
 

Keywords:  
seattle christmas market 
christmas market 
german christmas market 
cambria christmas market 
chicago christmas market 
atlanta christmas market 
denver christmas market 
german christmas markets 
christmas market seattle 
bethlehem christmas market 
vienna christmas market 
christmas market dc 
frankfurt christmas market 
munich christmas market 
best christmas markets in germany 
london christmas markets​ 
 

 
 

 From Munich to Cambria Exploring 11 of the Best Christmas Markets
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cBK4a_Fw-4phZTITtFmYZ6-Zkbi8ElKS?usp=drive_link


 

From Munich to Cambria: Exploring 11 
of the Best Christmas Markets 
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Looking to level up your holiday spirit? Forget scrolling through Instagram photos of twinkling 
lights and cups of mulled wine – it's time to experience the real deal. We've tracked down the 
most magical Christmas markets across Europe and America, from centuries-old traditions 
to modern festive powerhouses.  

Get ready for a sleigh-load of insider tips on where to find the best Glühwein, most 
gram-worthy light displays, and authentic holiday treats that'll make your regular eggnog feel 
seriously basic. This guide explores 11 remarkable Christmas markets worth checking out 
this holiday season.  

 

https://www.oneair.ai/travel-guides/top-christmas-vacation-deals-for-2024-best-discounts-on-flights-hotels-and-packages/
https://www.oneair.ai/travel-guides/best-times-to-book-thanksgiving-and-christmas-flights/


 

1.​Munich Christmas Market 

Photo by Antonio Gravate from Canva 

When: November 24 to December 24, 2025​
Location: Marienplatz, Munich, Germany​
Best For: Traditional German Christmas experience 

When travelers wonder what is considered the best Christmas market in Germany, Munich's 
Christkindlmarkt consistently tops the list. This is where Christmas magic began—literally. 
Marienplatz becomes the heart of Bavaria’s holiday festivities during the Munich Christmas 
Market. This iconic market dates back to the 14th century, with its stalls selling traditional 
Bavarian ornaments, handcrafted nutcrackers, and fragrant lebkuchen (gingerbread). 

At its center stands a towering Christmas tree, illuminated against the Gothic backdrop of the 
Neues Rathaus. Don’t miss the Feuerzangenbowle, a mulled wine spectacle where sugar 
cubes are set aflame and caramelized into your drink—a must-try for a truly Bavarian 
Christmas experience. Visit weekdays before 4 PM to avoid peak crowds and secure the 
best deals on crafts. 

 

2.​Frankfurt Christmas Market 

https://www.munich.travel/en/topics/markets-festivals/christmas-markets
https://www.munich.travel/en/topics/markets-festivals/christmas-markets
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When: November 24 to December 22, 2025​
Location: Römerberg Square​
Best For: Historic atmosphere and local specialties  

In the heart of the Römerberg Square, the Frankfurt Christmas Market dazzles visitors with 
its grandeur. Most travelers find that spending half a day here allows you to fully experience 
the market's grandeur, while 3 to 4 days lets you explore multiple cities.  

Known for its enormous Christmas tree and authentic German crafts, this market is a hub of 
holiday spirit. Stalls brim with gifts, Bethmännchen (almond marzipan cookies), hot apple 
wine, Frankfurt’s twist on mulled wine. The Christmas market in Frankfurt stretches from 
Römerberg through Paulsplatz to the Mainkai riverbank, offering over 200 festively 
decorated stalls. Live brass bands add to the festive atmosphere, creating the perfect 
soundtrack for your holiday stroll.  

Climb the nearby St. Bartholomew’s Cathedral for breathtaking views of this historic German 
Christmas market. The best photo opportunities are from the cathedral’s observation deck 
between 4 and 5 PM. 

 

3.​Vienna Christmas Market 

https://www.visitfrankfurt.travel/en/experience/festival-and-events/frankfurt-christmas-market
https://oneair.ai/flights/cheap-flights-to-frankfurt/
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When: November 14 to December 26, 2025​
Location: Rathausplatz​
Best For: Imperial grandeur and ice skating 

Travelers often debate which river is better for Christmas markets: the Rhine or the Danube. 
While both river regions shine, Vienna on the Danube provides imperial elegance that's hard 
to beat. It takes Christmas markets to regal heights, with the Vienna Christmas Market at 
Rathausplatz setting the stage, running through December 26, longer than most German 
markets. 

