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2024-2025 School Year

Teaching & Learning

Suttmer School Literacy & Professional Learning Project

In the summertime, Randolph Public Schools (RPS) partnered with Hill for
L‘\Temcy to offer high qua\'\’ry summer learning in \'\Temcy for our students and
top notch coaching for our teachers. It was huge\\/ successtull Check out this
video that captures some of the highlights of the program! Kudos to our
incredible educators and students!

Check out the video here: httpsi/hillforliteracywistiacorn/medias/37vz6éamuez

Mathematics Department

In December, Randolph Community Middle School (RCMS) and Randolph High
School (RHS) Math teachers received PD incorporating "Building Thinking
Classroom” strategies within the lllustrative Mathematics curriculum. Teachers
experienced working co\\abomﬂve\\/ in groups, working at the board with one
marker for each group, explaining their thinking, sharing partners' ideas,
taking ga\\er\/ walks fo see other groups thinking, etc.


https://hillforliteracy.wistia.com/medias/37vz6amuez

In Ms. Kennedys oth gmde classroom, she used the strategies learned in PD
and gave students time to think and work Toge’rher 110) accomp\'\sh the math
goa\l. Below are our mathematicians do’mg all the Th\nk\ngl

Humanities Department

When you combine ELA and science, amoazing Th'\ngs happen! This month,
Randolph's fourth grade students are studying animal defense mechanisms in
an EL Education module. In the module, students read and explore the way



animals defend themselves with the ultimate goa\ of writing a narrative piece
about an animal and their adap’ra’r\ons.

In order to deepen students explorations about this topic, RPS partnered with
the Massachusetts Audubon Bird Art and Education Center in Canton
(MABAEQO). MABAEC came to each fourth grade classroom and presented
information and bio facts about different owl adaptations.

Pictured below are fourth gmde students from the Young E\emen’rary School
examining owl! skulls and wings in order to exp\ore animal adapmﬂons, which
The\/ are \eammg about in ELA.
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School Update

Donovan Elementary School (Donovan School)

December was a busy month for the Donovan Schooll

K-2 students completed AMC math festing so that small group instruction
can be persona\'\zed and students are supporTed in ach‘\ev'\ng gmde level
standards!

Grade 5 students in Ms. Sheehan's class created and displayed beautiful
character maps for Esperanza Rising VWe are so impressed with the resultsl
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We are so grateful to our wonderful music teachers for preparing our
students for the Winter Smg—a\ong\. \WWe loved havmg our families, and Budd\/
the E\ﬁjo\n us for the special occasionl
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Our students and staff enjoyed par’r'\c'\pa’r‘mg in our first Spirit Week of the
Year!




Our 4th gmders enjoyed maK\ng homemade cmnberr\/ sauce with our Food
Services Depar’rmenﬂ Check out this newsletter for more information and a
rec'\Pe\.

Our m'\d—year awards ceremony is coming up at the end of the monthl!
Families of award rec'\p'\ems will receive a letter noﬂf\/mg them prior to the
ceremony.

John F. Kennedy School (JFK School)

I'm excited to share some of the wonderful events and accomp\'\shmen’rs from
the past month at JFK Schooll

Ho\\day Store
We recenﬂ\/ hosted our annual ho\'\do\\/ store, where students had the

opportunity to purchase gifts for their families at prices ranging from $025 to


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1otFrvvgIPp3amiSae4Dr8KO3DqdPLRTg/view?usp=drive_link

$6.00. This event not on\y allowed students to practice budgeﬂng but also
fostered a sense of joy and generosity as they carefully selected gifts for their
loved ones.

Strong Literacy Work

Our \'\Temcy work has been a standout highlight this month. During recent
walkthroughs in Hth and Sth grades, observers were impressed with the
implementation of the F\uency Accuracy Plan. Teachers showcased several Ke\/
elements of the plan in their instruction, including building background
Knowledge, vocabu\ar\/ development, word ana\ys'\s, and fext reading

The lessons were excepﬂona\\\/ well-prepared, with slide presentations serving
as an effective ool fo guide students through the plan. Students were ac‘r‘\ve\\/
engaged and demonstrated confidence in their ab‘\\’n“y to read more fluently, a
testament to the dedication of our staff and the robust science of reading
work taking place at the JFK School.

