HAY KHONG BANG HEN

Lam Vinh-Thé
Cwu Hoc Sinh Trwéo'ng Trung Hoc Petrus Triwong Vinh Ky, 1953-1960

T6i sinh nd&m Tan Ty (1941), va nhw vay, ndm nay (2024) t6i d& dwoc 83 tubi.
Thanh that ma ndi, cling nhw bao nhiéu ngudi khac, t6i da trai qua rat nhiéu thang trdm
trong cudc doi hon 80 nam nay, nhwng nhin lai, ldy cong tam ma xét, t6i nhan ra minh
da dwoc On Trén danh cho rat nhiéu may méan, dung nhuv Ong Ba minh thwong day
con chau tlr bao nhiéu thé hé Ia Hay Khéng Bang Hén. Bai viét nay cb géng ghi lai
nhirng trai nghiém cua ban than téi vé cai chan ly ngan d&i nay.

Theoi Con Di Hoc

Nhin lai hanh trinh “muwoi Idm nam dén séach, 1948-1963” t6i thay rat ro cai
may man ma On Trén da danh cho toi 1a téi da luén ludn thi dau tat ca cac ky thi, tr cac
ky thi 1y bang twong dbi binh thuwéng, cho dén céac ky thi tuyén vé cung khé khan nhw
thi tuyén vao L&p Dé Thét cia Trwéng Trung Hoc Petrus Trwong Vinh Ky va thi tuyén
vao Trwong Dai Hoc Sw Pham Sai Gon.

T6i hoc 5 nam (1948-1953) cla bac Tiéu hoc tai Trwong Tiéu Hoc Nam Dakao
trén dwdng Albert 1° (vé sau duwoc dbi tén thanh dwéng Dinh Tién Hoang). Khi hoc
Lép Nhit A (phu trach bdi Thay Phuéc, gido vién ngudi Bac duy nhtrt cia Treong, mot
chuyén la trong thoi gian nay), téi khdng phal la mét hoc sinh xuat séc cha lép. Vay ma
cudi ndm do, sau khi da thi dau bang Tiéu Hoc, khi ca 2 16p Nhit (Lép Nhat A valop
Nhat B, do mét Thay ngwdi Nam phu trach ma téi khéng con nhé tén la gi), gom trén
100 hoc sinh, tham dw ky thi tuyén vao I&p dé that ciia Trwdng Petrus Ky (d4u tién cla
Chwong Trinh Viét), thi t6i 14 hoc sinh duy nhdt cia Trwong Tiéu Hoc Nam Dakao da
trang tuyén. Me t6i rat vui mrng va thwdng cho téi mot chiéc xe dap. Téi van con nhé
hoai cai hdm mua chiéc xe dap d6. Me t6i dan t6i xubng mét cai tiém kha 1&n dwéi Cho
Ci, chu la nguoi Hoa, trén dwdng Boulevard de la Somme (vé sau ddi tén thanh Dai Lo
Ham Nghi), va mua cho tdi mét chiéc xe dap nhap cang tir bén Phap ctia hang san xuét
xe dap ndi tiéng tai Thanh phd Saint-Etienne. Trong khi Me t6i con ban lo 1am gidy to
thanh toan cho chiéc xe dap, thi t6i, luc d6é qua strc vui mirng, da leo I&n xe va dap mot
hoi tubt vé t&i nha & khu Da Kao ludn. D4 la tai sén I&n dau tién trong doi t6i, va duoc
t6i o bé, lau chui hang ngay, nhwng hinh nhw ciing chi dwgc cd may thang théi. Tuy
vay, chinh chiéc xe dap nay da la phwong tién gitp t6i di hoc subt 7 ndm (1953-1960)
tai Trwong Petrus Ky.

Trong thoi gian 7 nam clia bac Trung hoc, t6i cling d& may man thi dau tat ca cac
ky thi 4y bang:

e He 1957: thi dau bang Trung Hoc Bé Nhut Cap



e Hé 1959: thi dau béng Tu Tai 1, Ban A
e Heé 1960: thi dau bang Tu Tai 2, Ban A

Sau khi thi dau bang Tu Tai 2, t6i dw thi va, thém mét 1an may man niva, t6i cling
da dau ludn ca ky thi tuyén vao nam th(r nhit ctia Trwdng Dai Hoc Sw Pham Sai Gon,
Ban S Dia. Lan nay, phan thwéng cia Me tdi cho t6i tdng I&n mot cap: dé la mot chiée
xe gan may hiéu Mobylette, va tdi da s dung chiéc xe Mobylette nay trong subt 3 nam
(1960-1963) di hoc tai bai Hoc Sw Pham Sai Gon ciling nhw 3 nam (1963-1966) di day
hoc tai Trwong Trung Hoc Cong Lap Kién Hoa (Bén Tre).

Pwoc Hoc Bong Du Hoc Hoa Ky

Sau ba nam day hoc & Kién Hoa, mua Thu 1966, t6i dwoc thuyén chuyén vé
Trwdng Trung Hoc Kiéu MAu Tha Birc (THKMTD). Chinh tai ngéi trwdng tan tién nay
t6i da co dwoc cai may mén Ién nhit trong ddi: nhan dwoc hoc bbng di du hoc Hoa Ky
trong hai nam.!"

