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Land of the
Cranes
Audio

by Aida Salazar

ebook

From the prolific author of The Moon Within comes the
heart-wrenchingly beautiful story in verse of a young
Latinx girl who learns to hold on to hope and love even in
the darkest of places: a family detention center for
migrants and refugees.

Nine-year-old Betita knows she is a crane. Papi has told
her the story, even before her family fled to Los Angeles to
seek refuge from cartel wars in Mexico. The Aztecs came
from a place called Aztlan, what is now the Southwest US,
called the land of the cranes. They left Aztlan to establish
their great city in the center of the universe-Tenochtitlan,
modern-day Mexico City. It was prophesized that their
people would one day return to live among the cranes in
their promised land. Papi tells Betita that they are cranes
that have come home.

Then one day, Betita's beloved father is arrested by
Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) and deported to
Mexico. Betita and her pregnant mother are left behind on
their own, but soon they too are detained and must learn
to survive in a family detention camp outside of Los
Angeles. Even in cruel and inhumane conditions, Betita
finds heart in her own poetry and in the community she
and her mother find in the camp. The voices of her fellow
asylum seekers fly above the hatred keeping them caged,
but each day threatens to tear them down lower than they
ever thought they could be. Will Betita and her family ever
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Love Sugar Magic
Anna Meriano,

Mirelle Ortega
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Leonora Logrofio's family owns the most beloved bakery in
Rose Hill, Texas, spending their days conjuring delicious
cookies and cakes for any occasion. And no occasion is more
important than the annual Dia de los Muertos festival.

Leo hopes that this might be the year that she gets to help
prepare for the big celebration-but, once again, she is told
she's too young. Sneaking out of school and down to the
bakery, she discovers that her mother, aunt, and four older
sisters have in fact been keeping a big secret: they're
brujas-witches of Mexican ancestry-who pour a little bit of
sweet magic into everything that they bake. Leo knows that
she has magical ability as well and is more determined than
ever to join the family business-even if she can't let her mama
and hermanas know about it yet.

And when her best friend, Caroline, has a problem that needs
solving, Leo has the perfect opportunity to try out her craft.
It's just one little spell, after all... what could possibly go
wrong? Debut author Anna Meriano brings us the first book
in a delightful new series filled to the brim with amor, azucar,

y magia.

Sal & Gabi Break
the Universe

Carlos Hernandez

Part 1

. CARLOS
HERNANDEZ _

How did a raw chicken get inside Yasmany's locker? When
Sal Vidon meets Gabi Real for the first time, it isn't under the
best of circumstances. Sal is in the principal's office for the
third time in three days, and it's still the first week of school.
Gabi, student council president and editor of the school paper,
is there to support her friend Yasmany, who just picked a
fight with Sal. She is determined to prove that somehow, Sal
planted a raw chicken in Yasmany's locker, even though
nobody saw him do it and the bloody poultry has since
mysteriously disappeared. Sal prides himself on being an
excellent magician, but for this sleight of hand, he relied on a
talent no one would guess . . . except maybe Gabi, whose
sharp eyes never miss a trick. When Gabi learns that he's
capable of conjuring things much bigger than a
chicken--including his dead mother--and she takes it all in
stride, Sal knows that she is someone he can work with.
There's only one slight problem: their manipulation of time
and space could put the entire universe at risk. A sassy
entropy sweeper, a documentary about wedgies, a principal
who wears a Venetian bauta mask, and heaping platefuls of



https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12704504
https://www.hoopladigital.com/artist/2605679886
https://www.hoopladigital.com/artist/4944099194
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12325468
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12325468

Cuban food are just some of the delights that await in his
mind-blowing novel gift-wrapped in love and laughter.
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The Other Half of

Happy
Rebecca Balcarcel

Quijana is a girl in pieces. One-half Guatemalan, one-half
American: When Quijana's Guatemalan cousins move to
town, her dad seems ashamed that she doesn't know more
about her family's heritage. One-half crush, one-half buddy:
When Quijana meets Zuri and Jayden, she knows she's found
true friends. But she can't help the growing feelings she has
for Jayden. One-half kid, one-half grown-up: Quijana spends
her nights Skyping with her ailing grandma and trying to
figure out what's going on with her increasingly hard-to-reach
brother. In the course of this immersive and beautifully
written novel, Quijana must figure out which parts of herself
are most important, and which pieces come together to make
her whole. This lyrical debut from Rebecca Balcarcel is a
heartfelt poetic portrayal of a girl growing up, fitting in, and
learning what it means to belong.

