
 

NOVELS  
 
Against the Loveless World by Susan Abulhawa 
A sweeping and lyrical novel that follows a young Palestinian refugee as she slowly becomes 
radicalized while searching for a better life for her family throughout the Middle East, for 
readers of international literary bestsellers including Washington Black, My Sister, The Serial 
Killer, and Her Body and Other Parties. 
 
As Nahr sits, locked away in solitary confinement, she spends her days reflecting on the 
dramatic events that landed her in prison in a country she barely knows. Born in Kuwait in the 
70s to Palestinian refugees, she dreamed of falling in love with the perfect man, raising 
children, and possibly opening her own beauty salon. Instead, the man she thinks she loves 
jilts her after a brief marriage, her family teeters on the brink of poverty, she’s forced to 
prostitute herself, and the US invasion of Iraq makes her a refugee, as her parents had been. 
After trekking through another temporary home in Jordan, she lands in Palestine, where she 
finally makes a home, falls in love, and her destiny unfolds under Israeli occupation. 
 
Salt Houses by Hala Alyan 
On the eve of her daughter Alia’s wedding, Salma reads the girl’s future in a cup of coffee 
dregs. She sees an unsettled life for Alia and her children; she also sees travel, and luck. While 
she chooses to keep her predictions to herself that day, they will all soon come to pass when 
the family is uprooted in the wake of the Six-Day War of 1967.   
  
Salma is forced to leave her home in Nablus; Alia’s brother gets pulled into a politically 
militarized world he can’t escape; and Alia and her gentle-spirited husband move to Kuwait 
City, where they reluctantly build a life with their three children. When Saddam Hussein 
invades Kuwait in 1990, Alia and her family once again lose their home, their land, and their 
story as they know it, scattering to Beirut, Paris, Boston, and beyond. Soon Alia’s children 
begin families of their own, once again navigating the burdens (and blessings) of assimilation 
in foreign cities.   
  
Lyrical and heartbreaking, Salt Houses is a remarkable debut novel that challenges and 
humanizes an age-old conflict we might think we understand—one that asks us to confront 
that most devastating of all truths: you can’t go home again.  
 
You Exist Too Much by Zaina Arafat  
On a hot day in Bethlehem, a 12-year-old Palestinian-American girl is yelled at by a group of 
men outside the Church of the Nativity. She has exposed her legs in a biblical city, an act they 
deem forbidden, and their judgement will echo on through her adolescence. When our 
narrator finally admits to her mother that she is queer, her mother's response only intensifies 
a sense of shame: "You exist too much," she tells her daughter. 
 
Told in vignettes that flash between the U.S. and the Middle East--from New York to Jordan, 
Lebanon, and Palestine--Zaina Arafat's debut novel traces her protagonist's progress from 
blushing teen to sought-after DJ and aspiring writer. In Brooklyn, she moves into an 
apartment with her first serious girlfriend and tries to content herself with their comfortable 



 

relationship. But soon her longings, so closely hidden during her teenage years, explode out 
into reckless romantic encounters and obsessions with other people. 
 
Her desire to thwart her own destructive impulses will eventually lead her to The Ledge, an 
unconventional treatment center that identifies her affliction as "love addiction." In this 
strange, enclosed society she will start to consider the unnerving similarities between her 
own internal traumas and divisions and those of the places that have formed her. 
 
Opening up the fantasies and desires of one young woman caught between cultural, 
religious, and sexual identities, You Exist Too Much is a captivating story charting two of our 
most intense longings: for love, and a place to call home. 
 
CONTEXT    
 
The Hundred Years' War on Palestine: A History of Settler-Colonial Conquest and Resistance, 
1917-2017 by Rashid Khalidi  
A landmark history of one hundred years of war waged against the Palestinians from the 
foremost US historian of the Middle East, told through pivotal events and family history. 
 
In 1899, Yusuf Diya al-Khalidi, mayor of Jerusalem, alarmed by the Zionist call to create a 
Jewish national home in Palestine, wrote a letter aimed at Theodore Herzl: the country had 
an indigenous people who would not easily accept their own displacement. He warned of the 
perils ahead, ending his note, "in the name of God, let Palestine be left alone." Thus Rashid 
Khalidi, al-Khalidi's great-great-nephew, begins this sweeping history, the first general 
account of the conflict told from an explicitly Palestinian perspective. 
 