Cai may man dé da bat dau mot cach that gian di va tinh c& nhw sau: mét budi
sang ndm 1970, trong gi® nghi giai lao, t6i vao Thw vién ctia Trwong THKMTD dé chiac
mirng mot ngwdi ban 1a anh Nguyén ng Long, Quén Thia Thw Vién cta Trwdng, vira
duwoc Chinh pha Viét Nam Coéng Hoa ctv gitr chirc Giam Dbdc Nha Van Khd va Thu Vién
Quéc Gia. Sau khi néi chuyén dwoc vai phut, bdng nhién Anh Long dé nghi t6i thay thé
anh phu trach Thu vién cta Trwong dé anh c6 thé an tam rdi Trwdng di nhan nhiém vu
mé&i. Cho dén ngay hém nay téi van khoéng hiéu tai sao téi nhan 16i anh ngay, khoéng
mot chat dan do, do duw gi ca. Thé 1a t6i bdng nhién tré thanh Quan Tha Thw Vién ma
hoan toan khéng cé mét chut kién thirc gi ca vé nganh thw vién. Trwéc khi roi Truong,
anh Long d3 biéu t6i cubn sach Phwong phdp téng ké va phan loai séch:
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chlirc, ma NgUdi uuiy uau 1a LIY GU varll YUl Lee Aaiennuier. sau Khéa huan luyén,
tré vé trwdng, tuy van tiép tuc gidng day mén Kién Thirc Xa Hoi (Social Studies, tén goi
m¢&i cia mén S Dia tai Trwdng THKMTD) cho hoc sinh Trwedng THKMTD, t6i danh
nhiéu thoi gian hon cho cong tac thw vién, td chirc nhiéu sinh hoat cla thw vién nham
16i cubn hoc sinh dén thw vién thwdng xuyén hon, nhw trién 13m sach mai hang tuan, tb
chirc cac bubi hoi thao, td chirc cho hoc sinh tham gia mét cudc thi vé tranh Tét két
thic véi mot Lé Phat Gidi Thuwdng ngay trong Thw Vién do chinh Gido Sw Hiéu Truwdng
dén chii toa. Ong cb van Hafenrichter da dac biét theo di tt c& nhirng chuyén tai lam
cho Thw vién cta Trwérng THKMTD, va da di dén quyét dinh cap cho tdi mdt hoc bdng
di du hoc Hoa Ky hai nam (1971-1973) tai Trwdng Thw Vién Hoc cua Vién Dai Hoc
Syracuse (School of Library Science, Syracuse University), tai Thanh phd Syracuse,
tiéu bang New York.

Pwoc Thu Huan Vé&i An Sw Pauline A. Cochrane

Ngay xwa Ong Ba minh thwong ndi cau “Phwoc Bat Trang Lai, Hoa V6 bon
Chi” c6 nghia la “hai chuyén tot thi khéng dén cung mét luc, chuyén xau thi
khéng déen mét minh.” Trong trwdng hop cla téi thi cai vé thir nhirt cia cau néi nay



da khéng dung bai vi cung véi cai may man I6n 1a dwoc hoc béng di du hoc Hoa Ky, t6i
lai dworc thém mot cai may man Ién nira 14 con dwoc hoc véi Gido Sw Pauline A.
Cochrane (lic d6 con mang tén la Pauline Atherton, vé sau, khi d lap gia dinh vé&i Gido
Sw John Cochrane, Ba maéi ddi tén lai goi la Pauline A. (Atherton) Cochrane) ciing nhw
dwoc Ba lam Gido Sw Hwéng Dan (Academic Advisor) do nha trwéng chi dinh.

Hinh Giag Nam 2011

Vao khoang thoi gi : 8 da la mot tén tudi Ién trong
nganh thw vién — thong tin hoc tai Hoa Ky va trén thé gi¢i. Ba la dwong kim Cha Tich,
HG6i Thong Tin Hoc cua Hoa Ky nhiém ky 1971 (President, American Society for
Information Science = ASIS) nhw thong tin trong tam anh bén dwi day da ghi ro:
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Sau khi doc hd so cta tdi do Co Quan USAID chuyén Ién cho Pai Hoc Syracuse, An
Sw Pauline Atherton biét rd 1a, sau khi tt nghiép vé nuwéec, tdi sé cd nhiém vu thanh 1ap
Ban Thu Vién Hoc dau tién cho Viét Nam Céng Hoa (VNCH). Do d6, Ba da quyét dinh
khéng phai chi dao tao t6i thanh mét Quan Thu Thw Vién chuyén nghiép ma con la moét
Gido su vé nganh Thu Vién Hoc. Ba hdi t6i thich day vé bé mén nao va téi noi ngay la
t6i rat thich gidng day mén Bién Muc la nganh chuy&n mén cta Ba. Va trén thuc té toi
da theo hoc tit cd 3 gido trinh vé& Bién Muc la: 1) Organization of Information
Resources, LSC 503; 2) Special Problems in Cataloging, LSC 624; va, 3) Advanced
Topics in Organization of Information Resources, LSC 630. Hai gido trinh LSC 503 va
LSC 630 déu do chinh Ba giang day. Thang 5-1973, t6i t6t nghiép véi badng Cao Hoc
vé Thu Vién Hoc (Master of Library Science = MLS) va I&n dwdng vé nuwéc.

Phat Trién Nganh Thw Vién Cho Viét Nam Céng Hoa
Phat Trién H6i Thw Vién Viét Nam

Dau ndm 1974, v&i sy khuyén khich ctia anh Nguyén Ung Long, t6i da ra (ng
ctr chirc vu Chu Tich H6i Thw Vién Viét Nam (HTVVN) cho nhiém ky 1974, va téi da
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Trich tir Ban Tin cta Hdi Thw Vién Viét Nam, s6 1 (Thang 3-1974), tr. 4

Trong 15 nam tw ngay thanh lap hoi (1959), HTVVN van ludn ludn la mot hoi
doan vé danh, khéng duwoc quan chung biét dén, va cung khéng hé duoc chinh quyen
coi trong. V&i tw cach Cha Tich méi ctia Héi, t6i mubn cai thién vi thé yéu kém do cua
Ho6i. Trong La Thw Cha Tich dau tién, dang ngay trong trang 1 ctia Ban Tin s6 1 cla
HTVVN, t6i da dwa ra I&i kéu goi toan thé hdi vién tiép tay véi Ban Chip Hanh méi cla
Hoi dé tao nén vj thé m&i cho Hoi:

Thann lap tu 15 nam nay, H"l "hunb ta van con 18 mdt hoi
doan vo danh, xa la vdl oaaﬂ cHuﬂt ve hOau—donh rat 1oi naﬁ.
Quan chunb khonh o;e* dun ﬂ01 ta vl ho chua dudc Fldl tnl“ﬁ
/Gén &8 biGt. Chinh quyen cung kbin quan tem vi ho clny ohua
duge chung minh cho Uhay 3u car thTr'L. VA tdm quan t:ron;* cua
Tbu vien tronp "\.'lGG pl at-~tritn QJOP-—-G.U . Hoat donp cua qo bi
pldl han, mot nhan vi nhdnu kho hhan kirh fﬂ'ch"wr chc nwdc,
nming mot phan cung v:r_ nol bu ava H*n. ta ehila Jug - el ”Jn t-«an.,
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Hoi ta phal 1a 1am thé ndo vu:H cuquﬁ b“ 1-am quen trum, cua

nﬁhc via chaq chinh n01 bo a6 phat 'tI‘lGI" cﬂuyenﬁmon. D4 dat

dude nhuné, mie ’.:w*u navg lcuon phal chi mo nkci w*u’o’i mu?)

