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ANC 4C Protest Petition
ABCA — 127912 / Bloom @ North / Medical Cannabis Realtor / 827 Upshur Street, NW

Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration
2000 14™ Street, NW,

4™ Floor

Suite 400 South

Washington, DC

20009

July 1, 2024
ATTN: ABCA

On behalf of Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 4C in Washington, DC, we
hereby submit this protest petition against the medical cannabis retailer license
application from Mr. Tony Bullock/Bloom @ North LLC (ABCA-127912). Our protest
is based on the following grounds:

1. The effect of the establishment on peace, order, and quiet, including the noise
and litter provisions set forth in § 25-313 §§ 25-725 and 25-726:
Unfortunately, Mr. Bullock/Bloom @ North LLC has demonstrated a lack of
responsible management at his current establishment, allowing open
consumption of alcohol and congregation outside his bar Entitlement Lounge
located at 829 Upshur Street NW. This behavior violates DC regulations and
negatively impacts the peace, order, and quiet of our neighborhood. We are
concerned that this same disregard for regulations may extend to the operation
of' a medical cannabis dispensary, potentially leading to similar issues with
cannabis consumption and congregation of customers outside his business which
blocks the sidewalk for pedestrians and impedes foot traffic to adjacent businesses
(see appendix A for photos).

In addition, Mr. Bullock does not have prior experience owning and running a
cannabis business. The operation of a medical cannabis dispensary requires
specialized knowledge of cannabis products, dosing, regulations as well as
safety and security considerations. His lack of experience in this field, in
combination with the above violations, raises concerns about his ability to
responsibly and safely manage a medical cannabis retail operation and comply
with the strict regulations governing such establishments.

Mr. Bullock/Bloom (@ North LLC has also demonstrated a disregard for
proper waste management at his current establishment Entitlement Lounge
located at 829 Upshur Street NW, allowing his trash receptacles to overflow
and at times disposing of waste in neighboring business’ trash cans (see


http://www.anc4c.org
mailto:4C@anc.dc.gov

appendix B for photos and records of correspondence). Trash overflow and
the resulting unsightliness, public health impacts as well as issues with rodents
and pests is a persistent issue in the area and we are concerned that this
disregard for existing waste disposal regulations may extend to the operation
of a medical cannabis dispensary under his ownership, potentially leading to
escalating waste overflow and the resulting impacts.

2. An overconcentration of cultivation centers, dispensaries, or testing laboratories in the
affected ward (DCMR 22-C5109):
The address that Bloom @ North is applying to open a medical cannabis retailer (827 Upshur
Street NW) is directly adjacent to a preexisting cannabis business, Cannabis Karma, located at
825 Upshur Street NW. This preexisting business has been in operation since 2016 and is
respected by neighbors and well-liked by customers as evidenced by the number of neighbor
signatories to her own protest petition. As per new regulations, Cannabis Karma submitted their
medical cannabis retailer license application (as an equity applicant) on April 24" (see appendix
C) and is awaiting approval.

3. The potential adverse impact of the proposed location to the neighborhood (DCMR
22-C5109):
As stated above, we are concerned that, given the history of misuse of public space and
improper trash/waste disposal at Mr. Bullock/Bloom @ North LLC’s other business
(Entitlement Lounge) makes us concerned that these same issues would plague any cannabis
business they open, having a negative impact on the neighborhood.

In addition, the location that Bloom (@ North has proposed to open (827 Upshur Street) is
adjacent to Cannabis Karma, a preexisting, successful, Black women owned and run cannabis
shop currently in the process of obtaining their medical cannabis retailer license. If Bloom @
North opens a medical cannabis retailer at 827 Upshur Street it may result in the forced closure
of Cannabis Karma given § 7-1671.06 (g-1)(1) “No retailer license shall be issued for a facility
that is located within 400 feet from another facility operating under a retailer license.” As
evidenced by Cannabis Karma’s own protest petition, which garnered over 40 signatures from
neighbors, as well as their positive reputation among customers, the fact that our Commission
has never received a complaint about their business (rare for a cannabis shop in DC) and their
positive engagement with community events like Art All Night and Celebrate Petworth, the
forced closure of Cannabis Karma as a result of a new, inexperienced cannabis seller opening
next door would be a loss to our community and the Upshur business corridor. As a
Commission we are deeply invested in helping the Upshur business district to thrive and it is not
beneficial to the block to see one store front open just to have another forced to close. We are
not enthusiastic about the idea of swapping one empty storefront for another. We encourage
Bloom @ North to explore other locations for their cannabis retailer and stand up a different
classification of business at 827 Upshur Street that would add unique value to Upshur Street in
the spirit of seeing the Upshur business district collectively thrive and provide a diversity of
commercial options for residents of 4C and greater Petworth.

We believe these factors make the application from Mr. Bullock/Bloom @ North inappropriate for
approval under the standards outlined in § 25-313 and § 7-1671.06. ANC 4C requests that ABCA
carefully consider these objections when evaluating the application from Mr. Bullock/Bloom @ North for
a medical cannabis retailer license at 827 Upshur Street NW.



Our designated representative for all hearings related to this protest is: Casey Carter Swegman (4CO1,
301-785-0881, 4C0l@anc.dc.gov).

We look forward to participating in the protest process and providing further information as needed. Please
inform us of any scheduled hearings or mediation sessions related to this matter.

Sincerely,
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4C

Commissioner Livingston, Chair, 4C06 Commissioner Alexander, Vice Chair, 4c04

Casey Carter Swegman, 4C01, 4C01@anc.dc.gov
Dr. Antoine Kirby (Secretary), 4C02, 4C02@anc.dc.gov

Thomas Defranco, (Treasurer) 4C03, 4C03@anc.dc.gov
Daniel Alexander (Vice Chair), 4C04, 4C04(@anc.dc.gov
Brittany Kademian, 4C05, 4C05S@anc.dc.gov

Karen Livingston (Chair), 4C06, 4C06(@anc.dc.gov

Eric Heller, 4C07, 4C07@anc.dc.gov
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