
9th Grade Persuasive Speech: Research Notes​ ​     Overview Article 
Name: _____________________________ 
 
Title of Text: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Author(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: _______________________ 

Reading Prompts 
1.​ Number the paragraphs. 
2.​ Circle key terms. 
3.​ Underline main ideas and claims. 
4.​ Highlight important evidence. (Research, experts that are quotes, facts, anecdotes, historical or current 

events.) 

Summarize the Text 
For each section of the text, write a 1-2 sentence summary of the main ideas and claims. 
 
Introduction 

 
 
 
 

 
History 

 
 
 
 

 
Today 

 
 
 
 

 
Additional Section (Not all Overview articles will have a 4th section. If your article has a 4th section, 
summarize it here.) 

 
 
 



 

Summary Paragraph 
Using the sentence you wrote above, write a summary paragraph of the Overview article. Combine sentences 
and use transitions to add cohesion to your paragraph. It may not be necessary for you to include every 
sentence you wrote above.  
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9th Grade Persuasive Speech: Research Notes​ ​ ​    Point Article 
Name:_________________________________________ 

Reading Prompts 
1.​ Number the paragraphs. 
2.​ Circle key terms. 
3.​ Underline main ideas and claims. 
4.​ Highlight important evidence. (Research, experts that are quotes, facts, anecdotes, historical or current 

events.) 
5.​ Write in the margins for each chunk of the text. 

Reading & Reflection Questions 
What is the author’s main claim? 

 
 
 

 
Why? What is one reason the author uses to support his/her claim? 

 
 
 

 
Evidence: Write down 1-2 quotes from the text that the author uses to persuade the audience of his/her claim. 

 
 
 

 
Why? What is another reason the author uses to support his/her claim? 

 
 
 

 
Evidence: Write down 1-2 quotes from the text that the author uses to persuade the audience of his/her claim. 

 
 
 

 
Do you agree or disagree with the claim presented in this article? Why or why not?  

 
 



Academic Summary Paragraph​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Point Article 
Using the information you recorded on your notes, write a summary paragraph of the POINT article. Combine 
sentences and use transitions to add cohesion to your paragraph. It may not be necessary for you to include all 
the information you wrote above.  Use the BLUE reference sheet to assist you in writing an academic summary 
of the POINT article. Staple this notes/paragraph sheet to the annotated article. 
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9th Grade Persuasive Speech: Research Notes​ Counterpoint Article 

Name:______________________________________ 

Reading Prompts 
1.​ Number the paragraphs. 
2.​ Circle key terms. 
3.​ Underline main ideas and claims. 
4.​ Highlight important evidence. (Research, experts that are quotes, facts, anecdotes, historical or 

current events.) 
5.​ Write in the margins for each chunk of the text. 

Reading & Reflection Questions 
What is the author’s main claim? 

 
 

 
Why? What is one reason the author uses to support his/her claim? 

 
 
 

 
Evidence: Write down 1-2 quotes from the text that the author uses to persuade the audience of his/her claim. 

 
 
 

 
Why? What is another reason the author uses to support his/her claim? 

 
 
 

 
Evidence: Write down 1-2 quotes from the text that the author uses to persuade the audience of his/her claim. 

 
 
 

 
Do you agree or disagree with the claim presented in this article? Why or why not?  

 
 



Academic Summary Paragraph​ ​ ​ ​  Counterpoint Article 
Using the information you recorded on your notes, write a summary paragraph of the COUNTERPOINT article. 
Combine sentences and use transitions to add cohesion to your paragraph. It may not be necessary for you to 
include all the information you wrote above.  Use the BLUE reference sheet to assist you in writing an 
academic summary of the Counterpoint article. Staple this notes/paragraph sheet to the annotated article. 
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Academic Summary ParagraphWriting 
Use the information above the write a summary paragraph. Combine sentences and use transitions to add 
cohesion to your paragraph. 
 
Paragraph organization 

1.​ Use the topic sentence frame to write a topic sentence that expresses the main argument1 of the 
article. 

2.​ Example/Evidence - Paraphrase or quote one important reason the author uses to support the claim.  
3.​ Example/Evidence - Paraphrase or quote another important reason the author uses to support the 

claim. 
4.​ Example/Evidence - Paraphrase or quote another important reason the author uses to support the 

claim. 
5.​ Example/Evidence - Paraphrase or quote another important reason the author uses to support the 

claim. (optional) 
6.​ Use the conclusion sentence frame to write a final sentence that analyzes the tone and audience. 

  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
TOPIC SENTENCE FRAME 
 
_________________________ in the article, “__________________________________________________,”  
(Author, summary of credentials)                     ​      ​ ​            (title or article)   ​                  ​ ​
​  
 
claims/argues/asserts that __________________________________________________________________ 
         (circle one) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (author’s main argument1) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
CONCLUSION SENTENCE FRAME 
 
The author writes in _____________________tone2 for ___________________________________________              

(specific audience(s)) 
 
because ________________________________________________________________________________. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (call to action) 
​ ​ ​ ​  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 



1Argument = Topic + Claim  -- To find the claim, read the thesis of the article.  

 
2Tone = The author’s attitude conveyed in a piece of writing 

 

Example Summary Paragraph 
​ Michael Auerbach, in the article “Point: Thanksgiving Should Not Be a Time for Shopping,” claims Thanksgiving 

should focus on family instead of shopping, and stores should not be open on this holiday. The holiday began over a 100 

years ago when George Wasthington called on Americans to “reflect on that for which they should be grateful” and to help 

those in need. In 1863, Abraham Lincoln declared the day a National holiday, and now many Americans stay home from 

work and school for one or two days to be with family. Recently stores have started opening their doors on Thanksgiving 

to start Black Friday shopping early, and this takes “more than one million American workers away from their families 

during the holiday, predominantly affecting low-wage employees with little job security.” Additionally, the idea that 

American shoppers are going to get better “deals” on Thanksgiving is not actually true in most cases. The author writes in 

a disappointed tone for business owners in order to get them to keep their businesses closed on Thanksgiving and allow 

their employees to enjoy the day with family. 
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