth and Queen Trishala were also
delighted with the forthcoming alliances and were eager to have a stunningly beautiful princess
as their daughter-in-law. At that time, the parents sought the young Mahavir's consent for
marriage. However, he was a true hero, a Mahavir who upheld detachment. He wanted to marry
the divine beauty of liberation, beyond the attachments of the world and the five senses,
relishing the essence of consciousness. How could one who desired the extraordinary divine
beauty of liberation be attracted to worldly pleasures? The unattached young Mahavir advised
his parents to relinquish parental attachment.

Chandanbala, Queen Trishala's younger sister (Mahavir’s aunt), welcomed Mahavir’s

renunciation wholeheartedly in the nearby city of Vaishali. Upon learning of Prince Mahavir's
decision to remain unmarried, Aunt Chandanbala also decided to embrace lifelong celibacy.
Who would not be delighted by the fragrance of the renounced lives of such two individuals?

The detachment of Prince Mahavir was increasing day by day. Along with that, his age was also
progressing. At the age of 30, Prince Mahavir was attaining purity. One day, he experienced
recollection of his past births. He witnessed the grandeur of a Chakravarti, the state of a lion,
the realization of right perception by two monk saints, and the conditions of hell. By
understanding his past lives through recollection, Mahavir decided to take initiation (Jin Diksha).
His decision meant a firm, unwavering, and strong determination. Today, seeing Mahavir deeply
contemplative, his mother wanted to ask something. Then the yogi Mahavir spoke about his
detachment after seeing his past lives through recollection. Today (on the day of Magashirsha
Krishna Dashami), he talked about accepting Muni Diksha and the practice of seeking his
supreme soul through pure application. As this discussion was going on between mother and
son, the throne of Indra in the assembly began to shake. Knowing through his avadhi gyan
(profound knowledge) that this was an opportunity for the Diksha Kalyanak, all the gods



immediately gathered at Vaishali Kundagram. Apart from the Diksha Kalyanak (initiation
welfare), the worldly gods (Devs) who did not attend other Kalyanaks praised the Lord's feeling
of detachment. Triumphing over the allure of sensual pleasures, the entire atmosphere became
filled with the essence of detachment. To attain the essence of non-attachment, Mahavir sat in
the palanquin named 'Chandraprabha,’ relinquishing the adornments of desire and sensuality.
As soon as the dev (celestial being), who celebrate all the Kalyanaks of the Tirthankara Lord,
stepped forward to lift the palanquin, the human kings stated that the honor of lifting the
palanquin was solely for those with the capability of accepting the virtue of character. This led to
a debate among the gods and humans about who would lift the palanquin first. Ultimately, Lord
Mahavir gave the first respect to the virtue of character. Despite being endowed with divine
powers, Indra became displeased due to his inability to accept the virtue of character. He began
to ask for the virtue of character even for a moment, despite having all his grandeur. Since the
capability to accept the virtue of character is only possible in human existence, Indra's own
throne began to seem insignificant in front of the virtue of character and human existence.
Eventually, the human kings lifted the palanquin for the first seven steps, followed by the
Vidyadhars (scholarly Kings) who lifted it for the next seven steps. After that, the Devs lifted the
palanquin and took Lord Mahavir towards the forest. The greatness of human restraint is even
greater than the divinity of the heavenly realm. For this reason, even Indra had to bow down
before the power of restraint (Sanyam).

On the western bank of the Ganga River, in the garden named Nagkhand, Lord Mahavir
alighted from the palanquin and sat on a rock. He said 'Namah Siddhebhya' and renounced all
bodily ornaments, clothes, etc., embracing the state of a naked Digambara Muni on the day of
Maagha Shukla Dashami. He was self-initiated (took diksha on his own). At the time of his
Muni Diksha, he was 30 years old. After his Diksha, Muni Mahavir traveled throughout Bharat
(India). The region where Muni Mahavir traveled the most came to be known as Bihar. Even
today, many places related to Lord Mahavir exist in the Bihar region.

