
 
 

UNC Humanitarian Mapathon 
2016-02-25 
Quick Start 

 

Summary 

HOT Task #1544 
Map: buildings and highways 

Changeset Comment, include: 
#UNC_Colorado 

 
1)​ Connect to wifi 
2)​ Sign up for an OpenStreetMap account if you don’t have one: https://www.openstreetmap.org/user/new 
3)​ Select a task (area to edit) 

a)​ Go to: https://tasks.hotosm.org/ 
b)​ Login to OpenStreetMap 

i)​ Click “login to OpenStreetMap” (upper right corner) 
ii)​ Enter username and password, <enter> 

iii)​ Click  
c)​ Search for “1544” (upper left corner of page) 
d)​ Click on title 
e)​ Click on “Instructions” button - read instructions. 
f)​ Click on “Start contributing” at bottom of instructions. 
g)​ Click a square on the map on the right side of the screen (i.e. a “task”) 

h)​ Click on  

i)​ Click on select “iD Editor” (If you are experienced with OSM and prefer to use a 
different editor, that is ok).  

4)​ Edit!  
a)​ General 

i)​ Purple box outlines the task area you have selected - try to edit within. 
ii)​ Left click & drag to move the map 
iii)​ Scroll wheel to zoom in/out 

b)​ To draw a building 

i)​ click on  near the top of the screen 
ii)​ Click on each corner of the building you wish to draw. 
iii)​ Click a second time on the last corner to finish 
iv)​ Upper left of the screen, search for the building category, click on the category (building)

 
v)​ Click on the type of building (generic “building”) 

 
vi)​ To square a building,  

(1)​ click on it to select it 
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(2)​Click 2nd time to bring up context menu:  
(3)​Click on the “square icon” (circled in red in above image). 

 
 
 

c)​ To draw a road 

i)​ Click on  near top of screen 
ii)​ Click along the road 
iii)​ Double click the final point 

iv)​ Left panel, click on  
v)​ Scroll down 

vi)​ Click on  

d)​ Save every few minutes! Click  at the top of the map. 
i)​ In the “Changeset comment” in addition to the text already displayed, add 

#UNC_Colorado. 
e)​ Attempt to map all buildings and highways in the task. 

5)​ Unlock task.  When you have done as much as you can (or at the end of the evening), go back to the 
tasking manager (should still be open in a tab on your browser). 

a)​ Enter a comment, such as “still some things left that 
might be buildings” 

b)​ Click “unlock” if you finished the task (all buildings in the 
area have been drawn, click “Mark task as done”​
 

 
 

 
To hear about future events: http://www.meetup.com/OSM-Colorado/ 
 
For help organizing a mapathon or questions: miketho16@gmail.com 
 
Learning more about mapping in OSM: http://learnosm.org/, http://mapgive.state.gov/learn-to-map/  
 
HOT Mailing List: https://lists.openstreetmap.org/listinfo/hot  
 
 

Take this guide with you and continue mapping on your own! 
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