Tong Théng Nguyén Van Thiéu
va
Hoa Dam Paris

Lam Vinh Thé

Hoa Ky va Béc Viét da chinh thirc khéi sw thwong thuyét cdng khai tai Paris,
Phap, tlr ngay 13-5-1968. Vi la dam phan codng khai, hai bén khéng thé tao duwoc thda
hiép nén hoan toan khong c6 két qua chi ca. Do dé hai bén ddng y chAm dit hop cong
khai va bt dau hop kin tr ngay 26-6-1968. Tai phién hop ngay 19-8-1968, Pho Trwédng
DPoan Hoa Ky Cyrus Vance lan dau tién dé& nghi 1a nén mé réng thanh phan tham dy
hda dam bang cach moi cd 2 phe VNCH va Mat Tran Gidi Phéong Mién Nam
(MTGPMN) tham gia. Phé Trwéng Poan Bac Viét Ha Van Lau ddng y xem xét dé nghi
nay. Téng Thdng Thiéu khéng déng y vé viéc nay vi 6ng cho rang lam nhw vay 1a cong
khai va chinh thirc céng nhan MTGPMN nhw mét thwc thé chinh tri tai Mién Nam,
nhwng vao lic dé 6ng khéng chinh thirc théng bao sw phan dbi nay ctia éng cho Chinh
phl Hoa Ky biét, vi éng tin rang Béc Viét sé khdng chap nhan dé nghi mé rong hoa
dam vi Béc Viét khéng céng nhan chinh quyén VNCH.'" Quéa dung nhw nhan xét cla
Téng Théng Thiéu, Bac Viét khédng chip nhan dé nghi d6. Hai thang sau, vao thang
10-1968, cudc bau clr tbng thdng Hoa Ky di vao giai doan cubi (ngay bau cir la
5-11-1968) rat quyét liét gitra 2 ng cl vién Humphrey cla DPang Dan Chud va Nixon
ctia Dang Cong Hoa. Céc cudc tham do y kién ctr tri déu cho thay la khoang cach gitra
2 rng cr vién ngay cang hep lai v&i sy ing hd cua dan chung danh cho 6ng Humphrey
dang cang ngay cang tang lén va 6ng Humphrey c6 thé sé& thdng. Phe Cong san rat
mubn 6ng Humphrey théng vi lap truéng hoa binh clia 6ng ¢ loi cho ho. Quay 180 do,
tai phién hop ngay 26-10-1968, dai dién Bac Viét Xuan Thuay tuyén b6 chap nhan dé
nghi hda dam 4 phe cua Hoa Ky, coi nhw d6 la mét nhwong bd cua ho, va, di nhién, ho
cling mong doi mét nhwong bd tir phia Hoa Ky. Chinh phd Johnson vui mirng chép
ngay thdi co. Pai s& Hoa Ky tai VNCH, 6ng Ellsworth Bunker dwoc 1&nh réo riét van
dong Téng Théng Thiéu déng y ky tén vao Théng Cao Chung Viét My vé viéc ngung
oanh tac Bac Viét (ma Téng Thdng Johnson sé& tuyén doc vao tdi ngay 31-10-1968) va
ct ngay phai doan VNCH sang Paris dé& tham gia Hda Dam. Ong Thiéu déng y v&i cac
dé nghi d6 ctia Hoa Ky. Ngay 30-10-1968, dai dién Hoa Ky 6ng Harriman bao cho Xuan
Thay biét trwédc 1a vao téi ngay hém sau, 31-10-1968, vao khodng 7 hay 8 gi® tbi gio
Washington, Téng Théng Johnson sé tuyén b6 ngung toan bd chién dich oanh tac Bac
Viét. Vi dién tién nay chac chan éng Humphrey sé thang trong cudc bau clr 5 ngay
sau d4. Nhuwng réi moi viéc da khong dién ra theo ké hoach da théng qua gitra 2 chinh
phu Viét-My. Ciing trong ngay 30-10-1968 do, Téng Théng Thiéu quay 180 do, bao cho
phia Hoa Ky biét 1a éng tlr chéi khéng ky vao Théng Céo Chung dé va ciing tiv chdi
ludn viéc clr phai doan VNCH sang Paris vao ngay 6-11-1968 nhw da théa thuan. Téi
ngay 31-10-1968, Tdng Théng danh phai don phwong tuyén bd ngwng oanh tac Béc
Viét. Nhwng vi sé khong c6 sy tham dy cua phai doan VNCH, Hoa Dam Paris coi nhw
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bi khwng lai, chang gitp ich dwoc gi cho (rng ct vién cla Pang Dan Chd. Nam ngay
sau, 6ng Humphrey da that ctr. Ong Nixon thdng ct v&i mot sb lwong phiéu rat thap,
khéng t&i 1% cla tbng sb phiéu dan bau. Viéc gi da xay ra khién cho Téng Théng Thiéu
thay dbi lap trwdng vao gid chét va gidp cho 6ng Nixon thng cr nhw vay? Trong cubn
hdi ky cGa 6ng, tac gid Bui Diém, Pai sir VNCH tai Hoa Ky luc d6, viét nhw sau: “Bén
gior séng ngay 30 thdng 10, nghe tiéng chuéng dién thoai, téi choang day thi &
dau day, anh Hoang Birc Nha, bi thw cda 6ng Thiéu, goi tir Sai Gon cho biét Ia
chinh phu dang xét lai viéc 6ng Thiéu cung ky véi Téng Théng Johnson vao ban
théng cdo chung, nhw da dwoc théa thuan véi 6ng Bunker. Ly do chinh la tir Ba
Lé dai str Pham Dang Lam cho biét Ia hai 6ng Harriman va Vance khéng bdo dam
dwoc diéu khodn Béc Viét sé thwe sw va truc tiép dam phan véi Viét Nam vi “Hoa
Ky khéng c6 cdch nao bat buéc dwoc Bac Viét lam viéc dé.” Pworc tin nay, 6ng
Thiéu da triéu héi ngay 6ng Lam vé nwéc dé tham khao y kién.” ? D6 1a ly do
chinh thirc ma phia VNCH dwa ra dé giai thich viéc thay dbi lap truéng vé Hoa Bam
Paris vao phut chét. Phia Hoa Ky thi Chinh phd Johnson hoan toan khéng tin cau
chuyén d6. Téng Théng Johnson, trong cubn héi ky ctia éng, da ghi lai vé viéc nay nhw
sau: “l believe Thieu and his colleagues were eager to get on good terms with
what they thought would be the new administration. | had reason to believe they
had been urged to delay going to the Paris meetings and promised they would
get a better deal from a Nixon administration than from Humphrey. | had no
reason to think that the Republican candidate Nixon was himself involved in this
maneuvering, but a few individuals active in his campaign were.” ! (Xin tam dich
sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Téi tin rdng 6ng Thidu va cac ngudi cong sw cua éng ta rét
mudn cé quan hé tét véi cai ma ho nghi sé Ia chinh quyén méi cua Hoa Ky. Téi ¢6 ly do
dé tin rang ho da bi xui duc chdm tham dw céc phién hop & Paris va da duoc hira hen
sé duoc loi hon véi mét chinh quyén Nixon hon la Humphrey. Téi khdng ¢é ly do gi dé
nghi réng (g ct vién Cong Hoa Nixon c6 dinh liu dén vu dan xép chinh tri nay, nhung
mét vai cé nhan trong b6 may tranh cwr ciia 6ng &y chdc chan la c6 dinh liu”). Khi Téng
Théng Johnson néi “téi c6 Iy do dé tin” 1a 6ng noi that va néi mét cach lich sw. Vi qua
that chinh 6ng da ra Iénh cho 2 co quan an ninh ctia Hoa Ky la CIA (Central Intelligence
Agency = Co quan Trung Uong Tinh Bao) va FBI (Fereral Bureau of Investigation = Co
Quan Diéu Tra Lién Bang) theo d&i, ngay ca nghe lén dién thoai, clia Dai s&» VNCH Bui
Diém, ciing nhw cac cdng dién gri v& VN tir Toa Dai sir. Moi viéc bat dau tor budi gép
g& vao ngay 12-7-1968 cla Pai st Bui Diém va&i ing ¢l vién cla DPang Cong Hoa
Richard Nixon tai Khach san Pierre & New York do ba Anna Chennault gi¢i thiéu. Ba
Anna Chennault, géc Trung Hoa, la géa phu cia Tuwéng Khéong Quan Hoa Ky Claire
Chennault, tw 1énh ndi danh ctia Khéng Doan Phi HS (Flying Tigers) théi D& Nhj Thé
Chién. Ba Ia mét thanh vién quan trong trong Gy ban van déng tranh ctr ctia 6ng Nixon.
Sau cudc gap g& ngay 12-7 doé, ba tré thanh ngudi lién lac gilra nguwoi cia 6ng Nixon
va Dai s Bui Diém. CIA va FBI da nghe 1én tat c& nhirng lién lac dién thoai gitra ba va
Pai st Bui Diém. Trong cudn hoi ky cua 6ng, Dai s Bui Diém cling xac nhan nhw sau:
“Sw thwe thi diéu lam téi thdc mdc hon ca la tir ddu ma mét phan néi dung cua
nhifng mat dién cua téi bi that thodt ra ngoai, nhwng thiac mac bao nhiéu ching
nira, téi ciing khéng thé nao ngor dwoc rang ca hai co’ quan CIA va FBI déu dwoc
lIénh theo d6i nhikng hoat déng cua t6i.” ¥’ Mac du ndm dwoc moét sd bang chirng
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trong tay, Téng Théng Johnson quyét dinh bd qua toan b vu viéc vi viéc theo déi, nghe
lén dién thoai, va danh cap cong dién mat cia Toa dai sir modt nwdc ddbng minh nhuw thé
vira bat hop phap vira khéng cé loi cho uy tin chinh tri va ngoai giao ctia Hoa Ky. Khi
moi viéc da xong, v&i 6ng Nixon da la Téng Théng déc cv ctia Hoa Ky, ngay 7-12-1968,
Téng Théng Thiéu da chinh chinh thirc ct¢r mét phai doan VNCH do chinh Phé Téng
Théng Nguyé&n Cao Ky cAm dau sang Paris dw Hoa Bam."”