First Grade's "Magnificent Things

Our first-grade students took on an exciting project this month, creating their
very own "Magnificent Things” This activity required them to colloborate, take
initiative, and persevere as they worked to design something useful and
meaningful. Once completed, the students proudly showcased their
magnificent creations to their peers and families, highlighting their creativity,
problem-solving skills, and hard work

Annual Sing-Along

In the spirit of the season, we hosted our annual smg—a\ong event, where the
JFK School commun‘w\/ came Togefher to sing a var'\eT\/ of ho\'\da\/ soNgs. This



tradition brough’r Joy and connection as we prepared 10 head into the hol'\da\/
break

Chartwells *Spice It Up" Experience

On December 10th, Chartwells brough’r their engaging "Spice It Up" experience
10 our Srd—gmde classrooms. This interactive event introduced students o
globa\ cuisines Through a focus on beans and spices.

The program began with a video about the lifecycle of a bean, paired with an
educational worksheet to reinforce learning Students then explored vibrant
spices and sampled a Mex'\can—sf\/\e black bean dish while learning about the
role of spices in enhancing flavor.

This event not only inspired students to think creatively about food but also
encoumged them 1o explore hea\’rh\/, g\oba\\y—'\nsp\red cooking,

These moments illustrate the vibrant, engaging, and meanmgﬂ)\ Work
happemng every da\/ at the JFK School. We're so proud of our students, stoff,

and community for making these experiences possible.

Wishing You all a wonderful start to the new \/ear\.

North Randolph School (North Randolph)

December was a time of fun, Fam‘\\y and \eammg\.

Grade 2 students and families celebrated their learning about schools around
the world b\/ hav'\ng a student book showcase. Kids ’raughT their families about
how schools around the world can be different and similar.
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Students are channeling their inner paleontologist to discover facts and details
about fossils through texts, pictures, and videos. They are writing about fossils
and paleontologists in informational paragraphs. VWe even had a special visitor,
Mary Anning, the first paleontologist, come to teach us about her life.
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Students are strengthening their math thinking skills by participating in
number falks. Students are working on finding multiple ways to solve
problems and justifying and explaining their thinking to their peers. Students
work on collaboration and perseverance throughout their math block




We closed out 2024 with a whole school sing-along aond spirit weekl Staff and
students sang along together and wore cozy PJs in preparation of the

upcoming ho\'\days. We also had a D'\sne\/ da\/ and we had a visit from V\/end\/
from Peter Pan and Cruella DeVillel

Young Elementary School (Young School)

December was a very busy month here at the Young school. Our PTO hosted
another wonderful Fam‘\\\/ event with the Winter Wonderland Dance.



Students and their families enjoyed snacks, crafts, and of course great music
and danc'\ng. It was wonderful to see so many of our families havmg fun
TogeTher. VWe have a wonderful commun'n‘\/ here at the Young School.

In keeping with a tradition here at the Young School, the staff worked together
to provide ho\'\da\/ gifts for several of our families. A giving tree was created
where staff members took tags and purchased gifts for our identified
families. 1048 Bar and Grill also made incredibly generous donations to ensure
families were able to have a joyous ho\’\da\/. We were all s0 happy fo
participate and look forward to continuing this tradition moving forward.
Special thanks to all who donated, especially Christine Letourneau for
organizing the project.

““ Students in grades four and five were fortunate to

)|

be able to experience a program with the
Massachusetts Audubon Society about Birds of Prey.
Jill They not only learned about the many magnificent
C birds of prey species here in Massachusetts, but also
‘ ;.3’3 got to meet love owls and examine the many
adaptations that make them such good hunters in




V.

Equity
Excellence
'nnovatios

the wild. Students deve\oPed a new appreciation for the vast amount of
wildlife r'\gh’r here in our local forests.

