
Sample History Day Topics 2027: Innovation in History: Influence, Impact, & Change 

 

United States: Colonial & Revolutionary Periods 

●​ The Printing Press in the Colonies: How the spread of local news innovated political 

thought and influenced the move toward independence. 

●​ Smallpox Inoculation (1721): Cotton Mather and Zabdiel Boylston’s innovation in 

medicine that impacted survival rates during colonial outbreaks. 

●​ Franklin’s Lightning Rod: A scientific innovation that changed how humans viewed 

natural forces and influenced modern safety. 

●​ The Committees of Correspondence: An organizational innovation that allowed colonies 

to communicate instantly, impacting the unity of the revolution. 

●​ The Turtle Submarine: The first combat submarine (1775); an innovation in naval warfare 

that changed how the British viewed harbor security. 

United States: Civil War and Reconstruction 

●​ The Ironclad Ships (Monitor vs. Merrimack): Navies changed overnight as wooden ships 

became obsolete; influenced global maritime design. 

●​ The Field Telegraph: Military innovation that allowed for real-time command, impacting 

the speed of battle decisions. 

●​ The Minnie Ball: An innovation in ammunition that led to higher casualty rates, forcing a 

change in medical practices and tactics. 

●​ The Freedmen’s Bureau: A social innovation in government assistance that impacted 

the transition from slavery to citizenship. 

●​ The Transcontinental Railroad: An engineering innovation that changed the geography 

of the U.S. and influenced western migration. 

United States: Industrial U.S. / Social and Labor Issues 

●​ The Assembly Line (Fordism): Innovated manufacturing by making goods affordable, 

impacting the creation of the middle class. 

●​ The Hull House (Jane Addams): A social innovation in the settlement house movement 

that changed how cities cared for the poor. 

●​ The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Reforms: Innovated safety codes and labor laws, 

impacting worker rights for generations. 

●​ The Pullman Sleeping Car: Innovated travel luxury but sparked labor strikes that 

influenced federal holiday laws (Labor Day). 

●​ The Bessemer Process: An innovation in steel production that allowed for the 

construction of skyscrapers and changed the American skyline. 

United States: U.S. Imperialism and Immigration 

●​ The Panama Canal: An engineering innovation that changed global trade routes and 

influenced U.S. geopolitical power. 

●​ Ellis Island’s Inspection System: An administrative innovation in managing mass 

migration that impacted millions of families. 

●​ The Great White Fleet: Innovation in naval diplomacy that changed how the U.S. 

projected power globally. 



●​ Angel Island Poetry: Innovation in how immigrants preserved culture under duress, 

impacting our understanding of the Asian-American experience. 

●​ The Radio in the Philippines: How communication innovation influenced colonial 

administration and local resistance. 

United States: Roaring Twenties and Great Depression 

●​ The Dust Bowl’s Soil Conservation Act: Innovation in agricultural science that changed 

how Americans farmed to prevent environmental collapse. 

●​ The Rural Electrification Act (REA): An infrastructure innovation that influenced the 

modernization of rural America. 

●​ The Jazz Age Radio: A media innovation that created a shared national culture and 

influenced social norms. 

●​ The Social Security Act: An economic innovation that changed the social contract 

between the government and its citizens. 

●​ The "Flapper" Fashion: A cultural innovation in dress and behavior that reflected and 

influenced the changing status of women. 

United States: World War II and the Cold War 

●​ The Manhattan Project: The ultimate scientific innovation (atomic bomb) that changed 

warfare and influenced global diplomacy. 

●​ The GI Bill: A social innovation in education funding that impacted the growth of the 

American suburbs. 

●​ The Interstate Highway System: An innovation in defense and travel that changed the 

physical and cultural landscape of the U.S. 

●​ The Berlin Airlift: A logistical innovation in humanitarian aid that influenced the outcome 

of the early Cold War. 

●​ The ENIAC Computer: The birth of digital innovation that impacted everything from 

math to modern communication. 

Civil Rights: African-American Topics 

●​ The Green Book: An innovation in travel safety that influenced the mobility of Black 

Americans during Jim Crow. 

●​ The Double V Campaign: A rhetorical innovation ("Victory at home, Victory abroad") that 

impacted the momentum of the Civil Rights Movement. 

●​ The Montgomery Bus Boycott Logistics: An innovation in community organizing 

(carpools/dispatch) that changed the success rate of protests. 

●​ Blood Plasma Preservation (Dr. Charles Drew): A medical innovation that saved lives in 

WWII and influenced modern blood banks. 

●​ The Brown v. Board Legal Strategy: An innovation in using psychological evidence to 

impact Supreme Court rulings. 

Civil Rights: Latino Topics 

●​ The United Farm Workers (UFW) Grape Boycott: An innovation in labor protest that 

influenced consumer behavior across the nation. 

●​ Mendez v. Westminster: A legal innovation in challenging segregation that impacted the 

later Brown v. Board decision. 

