John 7

Do God’s Will to Know His Doctrine

During the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem, Jesus explained how anyone could know for themselves that the
doctrine He taught was from Heavenly Father. This lesson will help you discover what you can do to know the truth of
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ’s teachings.

Different beliefs about Jesus Christ
Answer the following questions:

e What are some beliefs people have about who Jesus Christ is?

e Why is it important for you to know the truth about Jesus Christ no matter what others might think?

Take a minute to think about what has influenced your beliefs about Jesus Christ. Determine what sources you tend
to turn to for truth, and ponder how they influence your beliefs. As you study today, look for what you can do to
know the truth about Jesus Christ and His teachings.

Because there were many in Jerusalem who wanted to kill Jesus, He attended the Feast of Tabernacles in secret
(see John 7:1, 10). As the Jews looked for Jesus, and throughout the feast, people shared different opinions with each
other about who Jesus was.

To find out what people were saying about Jesus, choose two or three of the following references, and answer the
guestions that follow.

lohn 7:12, What different ideas did people have about who Jesus was?

Why did some people believe in Jesus?

John 7:31
lohn Why did people discuss where Jesus was from?
7:41-42,52
What was it about Jesus that stood out to the officers who
were asked to arrest Him?
John 7:45-46
How did the Pharisees describe anyone who believed in Jesus?
John 7:47

e What reasons did people give for believing or not believing in Jesus Christ?

e What are some opinions people have about Jesus Christ and His teachings today?
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https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/nt/john/7.41-42,52?lang=eng#p41
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e How can we know the truth about Jesus Christ and what He teaches?

Knowing the truth about Jesus Christ and His teachings
During the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus went to the temple to teach. He explained to the people there that both the
doctrine He taught and He Himself were from Heavenly Father (see John 7:14, 16-18, 28-29)

John 7:17 is a doctrinal mastery passage. Consider marking it in a distinctive way so you can find it easily. You will
learn more about this doctrinal mastery passage in the next lesson.

Read John 7:17, looking for what Jesus said the people could do to know that what Jesus taught was true and that He
was sent from Heavenly Father.

One principle we can learn from this verse is that if we do Heavenly Father’s will, we can know His doctrine is true.
Doing Heavenly Father’s will means living as He wants us to live. The Savior Jesus Christ always lived by and taught
Heavenly Father’s will.

Answer the following questions:

e What examples could you share of Jesus doing the Father’s will?

e What can be difficult about living a principle that we do not yet know is true?

President Bonnie L. Oscarson, former Young Women General President, gave the following counsel about coming to
know truth:

Sometimes we try to do it backward. For example, we may take this approach: | will be happy to live the law of
tithing, but first | need to know that it’s true. Maybe we even pray to gain a testimony of the law of tithing and hope
the Lord will bless us with that testimony before we have ever filled out a tithing slip. It just doesn’t work that way.
The Lord expects us to exercise faith. We have to consistently pay a full and honest tithe in order to gain a testimony
of tithing. This same pattern applies to all the principles of the gospel, whether it is the law of chastity, the principle of
modesty, the Word of Wisdom, or the law of the fast. (Bonnie L. Oscarson, “Be Ye Converted,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov.
2013, 77)

e Why do you think Jesus Christ wants us to know that His doctrine comes from Heavenly Father and that it is true?

e How can knowing Jesus Christ’s doctrine is true also help us come to know Him?
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Choose one of the Lord’s teachings that you would like to strengthen your testimony of. For some ideas of His
teachings, you could look up talks addressed to youth in a recent general conference. You could also look for ideas in
the For the Strength of Youth (2011) booklet or in the For the Strength of Youth magazine. Invite the Spirit to help you

choose one of the Lord’s teachings to focus on that would bless you most at this time in your life.

1. Complete the following activity:

Write the teaching you chose:

Now think of a simple image or object that you could draw to represent this doctrine, and draw it in the centre of the
blank space below.

For example, you may have chosen to strengthen your testimony of the Book of Mormon as the word of God. You
could draw a simple picture of the Book of Mormon.

To help you think through what it will take to receive a testimony of the teaching you chose, think of different actions
Heavenly Father might want you to take related to the teaching. Write at least three actions around the picture you
drew.


https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/manual/for-the-strength-of-youth
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/magazines/for-the-strength-of-youth?lang=eng

Think about how having a stronger testimony of this doctrine might influence your relationship with Heavenly Father
and Jesus Christ.

2. In the area below your drawing, answer the following questions:

e What obstacles might prevent you from living this doctrine? How will you overcome these obstacles?

e What is important to understand about the time and effort it might require to know that this doctrine is from
God?

You may want to share your plans with a family member who could help you live the doctrine and come to know that
it is from God.



