
Command Words 

These are the words in a question that tell you what to do. They are very 

important and often the difference between misinterpreting the question and 

full marks! 

 



 

 

 

 



Typical/possible examples: 

Some command words are used more frequently than others. Some are mainly 

used in examined units, others mainly appear in the coursework tasks. 

Analyse Separate information into components and identify their 

characteristics. 

Annotate To provide notes of explanation. 

Old F216 Practice Qualitative Task Instructions 

 

Apply Put into effect in a recognised way. 

Assess Make an informed judgement. 

Calculate Generate a numerical answer, with working shown. (See the sections 

on calculations in this skills file for further guidance.) 

F211 January 2009 Question 1 a iii) 

 

 



Comment Present an informed opinion or infer points of interest relevant to 

the context of the question. 

F214 June 2010 Question 2 c ii) 

 

 

 



Compare Identify similarities (and differences if there are any). 

F212 January 2011 Question 3 a i) 

 

 

 

 



Complete Write the information required. 

F211 January 2010 Question 3 a) 

 

F211 June 2010 Question 5 c ) 

 

 



Consider Review and respond to information provided. 

Contrast Identify differences. 

Deduce Draw conclusions from information provided. 

Define Specify meaning of the word or term. 

F211 January 2011 Question 4 c i) 

 

Demonstrate Provide clear evidence. 

 



Describe Provide a detailed account (using diagrams/data from figures or 

tables where appropriate). The depth of the answer should be judged from the 

marks allocated for the question. 

F211 January 2009 Question 5 b ii) 

 

F215 January 2011 Question 1 d) 

 

 



Determine The quantity cannot be measured directly but can be obtained by 

calculation. A value can be obtained by following a specific procedure or 

substituting values into a formula. 

Discuss Give a detailed account that addresses a range of ideas and arguments. 

F212 Specimen Paper Question 4 d i) 

 

 

F215 January 2012 Question 4 b) 

 

 



Distinguish Recognise and identify difference(s). 

F215 January 2011 Question 1 c i) 

 

 

 



Draw Produce a diagram or to infer. 

F211 June 2010 Question 2 d i) 

 

 

F212 Specimen Paper Question 2 a i) 

 

 



Estimate Assign an approximate value. 

F216 Practice Quantitative Task Instructions 

 

Evaluate Judge from available evidence. 

F215 June 2011 Question 7 b ii) 

 

 



 



Examine Investigate closely. 

Explain Set out reasons or purposes using biological background. The depth of 

treatment should be judged from the marks allocated for the question. 

F211 January 2009 Question 2 b) 

 

F214 January 2012 Question 5 b i) 

 

 

 



Identify Recognise or select relevant characteristics. 

F211 January 2010 Question 5 c) 

 

F212 June 2011 Question 2 b ii) 

 

Illustrate Make clear by using examples or provide diagrams. 

Interpret Translate information provided. 

Justify Present a reasoned case. 

Label To indicate (by using a straight line). 

F216 Practice Qualitative Task Instructions  

 

 



List Provide a number of points with no elaboration. If you are asked for two 

points then give only two! 

F212 January 2012 Question 1 b ii) 

 

Measure Establish a value using a suitable measuring instrument. 

F216 Practice Quantitative Task Instructions 

 

 



Name To provide appropriate word(s) or term(s). 

F211 January 2009 Question 1 a i) 

 

F214 January 2010 Question 4 a i) and b) 

 

 

 



Outline Restrict the outline to essential detail only. 

F211 January 2009 Question  b) 

 

Plot Mark out points on a graph or illustrate by use of a suitable graph. 

Predict Suggest possible outcome(s). 

Recall Repeat knowledge from prior learning. 

Recognise To identify. 

Record Report or note. 

F216 Practice Quantitative Task Instructions 

 

Relate Make interconnections. 

Sketch Produce a simple, freehand drawing. A single clear sharp line should be 

used. In the context of a graph, the general shape of the curve would be 

sufficient. 

 



State Produce a concise answer with no supporting argument. 

F211 January 2009 Question 3 a i) 

 

F214 January 2010 Question 4 c iv) 

 

Suggest Apply your biological knowledge and understanding to a situation which 

you may not have covered in the specification. This is a very common command 

word in A Level Biology. 

F211 January 2009m Question 1 a ii) 

 

Summarise Present main points in outline only. 

 



Use Apply the information provided or apply prior learning. 

F211 January 2011 Question 6 c i) 

 

 

 



Sometimes more than one command word is used in a question. Marks are usually 

shared between the command words. 

e.g. F211 January 2010 Question 1 c ii) 

 

F211 January 2010 Question 5 b iii) 

 