Our annual Winter Sing-Along was held on December 19th to the delight of all
students and staff. Each grade level practiced songs in their music classes.
Students were able to perform their grade level song in front of the rest of
the school. There were also some whole group numbers that I'm sure our
neighbors could hear. We even had a visit from Buddy the EIf who sang with
the children. There is no sound as joyous as the sounds of ovetr 300 children
singing in unison. Special thanks to Inez Arellano and her music department
colleagues for putting the program together.
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Randolph Community Middle School (RCMS)

Congm‘ru\aﬂons to Mr. Rivera Concannon (Grade 7 Social Studies) on be‘mg

featured in the Investigating H'\s’rory video series! Check out M 3 kena's video
HERE

Grade 6 STEM students in Mr. Carlson's class participated in a STEM Fair on
December 18th. Students designed and programmed personalized alarm
systems. The classes were pleased to welcome several visitors from other
classrooms as well as parents.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMThNyMWcAs
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Pro-Wrestler visits RCMS Students!
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Pro-wrestler, Amhon\/ Greene, sent a few motivational videos to RCMS
students while wrestling in Japan. On a return visit home, An’rhony took time
To meet these students to share stories of his wresﬂ'mgjoume\/, show off a
recent competition that he won, take pictures, and sign autographs for
everyone.

The Turner Free L\bmr\/ hosted the Hall of Trees Winter ONEderland.
RCMS National Junior Honoyr Soc'\eJr\/ members decorated a tree and were
excited o come in third p\ace\.

SWEATER
CONTEST
WINNER!!



Thank you fo staff and students for demonstrating school spirit and
brightening the hallways.

I L C1LIND
i someone could
usea

HOLIDAY
DOOR !
DECORATING
CONTEST! |




Randolph High School (RHS)

PaThways to Possibilities SPec'\a\ event at RHS
Sm‘urday, danuary 1, 9:00 AM -12.00 PM

An RHS Level Up Event
Inferested in steam? Join us for a hands-on worKshoP exp\or'\ng all RHS has
to offer!

Check out RHS:

Hands-on activities in Biomedical, Engineering, and Computer Science
Meet RHS Alumni

Breakfast will be served

Exciting raffle prizes

HANDS-ON

NGINEERING & CO

RPS students and families from Sth gmde t0 12th gmde are encoumged 110)
Jjoin us at this sPec'\a\ event. Come and participate in STEM activities that are
tied to the curriculum. Learn about innovative programs coming to RHS such



as “ear\\/ college’ and much more. Breakfast, raffles and other exciting
g'\veaways will happen at the event.

RHS is Becorming an Early College School

RHS is becoming an “ear\\/ college” school, which will allow all students the
opporfunity to earn 12 college credits between 9th and 12th grade. This is an
amazing opportunity that is not available at all high schools. More information
to follow soon.

RHS Athletics Update

After an impressive junior season Mekhi VWhite, from the RHS football team,
has been named to the Boston Globe All-Scholastic team. Combining for a
total of 34 touchdowns, 1300 rushing yards and impressive defensive
performances! Mekhi was named as one of the best p\a\/ers in the state.

The winter sports are underway. Congratulations to Boys Basketball and Girls
and Boys Track all for noTch'\ng wins over the past weeks. With e'\ghT different
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teams competing, all game schedules can be seen live at:
https://arbiterlivecom/School/Calendar/18853

High Levels of Engagement in AP US. History Classes This Week
Students in Mr. Bouffards AP US H'\s’ror\/ Class took a look at the

Reconstruction Era within American H'\sTory. In a collaborative way, students
had to determine "Who Killed Reconstruction” by examining a series of
primary source docurments while bringing in prior knowledge of the time
period.



https://arbiterlive.com/School/Calendar/18853
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Students worked and collaborated on thesis deve\opment evidence acqu\s'mon.
and suppom‘ed their stance with ana\ys\s and reasoning,

Students presented their findings to the class and engaged in back and forth
academic discourse further proving their claim!

We're proud to say that there are currenﬂ\/ 204 students enrolled in AP
courses, which is a big increase from the number enrolled last school year.
There are Typ\ca\\\/ around 15 AP courses offered each year, which prepare
students for the rigors of college. In our AP courses, students engage in high
level discourse, critical thinking skills, and an in-depth exploration of ideas.



Special Education and Student Services

Special Education Advisory Council (SEPAC)
A Special Election was held on Wednesday January 8, 2025 to fill positions of

President, Vice-President, Secremr\/, and Treasurer.

The SEPAC is a parent/guardian organization of students on an IEP that works
in conjunction with Randolph Public Schools. Its mission is to advise,
strengthen, and encourage open communication between the school district
and parents of special education students.

