QMAK — Question More Action Knowledge - Bluey Guides, Grade 6

BLUEY EPISODE GUIDE

Double Babysitter

Grade 6 - Age 11

Episode Name Double Babysitter

Season & Episode Season 2, Episode 39
Age Group Grade 6 (Age 11)

Key Concept Winning a game against someone is a much smaller thing than actually being with them —
and the strategy mindset can blind you to the connection that’s right there

ABOUT THIS EPISODE

Bluey and Bingo have two babysitters. The kids immediately recognise this as an opportunity: two adults means divided
attention, potential conflicting responses, and gaps to exploit. They set about outwitting the babysitters with
considerable strategic energy — playing one against the other, testing boundaries, running a sophisticated operation to
stay up later, eat more, and generally bend the situation to their advantage.

The chaos escalates in the way it always does when you're more focused on the strategy than on the people. And
eventually, somewhere in the middle of all the scheming, something shifts. The game of outwitting is less interesting
than just being with these people. The episode ends not with victory or defeat but with genuine connection — which
turns out to be what the kids actually wanted all along.

WHY IT MATTERS (FOR PARENTS)

By eleven, your child is socially sophisticated enough to play the long game — to read people, identify leverage, and run
strategies in social situations. These are real and useful skills. They’re also skills that can be turned toward manipulation
when a child hasn’t yet developed the self-awareness to notice what they’re doing or the wisdom to question whether
winning is actually the goal.

This episode doesn’t lecture about manipulation. It simply shows the natural trajectory: the strategy mindset is engaging
up to a point, and then it's exhausting, and then it's hollow, because you’ve been so focused on the game that you
missed the actual people in front of you. For an eleven-year-old navigating complex peer dynamics where social
manoeuvring is increasingly common, this is a quietly important episode. The skills are neutral. The question is what
you use them for.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (FOR YOUR CHILD)

Bluey and Bingo were really focused on outwitting the babysitters. Do you think they were actually having
fun doing that, or were they just caught up in the strategy? When did that change?

Have you ever been in a situation where you were so focused on winning or getting the upper hand that you
missed actually enjoying yourself? What happened?

Is there a difference between being strategic and being manipulative? Where’s the line between them?

Why do you think connection — just genuinely being with someone — turned out to be more satisfying than
winning the game?

gmak.com - Page 1



QMAK — Question More Action Knowledge - Bluey Guides, Grade 6

AFTER THE EPISODE — ACTIVITIES & EXTENSIONS

Try one of these to keep the learning going:

« Ask question one and trace the moment the episode turns. When exactly does the scheming stop being fun?
What changes in Bluey and Bingo at that point? Help your child identify the specific shift — it's subtle but it's
there, and recognising it is the whole lesson.

* Ask question three and develop the distinction carefully. Strategy means thinking ahead and planning your
moves. Manipulation means doing that while treating the other person as a piece on a board rather than a
person. Ask: what makes the difference? Intent? Transparency? Whether you’d be comfortable if the other person
could see exactly what you're doing?

» Ask question two honestly. This is a moment for your child to reflect on a recent situation where they were more
focused on the outcome than the experience. What did they miss? What did the other person probably feel? No
accusation — genuine curiosity.

+ Talk about a situation where you, as an adult, got caught in the strategy mindset and lost sight of the connection.
It doesn’t have to be dramatic — even a negotiation, or a difficult conversation where you were too focused on
your own position. Let your child see that this is a recurring human challenge, not a childhood problem.

Tip for parents: The social sophistication your child is developing right now is real and valuable. They can read situations, anticipate
reactions, and position themselves strategically. The question worth asking together — not accusatorially, but as genuine inquiry — is:
what are you using these skills for? The same ability that can be used to outwit a babysitter can be used to understand a friend,
navigate a difficult situation with grace, or make someone feel genuinely seen. The skills are the same. The direction is a choice.
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