la Ban Chdp-hanh co the lam (JCUZO’” ma phai la toan tha cac _ban,

nhung r}guo‘} Ytilf ngh(—ajra tha m_lw VO’.}. HOIL Sy donb L0p Lu Ive !
de canh tan va phet tribn HGi phii 14 18t ¢énp +dp chume. Trons '
(mot s kha dong da tot nghiép bang MLS tr cac Bai Hoc Hoa lf(y hay cac Khda Huan
Luyén Trung Cép tai Dai Hoc Sw Pham Sai Gon) lai vira tran day nhiét tinh. Nho vay
HTVVN, trong nhiém ky 1974, v&i sy tai tro rat Ién cia Ho6i Van Hoéa A Chau (The Asia
Foundation) do téi dich than di g&p va van dong véi vi Cha Tich cda Hai la éng Julio
Andrews, da thyc hién dwoc tat ca cac dw an da dé ra trong chwong trinh 1am viéc nhw
sau:

e Xuét ban dwoc du 4 s6 cha Thw Vién Tap San (mot qui san chinh thtre cua
HTVVN), va 7 s6 Ban Tin trong cac thang gilra cac sb cGa qui san, va gdi
dén mién phi tan nha cho toan thé hoi vien.



e T6 chirc dwoc 2 Khda Luyén Can Ban Thw Vién Hoc mién phi danh cho cac
Hoi vién cia Hoi: Khéa 1t ngay 7-5-1974 dén ngay 28-6-1974 véi 31 hoc
vién; va Khéa 2 tir ngay 23-9-1974 dén ngay 13-11-1974 véi 30 hoc vién.
Céac L& Khai Giang va Bé Giang déu dwoc td chire rat long trong tai Dai
Giang Buwdng 19 cta Vién Pai Hoc Van Hanh dwéi sy déng chi toa cla
Thuwong Toa Thich Man Giac, Pho Vién Trwéng Vién Pai Hoc Van Hanh va
cla Gidao Suv Bui Xuan Bao, Th& Trwdng Bé6 Van Hoa Gidao Duc Dac Trach
Van Héa (mot hé qua hét sire tét dep cda viéc nay l1a chinh vi Th& Truéng,
sau khi dwoc chirng kién tan mat viéc lam cia HTVVN, da dé nghi 1én Bo va
B& da ban hanh Nghi Dinh s6 2496/VHGDTN/TC/TT/ND ngay 9-11-1974 tro
cap mot ngan khoan 1a 200.000 ddng cho nhirng hoat déng bat vu loi cla
HTVVN.

e T6 chirc mot Pai Hoi He (1an dau tién trong lich st 15 ndm ctia HTVVN trong
3 ngay 9-10-11/8/1974 voi gan 300 Hai vién tir khip nudc vé du (truéc do,
tai cac Dai Hoi Thwong Nién bau Ban Chap Hanh mai cho HTVVN, sb hoi
vién dén du chwa bao gi& dwoc hon 100 ngwdi). Tt ca hoi vién vé dy Dai
Hoi H& déu dwoc hwéng phu cp vang phan giong nhw cac Gido sw di gac
thi hay chdm thi Tu Tai. Téi cling da dich than dén gap va van déng 2 ngudi
ban déng nghiép la Gido Sw Tran Quang Minh, Giam Dbc Nha Tiéu Hoc, va
Gido Sv Pham Tén Kiét, Giam Dbc Nha Trung Hoc, dé& cac hoi vién HTVVN
& xa (nhw Hué, Nha Trang, hay Can Tho, An Xuyén) duwoc Bo Gido Duc cap
cho vé may bay khir hdi dé ho co thé vé Sai Gon dy Pai Hoi. Dai Hoi He da
thanh codng ruc rd, gidi quyét dwoc tat ca cac van dé ndi bo cua Hoi da ton
dong trong nhiéu ndm qua, va da hoan thanh dwoc Quy Ché Thw Vién Hoc
DPuong.

e Thuc hién viéc truy thu nién liém (200 déng / mot nam) ma mot sb rat déng
cta Hoéi da thiéu trong nhiéu nam qua, c6 nguwdi thiéu dén 6-7 nam. Co6
Pham Thij Lé-Hwong, Tha Quy cta Hoi, da dé ra ké hoach va dich than thuc
hién voi két qua la thu duoc trén 100.000 dong nién liém ma cac hoi vién da
thiéu.

Thanh Lap Ban Thw Vién Hoc Dau Tién Ctda VNCH

Vé&i nhirng thanh qua quan trong va tét dep nhw vira trinh bay, HTVVN da tao ra
dwoc mot thé ding co tam véc trong sinh hoat van hoéa tai thi d6 Sai Gon va trong ca
nwdc. Nhd vay, t6i, voi tw cach Chd Tich HTVVN, da dwoc cac hdi doan van hoéa tw
bau vao Hoi Béng Van Héa Gido Duc, mét trong ba hoi ddng hién-dinh do chinh Pho
Téng Théng VNCH lam Chua Tich. Ciing cuing trong chiéu huwéng danh gia tich cuc nay,
Vién Dai Hoc Van Hanh da quyét dinh cho thanh lap Ban Thw Vién Hoc (BTVH) dau
tién cia VNCH tai Phan Khoa Van Hoc va Khoa Hoc Nhan Van va c nhiém t6i lam
Gigo Suw Trwdng Ban dau tién.

BTVH d3 khai gidng vao dau nién khéa 1974-1975 v&i 70 sinh vién  BTVH nay
chi m&i giang day dwoc hai hoc ky véi thanh phan ban giang huan va cac khéa trinh
nhw sau:

Hoc Ky 1:



Ong Lam Vinh Thé: Tdng Ké va Phan Loai |

C6 Pham Thij Lé-Hwong: Td Chirc va bBiéu Hanh Thw Vién
Ong Lé Ngoc Oanh: Tuyén Chon Tai Liéu

Ong Téng Van Diéu: Lich st Thw Vién

Hoc Ky 2:

Ong Lam Vinh Thé: Téng Ké va Phan Loai Il

C6 Pham Thj Lé-Hwong: Céng Tac Khao Clru va Trinh Bay Luan Van
Ong Lé Ngoc Oanh: Tham Khao Téng Quat

Ong Nguyén Ung Long: Anh Ngi |

~ Hoc Ky 2 khéi si vao khoang thang 3-1975 da khong bao gio dwoc két thic vi
bién co bi tham 30-4-1975 cham dut sw hién hiru cia VNCH. BTVH cua PHVH da bj
chét non, chwa dao tao dwoc mot vi Clr Nhan Thw Vién Hoc nao cho VNCH.

