
I. Foreword 

I recommend going to “View” and setting “Text Width” to “Full”. 

 

Before you read this, the first thing I’d like to say is that I speak 

for myself and myself alone. This statement is my own, in my own 

defense, in my own words, and for myself only. It should not be 

used to judge others who were dragged into this situation or who 

have also been defamed for the apparently unforgivable crime of 

blocking or breaking mutuals with Ren/Byletri/Persephius. 

 

For the unaware, I’m Mila aka deathflare on ao3, @deathflares on 

twitter, @deathflare on bsky. I am a fic writer, a Brazilian queer 

woman of color, and someone who, through most of 2020 

through April 2023, when she passed, had a mother who had 

been in treatment for cancer. Notably, she had been in the ICU for 

weeks during the time most of the things that are described in 

this doc happened. Caring for her was nearly my 24/7 job at the 

time. 

 

As a brief summary: following a series of incidents that happened 

while I was on a nearly 3 month long complete hiatus during 

August 2022, I broke mutuals and blocked Ren on twitter for my 

own peace of mind in February 2023. Ever since then, he became 

convinced I was relentlessly spreading rumors about him to 

others in order to convince people to block him, and not only 

block evaded me by badgering a common mutual to DM me 

for him at the time, a time my terminally ill mother was still in 

https://bsky.app/profile/persephius.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/deathflare.bsky.social


the ICU, but has also continuously and knowingly lied about me in 

public to his thousands of followers in the years following.  

 

This document is my personal testimony and compilation of 

evidence regarding the above. It is not exhaustive, as I’ve had to 

type this in a single day since he decided to make everything 

public by directly posting about me and a few of my friends. 

II. Background 

Sorry, this will be long. But if you want to know the context 

behind the entire thing, I recommend you don’t skip this part. 

 

In August of 2022, I was one of the victims of a witch hunt 

spurred by Grace / Khione North aka @magpiebrain, which I will 

not hesitate to name—fuck you, by the way—in which she 

hijacked a conversation about racism and homophobia in the 

FFXIV fandom, started by Ren, to enact a personal vendetta 

against people she had abused in the past. 

 

She created a list of people that she claimed were “in cahoots” 

with Zimpo, who was the subject of Ren’s callout post. This list 

was in its near entirety composed of people of color and 

LGBTQAI+ folk, all people she had personally abused or otherwise 

had grudges against for what were at the time nearly three year 

old incidents, and all of which have had her blocked in every 

platform since then.  

 

https://bsky.app/profile/magpiebrain.bsky.social


This list was posted, pinned by a moderator of the 400+ member 

server, and the people in it were defamed and encouraged to be 

unfollowed, blocked, and have their names spread to others as 

dangerous people to interact with. In fact, if you’d like to know 

exactly how it happened, here’s a backup of the specific channel 

it happened on that server. You can extract this and click on the 

.html file to read the entire log and see exactly how it went down. 

For reference, the creator of the list is “High-Strung Historian”.  

 

Needless to say, the accusations were lies. At that point in time, I 

had been on a two month long hiatus, one I was taking to care for 

my mother, in which I hadn’t tweeted or logged into FFXIV at all. I 

had no involvement in what happened, and was forced to return 

to defend myself against those accusations. My thread about it is 

still up on twitter, or you can read it here if you don’t have an 

account. 

 

Eventually, I DM’d Ren directly about it, linking to a nearly 80 

page long doc with screenshots and multiple testimonies of 

people who had been abused by the author of that list. I have no 

qualms about sharing our full DM history, so you can go ahead 

and read it below, or click here to see it as an album: 

 

https://files.catbox.moe/42o0mm.rar
https://files.catbox.moe/42o0mm.rar
https://x.com/deathflares/status/1558457710802337793
https://x.com/deathflares/status/1558457710802337793
https://imgur.com/a/fCzJFVM
https://imgur.com/a/d1jt33f


     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     

 

Though my name was eventually “cleared”, I cannot deny I found 

myself dissatisfied with the lack of naming of the perpetrator, as 

well as how those of us who were wrongfully accused were 

frequently told to stay silent, “stop centering ourselves”, and be 

grateful we even had our names oh so charitably cleared at all. 

 

I did not voice such concerns back then other than in private 

conversations with a couple of very intimate friends, because I 

was exhausted, emotionally worn out, and frankly, terrified. I 

didn’t feel like I could speak freely because I was afraid that 

anything that came across as a “demand”, “centering myself”, or 

anything of the sort would earn me more hostility and scrutiny. I 



had to take a new doc that was mostly about Ren's own feelings 

and how much “having to do that” harmed his health, despite the 

fact that I could have just dropped the doc myself, as at the time I 

had permission from all people involved (I no longer do, as I have 

no contact with essentially all of the involved), nor did he have to 

spend any time hunting for the evidence because I had offered it 

to him—and still, I had better be grateful he had done anything at 

all. 

