
 
Письменная работа 11 класс        I этап           Минск  2023             120 мин            
I. Open the brackets using the verbs in the right form (20 points) 
Since I was a child who stood in my grandmother’s kitchen sniffing the delicious smell of freshly baked 
bread and homemade soups, I 1)_______have known________(know) there is only one thing I want to do 
in life: cook. So, when I 2)_______spotted________(spot) an advert on a website inviting young people to 
apply for a TV cooking competition, there was little doubt I 3)_______would be_______(be) first in line to 
take part. I thought ‘This could be the beginning of my cooking career!’ 
The application process was far from straightforward, as I soon 4)_______discovered_________(discover). 
First, I had 5)_______to fill_______(fill) in a lengthy form, detailing everything from how I 
6)_______became________(become) interested in cooking, to things like what I 
7)_______hoped_______(hope) to get out of being part of the show. Once I 8)_____had got / got____(get) 
through that stage of the process, the next step was to cook a test dish for the show’s judges: scary but 
exciting, too. If that was good enough, I 9)________would be invited_________(invite) to take part in the 
four-week televised competition.  
Until I had to create a test dish, I 10)_______had been_______(be) pretty positive about my cooking 
ability. But suddenly I 11)_______found_______(find) myself up against 11 other young people who 
12)________had been cooking________(cook) for longer. Some of them 13)_________had even had / 
even had____(even / have) part-time jobs as waiters. As I 14)_______was standing / 
stood________(stand) at my counter in the test kitchen, ready to start cooking, I remembered my 
grandmother’s advice: ‘Stick to what you know best’. 
The judges 15)_______tasted_______(taste) each test dish and 16)_______sent_______(send) us all home. 
Then the wait 17)_______began________(begin). I wondered if I 18)______had made / would 
make________(make) it to the televised competition. Eventually, the phone call 
19)_______came_______(come). They said I 20)_______would be_______(be) in the first live programme 
of the series the following week!  
 
II. Insert articles or prepositions (put ‘-’ if you think there should be nothing in the gap) (20 points)  
Balamurali Ambati was clearly very talented as 21)____a____ boy, studied hard at school and did well. 
Along 22)____with____ his older brother, he co-authored 23)____a____ medical manual aged just 11 
aimed 24)____at____ would-be doctors. It was already obvious what he wanted to become – 
25)____a____ doctor, and so he worked hard on achieving his dream. He graduated 26)____from____ 
New York University when he was 13, began 27)____-____ medical school when he was 14, attending 
28)____the____ Mount Sinai School of Medicine, also in New York. Being very tall, he didn’t stand 
29)____out____ as being different, and so 30)____-____ people assumed he was 31)____the____ same 
age as 32)____the____ other students on his course. He graduated aged just 17, becoming 33)____the____ 
world’s youngest doctor, 34)____a____ record which he still holds. And, 35)____-____ these days, Ambati 
is now 36)____-____ Professor of Neurobiology at 37)____the____ University of Utah, and works as 
38)____a____ volunteer with 39)____the____ ORBIS Flying Eye Hospital, teaching in developing nations 
40)____across / around_____ the globe. 
 
III. Insert only one word in each gap (20 points)  
The film versions of Tolkien's trilogy have widened his readership even further. But 41)_____why_____ 
does the book have this phenomenal reputation? A story for all time first published in 1954, J.R.R.Tolkien's 
The Lord of the Rings tells the story of 42)_____how_____ the most powerful object in the universe, the 
One Ring, falls into the 43)_____hands_____ of Frodo Baggins, a young human-like creature. Frodo must 
then begin a long and dangerous journey to take the Ring to the only place 44)_____where_____ it can be 
destroyed forever. The book has 45)_____been_____ translated into 25 languages and has sold nearly a 
46)_____hundred______ million copies. People regularly name it 47)_____as_____ their favorite book – 
but 48)_____what_____ can explain its enduring popularity? Of course, The Lord of the Rings offers 
readers a complete fantasy world with 49)_____its_____ own geography and language, but the story 
50)_____is_____ also based on timeless themes and characters that reoccur through all literature. Many 
popular stories involve an outsider 51)_____who_____ is taken from his ordinary life and sent on a quest 
through 52)_____good_____ and evil. 
During the quest, he starts to understand himself better. In this way, the book echoes 53)_____some_____ 
of the oldest stories in Europe – the King Arthur myths. In these, the humble peasant Perceval is the 
54)_____only_____ one of Arthur's knights brave and pure 55)_____enough______ to find the Holy Grail, 