Lap Lai Sw Nghiép Tai Hai Ngoai
Di Hoc Lai D& Cap Nhat Kién Thirc

Thang 9-1981, t6i mang gia dinh r&i khéi Viét Nam di dinh cuw tai Canada do sy
bao lanh ctia Anh Tw t6i. Trong théi gian may thang dau, chwa tim dwoc viéc lam ding
nghé chuyén moén thw vién, téi phai lam moét cong viéc lao dong ban dém tai mét kho
hang & Montréal, tir 4 gi& chiéu cho dén 12 gi® khuya.

M6t budi sang t6i nhan dwoc dién thoai cia An Sw Pauline A.Cochrane tvr My
goi sang tham. Sau khi chiic mirng t6i da trd lai dwoc Bac My, Ba dé nghi toi di hoc lai
vi nghé thw vién da co nhiéu bwdc phat trién mai, nhirt 1a viéc cdng tac bién muc da
dwoc ty dong hdéa. Tai tra I1&i Ba la toi rat mudn di hoc lai nhung chwa co kha nang tai
chanh vi hién dang lam mét cdng viéc lao déng véi lwong tdi thiéu chi cé 4,25 d6 la mot
gi0. Ba bao t6i khoi lo chuyén do, sang mai ctr dén Trwdng Thw Vién Hoc cta Dai Hoc
McGill, vao gap Gido Sw Khoa Trudng, 6ng 4y sé sap xép moi viéc cho tdi. Sang hém
sau, t6i dén van phong Trwong Thw Vién Hoc cua Dai Hoc McGill, va dwoc cb thw ky
dwa vao gap Ong Khoa Trwéng. Ong 4y sap xép cho tdi vao hoc Gido Trinh Bién Muc
Tw Ddng Héa, mbi tudn hoc 2 budi trwwa, vao Thir Hai va Thir Tw, ttr 1:00 t&i 2:30, do
Gido Sw John Leidi phu trach. Ngay tai budi hoc dau tién, Gido Sw Leidi da di xuéng
tan ban tdi ngdi, bat tay t6i va goi t6i 1a “Sw Huynh” (nguyén véan tiéng Anh la “Big
Brother”). Thi ra Gido Sw Leidi ciing tét nghiép Trwdng Thw Vién Hoc cia Pai Hoc
Syracuse nhw t6i nhung sau t6i kha nhiéu nam, va ciing la méot dé tr cia An Sw
Pauline A. Cochrane. Thi ra moi viéc déu |a do An Sw Cochrane da sap xép ca, ngay
ca viéc doéng hoc phi cho t4i.

Trong thoi gian nay, téi da phai c6 gang tdi da dé cé thé lam dwoc hai cong viéc
nang nhoc cung mét lac: 1) Ban ngay thi theo hoc mét gido trinh chuyén mén vé Thuw
Vién Hoc & cép Cao hoc; va 2) Ban dém thi lam mét cdng viéc lao déng tay chan ndng
nhoc trong moét kho hang.

Tim Dwoc Viéc Lam Chuyén Mén Thw Vién Dau Tién



Sau khodng gan 3 thang, mot budi trwa Ngay Th Hai, téi vao Trwong McGill
s&m va tim doc cac mau tin vé tim viéc lam trén Ban Théng Tin (Bulletin Board) cla
Trwdng, va thdy cé mdt mau tin nhd cat tr t& nhut bao The Globe and Mail vé mot
céng viéc hop déng (contract job) tai Ottawa, thi d& cia Canada. Céng viéc lam la
chuyén dbi cac thé thw muc danh may (typed catalog cards) trén thé thu muc khd 3 x 5
cm cla bd swu tap tap chi (gbm khoang 30.000 nhan dé) cia Thw Vién Trung Uong
cua B6 Canh Nong sang dang ky luc thw tich dién tir (electronic bibliographic records),
st dung phan mém UTLAS cuta Pai Hoc Toronto (UTLAS = University of Toronto Library
Automation System). Céng viéc chuyén mdén nay, trong nganh thw vién, dwoc goi la
Serials Conversion Project. Téi g&i don ngay cho cdng ty Sharon Professional Services
(SPS), 1a mét cong ty tim viéc lam chuy@én mén da dang mau tin d6. Hai hém sau toi
nhan dwoc dién thoai cia Ba Renée Staples, Trwdng Phong Nhan Vién clia SPS, moi
t6i Ién Ottawa dé& dwoc phdng van. Sang hém sau t6i |4y chuyén xe buyt Greyhound
lac 9 gid va I1én dén Ottawa Iic 11 gior. Ba Staples da chd sdn & bén xe buyt va dwa t6i
vé tru s& ctia SPS. Sau khi ubng ca phé, Ba Staples dwa tdi sang B6 Canh néng, vao
gdp Ba Joyce MacKintosh, Phé Giam Bbc Thw Vién Trung Uong clia Bé Canh Néng
Canada (Assistant Director, Central Library, Agriculture Canada). Sau khi hoi t6i vai cau
cho c6 1&, Ba MacKintosh tuyén bd nhan t6i. That 1a mot may man rat Ién va hoan toan
bat ngd vi tai thoi diém d6 t6i hoan toan chwa c6 mét kinh nghiém lam viéc nao vé
nganh thw vién tai Canada ca. Tr& lai van phong SPS, Ba Staples cho t6i ky hop
ddng. Luc d6 t6i mdi biét that diy du chi tiét vé dw an nay: coéng viéc sé dwoc thuc
hién b&i mot toan 3 ngudi gdbm: 1 Senior Librarian 1a Trwéng Toan, 1 Junior Librarian
m&i ra trwedng, va 1 Library Technician; to6i sé la Trwdng Toan véi lwong la 21.000 d6 la
mot ndm. Hop ddng nay sé& kéo dai dung 1 nadm, tlr ngay 1-4-1982 cho dén ngay
31-3-1983, dung theo tai khéa 1982-1983 ctia Chinh Phu Lién Bang Canada.

