
Ohlone History and Contemporary Organizing
Points of Entry for K-12 in the Bay Area

● How can we make a curricular commitment to grounding each year’s history-social science

instruction in our understanding of the history and culture of Ohlone people?

● How can we use our instruction to reinforce student understanding that we live on unceded
Ohlone land?

K-12 Post and regularly refer to a land acknowledgement in the classroom. Introduce students to Ohlone history and
organizing today. Refer to the “6 Ps” articulated by the California Indian Museum and Cultural Center.

K-2 Usemaps of Ohlone language groups to reinforce Bay Area geography. Encourage students to think about what
it means to be a guest on Ohlone land.

3rd Reinforce that Ohlone people have stewarded the land in the Bay Area for thousands of years. Use the present
tense when referring to Ohlone people and their continued presence, stewardship, and activism.

4th Introduce the concept of settler colonialism and highlight Ohlone examples when teaching about Native
California Indians and the periods of colonization. Challenge misrepresentations of Spanish, Mexican, and
American colonization. Explore contemporary efforts to make the continuous presence of Ohlone people more
visible.

5th Introduce the concept of settler colonialism and use maps to illustrate the European invasion of what is now
California to parallel discussion of the colonization of the east coast of what is now the United States.

6th Begin the course with a mini lesson on the people who are ancestral to the land on which you teach. Discuss
how they have sustained their culture in relationship to the natural world and in support of each other.

7th As you reinforce the concept of interconnection in the western hemisphere, prior to global interconnection,
explore the interconnection among Native Californian communities, and among different Ohlone language
communities as well as the interconnection among Native people in our communities today.

8th Introduce your students to the concept of settler colonialism. As you teach about Native land dispossession in
the United States, teach a lesson on the short and long term consequences of American colonization in
California, and the Bay Area, in particular.

9th Create a unit on how Ohlone people are organizing to rematriate the land and sustain ancestral practices.

10th Develop a lesson that explores the short and long term causes of the contemporary migration of Indigenous
people to ancestral Ohlone land.

11th In addition to a lesson on the Inter-tribal community that developed in the Bay Area in the 1950s, create
specific lessons on Ohlone community members in the 20th and 21st centuries.

12th Begin each semester with a lesson on the traditional political and economic practices of Ohlone people. In
government, create a lesson that reinforces an understanding of Native sovereignty, and develop a unit on
Ohlone efforts at federal recognition. In Economics, discuss the #LandBackmovement and Ohlone efforts to
rematriate the land.

Confirm whose ancestral land you live and work on: https://native-land.ca

Link to Resources: https://ucbhssp.berkeley.edu/native-history-resources

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VcvnraxD6MF21P0B_YZ9E5Rl3iysmsHPNS9ZEehNKdI/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S1uqANXF9p1IX9p2L5BWtfatQPzvd6-LRRjqrGb1aWw/edit#slide=id.g1211aae7801_0_30
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S1uqANXF9p1IX9p2L5BWtfatQPzvd6-LRRjqrGb1aWw/edit#slide=id.g1211aae7801_0_30
https://cimcc.org/the-6-ps-california-indian-curriculum/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_HeZcrYwvSv3hVMpX6ndf4yJ2kCRaJ0/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15pmwg1pdFjpMQRstBVIMdWzHVEx0UGDv--LE5vff1CQ/edit#slide=id.p
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/
https://bayareaequityatlas.org/about/indigenous-populations-in-the-bay-area
https://www.ebparks.org/activities/educators/Ohlone_Curriculum.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J9Mbs08OWiLhnOXdgrsp75bh6gu4QWy-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J9Mbs08OWiLhnOXdgrsp75bh6gu4QWy-/view
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2022-03-21/mission-bells-indigenous-remove-el-camino-real
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2bpBAXvJew
https://chancellor.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/kroeber_muwekma_ohlone_tribe_public.pdf
https://chancellor.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/kroeber_muwekma_ohlone_tribe_public.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_HeZcrYwvSv3hVMpX6ndf4yJ2kCRaJ0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_HeZcrYwvSv3hVMpX6ndf4yJ2kCRaJ0/view
https://news.illinois.edu/view/6367/1603805239
https://www.ebparks.org/activities/educators/Ohlone_Curriculum.htm
https://ucbhssp.berkeley.edu/7th-grade
https://prezi.com/leyc0v-zbi_w/ca-indian-map/
https://www.ebparks.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=30644
https://www.ebparks.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=30644
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KBYeB5QGGV6dNQhr3f1dSCX-0desYLqaVMix9kMV-jw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KBYeB5QGGV6dNQhr3f1dSCX-0desYLqaVMix9kMV-jw/edit
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/lisjan-history-and-territory/
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/lisjan-history-and-territory/
https://kanyonkonsulting.com/ohlone-california-native-resources-introduction/
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zuG9QxzhcAE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/01/06/a-translation-crisis-at-the-border
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/01/06/a-translation-crisis-at-the-border
https://www.ifhurbanrez.org/about
https://heydaybooks.com/the-ohlone-way/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lNeNqAAjOTqcjGcy-X18Ny2oi-cPqXBp/view
https://www.lakotalaw.org/news/2020-08-14/land-back-climate-justice
https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/
https://native-land.ca
https://ucbhssp.berkeley.edu/native-history-resources

