
 

Researching For a Debate 
Seeking out Credible Sources  

Purpose 
Many of us discover current issues through social media, Google, Wikipedia, or generated 

content. Seek out credible sources when conducting research to minimize bias, 
misinformation and inaccuracies 

 
What’s Wrong With Wikipedia?     Media Bias Chart      AllSides 

 

Choosing A Topic 
Investigate both sides of the issue to build a strong case for your claim.  

 
Current Topics with Opposing Viewpoints 

AnswerGarden: Which Debate Topic Are You Investigating? 
 

SME Credible Sources 
Start with current sources written by SMEs (Subject Matter Experts). Check out the 

eResources listed below. Many of them include automatic citation!!  
 

121Library    Opposing Viewpoints    History In Context 
 

Source Evaluation 
Here are some strategies to help you evaluate and compare your sources to ensure that the 

information you’ve found is accurate.  
 

 Lateral Reading   COR Questions     Four Strategies for Fact Checking 
 

Search Tips 
If you are searching for a very specific topic, boolean phrases can help you find exactly what 

you are looking for.  
 

Boolean Searching 
 

Citing Sources 
As you find your sources you need to collect them in a Works Cited Document.  

During a debate, cite your sources verbally to increase credibility.  
 

Sample Works Cited Page    ZoteroBib    OSLIS Citation Maker    Verbal Citations 
 
 

https://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/what%E2%80%99s-wrong-wikipedia
https://www.adfontesmedia.com/
https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
https://csulb.libguides.com/c.php?g=39148&p=249599
https://answergarden.ch/849796
http://121library.org/6-12
http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/ovic/?p=OVIC&u=ttsd
http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/uhic/?p=UHIC&u=ttsd
https://libguides.d125.org/c.php?g=815040&p=5819199
https://sheg-cor.cdn.prismic.io/sheg-cor/d58654d5-d7d7-4149-afb7-08950456adaa_COR-Classroom-Poster-blue.pdf
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/chapter/four-strategies/
http://libanswers.snhu.edu/faq/8739
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_sample_works_cited_page.html
https://zbib.org/
https://secondary.oslis.org/cite-sources
https://libguides.spokanefalls.edu/c.php?g=288749&p=4449154