Trén chuyén xe buyt tr& vé& Montréal, t6i cam t& bao Times doc cho qua thi gi®,
nhwng tha that, t6i hoan toan khdng hiéu gi hét vé bai bao, vi luc d6 téi vui mirng quéa
ddi, hén t6i bay bdng tan noi dau. Cac ban c tinh xem: t¢r mirc lwong tbi thiéu 4,25
mot gior, néu tinh theo tiéu chuan lam viéc 40 gi®» 1 tuan va 50 tuan 1 nam, tirc [a 2.000
gi®, thi lwong ndm cla t6i luc do la 8.500 dé la mét nam; nay bdng nhién mdc lwong
nam tang thanh 21.000, ttc la tang 1&n gap hon hai lan, vao khoang trén 240%, thi bdo
sao t6i khdng vui mirng cho dwgc. V& dén nha, tdi vao ngay phong thd Phat va lay
Phat, cdm ta On Trén da ban cho cai may méan qua strc 16n lao nay.

Sau nay, khi moi viéc da qua, i nhin lai va thay rd cac yéu to sau day da két
hop mét cach hét sirc tuyét vori dé ciu thanh cai may mén I6n do:

e Ba Renée Staples, vi lap gia dinh voi 6ng Charles Staples, mot nguoi
Canada, nén Ba da theo choéng sang Canada sinh song, nhwng nguyén goc
Ba la mdt ngwdi MY sinh ra va 1&n 18n tai Thanh phd Syracuse, va chinh ban
than Ba ciing tét nghiép Pai Hoc Syracuse; khi doc hd so thay t6i ciing tét
nghiép Dai Hoc Syracuse thi tw nhién Ba c6 cdm tinh va chon t6i dé phdng
van

e Ba Joyce MacKintosh thi lai 1a mét ngwoi rat ngwdng mé Gido Sw Pauline A,
Cochrane tr lau; nay doc hd so thdy Gido Sw Cochrane viét vé t6i nhuw sau
trong birc Thw Gidi Thiéu (Letter of Reference, xem trong phan Phu Dinh)



“He was, without doubt, one of the top ten or twenty students | have had
in twenty-five years of teaching.” (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau:
“Khéng nghi ng® gi hét, anh &y da tirng la mét trong mwoi hay hai muoi sinh
vién gidi nhrt cla tbi trong hai mwoi lam nam téi day hoc.”

nén Ba da co an twong rat tét vé toi trwdc khi gdp t6i nén khi phéng van Ba
chi hdi vai cau cho c6 1é ma thai.
Trong May C6 Rui, Trong Rui Cé May

Khi nhan cong viéc lam nay, t6i dwoc biét day la mot dw an ma Bd Canh Néng da
lén ké hoach thuc hién trong 5 ndm (1980-1985), mdi nam chuyén ddi 6.000 thé thw
muc cho bd swu tap tap chi 30.000 nhan dé cta Thw Vién. Day la ndm th& ba cla dw
an, va, nhw vay, cé nghia 1a c6 kha nang, sau ngay 31-3-1983, con c6 thé ky hop dong
thém 2 |1an niva cho 2 tai khoa ké tiép l1a 1983-1984 va 1984-1985.

Nhuwng ding nhw Ong Ba minh thuwéng day con chau la “é doi khé ma biét
trwéc chuyén twong lai.” Sau khi lam viéc dwoc khoang 6 thang, mét hdm Ba
MacKintosh goi tdi vao phong Ba néi chuyén. Ba cho tdi biét la B& Canh Néng d3 bj cat
ngan sach va bét budc phai chAm dit dw an nay vao cudi tai khéa 1982-1983. Ba cho
t6i hay trwéc dé t6i cé thi gid rong rai lo tim coéng viéc khac. T6i cam on Ba da c6 long
tét bao cho tdi biét sém nhw vay va chuan bi ra ngoai thi dot nhién Ba hdi t6i mot cau
nhw sau: “Thé a, téi nhé lic doc CV cua Anh thi thay Anh ghi la da tirng lam gido
sw vé nganh thw vién hoc tai Viét Nam, Anh c6 muén di day hoc & day khéng?”
Mirng qua, toi tra I Ba ngay la t6i rAt mudn cé dwoc co hoi di day hoc tré lai. Thé la
Ba goi dién thoai ngay cho Ba Jean Painter luc d6 la Trwédng Ban, Chwong Trinh Dao
Tao Nhan Vién Thw Vién Trung Cép cla Trwdng Pai Hoc Cong Bdng Algonquin tai
Ottawa (Manager, Library Technician Program, Algonquin Community College). Ba
Painter moi t6i sang Trwdng gap Ba, va sau d6 nhan t6i vao Ban Gidng Huén, phu
trach bé6 mén Bién Muc M6 Ta (Descriptive Cataloging). Nhd sw gioi thiéu ddy nhiét
tinh cia Ba Joyce MacKintosh v&i Ba Jean Painter ma t6i da c6 dwoc thém cai may
man 14 tr& lai nghé day hoc vé nganh thw vién, va, trén thuc té, to6i da gidng day tai
Algonquin College trong hai nién khoa 1982-1983 va 1983-1984 (nhwng day chi la mot
céng viéc ban thoi gian — part-time job — mdi hoc ky mua thu -- Fall Semester — chi day
1 dém 3 gi® dong ho).

CCOHS: Bé Phéng Trong Viéc Xay Dwng Lai Sw Nghiép

Mac du da dwoc Ba MacKintosh bao trwéc sém 6 thang, téi van khong tim duwoc
viéc lam thwong tryc va toan thi gian (Full-time job) nao khac. Sau ngay 31-3-1983,
t6i danh phai ndp don xin hwdng tro cap that nghiép mét thoi gian. Trong thoi gian
khoang hon mot ndm sau do, téi chi tim dwoc toan la nhirtng cong viéc lam hop dong
ngan han.