Muni Mahavir was in the Muni form for 12 years. As he wandered, he reached the city of Yogiraj
Ujjain. There, on the banks of the Shipra River, in a terrifying cremation ground called
Atimuktaka, he became absorbed in deep meditation. Utterly peaceful, steadfast, unwavering,
and free from all attachments, Muni was immersed in his inner spiritual garden. At that time, in
the court of Indra, his patience and courage were being praised. Hearing this praise, a Yaksha
named Bhavya decided to test him and appeared at the cremation ground. He took on a
fearsome form, transforming into a lion, a serpent, and other terrifying shapes, trying his best to
disturb the meditating Muni. He hurled stones, cast fireballs, but the Muni was deeply
inward-focused, completely unaware of the external happenings. Muni Mahavir was unaffected
by the Yaksha Bhavya's attacks. Truly, no one has the power to disrupt the deep spiritual focus
of a Muni absorbed in self-meditation. Ready to transcend the cycle of birth and death, Muni
was untouched by Bhavya's disturbances. In the face of the serene composure of the Muni, the
fierce actions of the Yaksha were defeated. Acknowledging his failure, Bhavya Yaksha bowed at
the Muni’s feet, seeking forgiveness, and said, “O Lord, you are not just Mahavir the Brave, but
you are ‘Ativira,’ the Ultimate Brave.” Relinquishing his fearsome form, the Yaksha asked for
forgiveness and praised the Muni's intense austerity before returning to his abode. Thus, our



protagonist became known by five meaningful names—\Veer (Brave), Mahavir (Great Hero),
Vardhamana (Ever-growing), Sanmati (Wise), and Ativira (Ultimate Brave).

Once, Mahavir's aunt Chandanbala was playing in her garden with her friends. Attracted by her
beauty and youth, a Vidyadhar (a celestial being) kidnapped her, but later, out of fear of his wife,
he abandoned Chandanbala in the dense forest of Kaushambi city. In the forest, the chief of a
tribe captured her and sold her to a courtesan. That courtesan then put Chandanbala up for sale
in the courtesan market of Kaushambi. Oh, the strange ways of karma! A virtuous woman is
being sold by a courtesan in the courtesan’s market. What a play of virtue and sin! In the same
Kaushambi market where Chandanbala is being sold, the queen of Kaushambi, Mrigavati,
happens to be Chandanbala’s own sister. One aunt of Mahavir is being sold by the hands of a
courtesan, while another aunt is the queen of the same city, unaware of this event. Truly,
everyone must bear the fruits of their karma, whether virtuous or sinful.

In the same city, a pious merchant named Seth Vrishabhadatta saw Chandanbala being sold.
He thought, "This beautiful woman cannot be a prostitute,” and upon approaching her, he heard
her reciting the 'Namokar' mantra. Witnessing this virtuous woman enduring the consequences
of her past actions, the merchant, considering her like his own daughter, paid the prostitute the
asked price and brought Chandanbala to his home. Childless, Seth Vrishabhadatta accepted
her as his spiritual daughter.

However, his wife, Sethani Subhadra, was filled with many doubts. It is true that during the rise
of sinful deeds, one often becomes a subject of suspicion. One day, when the merchant was
away in another village, out of envy, Subhadra cut Chandanbala's beautiful hair. Believing that
her husband was captivated by Chandanbala's beauty, she locked Chandanbala in a harsh
chamber. Chandanbala fasted for three days. When Seth returned after three days and did not
see Chandanbala, he grew suspicious. Eventually, he found her locked in a chamber, bound
with iron shackles on her hands and feet. At that moment, Seth understood everything. His first
thought was to free her from the bonds, so he went to call a blacksmith. At the same time, Muni
Mahavir came to Chandanbala's chamber seeking aahar. With a pure heart, Chandanbala had
been wishing to offer aahar to the Muni, but alas, her situation was dire. The true desire to offer
aahar, the presence of Urad seeds in her possession, the arrival of Muni Mahavir, and the
exhaustion of her negative karma all coincided, allowing her good fortune to flourish.
Chandanbala placed the first handful of Urad dal into Muni Mahavir’s hands, and at that very
moment, celestial drums resounded, and there was a shower of divine jewels. All around, there
were shouts of praise for Sati Chandanbala and Muni Mahavir. Before Seth Vrishabhadatta
could return with the blacksmith, Chandanbala had already been freed from her shackles. A
crowd gathered to witness the fortunate woman who had offered the first meal to the Muni.
Queen Mrigavati also arrived at the scene. Recognizing her, she exclaimed, "This is none other
than my sister Chandanbala!" and was filled with immense joy. While she was elated, Queen
Mrigavati also felt sorrow for the hardships her sister had endured. She wanted to take
Chandanbala back to her palace, but Chandanbala had now expressed her desire for
renunciation. At her sister’s insistence, she spent a few days in Queen Mrigavati’s home, living
a life of detachment.