 

That day, people had been searching through my tweets for any 

evidence that I was in fact guilty, scrutinizing my every mutual 

and every interaction, and being far more concerned with either 

proving that their witch hunt was justified because I was in fact a 

horrible person, or with absolving themselves of any guilt for 

their participation in it by DMing me for personal forgiveness 

and/or making public tweets about how “the situation got out of 

hand but people had good intentions”. That there was never to be 

any harm done because it was “just” a DNI list and not an 

encouragement to harassment, as if defaming someone’s 

reputation in a space they could not see or defend themselves, to 

an audience of hundreds of people, was a well-intentioned action. 

 

I am not new to fandom spaces, as someone who has been 

involved in them for more than a decade now. I’ve experienced 

harassment, I’ve had private conversations leaked by people with 

personal vendettas against me, all before I ever started 

interacting with XIV twitter. Still, the scale of this situation, the 

fact I had not even been online for two months before it 



happened, the way it was resolved, as well as the point in my life 

where it happened left me with a few scars. It was not an incident 

I wanted to be reminded of, and I still want nothing more than to 

leave it the past forever, even if the hurt still remains in the back 

of my mind.  

III. The actual blocking 

In February 2023, after a long time of pondering it, I decided to 

block Ren. My main reason behind doing this was that I no longer 

wanted to see anything about that 2022 incident that wasn’t on 

my own terms (i.e. me bringing it up myself if I felt like it), and 

the fact I already pretty much kept mutuals with Ren only out of 

fear of retaliation if I were to break it, because I was not and had 

never been close to him.  

 

Eventually I decided to bite the bullet and just do it, because my 

mental health was already at the lowest it had ever been—my 

mother was terminal and she would die less than 2 months after 

this, on April 1st—and I didn’t need an online fandom space to 

further worsen it. I had hoped I was wrong about him and Ren 

wouldn’t take a single block so utterly personally. 

 

I was dreadfully wrong.  

 

Following this single criminal act of blocking him, Ren proceeded 

to post extremely long-winded threads about how I, among 

others, were “clearly spreading rumors about him”, telling others 



to block him, saying he was “starting shit again”, among others. 

You’re welcome to read it for yourself: 

 

 

 

 

https://imgur.com/a/YsBe2Wd


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

First, I want to address all the claims Ren made about me, 

specifically, in these tweets. 

●​ He claims I continued to follow three people who were active 

participants in the abuse he described in his original post. 

While now, near four years later, I barely even remember if 

that was still true at that point—nor do I find it reasonable to 

take “didn’t break the mutual immediately” as endorsement 

of a person’s actions, especially in a fandom like XIV, where 

people take unfollowing/blocking very personally and often 

retaliate in response, as Ren aptly demonstrates—I haven’t 

spoken to any of the people mentioned in years. 



●​ He says “deathflare showed clear signs of not wanting to believe Aulani was responsible for the 

abuse of some of the victims”. That is an intentional, bad faith distortion of what I actually said, 

which I had no problem displaying above and will show here again.  

●​ He claims he “cleared our names” at my request. I never needed him to so charitably do so, as I 

had an 80 page long doc ready to go on the perpetrator of the lies. We could, at any moment, 

just have dropped that doc and let her burn. I contacted Ren first out of respect and because I 

wanted to avoid the capital crime of “centering ourselves”—god forbid we speak about our own 

abuse—and it was his choice to not make that document public, since, again, the people 

whose testimonies were included in it at the time were willing to have it made public.  

 

●​ He claims multiple times that I’m “spreading malicious 

rumors about him”, with zero evidence, because he cannot 

fathom that I would want to block him for no other reason 

than being constantly reminded of a source of trauma while 

my mother was dying was having a detrimental effect on my 

health, or that other people would want to block him simply 

due to the fact they find him a deeply unlikeable person. In 

the last tweet, he specifically mentions asamino as evidence 

that “deathflares is clearly spreading rumors about me”—a 

tweet he made as I was literally writing my reply to 

the person he badgered into block evading, again, 

while my mother was in the fucking ICU. This particular 

instance is so blatantly and easily proven untrue by the fact 

another of the people he slanders in that thread, Lady J, 

directly DM’d asamino to talk about this, which you can see 

for yourself: 



     

(For clarification, I believe the post mentioned here—which was posted to my 

circles of a dozen people at best—was me personally venting about finally 

blocking him for my own peace because I didn’t want to be reminded of the 

incident anymore. If that’s “spreading malicious rumours about him” then 

sue me. Either way, here’s said person directly saying no one told her to do 

anything. Unfathomable, perhaps, but sometimes people just find you deeply 

unpleasant.) 