RISE Fam\\y Event
This is an event for the JFK School's RISE families to learn about autistm, ABA,

behavior strategies and resources available to them. The event will take place
Thursday. danuary 16, 2025 at the JFK School from 6:00 PM - 7.00 PM.

The Inferconnected lmpact
Calm corners, safe \eam'\ng environments, and inclusive practices are deep\\/

interconnected. VWhen these elements are integrated effecﬂve\y, ’rhe\/ Create
classrooms where every student has the opportunity to thrive academ'\ca\\y,
socially, and emotionally. At North, all classrooms are equipped with necessary
resources, and staff conﬂnuous\y monitor and adapt practices to meet the
evolving needs of our students. Together, these efforts \a\/ the foundation for
lifelong success.

Calm Corners
Calm corners are des'\gna‘red spaces within the classroom that prov'\de

students with a safe and structured area to self-regulate and de-escalate

when they feel overwhelmed. By proactively teaching students how and when
1o use these spaces, educators can empower them to manage their emotions
without disrupting the learning environment. These corners not only promote
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emotional we\\—be'\ng but also increase a student's capac'\T\/ o engage
mean'\ngm\\y in classroom activities.

Safe Learning Environments
A safe learning environment goes beyond physical safety — it encompasses

emotional, social, and psychological security. Students thrive in environments
where they feel valued, respected, and understood. A safe environment includes
consistent routines, clear expectations, and the use of positive behavioral
supports 1o reduce unpred'\cmb'\\ﬁ\/ and stress. Safe spaces allow students to
take academic and social risks, fostering growth and confidence.




At North Randolph E\emen’rary School, our commitment fo fostering a
supportive, inclusive, and engaging learning environment is evident in how our
students are thriving and becoming the best versions of themselves. B\/
combining strategies like calm corners, safe learning environments, and
inclusion in classrooms with broader initiatives such as PBIS incentives and
meaningful ‘r‘am'\\y and community activities, we are building a school culture
that celebrates d'\vers’n“\/ and achievement.

Family and Community Engagement
Our Fam'\\\/ and communﬁ\/ activities h'\gh\'\gh’r the importance of collaboration

in supporting student grow’rh and deve\oPmenT. Events like our Second Grade
Book Presentation and Fourth Grade PoeTry Read'\ng showcase our students'
hard work, creaﬂvﬁ\/, and g\oba\ awareness.

e Second Grade Book Presentation: Students demonstrated their
understanding of d‘\versﬁ\/ and global education by writing a book about
the similarities and differences between our school and schools in Haiti,
Bangladesh, and India. This project emphasized the value of cultural
appreciation and the interconnectedness of our world.



N/,

Equity
Excellence
'nnovatios

e Fourth Grade Poetry Reading: Through poetry, our fourth graders
expressed their thoughts, emotions, and creativity, sharing their work
with peers, families, and the community. These events not only celebrate
student accomplishments but also build confidence and communication
skills.




Student Services Updates

Social Workers and School Adjustment counselors have been working on
refresher courses on Functional Behavior Analysis and Cognitive Behavioral
Thempy o better support students. Over the past few months, school based
staff have observed and reported an increase in students who have
experienced trauma. As a result, students may communicate what they need
through unexpected or unskilled behavior. The hope is that, as staff continue to
implement the tools ’rhey have gained from their training, we will begin fo see
fewer cases of unskilled behavior among students who have experienced
trauma.

Below are the key components of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy:

o Core Beliefs are created from past experiences

e People of all ages can struggle with processing their thoughts, feelings,
and past experiences

e The process of thinking about and acknowledging the past event, can
help eliminate the negative response to the problem over time.

B ' cerpt the Functs B ' is Traini

Functional Behavioral Ana\\/s'\s Training is critical for:

e Conducting assessments that lead to proactive programming, focusing
on measurable goals, and resulting in meaningful change and
educational benefit

o Addresses problem behavior in positive and proactive ways

Add'\‘r'\ona\\y, HEY Rando\phl has connected with the Student Services AD to
exp\ore the poss'\b'\lﬁ\/ of conducﬂng a vvorKshoP for families to discuss
substance use awareness. HEY Rando\ph\. p\ans to conduct a combination of



in-person and virtual sessions for families. Depend'\ng on feedback from
families, there may also be a series of ToP'\cs regard'\ng \/ou’rh substance use 1o
support families in navigating substance use among \/ouTh.