Qua sw viéc vira ké& trén, chung ta c6 mét nhan dinh vé con nguoi cia Tong
Théng Thiéu. Ong khéng coi nguwdi My la mét Béng Minh tuyét déi dang tin cay trong
Hoa Pam Paris. Ong that sy 1a moét ngudi yéu nwéc, dam chdng lai nhivng hanh déng
hay viéc lam cla ngu®i My néu cé hai cho VNCH, va dit khoat khéng phai 1a mot
“yes-man” nhw ngwdi My mong doi. Chinh 6ng Kissinger ciing céng nhan diéu nay.
Ong viét nhw sau trong cudn héi ky cia minh, & 2 trang 1324-1325: “Thieu was a
patriot and a highly intelligent man... But the imperatives on him were almost
diametrically the opposite of ours... Our goal was honor; we could (as the phrase
went) run a risk for peace. But Thieu’s problem was survival; he and his people
would be left indefinitely after we departed; he had no margin for error.” ° (Xin
tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Ong Thiéu la mét nguoi yéu nuéc va la mét nguoi rat
théng minh... Nhung nhiing chuyén tbi céan thiét cia 6ng gan nhw la déi nghich véi
nhing chuyén téi can thiét cua chung téi... Muc tiéu cla ching téi la danh duw; ching toi
(nhw ngudi ta thuong noéi) cé thé liéu véi hoa binh. Nhung véan dé cua 6ng Thidu Ia viéc
séng con; 6ng va nhén dan cua 6ng sé bi bé méc sau khi chung téi ra di; 6ng khéng c6
thé sai 1&m”). Ching ta s& con chirng kién khia canh nay cta con ngwdi Téng Théng
Thiéu nhiéu lan niva, dac biét la viéc 6ng tir chdi khéng ky Hiép Dinh Paris trong thang
10-1972.

Viéc Téng Théng Thiéu khéng tin twéng hoan toan vao Béng Minh Hoa Ky trong
Hoa Pam Paris c6 ly do rat chinh dang. Qua cac bao céo dinh ky cta Dai st Bui Diém,
Téng Théng Thiéu da biét rat rd 1a Hoa Ky da thay dbi chinh sach va quyét dinh bang
moi gia phai thwong thuyét dé cé thé rat quan. Hoa Ky da don phwong xubng thang
trong nhirng diéu kién can ban vé hoa dam nhw sau: "

e Trong van thw glri cho H6 Chi Minh ngay 8-2-1967: Hoa Ky sé& ngung
oanh tac Béac Viét néu Ha No6i ngung xam nhap quan vao Mién Nam;
va Hoa Ky sé& rut quan néu Bac Viét cling rat quan vé&. H6 Chi Minh
bac bo.

e Trong tuyén bd tai San Antonio, Texas, ngay 29-9-1967: Hoa Ky san
sang ngwng oanh tac Bac Viét néu viéc nay c6 thé nhanh chéng duwa
dén thao luan nghiém chinh va néu Ha Noi “khéng loi dung” viéc
ngwng oanh tac ndy. Mai Van Bo, dai dién cha Ha Néi tai Paris van
bac bd, va chi trwong viéc ngung oanh tac Bac Viét 1a “vo diéu kién.”

e Trong tuyén bé ngay 31-3-1968, Téng Théng Johnson don phwong va
vd diéu kién ngwng oanh tac B&c Viét & phia Bac cla vi tuyén 20. Ha
Noi ddng y dam phan va hai phe bét diu hop tai Paris, Phap, tir ngay
13-5-1968



e Trong tuyén b6 ngay 31-10-1968, Téng Thong Johnson ra Iénh ngung
hoan toan viéc oanh tac Bac Viét, va dong y mé réng Hoa Bam Paris
dé cé ca sw hién dién ctia VNCH va MTGPMN

