Antigone Notes and Quotes

The sections are named by line number (not page number).

Fill in the section(s) assigned to you.

IMPORTANT! Do not go back to old versions, or erase the work of others. Do
not use “undo” if other people are working on the doc at the same time as
you, or you will erase their work.

Sections of a Greek Play:
e Prologue (background exposition)
e Parados (entrance of the chorus)
e Episode (scene-like events)
e Stasimon (choral odes and reactions between the Episodes)
e Exedus (conclusion, lesson learned).

Part of the play Student assigned to
those Notes and
Quotes

G781-806 STASIMON Chorus on love, and the fate of Antigone Guigliemo

G 806-944 EPISODE (Statismon?) Antigone and Chorus debate civic duty, religious duty; Creon Guigliemo
joins the argument

H 945-987 STASIMON Chorus compares the fate of Antigone to that of Danae Josh

H 988-1014 Creon consults the blind prophet, Teiresias; Chorus gives its opinion and Creon Miranda, Sean

changes his mind

1015-1151 STASIMON Chorus praises Creon for his decision Sam, Justin

1152-1322, EPISODE Messengers arrive with news of death Luigi, Miguel

1322-1352 EXEDUS Creon learns his lesson through tragic failure - “wisdom is far the chief element | Josh, Guiglemo
in happiness/no irreverence towards the gods.”




Line 1-99, PROLOGUE Antigone and Ismene discuss Antigone’s plan

Essential Quotes
Antigone (34-39)
For whoever breaks [Creon’s] edict death is prescribed
And death by stoning publicly.
There you have it; soon you will show yourself
As noble both in your nature and your birth,
Or yourself as base, although of noble parents.

Ismene (61-64, 69)
You ought to realize we are only women,
Not meant in nature to fight against men,
And that we are ruled, by those who are stronger,
To obedience in this and even more painful matters.

Extravagant action is not sensible.




Antigone (72-75)
| myself will buy him. It will be good
To die, so doing. | shall lie by his side,
Loving him as he loved me; | shall be
A criminal - but a religious one.

Antigone (88)
| know | am pleasing those | should please most. [The gods and her
ancestors, rather than the human king.]

Antigone (96-97)
No suffering of mine will be enough to make me die ignobly.

Ismene (98-99)
Know this; that thought you are wrong to go, your friends are right to
love you.

Essential Literary Analysis and Evaluation (symbols, metaphors, motifs,
linguistic techniques)

Prologue- The opening to a Greek play. This is not exactly a traditional prologue,
which usually stands apart from the action of the play itself.

Exposition Like a prologue, this does give exposition - the backstory,
characterization, and essential information for the audience.

Wordplay: Lines 55- “Then mother and wife, two names in one, did shame violent
on her life, with twisted cords,” we see wordplay used to replicate the confused
parentage, and the “twisted” connotation of the situation and her death.

Foil Ismene is a foil to Antigone

Global Issues addressed (bold any that are present and give notes as to why)
Culture, identity, and community

Beliefs, Values, Education

Politics, power, justice

Art, Creativity, Imagination

Science, Tech, Environment

e Politics power and justice - Religious power vs. power of the king; Can
there be justice after a war?

e Culture and justice: Women raise to think they are below men; can a
leader who believes in the state above the individual take care of
individuals?;

e Beliefs and values: Morality how Antigone sees burying her brother -
traitor or good sister?

o Beliefs and identity: Should Antigone have been more understanding
of Ismene and not rejected her?

e Art and Creativity: Were the plays and festival of Dionysis an effective
way to make political and religious commentary in ancient Greece?
What religious and entertainment rituals today create religious
commentary?







Essential Quotes
At least 3, more if needed
e “But he that is loyal to the state in death, in life alike, shall have my honor.”
e “You shall leave him without burial; you shall watch him chewed up by birds
and dogs and violated.”
e ‘| rate him nowhere. For my part, god is my witness”
e ‘| here proclaim to this city that this man shall no one honor with a grave
and none shall mourn.”