Thang 7-1984, mot hém doc bao The Globe and Mail toi thdy dang mot mau
thong bao kha dai cua mét co quan co6 tén la Canadian Centre for Occupational
Health and Safety (thwong dwoc viét tit A CCOHS; tén tiéng Phap cltia co quan la
Centre canadien d’hygiéne et de sécurité au travail, viét tat |a CCHST; day la trung tam
quéc gia ctia Canada phu trach théng tin vé An Toan Lao Dong) cho biét 1a ho dang
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tuyén 5 nhan vién cing mét ltc, mét trudng hop kha hiém, d&c biét 1a trong d6 cé dén 4
nhan vién vé nganh Bién Muc (Cataloging), gém 1 Chirc vu Trwédng Ban, Thw Muc Truc
Tuyén (Manager, Online Catalogue), va 3 Bién Muc Vién, 1 Inventory Cataloguer, 1
Canadiana Cataloguer, va 1 Subject Cataloguer. Day qua that la mot co hoi qua tét ma
t6i da trong che tlr bao 1au nay. T6i quyét dinh ndp don xin viéc ngay, va, tw xét minh
chi 1a mot ngwdi di dan, chwa cé quéc tich Canada, va méi sébng & Canada chwa dwoc
t&i 3 nam, trong don ti ndi rd chi xin (ng tuyén cai cdng viéc thap nhit 1a Inventory
Cataloguer ma thoi.

OMLINE CATALOCAIE, a2 %y o m ooy armsd. o 0
mnﬁummmm“mmﬂ
2 pertartatedd MYAPQATEnl BOEITE DS CTeAte  fRe DN SR80 e
BONCOrIDNE SN2 S iieg SOl NN TRl an0 Cent CIDCN
St T B e AT BDy 23 Work 1 Ded® MDD 33«33 11 ar et

BT reEs DR PSSR E 2 W) Ot U WD W-ﬁ.ﬂ 2irwrten the

gy “ﬂ gl : El'lﬂﬁ'i-.tﬂ'"ll't MES 3 =d
B allige 3 L -

l!-l'ﬂtnﬂ"l-'ﬂll rr‘mn:mum“ucuﬂw g ]

ol FoEReel @Al (CATTC RS oF CUTH o TR T OErY TN R asien e
Al 1D orE w000 DIRCLE LGRaEgen R 5T St

Lt 4 o al o ina tid ] E e T T T R el
vy ) Cavietdan e of i cemeat ion [ - LR, Rede L Ba-_ ] p

CAMNADIAMA CA - Hlidnmmmlﬂ:a
g [0 W [T g tirite g CFMOga T CF (nssdge oF Nam mEttooy
e Il et L RSl = -] o 1 e g LR W01 W) OF T TR
reacLtTEn B8 e ey LD T TR T L L
L AT R ] 1 rEROe (wasaey pan poturacty for Dl e
mﬁmut PO Wy T S TR L S et TR

b’ MHWEH Crorvr a0 B D CEAS et a3 8
@ AT Ifa Te o OTvpgde e A T

11
Saary far BDOPe FOAr DOVERDSS N 180 36 - 16 AT (0 ser arvrat

& oiaars @ PR caagE o P I T B ST D e Y T e W S e
Eﬂr s p OF Cara ke P (0 FEa e g E e wE
By P ok B B BEH 15 e S Rl s Law 15 P 0 1 st e el 0 e D00 ETy [ S0

i S e T



To6i dwoc moi den Thanh phé Hamilton, tinh bang Ontario, noi CCOHS dét tru
s&, dé dwoc phdng van vao ngay Thir Tuw, 15 8-1984, va, mot tuan 18 sau, ngay Thir
Nam, 23-8-1984, Tién ST Gordon Atherley, President cia CCOHS, g&i van thw chinh
thirc nhan t6i, va cho biét la lwong ndm khéi sy cla t6i sé& 1a $27.491 d6 la.
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Online Catalogue do. M6t budi sang, t6i dang lam viéc trong phong, Ba Marllyn Moore,
Giam Dbc, Documentation Services, vao phong téi va héi téi tai sao khéng ndp don &ng
tuyén. T6i thanh that tra |i la toi nght Ia t6i khong c6 da diéu kién dé (rng tuyén, thi Ba
ndi ngay la Ba nght 1a t6i c6 day du diéu kién va khuyén tdi c» ndp don di. Lan nay, véi
viéc dich than ra mat khuyén khich cta chinh Ba Giam Déc, t6i da hang hai nép don
tham gia vao cubc tuyén lwa nhan sy cho chirc vu Manager, Online Catalogue. Toi
duwoc phdng van vao ngay Th&r Hai, 10-6-1985, va ngay 14-6-1985 t6i nhan dwoc van
thw chinh thirc ctia Tién ST Gordon Atherley thong bao da nhan téi lam Manager, Online
Catalogue, v&i lwong nam khai sy 1a $31.977 d6 la:
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Van thw chinh thirc cia CCOHS nhan t6i lam Manager, Online Catalogue

Nam 1985 danh dadu mét chan duong hét sire quan trong trong cudc ddi ctia mot
ngudi di dan nhw téi voi nhirng thanh twu dang mirng nhw sau:

e Ngay 14-5-1985: chinh thirc tré thanh Cong Dan Canada

e Ngay 14-6-1985: chinh thirc dam nhan ch&c vu Manager, Online
Catalogue, tréd thanh moét cap chi huy tai CCOHS, mét co quan lién
bang ciia Chinh Phu Canada

Téi da lam viéc cho CCOHS trong gan 9 nam, tir ngay 23-8-1984 cho dén ngay
30-9-1992 va da trai qua cac chirc vu chi huy nhw sau:

e Manager, Online Catalogue, 1985-1986
e Manager, Department of Database Development, 1986-1990

e Manager, Department of Database and Information Resource
Development, 1990-1992

Mot hém, sau khi da gilr chire vu Manager, Online Catalogue dwoc vai thang, Ba
Wendy Moriarty (vé sau Ba lap gia dinh v&i Gido Sw John Newman nén dbi tén thanh
Wendy Newman), Phé Giam Ddc méi lén gitr chirc Giam Dbc thay cho Ba Marilyn
Moore da nghi viéc dé cé thi gio dich than quan ly van phong luat sw cia chdng Ba,
moi t6i vao phong Ba noi chuyén. Ba cho téi biét 1a v&i chirc vu méi nay Ba qua ban
khéng thé tiép tuc giang day bé mén Bién Muc Mé Ta cho Chwong Trinh Dao Tao Nhan
Vién Thw Vién Trung Cép cua Truwéng Dai Hoc Cong Béng Mohawk (Library Technician
Program, Mohawk Community College) tai Hamilton nira va ngd y mudn téi thay thé Ba.
Téi rat vui mirng va ddng y ngay. Ba lién goi dién thoai cho Ba Lois Wall, Trwdng Ban
ctia Chuwong Trinh. Ba Lois Wall déng y ngay vi mét sb ly do nhw sau:
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e Ba Wendy Moriarty dang la mét khuén mat I&n trong nganh thw vién
clia Canada, vé sau la Chu Tich H6i Thuw Vién Canada vao nam 2002

e Toi dang gilr chirc vu Manager, Online Catalogue cho CCOHS

e TGi da tiwng cd kinh nghiém giang day bo mén Bién Myc M6 Ta tai
Trwdng Algonquin may nam qua