Sau khi 6ng Nixon tr& thanh Tdng Théng Hoa Ky, thay éng Johnson, cach lam
ctia Hoa Ky co thé thay dbi nhwng muc tiéu thi khéng: van Ia khéng tham chién niva
(disengagement), c6 nghia 1a, du cho VNCH ¢6 mubn va ddng y hay khéng, Hoa Ky
cling sé& rut quan, va tién téi ky két véi Béc Viét dé hoan tat viéc rut quan va dem tu
binh v&. Diéu kién c&n ban v& hda dam ma chinh Hoa Ky dé&t ra ngay tir dau, Bac Viét
phéi ngwng dwa quan xam nhap vao Mién Nam va rat quén vé, da bj béd qua mot
bén, va sé khong dwoc dé cap dén nira. Trén thuc té, Hoa Ky da tién hanh rat quan t
sau Ho6i Nghi Thwong Binh Midway gitra Téng Théng Nixon va Téng Théng Thiéu vao
ngay 8-6-1969, va dén cudi nam 1971, quan s6 Hoa Ky tai VNCH da giam t& 536.100
(1968) xubng con co 156.800. Vi Hoa Dam Paris khong tién trién, Téng Théng Nixon
quyét dinh ct Tién si Henry Kissinger, C6 Van An Ninh Quéc Gia cla 6ng, tién hanh
mat dam véi L& Pirc Tho. Sau khi chuyén sang mat dam tay déi gitra Kissinger va Lé
DPwre Tho tlr ngay 21-2-1970, phia VNCH khéng con biét ré dwoc nhivng gi xay ra nira.
Trén thuye té, Kissinger khdng nhirng di tir nhwong bd nay dén nhuwong bd khac vé cac
van dé quan sv (rat quan) ma con tw ddng cho minh cai quyén thao luan véi Bac Viét
ca nhirng van dé chinh tri ciia VNCH. Trén nguyén téc, Hoa ky phai luén luén théng bao
va tham khéo chinh phi VNCH vé nhitng dién tién cla Hoa Dam Paris, trén thuc té,
Kissinger chi théng bao cho chinh phi VNCH nhirng g‘| éng mudn théng bao, va 1o di
nhirng chuyén khac, dac biét la nhitng nhuong bod cua 6ng tai mat dam voi Lé Dirc
Tho. Phan Bac Viét, vi biét qua rd mong muén sém rat quan va két thuc cudc chién
ctia Hoa Ky, nén khong chiu nhwong bd gi ca, cb tinh kéo dai thwong thuyét, va chuan
bi cho cudc Tdng Tan Cbéng vao cubdi thang 3-1972 dé ting thém thé manh cla ho tai
hda dam. Do d6 Hoa Bam Paris da dam chan tai ché trong sudt gan 4 nadm. Trong thoi
gian nay, Hoa Ky tich cwc tim cach tiép can Trung Qudc. Thang 7-1971, Kissinger bi
mat sang Bac Kinh dé& chuan bj cho chuyén viéng thdm chinh thirc Trung Quéc cla
Téng Théng Nixon vao thang 2-1972. Sang thang 5-1972, ciing do dan xép cla
Kissinger, Nixon sang Moscow hop thwong dinh véi Brezhnev, Téng Bi Thu ctia Dang
Coéng san Lién X6. Béc Viét rat lo 1ang cac véi bién cbd nay vi ho khéng biét Hoa Ky ¢
ky két mat wéc gi véi Trung Qudc va Lién X6 hay khong, déc biét 1a véi Trung Québc (ho
van con nh¢ da tng bi Trung Qudc dam sau lwng trong Hoi Nghi Genéve 1954). Sau
khi that bai hoan toan trong cudc Téng TAn Céng nam 1972, va trwdc vién anh Tdng
Théng Nixon sé& dwoc tai clr, nghia 1a ho sé& con phai tiép tuc dwong dau véi Tong
Théng Nixon thém 4 nam nira, cung v&i nhitng lo 4u vé tac dong cé thé cé ctia mdi
quan hé My-Hoa vira hinh thanh, Béc Viét da quyét dinh tam théi hai long véi nhirng gi
da dat dwoc trong mat dam va td ra chiéu huwéng mudn sém ky két véi Kissinger trudc
khi bau clr Téng Thdng My dién ra vao dau thang 11-1972. Két qua 1a da dién ra rat
nhiéu phién hop rat tich cwc trong cac thang gitva ndm 1972, va lap trwdng thuong
thuyét gitva Béc Viét va Hoa Ky da tién dén gan nhau rat nhiéu véi mét sé nhwong bod
tr phia Bac Viét. Trong cudn hdi ky cha 6ng, Kissinger ghi lai nhw sau & trang 1318:
“After three meetings, then, there had been significant movement, entirely by
Hanoi; it was moving in the right direction but not at a pace that would keep it
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from reversing course later. Hanoi had given up the demand for Thieu’s
immediate removal. It had agreed to negotiating forums in which the Saigon
government would parricipate, thus in a sense recognizing its legitimacy. It had
abandoned the absurd demand for an unconditional deadline for the withdrawal
of American forces. The proposed coalition government, heretofore a
transparent front for a Communist takeover, had been reduced to a fifty-fifty split
of power.’ * ¥l (Xin tamdich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Ké do, sau ba phién hop, da cé
bién chuyén quan trong, hoan toan do phia Ha Noi; ho da di dung hudng nhung khéng
phéi véi mét téc dé co thé gitp ho quay nguoc lai dugc. Ha Néi da tc bé yéu céu phai
loai bé Thiéu ngay. Ho da déng y thuong thuyét vé cac dién dan ma chinh phu Sai Gon
sé tham gia, va nhw vay c6 nghia la ho céng nhén tinh chinh théng cta chinh phi nay.
Ho da tir bé cai doi hdi vo ly vé thoi han chét vé diéu kidn cho viée rut quén cua Hoa Ky.
Cai chinh pha lién hiép ma ho aé nghij, cho t&i luc dé chi la mét cai binh phong qua ré
rang cho viéc chiém quyén cia Céng san, dd dwoc gidm xubng thanh mét sw chia
quyén 50-50”). Ngay 17-8-1972, Kissinger dén Sai Gon dé trinh bay va thao luan véi
Chinh pht VNCH vé nhirng tién trién nay. Trong tdm clia viéc thwong thuyét bay gid
khéng con la vé méat quan sw niva (van d& My rat quan) vi Hoa Ky da rat gan hét quan
vé rdi (vao thang 8-1972, Hoa ky chi con lai khodng 27.000 quan tai VNCH, chi hon
phan nira sb 50.000 quan My déng tai Nam Han tir sau ndm 1953), ma ngiéng ndng vé
cac van dé chinh tri cia VNCH. Kissinger trinh Téng Thiéu mét ban dé nghi ma 6ng sé
coéng bd va thdo luan véi phe Béc Viét trong phién hop sép t&i véi Lé Pic Tho vao ngay
15-9-1972. V& mat quan sw, Hoa ky doi thdi han chét dé rat hét quan tir 4 thang xubng
con 3 thang. Vé chinh tri, Hoa Ky tiép tuc bac bé dé nghi thanh 1ap chinh phu lién hiép
cta Béac Viét, nhung s& dé& nghj mét Gy ban hén hop ba thanh phan dé té chirc bau cir.
Trong khi trinh bay ban dé nghi nay, Kissinger dung luan c la can phai lam nhw vay dé
gitp Téng Théng Nixon cé thé thang ct¥ vao thang 11. Day la mét luan cir khdng trung
thwe vi Tdng Théng Nixon khéng can diéu nay trong cudc bau ct téng théng nam 1972.
Trong cudn hoéi ky cia 6ng, Téng Théng Nixon viét nhw sau: “The opinion polls
confirmed my own intuition that, in terms of voter support, my handling of the
war was generally viewed as a positive issue for me and a negative one for
McGovern, who was perceived as weal and favoring surrender. Therefore, any
settlement that was hastily completed in time for the election would look cynical
and suspicious ... | am inclined to think that the better bargaining time for us
would be immediately after the election rather than before.”"" (Xin tam dich sang
Viét nglr nhw sau: “Céc cudc thdm do duw ludn déu khang dinh truc giéc cla téi rdng, vé
mat tng hé cda ct tri, cach diéu hanh cubc chién cia t6i phéan I6n dwoc xem la mét yéu
t6 tich cuc déi véi téi va tiéu cuc déi véi 6ng McGovern, nguoi bi xem nhuw 1a yéu va chu
trirong dau hang. Do d6 bat ctr théa thudn nao hoan tat mét cach vdi va cho kip truée
béau cir sé bi xem la ich ky va dang nghi ngo. ... Toi nghi rdng thoi diém tét hon dé
thuong thuyét la ngay sau bau ctr hon la truéc bau ci¥’). Ngay hém sau, 18-8-1972,
Tbng Théng dwa cho Kissinger mét van thw 4 trang gdm hon 20 dé nghi stra déi déi véi
ban dé nghi ctia Hoa Ky, trong d6 c6 2 diéu quan trong la : 1) yéu cau thay cum t
“standstill cease-fire = ngwng ban tai ché” bang cum t “general cease-fire = ngwng ban
tbng quat”; va, 2) phan dbi viéc thanh 1ap Uy Ban Hoa Giai Dan Toc (UBHGDT) gébm 3
thanh phan (the tripartite Committee of National Reconciliation), v&i ly do diéu nay sé
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tao ra nghi ngd déi véi nhan dan Mién Nam. Téng Théng Thiéu ciing cho Kissinger biét
la 6ng can thdi gian dé suy nghi va chuén bj vé mat tam Iy va chinh tri déi véi dé nghi
cta Hoa Ky. Trong cuén hdi ky vé Hoéa Bam Paris ctia 6ng, tac gia Nguyén Phua Dirc,
Phu T4 Dac Biét ctiia Téng Théng Thiéu, co6 mat tai budi hop nay, da ghi lai nhw sau: “In
Saigon, at the end of the 18 August session, President Thieutold Kissinger: We
need time to think about it. We are not prepared psychologically and politically
on your proposal.” " (Xin tam dich 'sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Tai Sai Gon, vao cudi
phién hop ngay 18 Thang 8, Téng Théng Thiéu béo Kissinger: Chung téi can thoi gian
dé suy nghi vé chuyén nay. Chung t6i chwa chuén bj vé mét tam ly va chinh tri d6i véi
dé nghi cua 6ng”). Sau khi Kissinger r&i Sai Gon, Téng Thdng da triéu tap mot phién
hop d&c biét ctia Ho6i BDdng An Ninh Quéc Gia gém Tbng Théng, Phé Téng Théng Tran
Van Hwong, Tha Twéng Tran Thién Khiém, cac 6ng Nguyén Phu Dirc va Hoang Blc
Nha dé duyét xét trng diém trong dé nghj cta Kissinger. Sau khi thdo luan, nhitng
nguyén tac chi dao sau day vé thwong thuyét tai hda dam Paris dwoc thiét 1ap:

e “Dién dan” gilra Washington va Ha Noi khéng cé thdm quyén “giai
quyét’ cac van dé gitra Chinh phi VNCH va MTGPMN, nhuw Kissinger
dé nghi.

e Ha Noi khéng cé quyén can thiép vao cac van dé chinh trj cia VNCH.
Hiép Binh Genéve 1954 céng nhan VN bi chia thanh 2 nwdc phan
cach b&i Vung Phi Quan Sy. Trong khi chd doi théng nhirt, Chinh phu
VNCH khéng c6 y dinh thwong thuyét dé thay ddi ché do chinh tri cia
Mién Bac. Nguworc lai, Ha Noi ciing khong thé doi héi mot sy thay dbi
ché dd chinh tri & Mién Nam.

e Hién Phap cta VNCH, da dwoc théng qua b&i Quéc Hoi dan clr cia
nhan dan Mién Nam, phai dwoc tén trong nhw Téng Thiéu da tuyén
thé bao vé no.

e M6t cudc trng cau dan y cé thé dwoc té chire theo dung Hién Phap.
Viéc t6 chirc trwng ciu dan y co thé do UBHGDT thyc hién, thay vi do
Téi Cao Phap Vién nhu doi héi ctia Hién Phap, dé cé thé bado dam sy
céng bang. Nhwng sau cudc trwng cau dan y, UBHGDT phai dwoc
gidi tan, chr khéng dworc tiép tuc & lai d& sira déi Hién Phap. Chinh
phi VNCH, sau cudc trung ciu dan y, cé thé chap nhan sy tham gia
Chinh pht cta cac thanh vién MTGPMN theo ty 1& phiéu cla ho, voi
diéu kién ho phai cong nhan Hién Phap.

e Néu Tbng Théng Thiéu chdp nhan tir chirc trwdc khi bau ctr dé bao
dadm cudc bau clr dwoc cdng bang thi Phd Téng Théng Tran Van
Hwong khéng cé ly do gi ciing phai tir chirc vi lam nhu thé 1a x6a bd
nganh Hanh Phap cua chinh phi VNCH.