IV. Block evading lol 

Alas, not satisfied with his several dozen tweets rant slandering 

every victim of Khione’s witch hunt, Ren proceeded to repeatedly 

badger a mutual to DM me directly to relay a message from him 

in order to block evade me, again, while my terminally ill 



mother was in the ICU. My mother being ill and me essentially 

living in the hospital by that point was common knowledge for 

anyone who followed me at the time, as I was pretty outspoken 

about it. You can read the block evade for yourself, as I have no 

qualms sharing it: 

 
 

 

https://imgur.com/a/block-evading-omegalul-SCBc9L5


 

 

 



 

 

 

The person who was badgered to serve as a messenger stopped 

relaying Ren’s messages after this, in spite of his insistence that 

they continue to do so—in fact, Ren wanted them to send me 

an entire google doc as a response to my final reply, and 

only relented after the person denied him multiple times. 



 

V. June 3rd, 2026 

In spite of this, today Ren has decided, fully aware that he was 

lying, to claim he had “exactly one question” about “why I was 

spreading these rumors” (again, source needed) in “exactly one 

interaction”.  

Ren. Ren. You sent me and the person you badgered several 

paragraphs, and after I replied in what was honestly more 



respect than you ever deserved, you still wanted them to send me 

another reply. An entire google doc of a reply. Fully aware of 

my circumstances, of my mother’s situation, and after I had 

explicitly told you I blocked you for my peace of mind and just 

wanted to be left alone because, again, my mother was dying. 

And while we’re at it, here’s the direct reaction of the person you 

pressured into block evading towards your post: 

 

 

I don’t need to “spin” anything, Ren. Everything I am posting here 

is screenshots of things that were actually said. You were trying 

desperately to get ahead and distort my words, because you know 

you’re in the wrong.  



And please, my harassment? Mine? My “defence of outed 

abusers?” Employing DARVO? I’m reversing victim and offender 

because I blocked you, like you did nothing in retaliation to me 

after that? Like you didn’t post that entire thread slandering 

multiple people who were victims of Khione’s witch hunt, like you 

didn’t baselessly accuse me of spreading malicious rumors based 

on what evidence?  

I’ve posted literal proof that asamino, the person who softblocked 

you and who you claim “made clear deathflares is spreading 

malicious rumors about me” did so because she was already tired 

of seeing you on your timeline. After three years, do you still 

not realize how incredibly creepy it is that you use follow 

and block trackers to keep tabs on everyone who commits 

the horrendous crime of deciding they no longer want to 

interact with you? 

Oh, but you’re still going, aren’t you? Let’s go one by one: 

 

 

I sent you a big long document self-victimising and lying? I typed 

my reply to you from the side of my mother’s ICU bed, and you 

now decided to post that reply to your followers—as if what I 



wrote makes you look good in any way. Also, please—you 

privately confronted me? You badgered someone else to block 

evade me because I had already blocked you. You make a 

habit of twisting the truth to make yourself look like the always 

reasonable, perpetually victimized party, while intentionally 

omitting the full truth of what you did. 

 

Then you claim I was spreading “malicious lies” with Kai, who 

according to you was “soon exposed for being a notorious 

attacker”—meaning he hadn’t been yet unless you expect me to 

read the future, the fact I haven’t spoken to Kai since all that went 

down aside—along with an alleged screenshot of me calling your 

harassment complaint “not a real problem” and calling you a 

psycho—a screenshot I am extremely confused about, seeing as I 

didn’t tweet anything on February 1st? I’ve scoured all my tweets 

from that date, and I still can’t find a single thing. I’m sure you’ll 

claim I just panicked seeing it and went back and deleted all my 

tweets from that date, which, sure, you’ll believe what you want 

and twist the truth to fit whatever paints you as a harmless victim. 

I, personally, am more inclined to believe that you—or more 

precisely, whoever sent you that, because I sure never put you in 

my circles—doctored those screenshots (do note the difference in 

text size on my last reply and compare to other twitter 

screenshots—that is not what a highlighted reply looks like). 

 



 
 

the alleged screenshot of my circles 

 

I did talk about you my circles—which, again, by that point had a 

dozen mutuals in it—after I blocked you on February 4th (since 

you claim it was after I blocked you that I started my “rumors”) 

and learned you had made that absurdly long twitter thread about 

how I was “spreading malicious rumors”. But on February 1st? I 

was literally, once again, in the ICU. So, again—did I start 

spreading “malicious rumors” before or after I blocked you? And if 

it was AFTER, as you've repeatedly claimed, then why is that 

suspect screenshot dated three days before? 

 

But frankly, even if you or one of your syncophants didn’t doctor 

these screenshots, I’ll preemptively stand by whatever I 

supposedly said—because it still doesn’t negate your extensive 



lies and your utter disregard for anyone’s wellbeing but your own. 