Over 150 stalls showcase artisanal crafts, festive decorations, and delectable 
Weihnachtspunsch (Christmas punch). The city’s imperial charm continues at Schönbrunn 
Palace’s market, where handmade treasures and cozy lights create an intimate atmosphere. 
Ice skating trails meander through Rathausplatz, making this market an interactive winter 
wonderland. Purchase the Vienna Pass for free ice skating and market perks. 

 

4.​London Christmas Markets 

https://www.oneair.ai/flights/cheap-flights-to-vienna-austria/
https://www.visitingvienna.com/sightseeing/christmas-markets/
https://www.viennapass.de/en


 

Photo by Alexey_Fedoren from Getty Images 

When: November 14, 2025, to January 1, 2025​
Location: Hyde Park Winter Wonderland​
Best For: Family entertainment and diverse attractions 

Winter Wonderland at Hyde Park is the crown jewel of London Christmas markets, offering 
more than just stalls. This festive extravaganza includes the UK’s largest open-air ice rink, 
thrilling fairground rides, and a Magical Ice Kingdom where sculptures dazzle in frosty 
perfection. 

With over 150 rides and attractions, it's one of the largest Christmas events in Europe. New 
for 2025, the Luminarie Lane features stunning Italian-designed light installations, while the 
expanded Santa Land includes an interactive Elves Workshop and London's largest free 
Santa's Grotto experience. 

Shop for handmade gifts at the Bavarian Village, then warm up with bratwurst and spiced 
cider in one of the cozy beer halls. With live performances and a Giant Wheel, this 
Christmas market in London is a full holiday experience. Book evening slots (after 7 PM) for 
reduced entrance fees and smaller crowds. 

 

5.​Bethlehem Christmas Market 

https://hydeparkwinterwonderland.com/
https://oneair.ai/flights/cheap-flights-to-london-united-kingdom/


 

Photo by peeterv from Getty Images Signature 

When: November 14-16, 21-23, 28-30; December 4-7, 11-14, 18-21, 2025​
Location: PNC Plaza at SteelStacks, 645 E. First St., Bethlehem, PA​
Best For: Small-town charm and authentic Moravian culture 

Pennsylvania’s Bethlehem Christmas Market brings small-town charm to life and has been 
recognized as one of the top holiday markets in the world by Travel + Leisure and USA 
TODAY's 10Best. It’s earned the official nickname “Christmas City USA” for good reason. 
Bethlehem’s Moravian roots shine through its luminaria-lined streets and handcrafted 
treasures. 

Free public parking is available at designated lots in the East Village and Coast Union High 
School, with complimentary shuttle service to the market. VIP parking passes are available 
for purchase at Cambria Nursery and Cambria Pines Lodge. Check out the expanded Winter 
Wonderland at the Levitt Pavilion, which now offers outdoor igloo rentals and additional 
family-friendly spaces. 

The live music and local treats, like hearty Moravian sugar cakes, make this a quintessential 
holiday destination. Don’t leave without visiting the Bethlehem Star atop South Mountain, 
which casts a magical glow over the town. Visit on Thursdays for special candlelight 
shopping experiences. 

 

6.​Chicago Christmas Market 

https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/events/holidays-christmas/christkindlmarkt/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/sea/destinations/worlds-most-magical-christmas-markets-to-visit-in-2025/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-holiday-market/
https://www.oneair.ai/cheap-hotel-deals/
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When: November 21 to December 24, 2025​
Location: Daley Plaza, 50 W Washington St, Chicago, IL 60602​
Best For: Authentic German Tradition in America 

The most celebrated Christkindlmarket in America is right here at Chicago's Daley Plaza. 
Since 1996, it has been bringing authentic German Christmas market traditions to the 
Midwest, modeled after 16th-century German markets. Admission is completely free at all 
three locations (Daley Plaza, Wrigleyville, and Aurora), making it one of the most accessible 
holiday experiences in America. 

Celebrating its 29th season in 2025, the Chicago Christmas Market at Daley Plaza 
transforms into a festive hub with over 60 authentic German stalls offering glühwein, 
bratwurst, and collectible holiday mugs. Christkind, the angelic mascot, regularly appears to 
share the market's heritage with visitors. It’s a lively, family-friendly event that draws locals 
and tourists alike.  

Most vendors come directly from Germany, selling hand-blown glass ornaments, wooden 
nutcrackers, and traditional Christmas pyramids. Catch the special one-day Krampus event 
on December 14, featuring themed photo stations and a collectible Krampus plush. The 
2025 commemorative mug showcases a festive red exterior with Chicago landmarks. 

Follow their social media for special event announcements and collector's mug previews. 