HW B-, incomplete

Essential Quotes

At least 3, more if needed

“Polynices, roused by contentious quarrel; like an eagle flew into our country” -
110/111

“The god struck him down with hurled fire” - 131

“‘Now Victory, whose name is great, has come to Thebes” - 147/149

make notes detailing




Essential Quotes
At least 3, more if needed

Sentry line 275
e ‘| did not want to come”

Creon line 307
e “If you and your fellows don't find this man who with his own hand did the burial and bring him face to

face, your death will not be enough for me”

Creon line 316
e “Don’t you know your talk is painful enough anyway?”

and make notes detailing







Essential Quotes

Chorus ( 332-333)

“‘Many are the wonders, none is more wonderful than what is man.”

Chorus ( 358-362)

“‘He has a way against everything, and he faces nothing that is to come without
contrivance. Only against death can he call on no means of escape...”

Chorus ( 368-370)

“If he honours the laws of earth, and the justice of the gods he has confirmed by
oath, high is his city”

Chorus (376)

“Is this a portent sent by God?”




Essential Quotes
At least 3, more if needed

e Sentry: “We closed our eyes, enduring this plague sent by the gods.”
(422-423)

e Sentry: “She did not deny a word of it-to my joy, but to my pain as well.”
(435-436)

e Antigone: “It was not Zeus that made the proclamation; nor did Justice.”
(450-451)

e Antigone: ‘| know | will die -of course | do- even if you had not doomed me
by proclamation. | shall die before my time. | count that a profit. How can
such as I, that live among such troubles, not find a profit in
death?”(460-464)

e Antigone: “ A prince’s power is blessed in many things, not least in this, that
he can say and do whatever he likes” (505-507)

e Ismene: “Sister, do not dishonor me, denying me a common death with you,
a common honoring of the dead man.” (544-546)

e Creon:"Here are two girls; | think that one of them has suddenly lost her
wits - the other was always so.” (561-562)

e Chorus: “Your decision it seems is taken: she shall die:” (576)







HW D, very vague and incomplete

Essential Quotes
At least 3, more if needed
It steals on generation after generation within a breed - 582

Your power, O Zeus, what sin of man can limit - 660

Nothing very good comes to the life of mortal man without ruin to accompany it -
613




Essential Quotes
At least 3, more if needed

Creon to his son - “Is what you do have respect for rebels?”
Haemon to Creon - “The city mourns for this girl”

Creon - “Should the city tell me how | am to rule them?”
Creon - “It seems this boy is on the women's side”

Creon - “Hide her her alive in a rocky mountain”







Essential Quotes

At least 3, more if needed




Essential Quotes
At least 3, more if needed

“But there is some terrible power in destiny and neither wealth nor war nor
black ships, beaten by the sea,can give escape from it.” [951-4]

This alludes to the definite power of fate and destiny, and how, as mentioned
before in the summary, no matter how powerful one becomes, they cannot prevent
the overwhelming power of fate. No matter how influential or resistant one is to
sculpt their own desired destiny, their true and just fate is always realised.

“He had come to know the god whom in frenzy he had touched with his
mocking tongue.” [961-2]

Essentially this talks about how fate had been bestowed upon the hot-tempered
son of Dryas for mocking the god Dionysis, and therefore was punished and




understood and realised the true power of the gods.

“But, my child, the long-lived Fates bore hard upon her, too.” [987-8]

The chorus goes on to talk about even how a daughter of a god is no exception,
and that she also is a victim to fate.




Essential Quotes

At least 3, more if needed
Teiresias: “We have come here together, one pair of eyes serving us both”
(988-989)
Teiresias: “When you learn the signs recognized by my art you will
understand.” (1008-1009)
Teiresias: “This boy here is my guide, as | am others.” (1014)




Essential Quotes

At least 3, more if needed

The whole breed of prophets sure certainly loves money - 1053
Princess love to take advantage - 1058

I will go just as i am, come servants - 1107

You lead the dance of fire breathing stars - 1145
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