Moshe's First Beracha - *TI179 nw1o - nyn Dnx 2

YN DNR TAWY 2 'N DIX WK ANK 1YY NN NINTAN 72 DK NYn XY (an)

# | Blessing Occasion Date (Hebrew | Hebrew Torah Reference Notes
Calendar) Year
1 _ Completion of_ o5th of Kislev 2449 Exodus 39:43 Moses sa\{\'/ the completef'j work
Mishkan construction and "blessed them.
Inauguration of the Moses and Aaron blessed the
2 gur 1st of Nissan 2449 Leviticus 9:22-23 people after offerings were
Mishkan
brought.
Before Moses’s Deuteronom Moses blessed each of the
3 death (tribal 7th of Adar 2488 ] y tribes in a farewell speech
. 33:1 .
blessings) before his death.
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Moshe's Beracha Matching Game

Instructions: Match the parshan in Column A with the lettered explanation in Column B.

Column A: Opinion

Column B: Reason for the Beracha

Source
1. Rashi A. Moshe saw that every detail was done with wisdom and care—none of
the work was wrong or forgotten.
2. Rav Hirsch B. A leader should bless the people to encourage them to continue doing

Hashem’s will with energy.

3. Tosefta (quoted)

C. He blessed them that just like the Mishkan had the Shechinah rest on it,
the same should happen to the future Beit HaMikdash.

4. Abarbanel

D. The blessing acknowledged their merit in rebuilding their spiritual status
after the sin of the Golden Calf.

5. Rabbi Reggio

E. Moshe prayed for God's presence to rest on the work of their hands.

6. Ralbag F. It was a blessing that recognized the moral greatness of a free people
choosing to serve Hashem with joy and dedication.
7. Netziv G. The blessing was so the Shechinah would dwell among them—it was

fitting after their efforts.

1. What was the occasion of Moses' first recorded blessing in the Torah?

a) The inauguration of the Mishkan
b) The completion of the Mishkan's construction

c) Before Moses' death

d) After receiving the Ten Commandments

2. According to the Or HaChaim commentary, why does the Torah specifically mention that "Moses

blessed them"?

a) To emphasize Moses' humility

b) To highlight the importance of the blessing
c) To contrast with Aaron's blessing

d) To fulfill a divine commandment
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3. Which psalm do the rabbis associate with the content of Moses' blessing upon completion of the
Mishkan?

a) Psalm 23
b) Psalm 90
c) Psalm 118
d) Psalm 150

4. According to Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, what quality does Moses' blessing emphasize about
the Israelites' work on the Mishkan?

a) Their artistic skill

b) Their financial generosity

c¢) Their moral perfection through joyful obedience
d) Their leadership abilities

5. The Netziv's commentary suggests that Moses' blessing was:

a) A prayer for divine protection

b) An affirmation of the people's worthiness for the divine presence
c) A prediction of future success in battle

d) A transfer of spiritual authority to Joshua

Short Answer Questions

1. Compare and contrast the three occasions when Moses gave blessings as described in the text. How do the
timing and circumstances of each blessing differ, and what might this suggest about the significance of
blessings in biblical narratives?

2. Analyze the commentary of Or HaChaim on Exodus 39:43. How does his interpretation expand our
understanding of the importance of Moses' blessing after the completion of the Mishkan?

3. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch connects Moses' blessing to the concept of freedom through obedience to
God's will. Critically evaluate this paradoxical idea in the context of the Mishkan's construction and its broader
implications for Jewish thought.

4. The Netziv suggests that Moses' blessing was an affirmation of the Israelites' worthiness for the Divine
Presence to dwell among them. How does this interpretation relate to the overall purpose of the Mishkan, and
what theological implications does it carry?

5. Several commentators draw parallels between the construction of the Mishkan and the creation of the world.
Examine the textual and thematic connections between these two events, and discuss how this comparison
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