 

https://www.christkindlmarket.com/
https://www.instagram.com/thechristkindlmarket/?hl=en


 

7.​Seattle Christmas Market 

Photo from Seattle Christmas Market website 

When: November 20 to December 24, 2025​
Location: Fisher Pavilion & South Fountain Lawn at Seattle Center​
Best For: Nordic traditions with Pacific Northwest style 

The Seattle Christmas Market at Seattle Center stands out on the West Coast because of its 
fusion of Nordic traditions and local flair. Now in its third year, this market has quickly 
become a regional holiday staple, featuring over 80 vendors combining European and local 
artisans offering eco-friendly crafts and Scandinavian delicacies like krumkake and glögg 
(mulled wine). 

This Christmas market in Seattle is perfect for families with its live folk music and a festive 
atmosphere. Additions this year include daily snowfall experiences, hands-on workshops, 
and a charming Christmas Market carousel for that extra magic.  

The Christmas Market Express offers holiday-themed Seattle Monorail rides directly to the 
market from downtown. After exploring the stalls, ride up the Space Needle for breathtaking 
city views illuminated in holiday lights. Indoor-outdoor spaces make this an all-weather 
destination.​
 

8.​Cambria Christmas Market 

https://seattlechristmasmarket.com/
https://oneair.ai/travel-guides/beyond-the-haze-discovering-the-cleanest-cities-in-the-u-s/
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When: November 28 to December 31, 2025 (closed Dec 1-2, 8-9, 24-25) ​
Location: Cambria Pines Lodge, 2905 Burton Drive, Cambria, CA​
Best For: Light displays and California coastal charm 

California’s Cambria Christmas Market is a feast for the senses, with over 3 million LED 
bulbs across 30 miles of lighting installations. Celebrating its 14th season, this Central Coast 
destination features 48 vendor stalls with handcrafted gifts, German nutcrackers, 
hand-blown glass ornaments, and Bavarian treats. 

The market's German heritage shines through authentic glühwein served in collectible mugs 
and a traditional market atmosphere. The biergarten features nightly live music, BarrelHouse 
Brewing Co. beer, wood-fired pizza, and cozy fire pits. Kids love the Christmas Market 
Express miniature train and Santa's House photo opportunities. Be sure to capture the 
dazzling light tunnel—it’s an Instagram favorite!  

Tickets sell out quickly, so plan ahead to enjoy this magical Christmas market. Reserve 
accommodations at Cambria Pines Lodge for special market access. On "Lights Only" nights 
(December 1-2, 8-9, 24-25), lodge guests enjoy exclusive access to spectacular light 
displays without crowds. 

 

9.​Atlanta Christmas Market 

https://cambriachristmasmarket.com/
https://www.cambriapineslodge.com/


 

Photo by Sean Pavone from Getty Images 

When: November 28 to December 24, 2025​
Location: Lawrenceville Lawn, 210 Luckie Street, Lawrenceville, GA​
Best For: Southern hospitality meets German tradition 

The Atlanta Christmas Market has found its new home at Lawrenceville Lawn in downtown 
Lawrenceville, just north of Atlanta. After previous locations at Atlantic Station, Centennial 
Olympic Park, and Buckhead Village, this move offers significant improvements like free 
parking, wider walkways, and the magical Winterlight Walk along Constitution Boulevard.  

From freshly baked stollen to sizzling schnitzel, the culinary offerings at the 80 
Bavarian-style wooden chalets are as delightful as the hand-carved gifts on display. Children 
will love storytime with Santa, while adults can relax in the communal tent with mulled wine. 
Visit during "Lights & Lanterns" nights for special programming. It’s a festive escape perfect 
for families and couples alike. Admission is completely free. 

 

10.​ Denver Christmas Market 

https://www.christkindlmarket.org/
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When: November 21 to December 23, 2025​
Location: Tivoli Quad at Auraria Campus​
Best For: Mountain views and massive holiday celebrations 

While Chicago claims the largest, Denver's market stands out for its authentic Rocky 
Mountain setting and quarter-century tradition. The Denver Christmas Market celebrates its 
25th anniversary at a new location—Tivoli Quad at Auraria Campus, paying homage to 
Denver's German heritage through the historic Tivoli Brewery. 

The new location offers more space, convenient public transit access, plenty of parking, and 
that historic brewery backdrop. Sip steaming glühwein in heated communal tents while 
exploring 60+ stalls with authentic German gifts, ornaments, and crafts. The Festival Hall 
stays open until 10 PM from Thursday to Saturday. 

