Evaluating Social Media Response in the Wake of Tragedy
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Assumptions

Factual Basis (if any)

Faulty Logic (if any)

| think | would feel more comfortable if all gun owners were part

muewe—wn  of "a well-regulated militia." Imagine if owning a gun
automatically made you a part of the standing army or had to
Jjoin to own a gun. Hmmmmm.
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Average number of people Average number of people
killed in mass shootings killed in mass shootings
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Save Lives.
Keep civilians armed.
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DIDN’T USE A GUN.
B

* KILLED 168 INNOCENT PEOPLE.
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@ * | *INJURED OVER 680 INNOCENT PEOPLE.

*YOU CAN STILL BUY FERTILIZER.
*YOU CAN STILL BUY RACING FUEL.
*YOU CAN STILL RENT BOX TRUCKS.

GUNSARE NOT THE PROBLEM.

SHARE IF YOU AGREE

A Chinese school was also attacked Friday by a spree killer - but, he
WS only had a knife Guns are controlled. None dead.

cbc.ca/news/world/sto...
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Drugs are illegal in the US. Does that matter to any criminals that
take/sell them? No. Taking guns away from honest citizens while

letting criminals have the is stupid. Because the criminals don't
care if it is illegal.
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added a new photo.
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5 10 people like this.

shared photo.

On his inauguration, President Obama
will be protected by the Secret Service,
11,500 soldiers and 4,000 police officers.

\ They have armor and automatic weapons.
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No one is assigned

to protect my family.
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likes this.
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Instead of advocating a side on the issue of guns, some people chose to call for other action.

B 'm going to say this, and if you don't agree with me, just keep your
opinion to yourself.. Yesterday's shooting was a horrible tragedy, and
this is a time of mourning for the victims and their families. Whether
you are for gun control or against it, for the next few days try to
suppress your need for drama and debate, and show some respect
for these grieving families. This is a time when we all need to come
together, and just show these people that we care about them, and
are thinking of and praying for them. Don't politicize this.

Like - Comment - Share - 23 hours ago via mobile - 1%

What does this poster say people should be doing in the wake of events?

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain.

Does the act of inaction itself constitute a “politicized” response? Explain.



Additionally, some people reposted statements from others including this one from actor Morgan Freeman.

15 Dec
~ Couldn't have said it better than Morgan Freeman. #newtown
pic.twitter.com,
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MIORGAN FREEMAN ON THE SHOOTINGS YESTERDAY:

“Yau want to knaw why. This may saund cynical, but
FuEre's wiliny.

It's because of the way the media reports it. Flip on the
news and watch how we treat the Batman theater
shoober and the Oregon mall shoater like celebrities.
Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris are household names, but
do you know the name of a single victim of Columbine?
Disturbed people who would otherwise just off
themselves in their basements $ee the news and want
to tog it by doing something worse, and going cut in a
mirmorable way, Why a grage school? Why children?
Because he'll be remembered as a horrible monster,
instead of a sad nobody.

ONN's article says that if the body count “holds up®,
this will rank as the second deadliest shooting behind
Virginia Tech, as if statistics somehow make one
shooting worse than another. Then they past a video
Interview of third-graders for all the detalls of what
they aaw and heard while the shaatings wene
hap-peninp. Fox News has plastersd the Riller's face on
all their reports for hours. Any articles or nows stories
yit that focus on the wictims and ignare the killer's
identity? None that I've seen yet. Because they don't
sell. So congratulations, sensationalist media, you've
just kit the fire for someone to top this and knock off a
day care center o a maternity ward next.

You can help by m!“iﬂg you ever read this man's
name, and remembering the name of at least one
wictimi. You can help by donating to mental health
research instead of painting to gun contral as the
prablem.”

Do a Google News search for “Morgan Freeman Newtown.” What do you discover? What do think causes some people to post such things? Can
you find other examples that are similar?



Connection
What do you think the role of social media should be following such events?

Do you think that people should be held responsible for the accuracy and logic of what they post online? Explain.

What did you learn by doing this activity that could be applied to your own actions as an individual?