Lap trwéng ctia VNCH vé Hoa Bam Paris, dwa trén cac nguyén tac chi dao vira
ké trén, da dwoc trinh bay trong mét van thw giao cho Pai s Bunker vao ngay
28-8-1972 dé kip chuyén giao cho Téng Thdng Nixon va Kissinger tai phién hop cta ho
tai Honolulu, Hawaii vao ngay 30-8-1972.1"7 Kissinger, do d4, khéng thé bao la khong
biét ré 1ap trwdng cia VNCH vé Hoa Bam Paris. Trong cudn héi ky clia 6ng, Kissinger
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ghi lai nhw sau: “I left Saigon with a false sense of having reached a meeting of the
minds. Thieu and | had decided that we would settle the few remaining
disagreements over our draft proposal by exchanging messages through Bunker.
There were plenty of time — nearly four weeks until my next meeting on
September 15. Instead, Thieu enveloped himself in silence; we heard absolutely
nothing from the Palace.” "®! (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Téi réi Sai Gon
v6i mot cdm giac sai 1dm la da cé sw dong y véi nhau. Ong Thiéu va téi da quyét dinh
rang ching t6i sé giai quyét mét vai bat déng con lai vé duw thdo dé nghj ctia chung téi
béng céch trao dbi thong diép cho nhau qua 6ng Bunker. Thoi gian con nhiéu — gan 4
tuan 1€ truoc khi toi cd phién hop sdp téi vao ngay 15 théang 9. Thay vi nhw vay, 6ng
Thiéu hoan toan im I&ng; ching téi tuyét déi khong nhan duorc tin tire gi ca tir Dinh Doc
Lap”). Loi twdng thuat trong héi ky nay 1a mét 1&i néi 1ao trdng tron (cling nhw nhirng 1o
noi l1ao khac cuia Kissinger, nhw sau nay chiung ta da biét dwoc qua nhivng tai liéu da
gidi mat cla Chinh pha Hoa Ky) vi lam sao Dai s& Bunker cé thé khéng chuyén giao
van thw ngay 28-8-1972 cta Chinh pht VNCH cho Téng Théng Nixon va 6ng Kissinger
tai cudc hop & Honolulu, Hawaii, vao ngay 30-8-1972 dwgc. Sau day la mot bang
chirng khéng chéi cai duoc l1a Hoa Ky c6 nhan dwoc van thu ngay 28-8 vé 1ap truong
hda dam cGa Chinh phi VNCH. Trong cudn héi ky ctia minh, dng Nguyén Phu Birc da
c6 ghi rd nhw sau vé cudc hop véi Tuéng Alexander Haig, phu ta cha Kissinger vao
ngay 2-10-1972 tai Sai Gon: “PRESIDENT THIEU: The GVN has put down its views
in its memo of August 28. Has the US transmitted these views to the North
Vietnamese? HAIG: If we presented these views, this would break up the talks,
and this would endanger our long-range possibility to support you.” ' (Xin tam
dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “TONG THONG THIEU: Chinh phii VNCH da trinh bay
quan diém cta minh trong vén thw ngay 28 thédng 8. Hoa Ky c6 théng bao cac quan
diém doé cho Béc Viét hay khong? HAIG: Néu ching téi trinh bay cac quan diém do thi
diéu dé sé pha v& hoa dam va gay nguy hai cho khd ndng dng hd céc 6ng vé lau vé
dai’). Nhw vay, trén thuc t&, ré rang 1a Kissinger da I& di, bd qua hoan toan van thw
ngay 28-8-1972 clia Chinh pht VNCH, va van tiép tuc thdo luan véi Lé Birc Tho trén
can ban nhitng dé nghi clia 6ng. Pang nhw Téng Théng Nixon da nhan dinh vé trang
thai tam than cla Kissinger trong hoi ky clia dng nhw sau: “... obsessed with the idea
that there should be a negotiated settlement.” I'* (xin tam dich sang Viét ngl* nhw
sau: “... bi am &nh v&i y nghi la phai ky cho duoc théa hiép”), Kissinger that sy mong
mudn, va sé&n sang trd moi gia, dé& ky két cho dwoc véi Bac Viét trwdc ngay bau clr
Téng Théng Hoa Ky vao dau thang 11-1972. Va qué that 6ng da dat dwoc thda hiép
véi Bac Viét trong phién hop ngay 17-10-1972. Ong lap tirc théng bao cho Téng Théng
Nixon th&i khéa biéu hoat ddng clia dng trong thdi gian con lai ctia thang 10-1972 nhw
sau:l"®

e Sau ngay 17-10, sang Sai Gon 3 ngay dé trinh bay vé thda hiép voi
Bé&c Viét va dat sy ddng thuan ctia Chinh phdt VNCH

o Ngay 22-10 dén Ha Noi d& ky tat Hiép Dinh véi Bic Vit

e Tr& vé Washington dé tuyén bd Théng Céao Chung vé Hiép Dinh vao
ngay 26-10

e Lénh nguwng ban sé& bat dau cé hiéu lwc vao ngay 30-10 khi Ngoai
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Trwdng cua cac bén cung ky tén vao Hiép Dinh tai Paris

Nhw vay, trén thuc té, Kissinger tin rang, véi viéc sap dat cla 6ng, moi viéc da
xong, VNCH sé dé& dang déng y va chap nhan ban Hiép Dinh ma éng da dat dwoc voi
Béc Viét tai Paris vi 6ng tin rang d6 la théa hiép t6t nhirt ma VNCH c¢6 thé dat dwoc. N6
gdm nhirng diéu khoan chinh nhuw sau:

M6t cude ngwng ban tai chd

Hoa Ky rut hét quan sau 60 ngay

Bé&c Viét dong y khéng xam nhap thém quan vao Mién Nam

Trao tra tu binh cla ca hai phia

Bac Viét khéng doi héi mét chinh phu lién hiép nira; thay vao dé la moét
HDHGDT gdm 3 thanh phan dé t6 chirc bau cir

e Béc Viét khong doi hdi Tdng Théng Thidu phai tir chirc niva

Ong dén Sai Gon véi tinh than lac quan d6. Nhung moi viéc da dién ra khéng
phdi nhw 6ng mong doi. Hai phai doan Hoa Ky va VNCH bét dau hop t ngay
19-10-1972. Viéc dau tién Kissinger lam 13 trinh cho Téng Théng Thiéu la thw riéng cla
Téng Théng Nixon viét cho 6ng, v&i ndi dung chinh 1a khuyén Téng Théng Thiéu chép
nhan ban thda hiép, trong dé cé cau sau day: “I believe we have no reasonable
alternative but to accept this agreement.” """ (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngl nhw sau:
T6i tin rdng chung ta khéng c6 gidi phédp nao hop ly hon la chdp nhéan bén thda hiép
nay”). Ong Thiéu doc xong khdng binh luan gi ca va bat dau phién hop ngay.

Phia Hoa Ky gébm c6: Cé Van Kissinger, Dai s& Bunker va phu ta la 6ng Charles
Whitehouse, 6ng William Sullivan ctia B& Ngoai Giao, 6ng Winston Lord ctia Hoi Péng
An Ninh Qubc Gia va théng dich vién David Engel. Phia VNCH gbém c6: Téng Théng
Thiéu, Phé Téng Théng Tran Van Huong, Tha Twéng Tran Thién Khiém, Ngoai Trudng
Tran Van Lam, Phu T4 DPac Biét Nguyén Pha Bic, 6ng Tran Kim Phuong, Pai s
VNCH tai Hoa Ky, 6ng Pham Dang Lam, Truwdng Phai Doan VNCH tai Hoa Dam Paris,
va 6ng Hoang Buc Nha véi tw cach théng dich vién. Sau khi nghe 6ng Kissinger trinh
bay vé théa hiép, phia VNCH da dat mét sé cau héi. Cubi phién hop Téng Théng Thiéu
bao 6ng Kissinger la phia VN can phai nghién ciru ky lwéng ban thda hiép. Sang ngay
21-10-1972, phia VNCH yéu cau phia Hoa Ky sira lai ban thda hiép tat ca 23 ché trong
van ban. M6t phién hop tai Dinh Doc Lap dé thao luan vé 23 diém nay dwoc an dinh
vao ltc 2 gi& chiéu. Sau do6 phién hop dwoc phia VNCH d&i lai dén 5 gi¢r chiéu ma
khéng cho biét ly do. Dén 5 gi® ciing khéng thay déng tinh gi vé phia VNCH ca. Pai s
Bunker goi dién thoai vao Dinh Doc Lap thi dwoc bao cho biét 1a Téng Théng Thiéu
dang ban hop Hoi BDong Noi Cac. Nira tiéng ddng hd sau, 6ng Hoang Birc Nha goi dién
thoai dén bao cho phai doan My biét budi hop da duoc doi lai 8 gi& sang hdm sau va
sau d6 cip may, khdng mét Ivi gidi thich. Ngay hom sau, Chtia Nhut, 22-10-1972, ltc 8
gi& sang, trong phién hop chi cé 4 nguoi, Tbng Théng Thiéu va éng Hoang Birc Nha
mot bén, va Kissinger va Dai s Bunker mot bén, Tdng Théng Thiéu cho biét 6ng khéng
déng y rat nhiéu diém trong thda hiép, nhuwng quan trong nhit 1a 2 chuyén sau day: 1)
Bé&c Viét khéng rat quan; va 2) Thanh phan va hoat déong cia HDHGDT. Ong ciing cho
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biét dng can tham khdo Qudc Hodi va che doi bao cdo cla cac ¢ van ciia 6ng vé phan
&ng cha Hoa ky dbi véi 23 diém ma phia VNCH da dé nghi stva lai. Va hen gap lai
Kissinger vao 5 gi¢» chiéu dé tra 1o dit khoat vé ban thdéa hiép. Tai budi hop luc 5 gi®y
chiéu, véi thanh phan giébng nhw vao budi sang, Téng Théng Thiéu, ndi bang tiéng Viét
va 6ng Hoang Birc Nha dich sang tiéng Anh, dirt khoat tir chdi khéng ky théa hiép.
Trong héi ky clia minh, Kissinger ghi lai la trong ltc trinh bay, ca hai éng Thiéu va éng
Nha cé luc bat khoc.'® Mac du that bai hoan toan trong viéc thuyét phuc Téng Théng
Thiéu, Kissinger van gitr dw dinh ra Ha Noi dé ky tat thda hiép véi Bac Viét, nhung
Téng Théng Nixon khéng déng y ¥ va ra lénh cho éng phai quay vé My ngay.
Kissinger tr& vé Hoa Ky ngay 23-10-1972. Trwdc khi réi Sai Gon, Kissinger da dén Dinh
DPoc Lap gap Téng Théng mét 1an chét vao budi sang. Phién hop nay dién ra nhe
nhang hon rat nhiéu, nhwng Téng Théng Thiéu van khang dinh 3 diéu: 1) Bac Viét phai
rat quan; 2) Khu Phi Quan Sy phai dwoc tén trong; va 3) Thanh phan cta HDHGDT
phai dwoc quyét dinh dwa trén két qua ctia mot cudc trung cau dan y. Kissinger hira sé
cb gang thwong thuyét tré lai véi Bac Viét nhirvng diém nay. Chiéu hém dé Téng Théng
Thiéu ra trwéc lwdng vien Quéc Hoi, doc mot bai dién van (cé trwe tiép truyén hinh cho
ca nwadc), trinh bay moi viéc va dwoc Qudc Hobi hoan hé va ung hé rat manh. Phy Ta
DP&c Biét Nguyén Phu Bic dé nghj va Téng Théng Thiéu déng y thwe hién: ctr cac cd
van cla 6ng di trinh bay va giai thich quyét dinh cta Chinh phi VNCH cho cac nuéc
ban va ddng minh trong ving dé tranh thd sw dong tinh va Gng hoé cta ho dbi vai lap
trwdng clia VNCH vé van dé hoa dam. Phu Ta Nguyé&n Pha Pae di cac nwédc Cam Bét,
Lao, Thai Lan, va Indonéxia. Dai sir TrAn Kim Phwong di cac nwéc Singapore, Ma Lai
A, Uc, va Tan Tay Lan. Pai s* Pham Bang Lam di cac nwée Phi Luat Tan, Dai Han, va
Nhat Ban."