Drawing on a wealth of untapped archival materials and the reports of generations of family 
members - mayors, judges, scholars, diplomats, and journalists - The Hundred Years' War on 
Palestine upends accepted interpretations of the conflict, which tend, at best, to describe a 
tragic clash between two peoples with claims to the same territory. Instead, Khalidi traces a 
hundred years of colonial war on the Palestinians, waged first by the Zionist movement and 
then Israel, but backed by Britain and the United States, the great powers of the age. He 
highlights the key episodes in this colonial campaign, from the 1917 Balfour Declaration to the 
destruction of Palestine in 1948, from Israel's 1982 invasion of Lebanon to the endless and 
futile peace process. 
 
Original, authoritative, and important, The Hundred Years' War on Palestine is not a chronicle 
of victimization, nor does it whitewash the mistakes of Palestinian leaders or deny the 
emergence of national movements on both sides. In reevaluating the forces arrayed against 
the Palestinians, it offers an illuminating new view of a conflict that continues to this day. 
 
The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine by Ilan Pappé 
Since the Holocaust, it has been almost impossible to hide large-scale crimes against 
humanity. In our communicative world, few modern catastrophes are concealed from the 
public eye. And yet, Ilan Pappe unveils, one such crime has been erased from the global 



 

public memory: the ethnic cleansing of the Palestinians in 1948. But why is it denied, and by 
whom? The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine offers an investigation of this mystery. 
 
Hamas and Civil Society in Gaza: Engaging the Islamist Social Sector by Sara Roy 
Many in the United States and Israel believe that Hamas is nothing but a terrorist 
organization, and that its social sector serves merely to recruit new supporters for its violent 
agenda. Based on Sara Roy's extensive fieldwork in the Gaza Strip and West Bank during the 
critical period of the Oslo peace process, Hamas and Civil Society in Gaza shows how the 
social service activities sponsored by the Islamist group emphasized not political violence but 
rather community development and civic restoration. 
 
Roy demonstrates how Islamic social institutions in Gaza and the West Bank advocated a 
moderate approach to change that valued order and stability, not disorder and instability; 
were less dogmatically Islamic than is often assumed; and served people who had a range of 
political outlooks and no history of acting collectively in support of radical Islam. These 
institutions attempted to create civic communities, not religious congregations. They 
reflected a deep commitment to stimulate a social, cultural, and moral renewal of the Muslim 
community, one couched not only--or even primarily--in religious terms. 
 
Vividly illustrating Hamas's unrecognized potential for moderation, accommodation, and 
change, Hamas and Civil Society in Gaza also traces critical developments in Hamas's social 
and political sectors through the Second Intifada to today, and offers an assessment of the 
current, more adverse situation in the occupied territories. The Oslo period held great 
promise that has since been squandered. This book argues for more enlightened policies by 
the United States and Israel, ones that reflect Hamas's proven record of nonviolent 
community building. 
 
 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY/ANALYSIS/IDENTITY  
 
Homeland: My Father Dreams of Palestine by Hanna Moushabeck 
As bedtime approaches, three young girls eagerly await the return of their father who tells 
them stories of a faraway homeland—Palestine. Through their father's memories, the Old City 
of Jerusalem comes to life: the sounds of juice vendors beating rhythms with brass cups, the 
smell of argileh drifting through windows, and the sight of doves flapping their wings toward 
home. These daughters of the diaspora feel love for a place they have never been, a home 
they cannot visit. But, as their father’s story comes to an end, they know that through his 
memories, they will always return. 
  
A Palestinian family celebrates the stories of their homeland in this moving autobiographical 
picture book debut by Hannah Moushabeck. With heartfelt illustrations by Reem Madooh, 
this story is a love letter to home, to family, and to the persisting hope of people that 
transcends borders. 
 



