
Summer Reading Discussion/Analysis Questions
AP English 12

1. What is the overall moral struggle the main character encounters?
2. What themes and motifs can you locate in the novel? Point to specific passages for support!
3. Who/What decides, according to your particular chosen novel, fate and the fate of the characters?
4. Is the main character inherently good/evil? How so? Refer to the text for support.
5. Identify several, at least five, narrative techniques the author uses in the novel and discuss the effect of

each within the context of the book.
6. A. Look at the opening paragraphs of the novel. How does this opening passage foreshadow events,

motifs, and imagery in the novel?
B. Again, using the opening paragraphs, locate specific language, quotes, etc. which are repeated
throughout the novel. Why are the selections you chose essential to the novel?

7. Now, look to the closing paragraphs of the novel. How do these final paragraphs reflect the
essential literary elements employed throughout the novel? Be specific; refer to both the text
and to literary terms/techniques employed.

8. Locate 2-3 passages from different parts of the novel which you find particularly effective,
powerful, or poignant. What makes these passages such as they are?

9. Review Past AP Prompts for your novel, think about how your book could connect.
a. Titles
b. Prompts

10. Select a passage that would elicit a strong essay from your novel and create an AP prompt that would
align to the passage.

a. Hints
b. Prompts

http://mseffie.com/AP/APtitles.html
http://mseffie.com/AP/Open_Questions.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i8ybhQXK1aHW54nkZHxGIEvqq3R-ZmEAfr2mNiioCXg/edit?usp=sharing
http://mseffie.com/AP/Prose_Essays.pdf

