
Foster Heights Intellectual Preparation 
Module: Unpacking Module 3: Trees Are Alive 

 
Step 1: Read and discuss the Module Overview. 
Guiding Questions: 

●​ What is the 
purpose of this 
module? 

●​ What are the four 
Ts? 

●​ What are the 
essential 
questions for this 
module? 

Purpose:  

In this module, students observe and explore living things and make connections about 

living things and what they need. Students build deep knowledge about the scientific 

topic of living things, and trees, specifically. Module 3 builds a deep knowledge for 

students to then apply in Module 4.  

 

The 4 T’s:  

Topic: Trees are Alive 

Task: Informational Collage presenting information about students’ researched trees. 

Targets: CCSS explicitly taught and assessed: W.K.2, W.K.5, W.K.8 

Texts: Are Trees Alive?; The Tree in the Ancient Forest; What’s Alive?; Be a Friend to 

Trees; “Clay Leaves”; “Connecting Trees”; “What’s Alive and What’s Not?”; “A Tree Is a 

Living Thing”; “We Depend on Trees”; “Who Depends on a Tree?” 

 

Essential Questions:  

What do all living things need to live and grow? 

■​ All living things need food, water, air, and the ability to move and grow. 

What do researchers do? 

■​ They try to find out more about ideas and information that make them curious. 

How do we know that something is living? 

■​ It eats food, drinks water, breathes air, and moves and grows. 

How do living things depend on trees to meet their needs? 

■​ Living things depend on trees for food, water, air, shelter, wood, and sap. 

What patterns can we observe in how living things meet their needs? 

■​ All living things need food, water, air, and the ability to move; however, 

different living things may meet those needs in similar or different ways. 

 

 

 
Step 2: Read and discuss the Performance Task. 
Guiding Questions: 

●​ What do students 
need to know for 
the final 
performance 
task? 

●​ What do students 
need to do for the 
final performance 
task? 

●​ How will we get 
them there? 

●​ How will we know 
students are 
successful? 

●​ What would an 
independent 
exemplar 
response look 
like? 

Synopsis: In this performance task, students create an informational collage to 

demonstrate their expertise about a tree, its needs, and the animals it provides food for. 

The collage contains three distinct parts: the tree collage, an informational writing piece 

that describes the tree, its needs, and shares information about one animal that depends 

on the tree for food, and an accurately colored animal puppet that represents the animal 

from their writing. Students use notes from their small group research to inform their 

writing, as well as the tree collage. They also use peer feedback to revise their writing 

and collage and practice presenting their informational tree collage in preparation for 

sharing them with visitors at the end of module celebration. 

 

Need to Know: what trees are, their needs, what animals trees are connected to, 

information about animals dependent on trees 

 

Need to Do: 3-Part Process, students need to: 1. Create an informational tree collage 2. 

Create an informational writing piece about trees, their needs, and a fact about one 

animal that depends on the tree for food 3. Create an accurately colored animal puppet 

to represent their selected animal 

 

Students will be successful when they can express information about trees, the needs of 

trees, and animals that are dependent on trees  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Foster Heights Intellectual Preparation 
Units: Unpacking the Units 

 
Step 3: Read and discuss each unit overview and assessments for the unit. 
 

UNIT 1 OVERVIEW 

 
⭐ TEST DRIVE THE ASSESSMENTS 
 
End of Unit Assessment  - LINK STUDENT EXEMPLAR 
Success Criteria: 

●​ I can describe how living things are similar using ideas from the What’s Alive?  
●​ I can explain whether something is living or nonliving using evidence from research and 

observations. 
Skills Needed: 

●​  Using learned information to explain learning  
●​ Pulling details and information from text, research, and observations 

Scaffolds Needed: 
●​  Understand what it means to de 
●​   

 
⭐ UNIT PLANNING 

1.​ Highlight the assessment lessons in yellow. 
2.​ Identify the non-negotiables for each lesson. 

a.​ Learning Target (I AM LEARNING TO…) 
b.​ Instructional Resources 
c.​ Mini-Lesson Focus/Explicit Instruction 
d.​ Success Criteria (I CAN…) - THIS IS YOUR DAILY FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 
e.​ Scaffolds 

3.​ Identify weekly signals. 
4.​ Highlight lessons with opportunities for Next Level Transformations in green. 
5.​ Under the non-negotiables, identify the shifts being made in a different color. 

a.​ Is this a PERSONAL, STUDENT-LED, REAL WORLD, STUDENT-OWNED, or COLLABORATIVE 
shift? 

b.​ What additional resources, activities, or scaffolding is necessary to make this shift? 
 
 

  Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 WEEKLY 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LAqK6m1uc0hluwgzmvvFKGhVEuM9xRGqyjOhqRnDxsQ/present?slide=id.g272aafd41bd_0_81


SIGNAL 

  I am learning to 
explain whether 
something is living 
or nonliving using 
information from 
observations.  
I am learning to 
ask and answer 
questions about 
my observations. 
 