Vé phia B&c Viét, tirc gian vi Kissinger khéng ra Ha Noi dé ky két thda hiép nhuw
hai bén da thda thuan, vao ngay 25-10-1972, da don phwong céng bb toan bd ban thda
hiép ma hai bén da ddng y trwdc khi Kissinger dén Sai Gon, nham gay bdi rdi va mét
mat cho Hoa Ky. Kissinger phai hop bao ngay ngay hém sau, 26-10-1972, dé tra 1oi
cho Ha Nbi la phia Hoa Ky van tén trong ban thda hiép da ky két, va trong dip nay, 6ng
da phat biéu cai cau ndi tiéng 1a “Peace is at hand.” (Hoa binh trong tdm tay). Ong
cling d& nghi hai bén tr& lai ban hdi nghi dé thdo luan nhirng dé& nghi stra dbi cla
VNCH. Ngay 4-11-1972, 3 ngay trwéc ngay bau clr téng thdng ctia Hoa Ky, Bac Viét
dong y sé trd lai ban hdi nghi vao ngay 14-11-1972.

Ngay 7-11-1972, Téng Théng Nixon da tai d&c clr nhiém ky 2 v&i mot da sb rat
I&n (theo nglr vieng chinh tri ca Hoa Ky, day la mét landslide victory ; phiéu dan bau
(popular vote): Nixon dwoc 47.168.710 phiéu (60.7%), McGovern dwoc 29.173.222
(37.5%); phiéu clr tri doan (electoral vote): Nixon dwoc 520 phiéu, McGovern chi duwgc
17 phiéu, vi Nixon thang tai tit ca 49 tiéu bang, McGovern chi thdng & 1 tiéu bang duy
nhirt 18 Massachusetts, thanh tri cGa phe phan chién chd hoa, va tai District of
Columbia--DC ttrc la tha d6, noi da sb la dan da den "), danh bai mét cach rd rang
&ng ct vién George McGovern ctia Dang Dan Chu chi trwong hoa binh bang moi gia
va chdm dut vién tro quan sw va kinh té cho VNCH. Két qua bau clr cho thay Téng
Théng Nixon da nhan dinh rat dung la viéc ky két thda hiép véi Béc Viét trréc cude
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bau clr la hoan toan khoéng can thiét nhu sw tin twéng clia Kissinger, va dan chiung Hoa
Ky khdéng doéng y hoa binh bang moi gia va bd roi VNCH. Tuy nhién, viéc thng clr vé
vang cla ca nhan éng Nixon van khéng gitp Dang Coéng Hoa chiém dwoc da sb tai
Québc Hoi (Ha Vién: Dan Cha 242, Cong Hoa 192; Thuwgng Vién: Dan Chua 56, Cong
Hoa 42). Chinh vi dang dbi lap Dan Chu van con nam dwoc da sb tai Quéc Hoi, Téng
Thdng Nixon nghi réng can phai ky thda hiép véi Béc Viét cang sém cang tét.

Ngay hom sau, 8-11-1972, Béac Viét yéu cau doi ngay hop lai dén ngay
20-11-1972 v6i ly do 1 L& Btre Tho bj binh. Ngay hom sau, 9-11-1972, Hoa Ky déng ,
va viéc hdoa dam tai Paris tiép tuc tré lai vao ngay 20-11-1972.

DPé chuén bi cho phién hop ngay 20-11 nay, Twéng Haig lai dwoc ctr sang Sai
Gon. Ngay 10-11, m& dau phién hop & Dinh Boc Lap, Twéng Haig trinh Tdng Théng
Thiéu mét van thw dé ngay 8-11 clia Téng Théng Nixon glri cho éng. Birc thw dai 4
trang htra hen sé diéu chinh lai ban thdéa hiép theo nhitng doi héi cia VNCH nham
thuyét phuc Tdng Théng Thiéu chap nhan ban thda hiép, déng thdi ciing ham y de doa
néu Téng Théng Thiéu tiép tuc chéng déi. O trang 3 cua birc thw cé doan ghi kha rd
nhuv sau: “The other alternative would be for you to pursue what appears to be
your present course. In my view this would play into the hands of the enemy and
would have extremely grave consequences for both our peoples and it would be
disaster for yours.” *?! (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Giai phap kia sé la viéc
Ngai tiép tuc dwong 16i hién nay cua Ngai. Theo céch nhan dinh cua téi lam nhw vay la
roi vao bay cua ké thu va sé mang lai nhirng hdu qua vé cung nghiém trong cho cé hai
dan téc chung ta, va dé sé la tai hoa cho dan toc cia Ngai”). Sau khi Téng Théng Thiéu
doc xong van thw nay, Twéng Haig trinh bay ngay théi khéa biéu ctia phai doan Hoa Ky
tai hoa dam nhuw sau:

e Tl ngay 20 dén cubi thang 11, hoi dam gilra Kissinger va L& Bic Tho
tai Paris

e Ngay 1 va 2 thang 12 Kissinger sé& dén Sai Gon dé lam viéc véi Chinh
phtd VNCH

e Ngay 3-12 Kissinger sé& ra Ha N&i dé ky tat théa hiép

Nguwng ban sé co hiéu luc tr ngay 10-12

e Thda hiép sé& dwoc Ngoai Trwdng cac nwdc chinh thire ky két tai Paris
ngay 13-12

Va néi thém nhw sau: “If you go your separate way, we can manage the
difficulty, but for you it will be fatal.” >® (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Néu
quy vi khéng di cung chung téi, ching t6i sé cé céch gidi quyét chuyén khé khan do,
nhung dbi véi quy vi thi dé la con duong chét cda quy vi’).