●​ The Chicano Mural Movement: An innovation in public art as a political tool that 

changed the cultural identity of Southwest cities. 



●​ The "Walkouts" (East L.A. Blowouts): An innovation in student-led activism that 

influenced educational reform for Latino students. 

●​ Zoot Suit Riots and Fashion: Using style as an innovation of cultural resistance, 

impacting the discussion of racial identity in the 1940s. 

Civil Rights: Native American Topics 

●​ The Navajo Code Talkers: An innovation in linguistics that impacted the outcome of the 

Pacific Theater in WWII. 

●​ The Occupation of Alcatraz: A bold innovation in protest strategy that influenced the 

shift toward tribal self-determination. 

●​ Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA): A legal innovation 

that changed how museums treat Indigenous remains and artifacts. 

●​ The Iroquois Confederacy’s Influence on the Constitution: A political innovation that 

influenced the structure of the American democratic system. 

●​ Sequoyah’s Cherokee Syllabary: A linguistic innovation that impacted literacy and 

cultural preservation. 

Civil Rights: LGBTQIA+Topics 

●​ The Mattachine Society: An early innovation in organized advocacy that influenced the 

start of the gay rights movement. 

●​ The Stonewall Uprising: A shift from passive resistance to active protest that changed 

the visibility of LGBTQA issues. 

●​ The AIDS Memorial Quilt: A communal innovation in mourning and activism that 

impacted public awareness and health policy. 

●​ The Lavender Scare Resistance: How individuals innovated ways to keep their jobs and 

identities during the Cold War purges. 

●​ Harvey Milk’s Campaign: An innovation in grassroots political strategy that influenced 

urban representation. 

Civil Rights: Women in History 

●​ The "Silent Sentinels" (Suffrage): An innovation in picketing the White House that 

changed the pressure on the President for the 19th Amendment. 

●​ Title IX: A legislative innovation that impacted gender equality in education and sports. 

●​ The Birth Control Pill: A medical innovation that changed the economic and social 

autonomy of women. 

●​ Rosie the Riveter & Workplace Shifts: An innovation in labor propaganda that influenced 

the entry of women into the industrial workforce. 

●​ The Seneca Falls Convention: An organizational innovation that launched the formal 

movement for women's rights. 

Supreme Court Cases 

●​ Marbury v. Madison: The innovation of "Judicial Review" that changed the balance of 

power between the three branches of government. 

●​ Miranda v. Arizona: An innovation in legal rights (Miranda Rights) that impacted every 

police arrest since 1966. 

●​ Gideon v. Wainwright: An innovation in the right to counsel that changed the fairness of 

the American justice system. 

●​ Roe v. Wade: A legal innovation regarding the right to privacy that influenced decades of 

social and political debate. 



●​ Tinker v. Des Moines: An innovation in defining student rights, impacting free speech 

within the school system. 

World History: Europe 

●​ The Gutenberg Bible: A technological innovation that influenced the Reformation and 

changed the literacy of Europe. 

●​ The Magna Carta: A political innovation that limited the king's power and influenced the 

development of modern democracy. 

●​ The Steam Engine (James Watt): The core innovation of the Industrial Revolution that 

changed how the world worked and moved. 

●​ The French Revolution’s "Declaration of the Rights of Man": A philosophical innovation 

that impacted global movements for equality. 

●​ The Marshall Plan: A diplomatic innovation in rebuilding post-war Europe that 

influenced the stability of the Western world. 

World History: Asia 

●​ The Silk Road’s Paper Making: An innovation from China that moved westward and 

changed the preservation of knowledge globally. 

●​ Meiji Restoration (Japan): An innovation in rapid modernization that changed Japan 

from a feudal society to a world power. 

●​ The Salt March (Gandhi): An innovation in non-violent civil disobedience that influenced 

independence movements worldwide. 

●​ The Great Wall’s Signal Towers: An innovation in military communication that impacted 

the defense of an empire. 

●​ Green Revolution in India: Agricultural innovations that changed crop yields and 

influenced global food security. 

World History: Africa 

●​ The Kingdom of Mali’s Education System (Timbuktu): An innovation in African 

scholarship that influenced global Islamic thought. 

●​ The Zulu "Buffalo Horns" Formation: A military innovation by Shaka Zulu that changed 

warfare in Southern Africa. 

●​ Anti-Apartheid Boycotts: Global economic innovations in protest that influenced the end 

of institutionalized racism in South Africa. 

●​ The Nok Terracotta Techniques: Early innovations in metallurgy and art that impacted 

the development of West African societies. 

●​ The Nile Irrigation Systems: Ancient engineering innovations that changed the ability of 

Egyptian civilization to flourish in a desert. 

World History: Latin & South America 

●​ The Incan Quipu: An innovation in record-keeping using knots that changed how an 

empire without writing managed its resources. 

●​ The Chinampas (Aztec Floating Gardens): An innovation in agriculture that changed 

how a massive city fed itself in a lake. 

●​ Simon Bolivar’s Gran Colombia: A political innovation in attempting a unified South 

America that influenced modern Latin American identity. 

