
Journey to the End of the Earth by Tishani Doshi (Class XII) 

 

Brief Plot Lines 

Introduction to the Journey: 

The narrator embarks on a journey to Antarctica aboard the Russian research vessel 
Akademik Shokalskiy. 

The journey is part of the Students on Ice program to make young people aware of 
environmental concerns. 

 

Antarctica's Significance: 

Antarctica is described as the coldest, driest, and windiest continent. 

The narrator reflects on its pristine beauty, historical significance, and ecological importance. 

 

History of Antarctica: 

The author discusses Antarctica's formation 650 million years ago as part of the 
supercontinent Gondwana. 

The breakup of Gondwana is linked to climate changes and biodiversity evolution. 

 

Climate Change Concerns: 

Antarctica serves as a warning for global warming, with melting ice sheets and collapsing 
ecosystems. 

It provides scientists with data on the Earth's past, present, and potential future. 

 

Reflection on Human Impact: 

The journey highlights the interconnectedness of human actions and natural ecosystems. 

The narrator emphasizes the importance of preserving this fragile ecosystem. 

 

Themes 

Environmental Awareness: 

The story underscores the urgent need to combat climate change and preserve biodiversity. 

 

Interconnectedness of Life: 



It reflects on the impact of human activities on Earth's ecosystems. 

 

Fragility of Nature: 

Antarctica's pristine beauty and vulnerability serve as a metaphor for the delicate balance of 
nature. 

 

Educational Value of Travel: 

The narrative emphasizes experiential learning, especially for young people, in understanding 
global issues. 

Questions and Answers 

Short Answer Questions 

1.​ Why is Antarctica significant in understanding climate change? 
●​ Antarctica holds ancient ice cores that reveal Earth's climate history and help predict 

future climatic trends. Its rapidly melting ice sheets signal the dire consequences of 
global warming. 

 

2.​ What does the author mean by 'Journey to the End of the Earth'? 
●​ The title metaphorically represents the geographical location of Antarctica and the 

extreme conditions that reflect the ultimate limit of human endurance and nature's 
vulnerability. 
 

3.​ How did the Gondwana supercontinent contribute to the Earth's biodiversity? 
●​ The breakup of Gondwana led to the creation of new landforms and climates, 

fostering diverse ecosystems and evolutionary changes in flora and fauna. 

Long Answer Questions 

1)​ Discuss the significance of the Students on Ice program as highlighted in the story. 
●​ The program provides young students with firsthand experiences of climate change 

and ecological balance, fostering environmental consciousness. It helps them 
understand the importance of reducing their carbon footprint and encourages 
sustainable practices. 
2)​ How does Tishani Doshi use her Antarctic experience to highlight environmental 

concerns? 
●​ Doshi uses vivid descriptions of Antarctica's landscape, discusses its historical and 

scientific importance, and explains the impact of global warming on its fragile 
ecosystem. She urges readers to consider the repercussions of human actions on the 

planet. 

 