 

Border & Rule: Global Migration, Capitalism, and the Rise of Racist Nationalism by Harsha Wadia  
In Border and Rule, one of North America's foremost thinkers and immigrant rights 
organizers delivers an unflinching examination of migration as a pillar of global governance 
and gendered racial class formation. 
 
Harsha Walia disrupts easy explanations for the migrant and refugee crises, instead showing 
them to be the inevitable outcomes of conquest, capitalist globalization, and climate change 
generating mass dispossession worldwide. Border and Rule explores a number of seemingly 
disparate global geographies with shared logics of border rule that displace, immobilize, 
criminalize, exploit, and expel migrants and refugees. With her keen ability to connect the 
dots, Walia demonstrates how borders divide the international working class and consolidate 
imperial, capitalist, ruling class, and racist nationalist rule. Ambitious in scope and 
internationalist in orientation, Border and Rule breaks through American exceptionalist and 
liberal responses to the migration crisis and cogently maps the lucrative connections 
between state violence, capitalism, and right-wing nationalism around the world. 
 
Illuminating the brutal mechanics of state formation, Walia exposes US border policy as a 
product of violent territorial expansion, settler-colonialism, enslavement, and gendered racial 
exclusion. Further, she compellingly details how Fortress Europe and White Australia are 
using immigration diplomacy and externalized borders to maintain a colonial present, how 
temporary labor migration in the Arab Gulf states and Canada is central to citizenship 
regulation and labor control, and far-right nationalism is escalating deadly violence in the US, 
Israel, India, the Philippines, Brazil, and across Europe, while producing a disaster of 
statelessness for millions elsewhere. 
 
A must-read in these difficult times of war, inequality, climate change, and global health crisis, 
Border and Rule is a clarion call for revolution. The book includes a foreword from renowned 
scholar Robin D. G. Kelley and an afterword from acclaimed activist-academic Nick Estes. 
 
Palestinian Identity by Rashid Khalidi  
Khalidi critically assesses the narratives that make up Palestinian history and identity and 
examines the ways in which the Palestinian national consciousness has come full circle. 
 
They Called Me a Lioness: A Palestinian Girl’s Fight for Freedom by Ahed Tamimi and Dena Takuri  
A Palestinian activist jailed at sixteen after a confrontation with Israeli soldiers illuminates the 
daily struggles of life under occupation in this moving, deeply personal memoir. 
 
But this is not just a story of activism or imprisonment. It is the human-scale story of an 
occupation that has riveted the world and shaped global politics, from a girl who grew up in 
the middle of it . Tamimi’s father was born in 1967, the year that Israel began its occupation of 
the West Bank and he grew up immersed in the resistance movement. One of Tamimi’s 
earliest memories is visiting him in prison, poking her toddler fingers through the fence to 
touch his hand. She herself would spend her seventeenth birthday behind bars. Living 
through this greatest test and heightened attacks on her village, Tamimi felt her resolve only 
deepen, in tension with her attempts to live the normal life of a daughter, sibling, friend, and 
student. 



 

 
An essential addition to an important conversation, They Called Me a Lioness shows us what 
is at stake in this struggle and offers a fresh vision for resistance. With their unflinching, 
riveting storytelling, Ahed Tamimi and Dena Takruri shine a light on the humanity not just in 
occupied Palestine but also in the unsung lives of people struggling for freedom around the 
world. 
 
Freedom is a Constant Struggle by Angela Y. Davis  
In these newly collected essays, interviews, and speeches, world-renowned activist and 
scholar Angela Y. Davis illuminates the connections between struggles against state violence 
and oppression throughout history and around the world. 
 
Reflecting on the importance of black feminism, intersectionality, and prison abolitionism for 
today's struggles, Davis discusses the legacies of previous liberation struggles, from the Black 
Freedom Movement to the South African anti-Apartheid movement. She highlights 
connections and analyzes today's struggles against state terror, from Ferguson to Palestine. 
 
Facing a world of outrageous injustice, Davis challenges us to imagine and build the 
movement for human liberation. And in doing so, she reminds us that "Freedom is a constant 
struggle." 
 