Mahavir Muni, while traveling, reached Sammed Shikharji. One is the spiritual pilgrimage, and
the other is the established pilgrimage; one is the conscious pilgrimage, and the other is the
unconscious pilgrimage. Muni continued his journey while practicing the three jewels (right faith,
right knowledge, and right conduct). One day, they arrived at the banks of the Rijukula River
near the village of Jambhik. There, he meditated on a rock, and a warrior of strength arose to
battle the remaining attachment (moh). With the sharp edge of pure awareness, he began
cutting through the enemy of attachment. Progressing rapidly through the Kshapak Shreni (path
of destruction of karma), he swiftly reached the eighth, ninth, and tenth stages of spiritual
development (gunasthanas). Mahavir Muni, completely devoid of even the subtlest attachment,
became a perfect Vitaragi (one free from all passions). Before sunset, the sun of omniscience
(Kevalgyan), which never sets, shone brightly within Mahavir Prabhu. This event of Keval Gyan
Kalyanak occurred on the auspicious date of Vaishakh Shukla Dashami.

The Lord eradicated the four Ghatiya Karmas and attained the state of Arihant. As soon as
Mahavir attained omniscience (Kevalgyan), he ascended 5000 dhanush above the Earth into
space. His body became shadowless and assumed a divine form (Param Audarik). Following
the orders of Saudharma Indra, Kubera Indra organized the Samavasaran (divine assembly).
The religious assembly of the first Tirthankara, Lord Rishabhdev, spanned 12 yojanas in
diameter, while Lord Mahavir's religious assembly spanned 1 yojana. However, in both
assemblies, the Chaitanya element and the nature of reality that both Bhagwants explained
were the same.

Mahavir's Samavasaran was indeed created, but without the presence of a Ganadhar, the divya
dhwani (divine sound) did not manifest. Every day, the assembly convened, and people came to
listen, but no divya dhwani (divine discourse) occurred. Thus, the Samavasaran continued
without discourse for 66 days. The month of Ashadha came to an end, and the Krishna
Pratipada of Shravan began. On that day, Saudharma Indra realized through his omniscient
knowledge that the divya dhwani (divine sound) was not occurring due to the absence of a
Ganadhar. Now, who could be eligible to become a Ganadhar? Saudharma Indra observed that
Indrabhuti Gautam, the teacher of 500 disciples and a scholar of the Vedas and Puranas, was
indeed worthy of becoming a Ganadhar, but such a profound deluded one would not come to
the Samavasaran easily. Thus, Saudharma Indra devised a plan. He disguised himself as an
elderly Brahmin and approached Indrabhuti Gautam. There, he asked for the meaning of the
verse "Traikalyam dravya shatkam nava pada sahitam." Despite being a great scholar of
Sanskrit, Indrabhuti Gautam had never studied the six dravyas and nine substances. Under the
influence of pride and ignorance, he said, "Instead of telling you the meaning of this verse, | will
tell it to your guru; take me to him." This was exactly what Saudharma Indra wanted, and his
plan succeeded. Indrabhuti Gautam, along with his 500 disciples and his brothers Agnibhuti
and Vayubhuti, proceeded toward the Samavasaran. As they neared the Samavasaran,
Indrabhuti Gautam's kashay began to diminish. Upon reaching the Manastambha situated in the
Samavasaran, Indrabhuti Gautam's pride dissolved.

Seeing the glory of the Samavasaran and the wonderful detachment of Lord Mahavir residing
within it, Indrabhuti Gautam humbly practiced self-restraint at the feet of that supreme soul with
his 500 disciples. He had already been practicing right perception (Samyaktva). Gautam Swami



became so introspective as a Muni that he became a possessor of the essence of knowledge
(Mati-Shruta-Avadhi-Manahparyaya) and became the first Ganadhar of Lord Mahavir. The divya
dhwani (divine sound) that had not been heard for 66 days due to the absence of a Ganadhar in
the Samavasaran began to manifest. This first sermon took place on the Pratipada (first day)
of the Krishna month of Shravana on the Vipulachal mountain in the city of Rajgrihi.
Therefore, this day is known as Veer Shasan Jayanti. Many brothers and sisters born into Jain
families are unfamiliar with the term Veer Shasan Jayanti. Some consider Mahavir's birth
anniversary to be the same as Veer Shasan Jayanti. However, neither Mahavir's birth
anniversary is Veer Shasan Jayanti, nor is the day he attained omniscience. In fact, 66 days
after his omniscience, when his first divya dhwani (divine sound) manifested, that very day of
Shravana Krishna Pratipada is recognized as Veer Shasan Jayanti.

