
​ Describe a time you felt so passionate for something, so you never gave up. Martha was a very 

smart student and tried her hardest in everything. She was working for a scholarship jacket, but it was 

taken away. Martha stood her ground despite the difficulty, and she eventually earned the jacket. The 

author supports the theme of perseverance because she kept going when the principal and her 

grandfather said no and rejected her. 

​ The principal called Martha to the office and told her the scholarship jacket wasn’t hers, but 

she still chose not to give up. The principal did this because he thought someone from a richer family 

should have it because it would be better for the school. However, Martha knew she had earned the 

jacket, so she was determined to get it back despite the hardships. Eventually, she rightfully earned 

the jacket back because of the determination she had. The text states, ‘“If I had to pay for it, then it 

wouldn’t be a scholarship jacket.’ ‘Okay, we’ll make an exception in your case.’” The text shows that 

Martha stood her ground on what she believed was right because she was determined to earn the 

jacket rightfully. To summarize, Martha showed determination because she knew right from wrong 

and was determined to earn the jacket back because of it. 

​ When Martha needed to pay a fee for the jacket, she was forced to ask her grandfather knowing 

it would be a challenge, but she was still firm in her opinions and chose not to be stopped. She went 

back home after she had received the news hoping that her grandpa would give her what she needed. 

She pleaded because that jacket was important to her, but he still said no. Even then, she still showed 

perseverance because she kept trying when her grandfather rejected her. Despite the tough times she 

had to go through, she earned her jacket back the right way. The text says, “I waited, desperately 

hoping he’d say I could have the money. I answered quickly; maybe there was a chance.” This text 

evidence shows that she kept going despite the challenges she was faced with. In summary, the theme 

of determination is supported when the author tries to persuade her grandfather knowing he would 

probably reject her.  

​ Martha shows perseverance and determination in many ways throughout the story, but overall 

because of the scholarship jacket. In conclusion, Martha shows perseverance because she kept going 

when her grandfather and principal rejected her. 