The Question of Palestine by Edward W. Said 
This original and deeply provocative book was the first to make Palestine the subject of a 
serious debate--one that remains as critical as ever. With the rigorous scholarship he brought 
to his influential Orientalism and an exile's passion (he is Palestinian by birth), Edward W. Said 
traces the fatal collision between two peoples in the Middle East and its repercussions in the 
lives of both the occupier and the occupied--as well as in the conscience of the West. He has 
updated this landmark work to portray the changed status of Palestine and its people in light 
of such developments as the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the intifada, the Gulf War, and the 
ongoing MIddle East peace initiative. For anyone interested in this region and its future, The 
Question of Palestine remains the most useful and authoritative account available. 
 
Light in Gaza: Writings Born of Fire, Edited by Jehad Abusalim, Jennifer Bing, and Mike 
Merryman-Lotze 
Imagining the future of Gaza beyond the cruelties of occupation and Apartheid, Light in Gaza 
is a powerful contribution to understanding Palestinian experience. 
 
Gaza, home to two million people, continues to face suffocating conditions imposed by Israel. 
This distinctive anthology imagines what the future of Gaza could be, while reaffirming the 
critical role of Gaza in Palestinian identity, history, and struggle for liberation. 
 
Light in Gaza is a seminal, moving and wide-ranging anthology of Palestinian writers and 
artists. It constitutes a collective effort to organize and center Palestinian voices in the 
ongoing struggle. As political discourse shifts toward futurism as a means of reimagining a 
better way of living, beyond the violence and limitations of colonialism, Light in Gaza is an 
urgent and powerful intervention into an important political moment. 



 

Free e-book here 
 
Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions: The Global Struggle for Palestinian Rights by Omar Barghouti 
THIRTY YEARS ago, an international movement utilizing boycott, divestment, and sanction 
(BDS) tactics rose in solidarity with those suffering under the brutal apartheid regime of 
South Africa. The historic acts of BDS activists from around the world isolated South Africa as 
a pariah state and heralded the end of apartheid. 
 
Now, as awareness of the apartheid nature of the State of Israel continues to grow, Omar 
Barghouti, founding member of the Palestinian Civil Society Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel, presents a renewed call to action. Aimed at forcing 
the State of Israel to uphold international law and universal human rights for the Palestinian 
people, here is a manifesto for change. 
Free e-book here 
 
Palestine: A Socialist Introduction, Edited by Sumaya Awad and Brian Bean 
Palestine: A Socialist Introduction systematically tackles a number of important aspects of 
the Palestinian struggle for liberation, contextualizing it in an increasingly polarized world 
and offering a socialist perspective on how full liberation can be won. 
 
Through an internationalist, anti-imperialist lens, this book explores the links between the 
struggle for freedom in the United States and that in Palestine, and beyond. It examines both 
the historical and contemporary trajectory of the Palestine solidarity movement in order to 
glean lessons for today’s organizers, and compellingly lays out the argument that, in order to 
achieve justice in Palestine, the movement has to take up the question of socialism regionally 
and internationally. 
 
Men in the Sun and Other Palestinian Stories by Ghassan Kanafani, Hilary Kilpatrick (Translator) 
This collection of important stories by novelist, journalist, teacher, and Palestinian activist 
Ghassan Kanafani includes the stunning novella Men in the Sun (1962), the basis of the The 
Deceived. Also in the volume are "The Land of Sad Oranges" (1958), "'If You Were a Horse...'" 
(1961), "A Hand in the Grave" (1962), "The Falcon" (1961), "Letter from Gaza" (1956), and an 
excerpt from Umm Saad (1969). In the unsparing clarity of his writing, Kanafani offers the 
reader a gritty look at the agonized world of Palestine and the adjoining Middle East. 
 
Born in Acre (northern Palestine) in 1936, Ghassan Kanafani was a major spokesman for the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and founding editor of its weekly magazin 
Al-Hadaf. His novels, short stories, and plays have been published in sixteen languages. He 
was killed in a car-bomb explosion in Beirut in 1972. 
 