the cup that Jesus once 56)_____drank_____ from. After a dangerous quest of many years, he finally 
achieves peace and satisfaction. The vast armies in The Lord of the Rings also echo John Milton's Paradise 
Lost (1667) – in 57)_____which_____ the main characters are God and the Devil. Many critics now 
58)_____look_____ back on The Lord of the Rings as an allegory of the two World Wars 
59)_____when_____ brave countries defended themselves against fascist dictators and their armies. The 
book 60)_____has_____ also helped to shape other, more modern myths.  
 
IV. Choose the right variant (10 points) 
I saw Polar Bear with my whole family and I was impressed by how it managed to 61)___A___ across 
some quite complicated information in a 62)___D___ that even my sister, who’s a few years younger than 
me, could understand. I didn’t feel 63)___D___ down to, either, like I sometimes do: some documentaries 
64)___D___ only the most basic facts about an issue and you’re often left with lots of unanswered 
questions. Polar Bear 65)___D___ the subject of global warming in a fascinating way. A polar bear was 
66)___C___ for a year and we saw its 67)___B___ through its own eyes, observing how it tried to adapt to 
new challenges and seeing first-hand the 68)___C___ on its life that melting ice is having. I felt more 
determined than ever to get 69)___C___ in raising awareness about these issues, and I 70)___C___ up to a 
local environmental group for young people straightaway. 
 
61)    A) get               B) put               C) give               D) fall 
62)    A) means          B) mode           C) method          D) way 
63)    A) said              B) told              C) spoken          D) talked 
64)    A) propose        B) produce       C) provoke         D) provide 
65)    A) reached        B) entered         C) viewed          D) approached 
66)    A) tricked         B) trumped        C) tracked          D) trammed  
67)    A) lodging        B) habitat          C) residence       D) accommodation   
68)    A) impulse        B) harm            C) impact           D) damage 
69)    A) appealed       B) inspired       C) involved        D) obliged   
70)    A) joined           B) attached       C) signed         D) enrolled   
 
V. Derive new words from those given in capitals and fill in the gaps (10 points)  
Bernie was in hospital. His wife said he collapsed when he got home. The doctors diagnosed a stroke. Alex 
was so 71)________horrified_______(HORROR) that the Prague conference, and the large number of 
protestors expected to turn up there, was the last thing on her mind.  
Bernie Cook and his wife Laura had been like parents to Alex since she arrived in London from Australia 
four years ago. ‘Aren’t you a bit old to be a 72)_______trainee________(TRAIN)?’ was the first of many 
questions Bernie asked. Alex explained that 73)________journalism________(JOURNAL) wasn’t her first 
career choice. She tried her hand at accounting, but found her office job was torture. Her three-year 
communications degree was far more satisfying, but left her 74)________penniless________(PENNY) at 
age 28.  
Anyone overhearing Alex and Bernie talking would never think there was a 30-year age 
75)________difference________(DIFFER). Bernie’s passion for political debate kept Alex 
76)________enthralled________(THRALL) for hours. Seeing him lying there 
77)________unconscious_________(CONSCIOUS), so still and frail, was a shock to Alex. Laura looked 
visibly withered, leaning over Bernie’s face as if 78)________frightened________(FRIGHT) she might 
miss something if she glanced away. She barely looked up long enough to give Bernie’s iPad to Alex so she 
could study his notes for the 79)________assignment_________(ASSIGN). 
Alex pretended to feel 80)________confident________(CONFIDE) as she hurried across Charles Bridge 
towards the conference venue – Prague Castle. 
                                                                                                                                         TOTAL: 80 points 
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