Nhw vay, tinh hinh hda dam van y nhw cii, dau cé khac gi nhiéu I&m, so v&i tinh
hinh da xay ra trong thang 10 vira qua. Hoa Ky da quyét dinh sé ky két théa hiép roi,
ngay truéc khi hdoa dam tiép tuc lai. Nhirng hira hen sé tim cach thay déi ban dw thao
thda hiép theo nhirng yéu cau cla phia VNCH chi 1a nhitng I&i hira ma chinh Hoa Ky
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cling khéng tin twdng sé dat dwoc. Hon ai hét, Tdng Thdng Thiéu da thay rd viéc nay,
nhwng 6ng nghi c& con nwdc con tat, va vi hoan toan khdng con cé thé tin cay dwoc
Kissinger nira, 6ng quyét dinh ct¢r Phu T4 Dac Biét Nguyén Phu Birc thay mat 6ng diéu
dinh trwc tiép voi Tdng Théng Nixon. Day la mét bwdc di cé tinh toan va tinh ¢ lai rat
dung luc ctia Téng Thdng Thiéu. Bung ldc vi vao luc bay gi mbi quan hé mat thiét gidra
Tbng Théng Nixon va Cé Van Kissinger da bat diu cé sw ran nit. Trwdc day Nixon gan
nhw khoan trdng cho Kissinger trong vu Hdoa Dam Paris, méac du cé nhirng vu viéc dng
khéng ddng y véi Kissinger nhwng 6ng van 1& di, khdng ndi ra, vi du nhw 6ng nhan dinh
la khéng can thiét phai ky két thda hiép véi Béc Viét trwdc ngay bau clv (7-11) nhw
Kissinger tin twéng. Nhwng roi 6ng nhan thiy Kissinger bt dau di qua da khi Kissinger
trd 1&i nir phéng vién Y Oriana Fallaci trong mét cudc phdng van nhw sau: “Americans
like the cowboy ... who rides all alone into the town, the village, with his horse
and nothing else ... This amazing, romantic character suits me precisely because
to be alone has always been part of my style or, if you like, my technique.” **' (Xin
tam dich sang Viét ngir nhw sau: “Nguoi My thich chang cao béi ... mét minh c&i ngua
vao thij trdn, vao lang, chi véi con ngua ctia minh ma théi ... Cai nhan vét la lung, lang
man doé thich hop vé&i téi chinh vi hanh déng don déc bao gi¢ ciing la cach lam cua toi,
hay néu cé thich, la phuong phap cda t6i”). Kiéu néi nay ham y Kissinger mai chinh
that 14 nhan vat trung tam cGa moi viéc ch khéng phai Téng Théng Nixon. Nixon cdm
thdy bi xiic pham ndng né. Ngay 19-11, khi Kissinger 1&n dwdng di Paris dé& mat dam
v@i Lé Plrc Tho, Nixon khong dwa tién ma chi goi dién thoai tir van phong éng. Khi
Téng Thong Thiéu ngo y mudn cl Phu T4 Nguyén Phu Plic sang gap 6ng, 6ng nhan
|61 ngay. Ong Burc dén Paris trwdc dé gap phai doan VNCH ciing nhw phai doan My dé
nadm tinh hinh dam phan. Trong th&i gian 6ng dang & Paris, Téng Théng Thiéu cir
Hoang Birc Nha dich than mang mét thw rat dai sang cho 6ng Blrc v&i nhirng chi thi
mé&i. Sau khi dwoc dich sang Anh ngi¥, birc thw dai dén 24 trang. Ngay 28-11-1972,
ong Duc roi Paris 1€n dwdng di Washington. Trong th&i gian nay, Kissinger da cé thém
2 budi hop véi Lé Birc Tho vao ngay 20-11 va 25-11 nhwng déu khong cé tién trién vi
Bé&c Viét bac bd tat ca nhirng doi hdi thay dbi quan trong trong ban dw thdo théa hiép
ctia VNCH. Nixon ra lénh cho Kissinger tr& vé My.

Ngay 29-11-1972, 6ng Dlrc cung véi Pai s Tran Kim Phuong dwoc Téng Théng
Nixon tiép kién tai Toa Bach Oc, trong Phong Bau Duc (Oval Office), c6 s hién dién
cua Kissinger va Tuéng Haig. Cb Van Durc trinh 1én Téng Théng Nixon birc thu dai 24
trang ctia Téng Thdng Thiéu, va sau dé giai thich tirng diém trong birc thw, dic biét chu
trong vao 2 diém chinh: 1) Viéc doi héi Bc Viét phai rat quan, va 2) Van dé HbHGDT
va thanh phan cau tao cia HB. Tong Thong Nixon cé vé dong tinh va 6ng chi thi ngay
cho Kissinger phai tim moi cach cal thién ban du thdo théa hiép vé 2 diém dé. Sau do,
éng ndi ré quan diém cla éng vé théa hiép nhw sau: “The agreement is just a piece
of paper. What counts is our determination to support you.” > (Xin tam dich sang
Viét nglr nhw sau: “Théa hiép chi la mét ménh gidy ma théi. Diéu quan trong la sw
quyét tdm cla chung téi trong viéc hé tro cac 6ng”). Va 6ng ndi rd nhirtng cam két cla
O6ng nhuv sau:

e Vién tro quan sw va kinh t& cho VNCH sau khi ky théa hiép
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e Khong Quan Hoa Ky dong tai Thai Lan va trén cac hang khéng mau
ham sé& oanh tac tr& lai néu tinh bao Hoa Ky phat hién phe Cong san
vi pham théa hiép

e Gilr virng lap trwéng Gng ho Téng Thdng Thiéu

e Hoa Ky da c6 nhirng théa thuan véi Lién X6 va Bac Kinh vé cac gioi
han vién tro cho Bac Viét

Ngay hém sau, 30-11-1972, trong phién hop v&i Cé VAn Nguy&n Phu DBurc, khi
dwoc éng Blrc hdi vé van dé Béc Viét rat quan thi Kissinger néi thang 1a khéng thé nao
c6 duoc diéu doé trong ban thda hiép.?® Trwdc tinh hinh gan nhw bé tc nay, Phu Ta
Dlrc da dé nghj voi Kissinger 1a Hoa Ky cé thé ky két riéng ré véi Bac Viét dé rat quan
va mang tu binh vé. VNCH cam két sé& thad 10.000 tu binh Coéng san dé& danh dbi cho
viéc Bac Viét chju tha tat ca tu binh My. Sau d6 VNCH sé tiép tuc dam phan véi Bac
Viét vd MTGPMN vé nhirtng van dé chinh tri cia Mién Nam. Kissinger bao cao lai dé
nghi nay cta 6ng Ptrc va Tdng Thng Nixon lai c6 thém mét phién hop nira véi Phu Ta
Plrc trong cung ngay. Sau khi nghe dng Pt trinh bay vé dé& nghi nay, Téng Théng
Nixon cho biét 1a éng da tham khdo cac Dan Biéu va Thwong Nghi ST, thudc phe diéu
hau (trc 14 nhirtng ngwdi Gng hé VNCH), thanh vién cta hai Uy Ban Quan Vu (Armed
Forces Committee) clia cd Thwong Vién va Ha Vién, va tat cd da dong thanh chép
thuan ban théa hiép réi. Néu VNCH khong cung ky két véi Hoa Ky thi Qudc Hoi sé
chdm dit moi vién tro. Ong néi rd nhw sau: “I hope that we shall go forward
together, then you will have economic and military assistance. Please convey
this to President Thieu, what counts is U.S. alliance. | can make that
commitment.” *" (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Téi hy vong chiing ta sé cung
di v&i nhau, nhuw vy céc éng sé c6 duroc vién tro kinh té va quan sw. Xin 6ng trinh lai
v6i Téng Théng Thiéu diéu nay: chuyén quan trong la lién minh cda Hoa Ky. Téi c6 thé
cam két diéu d6”). Sau dé Téng Théng Nixon yéu cau Phu Ta Pdc cho Kissinger biét
nhirng diéu wu tién ma VNCH muén Hoa Ky thdo luan véi Béc Viét tai cac budi hop
trong dot hoa dam ké tiép. Ong Pwc cho biét ngoai van dé rut quan cua Bac Viét,
VNCH chéng lai viéc xem nhw cé hai chinh pht tai Mién Nam, va, do dé, khéng chap
nhan viéc s dung danh xwng Chanh phd Cach Mang Lam Théi Cong Hoa Mién Nam
Viét Nam (CPCMLTCHMNVN) thay cho Mat Tran Giai Phéng Dan Téc, va VNCH ciing
chéng lai viec HDHGDT gbém c6 3 thanh phan ngang nhau. Ngay hém sau, 1-12-1972,
éng Durc lam viéc voi Kissinger vé nhirng van dé chi tiét va cu thé cta théa hiép, nhw
van dé& ngwng ban tai chd, van dé Lao va Campuchia, vv. Ngay 2-12-1972, Phu Ta Birc
r&i Washington vé Sai Gon.

Ngay 3-12-1972, trong phién hop cia Hoéi BDdng An Ninh Quéc Gia (HDANQG)
tai Dinh Déc Lap dwdi sy chii toa clia Tdng Thdng Thiéu, Phu Ta Bire phuc trinh lai moi
dién tién trong cac phién hop tai Washington clia 6ng v&i Tong Thong Nixon va C6 Van
Kissinger. Cubi phlen hop, khi dwoc Téng Thong Thiéu héi y kién ca nhan cta éng, ong
tra 10 ngay la néu ky thda hiép, véi cac diéu khoadn ngay luc do, thi Mién Nam sé mat.
Trong cudn hdi ky, 6ng ghi nhw sau: “President Thieu asked me this basic question:
Do you think that we should sign this Agreement? | replied: In my judgment, if
we sign the Agreement, as it is, South Vietnam will be lost.” *® (Xin tam dich sang
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Viét nglr nhw sau: “Téng Théng Thiéu héi téi cdu héi cdn bén: Anh nghi ching ta c6 nén
ky Théa hiép nay hay khéng? Téi tra loi: Theo nhan dinh cua téi, néu ching ta ky Théa
hiép nay, nhuw trong tinh trang hién nay, Mién Nam sé mat’). Téng Théng Thiéu va toan
thé HDANQG cuing déng y v&i quan diém nay.

Trong th&i gian nay Hoa Ky va Béc Viét tré lai ban héi nghi tr ngay 4-12-1972
nhwng hoi nghi khéng c6 tién trién gi ca vi Béc Viét bac bd tat ca nhirng doi héi thay ddi
ban thda hiép cua Kissinger dwa trén cac yéu ciu cia VNCH. Ngay 17-12-1972, Téng
Thdng Nixon ra lénh tai phong téa hai cdng Hai Phong va tai oanh tac Bac Viét, va, dac
biét trong 1an nay, lan dau tién trong chién tranh Viét Nam, Hoa ky cho phi co B-52 trai
thdm Ha Néi. Chién dich nay dwoc dat tén 1a Linebacker |1, thuwc hién trong théi gian tor
18 dén 29 thang 12 ndm 1972, thwdng dwoc bdo chi va sach vé My goi 1a “The
Christmas Bombing” (Chién Djch Oanh Tac Mua Giéng Sinh).