PRE-K NEWSI
December was a month of celebrations! The Pre-K students performed a

s‘mg—along as They visited K-5 classrooms. Songs included: J\ng\e Bells and
Dreide.

Multilingual Learners Updates
The past month has been a busy one for our mu\ﬂ\'\ngua\ learners program.

Man\/ schools have been hard at work preparing for our upcoming state
Eng\'\sh assessment - the ACCESS test - which will be given fo all mu\’r'\\'\ngua\
learners in K-12 in danuar\/ and Februar\/.

Randolph Families First Community Impact Project
We have a wonderful team of parent leaders who attended the Families First

Parent leadership training last year. They have been working with the MLL
Department to design a survey that would engage and empower community
voices around topics such as school communications, connections, belonging
and decision-making opportunities. Last month the team met with the
superintendent to finalize the survey and align it dose\y with the district's
strategic priorities. Look out for the survey in the next monthl

Hello Parents, 5
b
We are Community Impact Project (CIP) Fellows working on
gathering data to improve family engagement practices and
policies for Randolph Public Schools.

Wons

Our team is made up of four parents and we want to hear from
you!

Please look out for a survey that will be coming home soon. /ﬁf‘a
RS




ELPAC
The ELPAC (Engl‘\sh Learner Parent Adv'\sory Councih) is an orgamza’r’\on for

parents and guardians of current and former multilingual learners that works
with Randolph Public Schools. Its mission is to advise the school district and
Randolph School Committee on matters related to multilingual learners, to
empower multilingual parents/quardians within our very diverse community.

We will be ho\d'\ng our first ELPAC meeting on domggq 30, 2025, from 6 PM -

1 PM Please Keep an eye out for an invitation coming soon!

English Learner Parent
Advisory Council
(ELPAC)

e Meet the new assistant director
e Meet other multilingual parents
e Give your opinion

"
g
January 30, 2023 v % -

6 pm - 7T pm
Randolph High School
Library > 9

SE Regional ELE Directors Meeting
Rando\ph Was proud to host Eng\'\sh Learner Education Directors from school

districts across the South Shore on Decembeyr 61h. This is a momh\\/ gmhermg
that meets 1o discuss current topics and problems of practice in mu\ﬂlmgua\
learner education and o collaborate for solutions.



At this meeting we had the opportunity to discuss some of the potential
concerns around upcoming changes in our presidential administration and how
best to support our multicultural population through resources, factual
information, and relationship-building,

ACCESS State Testing
This month marks the beginning of the state testing window for the ACCESS

for ELLS \anguage proﬂc‘\ency test. Each year, all students in mu\ﬂ\’mgua\
learner programs take this test The test measures academic Eng\'\sh \anguage
proficiency for students learning English in our school and throughout our
state.

Teachers in our school use this information to help them make decisions about
instruction for your child. Test scores also help teachers track your child's
progress in learning academic English and help schools decide what English
language support services to provide. You can use test information to advocate
for your child at school. Results will be available b\/ the end of May 2025.

Health Eqp\’ry Collaborative

JOIN US IN CREATING

A HEALTHIER FUTURE

FOR OUR KIDS AND TEENS
i PARENTS!
Y

YOUR VoK
MATTERS)

WHAT IS HEALTH EQUITY?
of race, incema. 3

and op
i fardolph

I WHAT'S INIT FOR YOU?
)




We're excited o presenJr to You a Healthier Future ’rhrough the HealTh\/
Rando\ph Collaborative to advance health equ'rr\/ for our Kids and teensl!

Join Us at These Community Engagement Sessions to learn more:
e ‘Thursday, January 16th, 6:00 PM - 730 PM at Randolph High School

° Fr'\da\/, January 17th, 1200 PM - 230 PM at Rcmdo\ph \n’rergenem’r'\ona\
CommumT\/ Center

What's in it for YOU?
e Paid \eadersh'\p 0pporTun'\T'\es for students and paren‘rs

e Gain \eadersh'\p and advocacy experience
e Make a difference in our communﬁy‘s healthl
Multilingual families encouraged to apply!