One day, King Shrenik was riding an elephant on his way to the Samavasaran of Lord Mahauvir.
At the same time, a frog was also carrying a flower in its mouth along the same path towards
the Samavasaran of Lord Mahavir. This frog was the former Nagadatt Seth from a previous
birth. The frog died after coming under the feet of King Shrenik's elephant. With the intention of
worshiping the Lord, it died and attained divine rebirth. It reached the Samavasaran as a Dev
before King Shrenik. The soul of King Shrenik will become the first Tirthankar named
Mahapadma in the coming Utsarpini cycle. Until then, the era of Lord Mahavir will be known.
Currently, the soul of King Shrenik is suffering the results of its karma in hell. After the nirvana of
Lord Mahavir, the fifth period of the Avasarpini will last for 21,000 years, and the sixth period will
also last for 21,000 years. Subsequently, the first period of the Utsarpini will last for 21,000
years, and the second period will last for 21,000 years. Thus, after 84,000 years, in the third
period (Sukshma-Sukhma) of Utsarpini, the soul of King Shrenik will become the first Tirthankar
named Mahapadma. Meanwhile, there will not be any Tirthankars in the Bharat region until then.

Lord Mahavir had a total of 11 Ganadhars. Their names were Gautam Ganadhar, Agnibhuti,
Vayubhuti, Shuchidatt, Sudharm, Mandavya, Mauryaputra, Akampan, Anchala, Medarya, and
Prabhas. In the assembly of Lord Mahavir, there were a total of 700 Kevalgyaanis, 14,000
Munirajs, and 36,000 Aryikas. Among these Aryikas, the prominent one was Aryika Chandana.

After 12 years of being a Muni, at the age of 42, Lord Mahavir attained Keval Gyan
(omniscience). Thereafter, for 30 years, that is, from the age of 42 to 72, Lord Mahavir
continued to wander in the Arihant state, along with his Samavsarana. While wandering, the
Lord reached the city of Pavapuri in the Bihar region. There was divya dhwani (divine sound)
three times a day. On the day of Kartik Krishna Trayodashi, Lord Mahavir's last divya dhwani
(divine sound) was heard in Pavapuri. Therefore, the people of that time called that Trayodashi
a dhanya Trayodashi. Greedy people named it Dhanteras and started worshiping the fleeting
wealth on Dhanteras. Thus, the Lord's first discourse took place on the Vipulachal Mountain in
Rajgriha, and the last discourse occurred in Pavapuri. On Kartik Krishna Chaturdashi, although
there was a physical vision of Lord Mahavir, there was no discourse. And on the day of Kartik
Krishna Amavasya, there was neither the Lord's discourse nor his vision. At the time of the
Lord's Nirvana, there were 3 years, 8 months, and 15 days remaining for the commencement of
the fifth period (Pancham Kal).



Mahavir Bhagwan attained Nirvana. For an infinite, infinite time, He became supremely blissful.
This is indeed a matter of joy for Him and for us. However, we are deprived of His presence, the
daily divya dhwani (divine sound), and direct vision. Thus, from this perspective, it is also a day
of mourning for us. Since mourning is a cause of the influx of karma, we will not observe sorrow.
However, how appropriate is it to burst firecrackers on the occasion of the Nirvana of Mahavir
Bhagwan, who preached non-violence? Bursting firecrackers causes harm to living beings, and
it also leads to noise and air pollution. There are significant physical, mental, economic, and
environmental damages as well. Therefore, how appropriate is it to celebrate this Nirvana day
by bursting firecrackers? This should be considered with seriousness.

Indeed, on the day when Lord Mahavir attained nirvana by transcending the eight karmas (four
ghatiya and four aghatiya), Gautam Gandhar did not sit in mourning due to the separation from
the guru. Rather, on that very day, while enhancing his meditation, he attained omniscience
(Kevalgyaan) on the evening of Kartik Krishna Amavasya and continued the interrupted
discourse of Lord Mahavir. A true disciple of the guru is one who does not waste time in sorrow
after the guru's departure but strives to attain the guru's qualities and works towards fulfilling
their objectives. From this perspective, Gautam Gandhar appears to be a true disciple of Lord
Mahavir. Can we, by knowing and understanding those principles, adopt them in our lives
to the best of our ability and reach out to our fellow brothers and sisters, make a
resolution to become meaningful disciples of Lord Mahavir? This is worth contemplating.

Thus, after Lord Mahavir, three anubaddh Kevalis were there: Gautam Gandhar,
Sudharmaswami, and Jambuswami. All three attained enlightenment at intervals of 12 years
each. The last Kevali, Jambuswami, attained nirvana in Mathura. After them, many Acharyas,
Upadhyayas, and holy saints revealed the principles of Tattva (truth) according to the discourses
given by Lord Mahavir, based on their respective qualifications. Until the end of the fifth era,
such spiritually enlightened saints will exist. Along with their own self-discipline, they will also
serve the welfare of others.

We should also strive to act according to the saying, 'Adahidamcha kadavvam jam sakkai
parahidamcha kadavvam' in this nature.
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