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e tribune (n.)
late 14c., title of an official in ancient Rome, from Latin tribunus "magistrate”
(specifically one of the officers appointed to protect the rights and interests of the
plebeians from the patricians), originally "head of a tribe," fromtribus (see tribe).
The meaning "raised platform" is 1762, from Italian, from Latin tribunal "platform
for the seats of magistrates in ancient Rome."
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tribe (n.)

mid-13c., "one of the twelve divisions of the ancient Hebrews," from Old French
tribu, from Latin tribus "one of the three political/ethnic divisions of the original
Roman state" (Tites, Ramnes, and Luceres, corresponding, perhaps, to the
Latins, Sabines, and Etruscans), later, one of the 30 political divisions instituted
by Servius Tullius (increased to 35 in 241 B.C.E.), perhaps from tri- "three" +
*bhu-, root of the verb be. Others connect the word with the root of Welsh tref
"town, inhabited place."

In the Biblical sense, which was the original one in English, the Latin word
translates Greek phyle "race or tribe of men, body of men united by ties of blood
and descent, a clan" (see physic). Extension to any ethnic group or race of
people is first recorded 1590s.
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Cic., Sest. 79; Dion. Hal. 7.15.5; Dio 53.17.9

Abott, Frost, "A history and description of Roman political institutions", .4
p.28
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Sulla’s restrictions of the veto: Cic., Leg. 3.22; Caes., BC 1.5; 1.7. On
Sulla’s attempt to restore the ‘original form’ of the tribunate, see my
.remarks in Tria Corda (1983), 116-17
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Cornell, Tim. 1995. The beginnings of Rome: ltaly and Rome from the
Bronze Age to the Punic Wars (c. 1000-264 BC). London; New York:
Routledge
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