Speak please - “Na/please” is
nothing but language of request”
[Berakhot 9a] Why this request? Is
it possible that the Israelites were
so tired of silver and gold that they
God/Moses needed to ask them to
ask!?

And moreover the meaning of “in
order that that righteous one not
say” is incomprehensible. Is it
possible that the Holy Blessed One
wouldn’t wish to keep His promise!?
Rather, “in order that that righteous
one” this matter was asked by the
sages and they didn’t explain it until
they [our current sages] explained it
in this time in which arose the
question of the reparations from
Germany the accursed on account
of the wealth of Israel that she stole
and that she laid waste to in her
land and in every place wherein the
impure footprints of her [Nazi]
soldiers marched, her murders who
slew more than 6 million of our
Israelite brethren, dwellers in
Europe.

—Oznayim LaTorah: Parashat Bo,
pp. 90-91
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And when they overpowered and
defeated their enemies, the
question of reparations for the
people of Israel for the sake of their
[stolen] wealth] arose. And the
heart of the people was divided in
two, some of them saying, “Shall
our murders also become our
inheritors!?” and some of them
arguing that “the people of Israel
should not come into any
negotiations at all with these wicked
ones! And why should the nations
say that we have taken a ransom
for the souls of our brethren whose
blood they spilled like water!?”

And from this we can gain
understanding of our ancestors’
feelings going out of Egypt, for
certainly there were among them
many parents whom the Egyptians
had bereaved them of their sons,
and they didn’t want to come into
negotiations with those who had
afflicted them and slaughtered their
children! And they considered the
silver and gold that they would
receive from the Egyptians as “civil
damages paid for causing the fetus
to abort” a blood ransom for the
lives of their children that they [the
Egyptians] cast into the Nile or
placed within the walls of Pitom and
Ramses in places of bricks! And it
was because of this that they would
not [be willing to] receive anything
from them [the Egyptians].
—Oznayim LaTorah: Parashat Bo,

pp. 90-91
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Opposite them, others argued that
an exchange for their 210 years of
servitude in brick and mortar had
[justifiably] come to them. And God
saw [fit] to incite the blood
avengers, for their hearts were hot
about the the life of their little ones.
Their spirits were bitter on account
their sons who they [the Egyptians]
had slaughtered within the baths of
Pharaoh. And [God] didn’t overturn
the asking for vessels of silver and
gold over them like a tub [as God
did with Mount Sinai acc. to
Shabbat 88b] and did not command
the entire congregation of Israel to
do so. Rather God beseeched
them, i.e “Say, please, in the
hearing of the people, so that they
will ask for vessels of silver and
gold...” And the meaning of this:
Although they [wanted] to
renounce/forgo [reparations] and
didn’t want the silver and gold, even
so, “in order that that righteous one
[Abraham] not say, “And they [my
descendants] will serve them and
they [the Egyptian]s will afflict them”
was fulfilled, “but afterward they
[the Israelites] will go out with great
wealth” was not fulfilled for them?, it
is incumbent upon them [the
Israelites] to take it.

—CQOznayim LaTorah: Parashat Bo,

pp. 90-91
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