This Arab Is Queer: An Anthology by LGBTQ+ Arab Writers by Elias Jahshan (Editor) 
This ground-breaking anthology features the compelling and courageous memoirs of 
eighteen queer Arab writers – some internationally bestselling, others using pseudonyms. 
Here, we find heart-warming connections and moments of celebration alongside essays 
exploring the challenges of being LGBTQ+ and Arab. 
 

https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1885-light-in-gaza
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/361-boycott-divestment-sanctions
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/22191065.Elias_Jahshan


 

From a military base in the Gulf to loving whispers caught between the bedsheets; and from 
touring overseas as a drag queen to a concert in Cairo where the rainbow flag was raised to a 
crowd of thousands, this collection celebrates the true colours of a vibrant Arab queer 
experience. 
 
 
 
 

POETRY  
Rifqa by Mohammed El-Kurd 
Rifqa is Mohammed El-Kurd’s debut collection of poetry, written in the tradition of Ghassan 
Kanfani’s Palestinian Resistance Literature. The book narrates the author’s own experience of 
dispossession in Sheikh Jarrah—an infamous neighborhood in Jerusalem, Palestine, whose 
population of refugees continues to live on the brink of homelessness at the hands of the 
Israeli government and US-based settler organizations. The book, named after the author’s 
late grandmother who was forced to flee from Haifa upon the genocidal establishment of 
Israel, makes the observation that home takeovers and demolitions across historical Palestine 
are not reminiscent of 1948 Nakba, but are in fact a continuation of it: a legalized, 
ideologically-driven practice of ethnic cleansing. 
 
Things You May Find Hidden in My Ear: Poems from Gaza by Mosab Abu Toha 
These poems emerge directly from the experience of growing up and living one’s entire life in 
Gaza, making a life for one’s family and raising a family in constant lockdown, and often under 
direct attack. 
 
In this poetry debut, conceived during the Israeli bombing campaign of May 2021, Mosab Abu 
Toha writes about his life under siege, first as a child, and then as a young father. A survivor of 
four brutal military attacks, he bears witness to a grinding cycle of destruction and assault, 
and yet, his poetry is inspired by a profoundly universal humanity. 
 
In direct, vivid language, Abu Toha tells of being wounded by shrapnel at the age of 16 and, a 
few years later, watching his home and his university get hit by IDF warplanes in a bombing 
campaign that killed two of his closest friends. These poems are filled with rubble and the 
ever-present menace of surveillance drones policing a people unwelcome in their own land, 
and they are also suffused with the smell of tea, roses in bloom, and the view of the sea at 
sunset. Children are born, families continue traditions, students attend university, and libraries 
rise from the ruins as Palestinians go on about their lives, creating beauty and finding new 
ways to survive. 

“Resist My People, Resist Them,” Dareen Tatour (2015)  

Poetry of Resistance in Occupied Palestine, translated by Sulafa Hijjawi (Baghdad, Ministry of 
Culture and Guidance, 1968) 

The Twenty-Ninth Year by Hala Alyan 

https://arablit.org/2016/04/27/the-poem-for-which-dareen-tatours-under-house-arrest-resist-my-people-resist-them/
https://overthrowpalacehome.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/poetryofresistance_sulafa_hijjaw-24grammata.comi_.pdf


 

For Hala Alyan, this is a year in which the past—memories of family members, old friends and 
past lovers, the heat of another land, another language, a different faith—winds itself around 
the present. Hala's ever-shifting, subversive verse sifts together and through different forms 
of forced displacement and the tolls they take on mind and body. Poems leap from war-torn 
cities in the Middle East, to an Oklahoma Olive Garden, a Brooklyn brownstone; from 
alcoholism to recovery; from a single woman to a wife. This collection summons breathtaking 
chaos, one that seeps into the bones of these odes, the shape of these elegies. 
 
A vivid catalog of trauma, heartache, loneliness, and joy, The Twenty-Ninth Year is an 
education in looking for home and self in the space between disparate identities. 
 
Palestinian Youth movement Booklist: Our History of Popular Resistance: Palestine Reading 
List — Palestinian Youth Movement  
 
The Slacktivists Book and Movies/Documentaries/Podcasts List: 
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy_qjrERcia/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link  

https://palestinianyouthmovement.com/reading-list
https://palestinianyouthmovement.com/reading-list
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy_qjrERcia/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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