This year, expect glass ornament workshops, an extended entertainment calendar with live 
music and storytimes, plus commemorative mugs and steins designed by Colorado artist Pat 
Milbery featuring the historic Tivoli Brewery. Evening temperatures can drop rapidly in 
Denver, so dress in layers. 

 

11.​  Washington D.C. Christmas Market 

https://www.christkindlmarketdenver.com/
https://oneair.ai/travel-guides/best-places-to-visit-in-the-us-in-december-2024/
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When: November 14 to December 23, 2025​
Location: 11 Dupont Circle on New Hampshire Ave, NW​
Best For: International variety and local artisans 

The Christmas Market in D.C. blends global culture with holiday cheer at Dupont Circle. In its 
second year at this iconic location, the market has moved one block east to New Hampshire 
Avenue, to a wider site near Kramer's Books & Café and just two blocks from Dupont Circle 
Metro. 

The market showcases 35+ small businesses with artisans, boutique brands, worldwide 
handcrafts, and unique gifts. Local musicians provide festive entertainment while you shop. 
After the market, take a short walk to see the National Christmas Tree on the White House 
Ellipse for a picture-perfect holiday finale. Use the Gallery Place-Chinatown station for easy 
access. 

The Downtown D.C. Holiday Market also opens November 21 at F Street NW with 100+ 
vendors, giving you two distinct experiences in the nation's capital. 

Takeaway 

Christmas markets are more than just shopping destinations—they’re an invitation to 
immerse yourself in the warmth, culture, and magic of the season. Whether you’re sipping 
glühwein in Munich, wandering light-filled tunnels in Cambria, or discovering local treasures 
in Seattle, these markets offer unforgettable holiday experiences. 

https://dcholidaymarket.net/
https://www.oneair.ai/travel-guides/10-perfect-destinations-for-a-magical-christmas-holiday/


 

Looking for the best travel deals to get you there? Sign up for FREE on OneAir for 
unbeatable savings on flights and hotels, and make your holiday getaway as magical as the 
markets themselves. 
 

FAQs 

When do Christmas markets start and end?​
Most European Christmas markets open in late November and close on December 23-24. 
Opening dates vary by city: London opens in mid-November, Vienna around November 15, 
and German markets typically start in the first week of Advent. 

Are Christmas markets open on Christmas Day?​
Most Christmas markets are closed on December 25th. Few markets in Vienna may remain 
open, but German, Austrian, and most American markets close by Christmas Eve. 

Which city hosts the largest Christmas market in the U.S.?​
Chicago, with 60+ authentic German vendors across three locations (Daley Plaza, 
Wrigleyville, Aurora), attracts millions of visitors annually. 

Which European cities have the best Christmas markets?​
Europe's most celebrated Christmas markets are located in several countries. Germany 
boasts exceptional markets in Nuremberg, Dresden, Munich, and Cologne. Austria's capital, 
Vienna, is renowned for its markets at Rathausplatz and Schönbrunn Palace.  

Which Christmas markets are most likely to have snow?​
Markets with the highest chance of snow are in the German mountain regions (especially 
Bavaria) and the Austrian Alpine cities.  

Are Christmas markets worth visiting?​
These markets feel like a winter wonderland, offering delicious seasonal treats, unique 
handcrafted gifts, and a special atmosphere. They're especially magical for families, with 
children's faces lighting up at the festive sights and sounds. 

What is the best Christmas market in Germany?​
Munich's Christkindlmarkt (most authentic, dating to the 14th century), Nuremberg's 
Christkindlesmarkt (most famous worldwide), and Rothenburg ob der Tauber (most romantic 
medieval setting) consistently rank as Germany's best. 

When is the best time to visit a Christmas market?​
Visit on weekday afternoons for fewer crowds. Early December strikes a great balance 
between a festive atmosphere and shopping options before the holiday rush. After sunset, 
enjoy the enchanting ambiance of illuminated stalls and twinkling lights. 

What can I expect to find at a Christmas market?​
Christmas markets are filled with seasonal delights. They showcase artisans with traditional 
crafts, vendors with regional food, and stalls offering warm beverages. Visitors can enjoy live 
entertainment, festive music, and activities for children amidst holiday decorations. 

https://app.oneair.ai/app/sign-up


 

Where is the best Christmas market in the USA?​
It depends on your preference. Chicago's Christkindlmarket offers the most authentic 
German experience. Bethlehem, PA, provides a historic American Christmas atmosphere. 
Leavenworth, WA, delivers European-looking Bavarian architecture. New York City offers the 
most variety at Bryant Park and Union Square. 
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