Reg\s’rer here:
h‘r‘rps://docs.goog\e.com/f‘orms/d/e/]FA\pQLSdLWa\/\/U@QG‘rV\/uchBToTXd2u1\I/FxXE

DpﬂT\/WSLUvC\/\/zGLpW/ viewform

Registration Updates

K‘mdergarfen registration for the upcoming 2025-2026 school year starts on
February 3rd until March 28, 2025.

To register your child, p\ease read this webpage p\ease click here for an in
person registration appointment or call 781-961-6247 on Monda\/s—Fr'\da\/s
from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. We encourage you to register your child dur‘mg this


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd47aWU99GtWucBfBTotXd2u1yFxXEDpt1tywSLUvCWzG1_pw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd47aWU99GtWucBfBTotXd2u1yFxXEDpt1tywSLUvCWzG1_pw/viewform
https://www.randolph.k12.ma.us/registration/index
https://calendly.com/d/yp9-7yw-wjb/1hour?back=1&month=2024-01

reg‘\sTm’r‘\on per’\od 10 secure their SPOT or p\acemen‘r within their ne'\ghborhood
school.

Please note: If your child attends or attended the Pre-K Program in
Randolph Public Schools, please complete the infention form sent b
Mrs. Renee Downes-Gilkes. It is not necessary to register your child for
Kindergarten. Filling out the intention form is a requirement.

If you have any questions or concerns about the kindergarten registration
process, p\ease do not hesitate to reach out to the Registration Office. We are
here to support you and your child every step of the way.

Family Engagement Updates

Here are some events for parems/‘r‘am'\\'\es/careg'\vers t0 par’r'\c'\pa’re in for the

month of January\.

1. Hea\’rhy Equny Collaborative
o Date: danuary 16, 2025 | Time: 6:00 PM - 7.:30 PM | Location:

RHS
o Date: danuary 17, 2025 | Time:12:00 PM - 2.30 PM | Location:
RICC

2. Families First: Power of Parenting
o Info Session: Januar\/ 21, 2025

o 12-Week Program: danuar\/ 28 - April 2025 (Virtuab
o Time: 6:.00 PM - 715 PM

3. Kindergarten Readiness Night
o Week of: January 29, 2025

o Time: 6:00 PM - 730 PM
o Location: RICC



4 ELPAC Meeﬂng
o When: poss'\b\y 4th week of danuar\/ 2025 (Date: To be

Confirmed)

Sincerely,

Alpha San‘ord, MEd CAGS, Director of Special Education and Student Services
Danielle Galvin, Assistant Director of Special Education

Dr. Jennifer Herring, Assistant Director of Student Services

Kait Zanzerkia, Assistant Director of Multilingual Learners and World
Language

Renee Downes-Gilkes, Early Childhood Coordinator

Regina Federle, Registrar

Music Department Updates

Tis the season of joy and musict RCMS and RHS had their first concert
performances of the school year, held in the RHS auditorium. It was amazing
o see and hear the significant growth in numbers and musicianship from
both our choral and band programs.

WE'VE GONE GREE



Music teachers Tracy Duguay, Sara Goddu, and Sean Donnelly led the
community in a fown-wide Ho\'\da\/ Sing-along during the Winter ONEderland
Festival The performance was book-ended by the ever so festive RHS
Marching Band, who p\ayed fun hol'\da\/ medlies while the color guard
performed.

Ho\'\da\/ Sing-alongs were hosted at each of the Randolph Public Schools
Elementary Schools. Music teachers Inez Areallano, Emily Bilodeau, and
Stephen Twiraga prepared all students 1o lead the schools in portions of the
sing-along There were surprise visits from Budd\/ the EIf at some schools. The
RHS Chamber Singers opened the program at Young with Carol of the Bells,
and some families were able to attend at the JFK and Donovan Schools.
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*Tanpri souple kontakte lyezon pou fanmi Ki pale Kreyol Ayisyen yo nan
781-807-0081.

* Para ayuda en Espanol, por favor llame al 339-209-2539,

* Para auxilio em Porfugues por favor | /gue para o nimero 339-204-5505,

* Néu quy v/ ¢ cau hdi nao khac, lam on lién hé ph/en dich vién f/eng Viét, tai
339-216-2400,
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