
Hello California midwives, student midwives, and midwife supporters,  
 
We need your help to advocate for midwifery! During this Spring, Off the Hill Advocacy Months( We will 
engage our members of Congress for the months of April and continue through May)we’ll be pushing for 
national funding for midwifery education (CNM, CPM/LM, and CM). If you’re like me, you know how hard 
it is to find and hire midwives for your busy practice. But the fact is we can only grow our midwifery 
workforce by increasing education funding for midwives. If next week doesn’t work for you, that’s OK! 
Please do take the time to call, write, or schedule meetings with your federal representatives at any time 
that works for you. The important thing is that you make your voice heard. 

Due to the pandemic, our Members of Congress and their staff have become more accessible through 
virtual meetings. Engagement with legislators now is crucial to educate about midwifery and to establish 
us as expert resources to the office on midwifery and more broadly healthcare.  

 

What is "Off the Hill" Advocacy? 

This April will be our 12th Off the Hill Advocacy Week! We have decided to extend our efforts with 
intentions of extending impact. Off the Hill advocacy efforts began in May 2018. Three times a year, 
coinciding with Georgetown's On the Hill day, midwives and midwifery students organize visits to the local 
offices of their federal legislators. These efforts empower midwives and student midwives around the 
country to be politically savvy through advocacy skills and allow them to lead in policy and politics.   

This Off the Hill Week, we are so excited to be advocating for the Maximizing Optimal Maternity Services 
(MOMs) Act, a bill that would secure permanent funding for midwifery education (CNM, CM and CPM) 
programs.  

What is Virtual Off the Hill? 

As appointments cannot be made in person, we encourage you to reach out to your Member of Congress’ 
office and ask to set up a zoom meeting.  

The issue of provider shortages and the need to build up the midwifery and healthcare workforce is 
especially important now. Now is the time to make some noise for this bill! 

●​ If you don't know who they are, check out these links to find your Representative and your 
Senators.  

●​ Encourage other midwives and student midwives from your affiliate or school to go with you! 
There's power in numbers and it makes it a lot less intimidating to have others with you.  Zoom 
makes it especially easy to meet even if you are not all together!  

●​ To sign up to participate in Off the Hill Week please fill out this spreadsheet with your name and 
email and information about your visit 
 

Get prepared for your visit 

https://www.votervoice.net/ACNM/Campaigns/68049/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/ACNM/Campaigns/68049/Respond
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sDaHWWDDZ8CjP0wc9vlKCpOeO8uiu40C1aLoJQMGGGI/edit?usp=sharing


●​ Check out our meeting “How to Guide/Talking Points” for all the information you need for your 
visit! 

●​ The Off the Hill Prep Folder contains videos, talking points, and much more to prepare for your 
visit including a pre-recorded zoom session with information on the bill and a Mock Visit. Check it 
out! Please note that bill information will be updated as things change.  

 
In solidarity,  
 
Charlette Withers, MSN CNM 
California National Government Affairs Representative 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10USrTX4Q3NTVWsFPCU7e0Ku3TL8Y9TUmtddaIHE3kZc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uONRjNwcSTDeElMz1Q77PCgUWh9bx99Z?usp=sharing