If I posted this, I am certain I was not referring to the harassment 

you did receive—I’ve never negated it, nor do I think, even today, 

that you deserved it or that it wasn’t “a real problem”—but rather 

the fact that you would hijack every FFXIV fandom issue of the 

day, no matter how minor or serious, to bring that issue back to 

you and what you went through, because you cannot seem to 

stand not being the center of attention for a single prolonged 

period of time. So much for someone who was so vehemently 

against any victims “centering themselves” in their own abuse.  

 

Oh, but I will correct one thing—you’re not a psychopath, you’re a 

raging narcissist. Sorry about the inaccuracy.  

 

That said, you do seem aware of the possibility of doctored 

screenshots, don’t you? After all, after you received my reply 

through the person you used to block evade, you proceeded to 

post this: 

 



 



 

Oh, but let’s address the claim that I “called people coming out 

about abuse a ‘witch hunt’”. Ren, genuinely, can you read?  

 

I’m talking about myself. I’m talking about the witch hunt I was 

submitted to with that list. Every single time I’ve used the word 

witch hunt, I’ve been referring to my own experience, and the 

serial abuser I’m referring to is the creator of that list. Is it that 

hard for you to fathom that not everything I talk about is about 

you? 

 

Ah, but since we’re in the subject of your ramblings of today, let’s 

look at your first post of today, in which you decided to—once 

again—block evade (or have one of your sycophants do it, or 

maybe one of many alt accounts) to specifically keep tabs on me 

and others, in posts you couldn’t even find by searching your own 

name: 

 



 

 

Sucks to be vagued, doesn’t it? I guess it’s not okay when it’s not 

you doing it? Why don’t we look back at the things I’ve now 

learned you’ve been saying, across years, about a mysterious 

person who was “exposed for spreading malicious rumours” in 

February 2023?  

 



 
 

 

Don’t come at me acting like you have at any point left me alone. 

I can’t stand you, but at least I had the decency to not be posting 

screenshots of your vagues in my public account. You, 

meanwhile, have had no qualms continuing to make gradually 

escalating accusations—you believe that someone sending me the 

thread of false accusations you wrote about me in your circles 

was doxxing you?—in order to make them fit your narrative. You, 

who happens to have nearly four times the amount of followers I 

do.  



 

You love to paint us speaking about our experiences with you as 

pushback for the original doc you dropped in 2022, and not 

about how relentlessly harassed the people who were wrongfully 

put in that “list” were for daring to speak about how the situation 

hurt us because that meant we were "centering ourselves", about 

your refusal to name the perpetrator of said list, and about your 

absolutely deranged reaction to being blocked by people who just 

didn't want to deal with you anymore. 

 

You always, always twist the truth in order to fit your narrative, no 

matter how minor the issue is. You claim to be a champion and 

supporter of “all kinds of wolgraha”, like you didn’t in the past 

purposefully misrepresent the ratio of M/M and F/M fics on the 

wolgraha tag on ao3 in order to paint M/M wolgraha as so 

drastically oppressed—and then made no correction once you 

were proven wrong. 



  

 

And then today you used the above interaction to say that “this 

began when I microaggressed you”... by pointing out stats you 

posted were wrong? This all started, in your mind, when you took 

this as a microaggression against you instead of literally just 

correcting inaccurate information? This is the source of your 

resentment? Is there nothing you won’t twist?  

 

I’ve been suspicious that your hatred for me began with that 

interaction, but having confirmation is as baffling as it is, frankly, 

unsurprising. God forbid someone—especially a woman—puts a 

dent on the narratives you want to paint. 



 

 

 

You’re tired, Ren? Well, I guess for once that’s something we 

share. 

 

Every single person you’ve claimed harmed you for no other 

reason other than pure bigotry has always, coincidentally, been a 

woman or AFAB nonbinary person.  I know for a fact you’ve had 

short lived friendships with women that always end up blowing up 

once the women in question do something to “wrong” you—the 

main reason often being they’re simply not grateful enough to all 



you’ve done for them. God forbid these women don’t know their 

place, right?  

 

I’ll be limiting this doc to my experience, but at this point, your 

history of misogyny and/or thinly-veiled aggression towards 

female wolgraha shippers is an open secret that’s talked about in 

hushed tones because every single person who’s been harmed by 

you lives in constant fear of being the next target of you and the 

mob that believes every twisted story that comes out of your 

mouth. I can only hope one day they’ll feel strong enough to 

share their own stories, but it is not my place to speak for them. 

 

I’m tired. I’m done. I’ve said my piece, and I’m done ever 

acknowledging you exist again. I truly hope one day you become 

a person capable of reflecting on their own actions honestly, but 

after all of this, I'm not holding my breath. 
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