Sau dé téi da giang day lién tuc bé mén Bién Muc M6 ta cho Trwdng Mohawk
trong hon 10 ndm (1985-1996) cho dén khi t6i r&i Hamilton di nhan nhiém vy méi 1a
Trwédng Ban Bién Muc cua Thw Vién Trwong Dai Hoc Saskatchewan (Head,
Cataloguing Department, University of Saskatchewan Library) tai Thanh phd
Saskatoon, trong Vung Pai Binh Nguyén cua Canada (Canadian Grand Prairie) vao
thang 9-1997.

Trai Nghiém “Chinh Tri Pang Phai Ban Thiu”

Tw sau nam 1986, sau khi chuyén sang lam vé Co S& Dir Liéu (database) do
Ban Phat Trién Co S& Dir Liéu (Department of Database Development) ma t6i lam
Trwdng Ban (Manager), CCOHS da san xuat dwoc cac dia dién tr CD-ROM goi la
CClnfodisc ban ra khép thé gi¢i (vao khodng ndm 1990 da c6 dén 44 nuwéc trén thé gidi
mua), thu vé mbi nam hang triéu dé la.

CCOHS duoc thanh lap vao nam 1978 do dao luat The Canadian Centre for
Occupational Health and Safety Act dwoc Qubc Hoi Canada théng qua va Chinh Phu
Canada luc d6 la cia DPang Tw Do (Liberal Party) do Thu Twéng Pierre E. Trudeau
(Trudean cha; hién nay, nam 2024, Tha Twédng Canada la Justin Trudeau la Trudeau
con) lanh dao. Tai thoi diém nay, cudi thap nién 1980 va dau thap nién 1990, Chinh
Phi Canada duwong nhiém da vé tay dang déi 1ap 1a Dang Bao Tha (Conservative
Party). CCOHS da tré thanh mot cai gai trong con méat clia Pang Bao Tha, va ho tim
moi cach pha hoai CCOHS. LAy ly do CCOHS nay da c6 kha nang kiém duwoc tién,
DPang Bao Thu ra Iénh cho CCOHS trong 3 ndm phai tién t&i tw tic, va ngay trudc mat
ho cét lién 50% ngan sach clia CCOHS. Doéng th&i, Dang Bao Tha con thi hanh thém
mot tha doan chinh tri v cung ban thiu va vé trach nhlem Ho cach chirc ngay Tién ST
Gordon Atherley, President cia CCOHS, mét chuyén gia vé An Toan Lao Ddng ndi
tiéng va duoc ca thé gidi ngudng md. Va, dé tranh khéi bi Tién ST Atherley kién ho ra
tda véi ly do “Wrongful Dismissal” (Cho Nghi Viéc V& C&) ma chic chan ho sé bj
thua, ho da tré cho Tién ST Atherley ludn lwong 3 nam con lai, vi luc d6 Tién ST Atherley
dang lam viéc & nam th( hai ctia nhiém ky 5 nam lan thi nhi. Dé thay thé cho Tién Si
Atherley, Pang B&o Thi con trang tron lam thém mét chuyén hét strc vo trach nhiém,
ngoai strc twdng twong clia moi ngwdi trong nganh An Toan Lao Béng. Ho cu ong
Arthur St-Aubin, mét Trung Twdng (twong ba sao) cia Luc Quan Canada da vé huu,
hoan toan khéng co Chuyen mén vé nganh An Toan Lao Bdng ma ciing chang cé kinh
nghiém gi hét vé quan ly kinh té - tai chanh. Khéng ré dng St-Aubin c6 nhan mat 1énh
gi tv Chinh Phu ctia Pang Bdo Tha hay khéng, nhwng 6ng da pha tan nat bé may diéu
hanh ctia CCOHS ngay lap tirc khi dng dén nham chirc. Hanh déng theo kiéu nha binh,
6ng ra lénh cho 4 vi Giam Déc (Directors, dirng dau 4 Services cia CCOHS la
Administrative Services, Documentation Services, Information Services, va Research
Services) phai lam moi cach méi ngudi kiém 3 triéu d6 la cho ngan sach 12 triéu dé la
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ctia CCOHS). Di nhién, ai ciing thay rd, dé chi la cach ép cac vi Directors phai xin tir
chire (ndi theo tiéng Anh 1a “showing the door”) va r&i khéi co quan ma théi. Va 6ng ta
da dwoc thda man hoan toan: tat ca 4 vi Giam Dbc déu t&r chirc. Ké tiép thi 6ng lam
thit bon Trwdng Ban (Managers) ching téi (méi Services c6 4 Department véi mot
Manager dirng dau, tdng cong co tat ca 16 Manager). Clr mdi tuan éng cho nghi viéc 3
hay 4 Trwédng Ban. Ti bi cho nghi viéc vao ngay 30-9-1992 cung ngay v&i 3 vi Trwdng
Ban Khac. “Téi roi khéi CCOHS va Iong buén vé cung vi téi nghi rang minh da bj
déi xtr rat bat céng, minh da la nan nhan ctda mét don phép chinh tri dang phadi,
va, trén hét, tat ca moi viéc xdy ra hoan toan di ngwoc lai nhirng gia tri nhan ban
clia dat nwéc Canada va ban chat lwong thién va dén hadu cua nguwdi dan
Canada.” Pl

Trai Nghiém “Tai Ong That Ma”

T khi vé lam viéc cho CCOHS, nhrt Ia tr khi da dwoc bd nhiém vao chirec vu
Manager, Online Catalogue, tdi that sy vui mirng vi da c6 dwoc viéc lam tét, virng chac,
lwong cao, va voi that nhiéu phuc loi (benefits) gibng nhw cac cdng chirc ctia Chinh
Phua Lién Bang Canada. Téi nghi va tin rang tdi sé lam viéc cho CCOHS cho dén ngay
vé hwu. Nam 1988 téi cling da mua nha tai Hamilton.