Ngay 19-12-1972, Téng Théng Nixon cir Twéng Haig sang Sai Gon, mang theo
mot blrc thw cla 6ng d& ngay 17-12-1972 g&ri Téng Théng Thiéu voi 1 1& vé cung
clrng rén, gan nhw 14 moét tdi-hau-thw. Trong hdi ky clia éng, Téng Théng Nixon ghi ré
nhw sau: “Haig arrived in Saigon on December 19, carring the strongest letter |
had yet written to Thieu. In it | stated: “General Haig’s mission now represents
my final effort to point out to you the necessity for joint action and to convey my
irrevocable intention to proceed, preferably with your cooperation but, if
necessary, alone... | have asked General Haig to obtain your answer to this
absolutely final offer on my part for us to work together in seeking a settlement
along the lines | have approved or to go our separate ways.”” *° (Xin tam dich
sang Viét nglr nhv sau: “Haig dén Sai Gon ngay 19-12, mang theo birc thw véi o 16
manh mé nhdt ma toi tirng viét cho 6ng Thiéu. Trong dé téi néi ré: “Str ménh cla
Twéng Haig 1an nay thé hién c6 géng cubi cung cua tbi dé néi roé véi Ngai sw cén thiét
phéi hanh déng chung va théng béo cho Ngai cai y dinh khéng thé ddo nguoc cua téi la
t6i sé tién toi thda hidp, tot nhirt la voi sw hop tac cla ngai, nhung, néu can thiét, thi toi
sé tién hanh mot minh. Té6i da chi thi cho Twéng Haig phdi nhan duoc suw trd 1oi cua
Ngai vé dé nghij tuyét dbi cudi cung nay cta téi nhdm t6i hodc la minh cung céng tac dé
muu tim mét sw thda hiép dwa trén nhing duong 16i ma téi d& chdp nhéan hodc la
duong ai ndy di”). Trwdce tinh hinh nghiém trong do birc “t6i hau thu” nay tao ra, Téng
Théng Thiéu triéu tap ngay mét phién hop ctia HDANQG, 1an nay dwoc mé réng voi sy
tham gia clia cac vi dirng dau clia c& hai nganh Lap Phap va Tw Phap: d6 1a cac éng
Nguyén Van Huyén, Cha Tich Thwong Vién, éng Nguyén Ba Can, Cha Tich Ha Vién, va
Tham Phan Tran Van Linh, Cha Tich Tdi Cao Phap Vién.

M&c du van thw cta Téng Théng Nixon mang tinh cach gan nhu la mét
tdi-hau-thw, Tdng Théng Thiéu khéng tin 1a Nixon c6 thé tién hanh ky két riéng ré voi
Béc Viét nén, sau budi hop cia HDANQG, 6ng van yéu cau Phu T4 Btc soan van thw
dé ngay 20-12-1972 tra 16i thw ngay 17-12-1972 ctia Tdng Thdéng Nixon. Van thw nay
mé dau bang tom lwoc lai 3 doi hdi can ban ctia VNCH vé: 1) Viéc Bac Viét phai rat
quan, 2) Khéng cdng nhan cai goi la CPCMLTCHMNVN, va 3) Thanh phan va nhiém vu
ctia HPHGDT cho thdy HPHGDT chi 1a mét chinh pha lién hiép tra hinh. Sau dé, van
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thu dé nghi VNCH san sang chéap nhan ban théa hiép cla ngay 12-12-1972 néu 2 yéu
cau sau day dwoc gidi qujyét: 1) Khéng duwoc xem CPCMLTCHMNVN nhw mét chinh
quyen song song v&i Chinh phi VNCH tai Mién Nam, va 2) Bac Viét phai rat hét quan
vé trong cung thdi gian véi quan cac nwéc ddng minh ctia VNCH. Sau cung, birc thw
két luan: “l must say the South Vietnamese Government and people absolutely
cannot go beyond these new important concessions, because otherwise it would
be tantamount to surrender.” *" (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “T6i phai noi
rang Chinh phu va nhan dén Mién Nam tuyét déi khéng thé di xa hon nhiing nhurong bd
méi va quan trong nay, vi lam khéc di thi coi nhw la déu hang’).

Trong th&i gian nay, Chién dich Linebacker I, tuy c6 gay thiét hai bat nge cho
Hoa Ky la c6 tat ca 15 phi co' B-52 bi ban roi, mét diéu chwa bao gid xay ra cho khéng
lwc Hoa Ky, da gay tdn that rat nghiém trong cho Bac Viét, ca vé phwong dién co s& vat
chét va vé phwong dién tinh than dbi véi dan ching thi @6 Ha Noéi. Trong moét thoi gian
rat ngan, chi c6 11 ngay (trr 1 ngay duy nhirt Ia ngay L& Giang Sinh, 25-12-1972), Hoa
Ky da thwc hién 741 phi vu B-52 va 1.274 phi vu cltia cac chién diu co thuéc Khéng
Quan va Hai Quan dé yém tro cho B-52 (ké ca phi co F-111 la loai tdi tan nhirt tai thoi
diém nay), va da ném mot sé lwong bom 1én dén 20.237 tan,*? gay kinh hoang cho dan
chung tha d& Ha Néi. Vé phia Bac Viét, luwc lwong phong khéng da ban trén 1.000 héa
tién SAM (Surface-to-Air Missiles = hda tién dia-khéng) nh& vay da ha dwoc mot sb
lwong dang ké phi co B-52 vén bay & khéng dé rat cao (nhd vay trong bao nhiéu nam
thwe hién cac phi vu oanh tac chién thuat & Mién Nam —va gay kinh hoang cho bd doi
Bé&c Viét va Viét Cong-- chwa bao gior cé6 mot B-52 nao bi ban roi ca). Ngay 28-12-1972,
Bé&c Viét ddng y sé tiép tuc hoa dam tré lai vao hai ngay 2-1 va 8-1-1973. Vao lic 7 gi®v
t6i ngay 29-12-1972, Chién dich Linebacker Il chinh thirc chadm dut.

Ngay 2-1-1973, mét ngay truéc khi Qudc Hoi Hoa Ky tai nhém, cac Dan Biéu
thudc khdi Dan Chua (Ha Vién) biéu quyét véi ty sb 154/75 dong y sé céat hét vién tro
quan sw cho Viét Nam ngay sau khi dat dwoc thda hiép rat quan va mang tu binh My
vé. Ngay 4-1-1973, mét ngay sau khi Qudc Héi tai nhém, Thuwong Nghi ST Edward
Kennedy dé& nghi mdt nghi quyét twong tw cho khéi Dan Cha tai Thwong Vién va nghi
quyét dwoc théng qua véi ty s6 36/12. Trwdc tinh hinh nhw vay, cd Téng Théng Nixon
va Cb Van Kissinger déu thdy can phai tién hanh ky két théa hiép v&i Béc Viét ngay
truwdc khi viéc ing hd VNCH tai Qudc Héi tan thanh may khoi.

Nham chuén bj cho viéc tai nhém ctia Hoa dam Paris vao ngay 8-1-1973, ngay
5-1-1973, Nixon lai gtri thém mét thw nira cho T6ng Théng Thiéu voi 100 hira sé dat lai
van dé rut quan cla Bac Viét nhwng éng tin 1a Bac Viét ciing sé lai bac bd niva, va éng
cling htra 13, néu VNCH dbng y ky két thda hiép thi sau nay néu Bac Viét vi pham théa
hiép, 6ng sé tra diia quyét liét voi tat ca sirc manh quan sy ciia Hoa Ky. Nguyén van
Anh ngl trong van thu nhw sau: “With respect to the question of North Vietnamese
troops, we will again present your views to the Communists as we have done
vigorously at every other opportunity in the negotiations. The result is certain to
be once more the rejection of our position... Should you decide, as | trust you
will, to go with us, you have my assurance of continued assistance in the
post-settlement period and that we will respond with full force should the
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settlement be violated by North Vietnam.” *° (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau:
“Vé van dé quan Bé&c Viét, chung toi sé lai trinh bay quan diém cta Ngai cho phe Céng
San nhuw ching té6i da timg lam mot cach manh mé méi khi ¢é co hdi tai hoa dam. Két
quéd chdc chédn la ho sé lai bac bé 1ap truong nay cua chung ta nia... Néu nhw Ngai
quyét dinh, nhuw téi tin la Ngai sé lam, di cung chung téi, Ngai sé c6 dwoc sw bao dam
cla t6i vé van dé tiiép tuc vién tro sau khi ky két, va, néu Béc Viét vi pham ky két nay,
ching téi sé tra dia voi tat ca strc manh’). Nhan duoc thw nay, Tdng Théng Thiéu tra
|&i ngay bang van thw dé ngay 7-1-1973, gilr nguyén l1ap trwdng cGa minh trong van thw
ngay 20-12-1972, va nhan manh rang nhirng diéu kién d6 la nhitng van dé sdng chét
cia Mién Nam.