Ghost Squad
Audiobook

Claribel A. Ortega

Shortly before Halloween, Lucely and her best friend, Syd,
cast a spell that accidentally awakens malicious spirits,
wreaking havoc throughout St. Augustine. Together, they
must join forces with Syd's witch grandmother, Babette, and
her tubby tabby, Chunk

MEG MEDINA

Yaqui Delgado
Wants to Kick

Your Ass

Meg Medina

One morning before school, some girl tells Piddy Sanchez
that Yaqui Delgado hates her and wants to kick her ass. Piddy
doesn't even know who Yaqui is, never mind what she's done
to piss her off. Word is that Yaqui thinks Piddy is stuck-up,
shakes her stuff when she walks, and isn't Latin enough with
her white skin, good grades, and no accent. And Yaqui isn't
kidding around, so Piddy better watch her back. At first Piddy
is more concerned with trying to find out more about the
father she's never met and how to balance honors courses
with her weekend job at the neighborhood hair salon. But as
the harassment escalates, avoiding Yaqui and her gang starts
to take over Piddy's life. Is there any way for Piddy to survive
without closing herself off or running away? In an
all-too-realistic novel, Meg Medina portrays a sympathetic
heroine who is forced to decide who she really is.
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The Poet X

Elizabeth
Acevedo

Winner of the National Book Award for Young People's
Literature, the Michael L. Printz Award, and the Pura Belpré
Award!

Fans of Jacqueline Woodson, Meg Medina, and Jason
Reynolds will fall hard for this astonishing New York
Times-bestselling novel-in-verse by an award-winning slam
poet, about an Afro-Latina heroine who tells her story with
blazing words and powerful truth.

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her
Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves,
she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the
talking.

But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all
her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather
notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers-especially
after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named
Aman, who her family can never know about.

With Mami's determination to force her daughter to obey the
laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are
best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school's
slam poetry club, she doesn't know how she could ever attend
without her mami finding out. But she still can't stop thinking
about performing her poems.

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her,
Xiomara refuses to be silent.
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Stef Soto Taco

Queen
Audiobook

Jennifer Torres

A heartwarming and charming debut novel about family,
friends, and finding your voice all wrapped up in a warm
tortilla.

Seventh grader Estefania "Stef" Soto is itching to shake off
the onion-and-cilantro embrace of Tia Perla, her family's taco
truck. She wants nothing more than for her dad to get a
normal job and for Tia Perla to be put out to pasture. It's no
fun being known as the "Taco Queen" at school.

But just when new city regulations are proposed, and her
family's livelihood is threatened, she will have to become the
truck's unlikely champion.
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Mananaland
Audiobook
Pam Muioz Ryan

Max loves stories, especially the fantastical tale Buelo tells
him about a mystical gatekeeper who can guide brave
travelers on a journey into tomorrow. If Max could see
tomorrow, he would know if he'd make Santa Maria's
celebrated futbol team, and whether he'd ever find his mother,
who left when he was a baby. Papa refuses to talk about her,
so Max has learned to stop asking.

But when Papa is forced to reveal his involvement in an
underground network of guardians that led people fleeing a
neighboring country to safety, and the surprising reason
Max's spot on the fltbol team may be threatened, everything
he knew about himself and his family is upended.

A treasured compass, a haunted tower, a mysterious stone
rubbing, and a peregrine falcon propel Max on a dangerous
search for clues about who he is and what the future holds.

Pam Munoz Ryan

Jennifer Strand

The writer of award-winning books about daring heroines,
Pam Mufioz Ryan is an amazing author. Historic photos and
easy-to-read text take readers into the author's life. Zoom in
even deeper with quick stats, a timeline, and bolded glossary
terms.

HOW & WHERE TO FIND THESE BOOKS:
To access free books & audiobooks through hoopla, students need a SF library card.
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All SFUSD students already have a library card called “the Scholar Card.” Students who
have not yet activated their Scholar Cards can do so by contacting their local SFPL
branch. No paperwork or ID required.

Here are instructions for linking your SFPL library card to hoopla.
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