●​ The Mexican Muralism (Diego Rivera): Art as an innovation in education for the illiterate, 

impacting post-revolutionary national identity. 



●​ The Panama Canal (as a World History topic): Focusing on the French failure vs. 

American success and the innovation of yellow fever control. 

World History: Middle East 

●​ The House of Wisdom (Baghdad): An innovation in collaborative scholarship that 

influenced the preservation of Greek and Roman knowledge. 

●​ The Astrolabe: A navigational innovation that changed maritime travel and influenced 

global exploration. 

●​ The Ottoman Janissary Corps: An innovation in military organization that influenced the 

power of the Ottoman Empire for centuries. 

●​ Coffee Houses in the Ottoman Empire: A social innovation that changed how people 

gathered and influenced political discourse. 

●​ Ancient Qanat Irrigation: A Persian innovation in water transport that changed the 

habitability of arid regions. 

Literature, Film, and Culture 

●​ The First "Talkie" (The Jazz Singer): An innovation in sound that changed the film 

industry and influenced global entertainment. 

●​ Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin: An innovation in using fiction to influence 

political opinion on slavery. 

●​ Technicolor: An innovation in visual storytelling that changed how audiences 

experienced movies. 

●​ Dime Novels: An innovation in mass-market printing that influenced American folklore 

and the "Wild West" myth. 

●​ The Comic Code Authority: An innovation in censorship that changed the content of 

literature for a generation. 

Science, Technology, and Health 

●​ Penicillin (Alexander Fleming): An accidental innovation that changed medicine and 

influenced life expectancy. 

●​ The Polio Vaccine (Jonas Salk): An innovation in public health and philanthropy that 

changed the lives of millions of children. 

●​ The Telescope (Galileo): A scientific innovation that changed our view of the universe 

and influenced the Scientific Revolution. 

●​ The Iron Lung: A medical innovation that impacted the survival of polio patients and 

influenced respiratory therapy. 

●​ The Lightbulb (Edison vs. Latimer): A technological innovation that changed the hours of 

the day and influenced industrial productivity. 

Sports History 

●​ The Integration of Baseball (Jackie Robinson): A social innovation in sports that 

influenced the broader Civil Rights Movement. 

●​ The Fosbury Flop (High Jump): A physical innovation in technique that changed the 

record books of the Olympics. 

●​ Title IX and the Growth of Women’s Sports: A legislative innovation that changed the 

participation of girls in athletics. 

●​ The Invention of Basketball (James Naismith): A recreational innovation that influenced 

global sports culture. 



●​ The All-American Girls Professional Baseball League: An innovation in sports during 

WWII that changed perceptions of female athletes. 

Individuals 

●​ Ada Lovelace: An innovation in mathematical thinking that influenced the very first 

concept of computer programming. 

●​ George Washington Carver: Innovations in crop rotation and peanut products that 

changed Southern agriculture. 

●​ Grace Hopper: An innovation in computer languages (COBOL) that influenced how 

humans interact with machines. 

●​ Louis Pasteur: The innovation of pasteurization that changed food safety and influenced 

the germ theory of disease. 

●​ Garrett Morgan: Innovation of the three-light traffic signal and the gas mask that 

changed public and worker safety. 

Inventions 

●​ The Telegraph & Morse Code: This innovation in electrical signaling influenced the speed 

of news and wartime strategy, creating a massive impact on global connectivity that 

forever changed the pace of human life. 

●​ The Braille System: As a revolutionary innovation in tactile literacy, Braille influenced 

educational standards for the blind, resulting in a profound impact on their 

independence and a permanent change in their social status. 

●​ The Wright Flyer: The Wrights' innovation of controlled mechanical flight influenced the 

future of global travel and defense, leaving an impact on international trade and 

changing the way we view physical distance. 

●​ The Telephone: This vocal innovation influenced the growth of suburban society and had 

a direct impact on the modern workforce, fundamentally changing how humans 

maintain personal and professional connections. 

●​ The Polaroid Land Camera: By innovating a way to produce "instant" photos, Edwin 

Land influenced the fields of art and documentation, creating a cultural impact that 

changed our relationship with memory and immediate gratification. 


	United States: Colonial & Revolutionary Periods 
	United States: Civil War and Reconstruction 
	United States: Industrial U.S. / Social and Labor Issues 
	United States: U.S. Imperialism and Immigration 
	United States: Roaring Twenties and Great Depression 
	United States: World War II and the Cold War 
	Civil Rights: African-American Topics 
	Civil Rights: Latino Topics 
	Civil Rights: Native American Topics 
	Civil Rights: LGBTQIA+Topics 
	Civil Rights: Women in History 
	Supreme Court Cases 
	World History: Europe 
	World History: Asia 
	World History: Africa 
	World History: Latin & South America 
	World History: Middle East 
	Literature, Film, and Culture 
	Science, Technology, and Health 
	Sports History 
	Individuals 
	Inventions 