Ngay 8-1-1973, Hoa dam Paris tai nhém. Ngay dau tién khong co két qua gi ca.
Ngay th& nhi, 9-1-1973, hai bén déng y st dung ban dw thdo cia ngay 23-12-1972 |am
can ban dé thao luan thém mot sb chi tiét. VAan dé rat quan cha Bac Viét hoan toan bi
loai bd, khéng duwoc dé cap dén niva. Chicé 2 van dé chinh sau day duwoc thdo luan va
di t&i déng thuan: 1) van dé Vung Phi Quan Sy hai bén vi tuyén thir 17 (VPQS, DMZ =
Demilitarized Zone); va 2) vin d& CPCMLTCHMNVN. V& vén d& VPQS, Béc Viét ddng
y chap nhan cdng thirc ma Kissinger da dé nghi vao thang 12-1972: hai mién Nam Bac
tiép tuc tén trong VPQS nhwng sé tién hanh thwong thuyét vé viéc cho phép nhirng di
chuyén dan sw xuyén qua VPQS. V& van d& CPCMLTCHMNVN, dé thda man doi hdi
ctia VNCH, dwoc gidi quyét bang hai cach: 1) Danh xwung CPCMLTCHMNVN chi duoc
ghi trong phan mé& dau (preamble), hoan toan khéng cé ghi trong phan chinh cla ban
thda hiép; 2) Trong phan ch ky, phe Céng san, tirc Béc Viét vd CPCMLTCHMNVN sé
ky chung trong mét trang, va phe Ty Do, trc Hoa Ky va VNCH, sé ky chung trong mét
trang khac. Ngay 13-1-1973, hai bén hoan toan déng y v&i nhau vé moi diéu khoan
trong ban thda hiép ciing nhu thu tuc ky két ban thda hiép.

Ngay 14-1-1973, Téng Théng Nixon g&ri thém mét van thw niva cho Téng Théng
Thiéu va lan nay ciing lai do chinh Twéng Haig mang sang. Trong thw, Nixon noéi rd
éng da quyét dinh sé& ky ban théa hiép vao ngay 27-1-1973, va, néu can, Hoa Ky sé ky
mot minh; trong trwéng hop nay 6ng sé cong khai tuyén bd 1a Chinh phi VNCH da cén
tr& hoa binh; va, dé phia VNCH dé& dang chap nhan cung ky vao ban théa hiép, éng
cling lai hira, sé tiép tuc vién tro quan sw va kinh té cho VNCH, va, néu, B&c Viét vi
pham théa hiép, 6ng sé tra diia manh mé. Nguyén van Anh ngir trong van thw nhw sau:
“I have therefore irrevocably decided to proceed to initial the Agreement on
January 23, 1973 and to sign it on January 27 in Paris. | will do so, if necessary,
alone. In that case | shall have to explain publicly that your Government
obstructs peace.” ¥ (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngl nhw sau: “Do do t6i da dirt khoat
quyét dinh tién hanh ky tdt ban Théa Hiép vao ngay 23 Thang Giéng ndm 1973 va ky
chinh thirc vao ngay 27 Théng Giéng tai Paris. Néu cén, t6i sé lam diéu d6 mét minh.
Trong trrong hop do, toi sé phai giai thich mét cach céng khai la Chinh phd cua Ngai
cén tr& hoa binh”). Tbng Thdng Thiéu van khéng chiu nhuwong bd ngay; éng lai gl
thém mét van thw nira cho Téng Théng Nixon dé ngay 17-1-1973, yéu cau diéu chinh
lai cac diéu khoadn vé VPQS, vé van dé quan Bac Viét tai Mién Nam, va vé vai trd cla
ay hoéi kiém soat dinh chién. Lan nay Téng Théng Nixon khéng nhwong bd niva, ng tra
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|&i ngay cung ngay, nhéc lai tAt c& cac diém trong van thw ngay 14-1, va yéu cau Téng
Théng Thiéu tra 1o van thw nay cham nhirt 1a vao sang ngay 20-1-1973 (ngay 6ng sé
tuyén thé nham chirc Tdng Théng Hoa Ky nhiém ky 2). Téng Théng Thiéu van chwa
chiu chap nhan, lai givi thém mét van thw niva dé ngay 20-1-1973 trong dé 6ng dé nghi
mot vai phuwong cach dé giai quyét van dé quan Béc Viét tai Mién Nam. Ngay hém sau,
21-1-1973, Téng Théng Nixon glri cho Tdng Théng Thiéu mét ¢éng dién trong do éng
ndi rd 1a khéng con théi gian dé cliu xét bat clr dé nghi nao ctiia VNCH niva hét, va yéu
cau Téng Théng Thiéu, néu dong y cung ky két véi Hoa Ky, phai tra 1&i trwdc 12 gioy
trwa, ngay 21-1-1973, gio Washington, Hoa Ky, tirc la vao sang sém ngay 22-1-1973,
gi& Sai Gon, Viét Nam.*® Lan nay thi Tdng Théng Thiéu da hiéu qua rd la éng khong
con c6 cach nao khac hon la phai ddng y ky vao Théa Hiép Paris ma théi, nghia Ia éng
phai 1am cai chuyén ma éng da khéng mudn lam truwéc day, khi dng noi véi Twéng Haig
vao ngay 19-12-1972 sau khi doc xong thw ctia Tdng Théng Nixon dé ngay 17-12-1972
la cac 6ng mubn toi ky thdéa hiép khéng phai vi hda binh ma chi la dé tiép tuc nhan
dwoc vién tro ctia Hoa Ky. Trong cudn héi ky ctia minh, Tédng Thdng Nixon da ghi lai rd
chuyén nay nhuv sau: “After Thieu had read the letter through twice, he looked up
and said that it was obvious that he was not being asked to sign an agreement for
peace but rather an agreement for continued American support. Haig replied that
as a soldier and as someone completely familiar with Communist treachery, he
agreed with Thieu’s assessment.” *° (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Sau khi
doc hét burc thw hai lan, 6ng Thiéu ngudc 1én va néi [véi Twéng Haig] /a ré rang 6ng ta
duroc yéu cau ky mot ban théa hiép khéng phai vi hoa binh ma dung ra la mot théa hiép
dé tiép tuc duwoc Hoa Ky vién tro. Haig tré 1oi rang véi tw cach mét quén nhén va mot
nguoi hoan toan quen thuéc véi sw dbi tra cua Céng sén 6ng déng y véi danh gia cua
6éng Thiéu”).

Thay L&i Két

C6 thé néi Hoa dam Paris (tr 13-5-1968 dén 27-1-1973) l1a mot mbi ban tam rét
I&n vé chinh tri cia Tdng Théng Nguyén Van Thiéu trong phan I&n nhiém ky 1 va gan
ni*a nhiém ky 2 cGa 6ng. Ngay tlr diu, chdc éng ciing da thay rd sy thay dbi Ion va
gan nhu khéng thé ddo ngwoc dwoc trong chinh sach ctia Hoa Ky vé Chién tranh Viét
Nam: xubng thang, rut quan, va thwong thuyét d& cé thé chdm dat chién tranh va mang
tu binh vé&. Tuy cach lam cla hai vi Téng Théng ké tiép (Johnson réi Nixon) cé khac
nhau nhwng muc tiéu thi hoan toan gibng nhau. S sdng con clia VNCH, tuy khéng
phai hoan toan bi Hoa Ky bd méc, van khéng thé dwoc dat trén muc tiéu néi trén. Téng
Thdng Thiéu hiéu rat ré diéu nay va da cd gang lam hét strc minh trong bdi canh chinh
tri — ngoai giao v6 cung khé khan dé. Ong da c6 du can dam thach thirc va dwong dau
véi hai vi Téng Théng Hoa Ky ké tiép nhau. Tuy 6ng khoéng dat dwoc muc tiéu mong
mubn (budc Bac Viét phai rut quan ra khdi Mién Nam) trong Hoa dam Paris, 6ng ciing
da budc dwoc Téng Thdng Nixon phai cé 16 htra trén gidy trdng muc den sé tiép tuc
vién tro quan sw va kinh t& cho VNCH va sé trd dda manh mé néu Bac Viét vi pham
Hiép Binh Paris trwéc khi éng déng y, vao phat chét, cuing véi Hoa Ky ky vao Hiép Dinh
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nay. Dé cé dwoc sy khang dinh clia Tdng Théng Nixon mét cach cong khai vé hai loi
hra nay, 6ng da viéng tham Hoa Ky vao dau thang 4-1973, méc du dwoc biét sé khong
duoec tiép chinh thire tai tha d6 Washington nhw mét Quéc Trudng. Théng Céao Chung
cua 2 vj Téng Thc“')ng sau cudc hdi dam tai San Clemente, California, ngay 3-4-1973 tai
khang dinh cac |&i hira d6. Khéng may, Téng Thdng Nixon phai tir chirc vao ngay
9-8-1974 vi vu Watergate. Tdng Thdng ké nhiém, Gerald Ford, la vi Téng Théng dau
tién trong lich st ctia Hoa Ky khéng do dan bau ra, da bj Quéc Hoi do da sb Dan Biéu
va Thwong Nghi ST thudc dang Dan Cha khdng ché va tréi tay. Moi vién tro' quan sw
cho VNCH, nhw Téng Théng Nixon da ha hen, da bi Quéc Hoi Hoa Ky thang tay bac
bd, va viéc Hoa Ky tra dia déi véi cac vi pham Hiép Dinh Paris clia Bac Viét (tAn chiém
Phwéc Long vao thang 1-1975, va Ban Mé Thudc vao thang 3-1975), nhw Téng Thdng
Nixon da cam két, cling da khéng dwoc thwc hién. Sy sup db cia VNCH vao ngay
30-4-1975 Ia hau qua kho tranh dwoc cia viéc bd roi Péng Minh ciia Hoa Ky.
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