Pung mét cai, téi bi roi vao mét hoan canh hét sirc bi dat: khéng cé viéc lam,
khéng cé loi tlre, nha thi méi mua duwoc c6 4 ndm, no ngan hang con rat nhiéu, va
tredc mat [a mot twong lai that den tdi vi toi d& trén 50 tudi, khong dé gi tim duoc viéc
lam t6t va én dinh.

Sau do, tir thang 9-1992 cho dén thang 9-1997, t6i da phai trdi qua 5 nam troi
lan dan, phai lam da tht cac cong viéc hop dong, khi thi 1 nam, khi thi 6 thang, hay 3-4
thang, tham chi c6 ca mét 1an chi lam c6 dung 1 thang, cho dén khi tdi nhan dwoc cdng
viéc thwdng triee, va toan thoi gian tai Trwedng Dai Hoc Saskatchewan nhw da trinh bay
bén trén.

Bay gi®, ndm 2024, & tudi 83 nay, nhin lai khodng thoi gian 1992-1997 do, toi
m&i thay rd do 1a mot trai nghiém “Tai Ong That Ma” cta chinh ban than téi. Thatla rd
rang néu tdi khéng bi mat viéc lam qua tét tai CCOHS thi t6i dau c6 chiu khé bé ngay
gi® di tim viéc lam khac dé cudi cung dwoc cong viéc lam con tét hon nhiéu tai Dai Hoc
Saskatchewan, ma t6i da lam cho dén ngay vé hwu, va cling nhd cdng viéc nay ma toi

Mr. Vinh-The Lam
585 Britannia Avenue
Hamilton, Ontario
L8H 2A3

Dear Mr. Lam:

As part of the implementation of the new guidelines for Librarian Emeritus/Emerita, | am writing
to inform you that the guidelines now apply retroactively to all permanent status/tenured
Librarian IV's who have retired since 2000. The Board of Governors approved the new
guidelines at its June 23, 2006 meeting. You have now received the honourary title of Librarian

Emeritus.

Sincerely yours,



THAY LOI KET

Xuét than 1a mét Gido Sw Trung Hoc Bé Nhj Cép, do mét tinh c& may man, toi
tr& thanh moét Quan Tha Thw Vién. Mot may man khac giup t6i nhan dwoc mét hoc
bdng di du hoc Hoa ky va tét nghiép v&i van bang Cao Hoc vé Thw Vién Hoc. Trong
thdi gian ngan ngui hai nam (1973-175), t6i lai may man quy tu dwoc mét sé ban déng
nghiép vira nhiét tinh vira c6 chuyén nghiép cao, giup t6i hoan thanh dwgc mét vai
cong tac cé y nghia trong viéc phat trién nganh thw vién cho Viét Nam Coéng Hoa. Sau
nam 1981, & hai ngoai, tdi tiép tuc dwoc nhiéu may mén dé 1am lai cudc doi va sw
nghiép. Toi thanh tdm cadm ta O'n Trén da ban cho téi duyén lanh rat Ién trong nghé thw
vién ma téi da chon.

GHI CHU:

1. _Lam Vinh-Thé. Mét nga ré bat nge va may man, tai liéu tric tuyén, cé thé doc toan van tai dia
chi Internet sau day: https://

2. _Anh Nguyén Ung Long, tét nghiép Khoéa 1, Ban Anh Van, Dai Hoc Sw Pham Sai Gon, sau dé
dwoc hoc bdng di du hoc Hoa Ky trong hai nam tai Trwdng Peabody College, thudc Vién Pai Hoc
Vanderbilt, thanh phé Nashville, tiéu bang Tennessee, va tét nghiép véi bang Cao Hoc vé Thw
Vién Hoc (Master of Library Science = MLS). Vé sau, khi Nha Van Khé va Thw Vién Quéc Gia bi
tach ra lam hai phan la Nha Van Khé, va Thu Vién Quéc Gia, anh Long chi con lam Giam Dbc
Nha V&n Kh théi, va anh gilr chirc vu nay cho dén ngay 30-4-1975. Khi tdi thanh lap Ban Thuw
Vién Hoc tai Phan Khoa Van Hoc va Khoa Hoc Nhan Van cla Vién Pai Hoc Van Hanh thi t6i da
m&i anh Long phu trach cac gido trinh Anh Van | va Anh Van Il cho Ban. Tinh ban gilra anh
Long va téi kéo dai mai cho dén khi anh man phan vao cubi thang 9-2018 tai Paris, Phap.
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https://petruskyaus.net/mot-nga-re-bat-ngo-va-may-man-lam-vinh-the/

3. Lam Vinh-Thé.

Hinh Anh Long va t6i chup tai nha Anh Long, Paris, Phap, Hé 2009

Westminster, Calif.: Nha xuat ban Nhan Anh, 2021, tr. 122.

PHU DINH

\ SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF INFORMATION STUDIES

113 EUCLID AVEMUE | SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13210
315/423-2611

LAM VINH-THE
GENERAL LETTER OF REFERENCE

from Professor Pauline (Atherton) Cochrane

Lam Vinh The graduated from this school just prior to the
Americans departure from Vietnam, He returned to his country
after successfully completing his Master's Degree and served his
country as a professional librarian and as the first President of
the Vietnamese Library Association. He also tried to translate
several important library education texts into Vietnamese because
he wanted to try to develop a truly professional library education

in Vietnam. Due to intermational difficulties T lost track of
him for the past six years, even though 1 made several attempts to
do -- considering the effort well spent as | wanted to comtinue to

work with him as a colleague, having enjoyed our association as
teacher and student so much. He was, without doubt, one of the

top ten or twenty students I have had in twenty-five years of teaching.
He brought to his studies an earnestness and thoroughness which is
unusual. He grasped American ways very guickly, understood the
intricacies of LCSH better than most, and mastered AACR as well.

He is quite personable, having been a teacher before receiving his
library education. He was sponscred by somecne at USAID whose

opinion I respected highly. He never let us down. Even now,

BT TN Y 110 e Rt T,

Tron nhiém vu: héi ky cua mét quan tha thw vién Canada géc Viét.
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