Unit 1: Lesson 1: 
Speaking and 
Listening: Inquiring 
about Living and 
Nonliving Things 
 
Word Wall: living, 
observation, 
observe, 
nonliving, 
researcher 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

I am learning to 
seek out 
examples and 
patterns in the 
world around me 
to research living 
and nonliving 
things. 
I can record my 
observations with 
words and 
drawings like a 
researcher. 
 
Unit 1: Lesson 2: 
Reading and 
Writing: What are 
Living and 
Nonliving Things? 
 
Word Wall: 
pattern, leaves, 
roots, noun, living, 
alive, seek out, 
pattern, world, 
growing, funny, 
undergrounds, 
petal, observation 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

I am learning to 
read a text to 
research what 
makes something 
living.  
I can record 
information from 
my research 
about what 
makes something 
living. 
 
Unit 1: Lesson 3: 
Reading and 
Writing to 
Research: Living 
Things Need Food 
and Water  
 
Word Wall: 
nutrients, energy 
roots, wilt, noun, 
singular, alike, 
criteria, food, 
water, air, energy, 
move, grow, lap, 
nibble, sunlight, 
nutrients, observe 
closely, revise,  
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

I can record my 
observations  
from my 
research about 
what makes 
something 
living. ​
​
(Utilizing 
Performance 
Task from 
Monday/Tuesd
ay for weekly 
signal - I can 
share a 
narrative about 
the weather.) 
 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 
(analyze writing 
samples from 
lessons 4 and 5 for 
this weekly signal) 

 

Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6   WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

I am learning to 
read a text to 
research what 
makes something 
living. 
I am learning to 
record 
information from 
my research 
about what 

I am learning to 
read a text to 
research what 
makes something 
living. 
I am learning to 
record 
information from 
my research 
about what 

I am learning to 
use research to 
confirm ideas 
about what 
makes something 
alive. 
I am learning to 
record evidence 
from my research 
about the living 

  I can record 
information 
about the living 
and nonliving 
things around 
me.  
 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JjCoQLyVho_vBYJfDYib_TFUAa9kHQpWieRHTMAClnQ/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/c3f5215f--module_lessons.K.3.1.1-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/c3f5215f--module_lessons.K.3.1.1-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c_N47ambQ9ibRp7PQvoXDRby5VCZzXll5qOciNz9e84/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/549af657--module_lessons.K.3.1.2-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/549af657--module_lessons.K.3.1.2-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZcP2zVrPA7LsI_vXoMiCbYF3BFe6uu2thVmqMXGHuho/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/95941dd3--module_lessons.K.3.1.3-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/95941dd3--module_lessons.K.3.1.3-supporting_materials.docx


makes something 
living.  
 
Unit 1: Lesson 4: 
Reading and 
Writing to 
Research: Living 
Things Need Air 
 
Word Wall: noun, 
singular, plural, 
beak, hatch, 
underside, 
seedling, breathe, 
air, revise,  
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

makes something 
living.  
 
Unit 1: Lesson 5: 
Reading and 
Writing to 
Research: Living 
Things Move and 
Grow  
 
Word Wall: seed, 
bend, follow, 
plural, singular, 
revise  
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

and nonliving 
things around me. 
 
Unit 1: Lesson 6: 
Writing and 
Speaking: Sharing 
Our Ideas about 
Living and 
Nonliving Things  
 
Word Wall: 
criteria, confirm, 
revise, exploring, 
exploring, 
scavenger hunt 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 
(Analyze writing 
samples from lesson 
6 for this weekly 
signal) 

 Lesson 7 Lesson 8   WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

 I am learning to 
describe how 
living things are 
similar using ideas 
from the text 
What’s Alive? 
I can explain 
whether 
something is living 
or nonliving using 
evidence from 
research and 
observations. 
 
Unit 1: Lesson 7: 
Reading and 
Writing: Unit 1 
Assessment, Pt I 
and Preparing for 
a Science Talk 
 
Word Wall: 
evidence, plants, 
observed,  
 
Supporting 

I am learning to 
describe how 
living things are 
similar using ideas 
from the text 
What’s Alive? 
I am learning how 
to explain 
whether 
something is living 
or nonliving using 
evidence from 
research and 
observations. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 8: 
Unit 1 Assessment: 
Part II and 
Science Talk  
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 

  I can use 
evidence from 
research and 
observations 
from the text 
“What’s Alive” 
to explain 
whether 
something is 
living or 
nonliving. 
 
- Summative 
Assessment  
 
- Teacher 
Assessment 
Checklist  
 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1k5BTNLKuohLJBzL_ofssmt39_SigZ5h83j94zULOAVQ/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/d8038806--module_lessons.K.3.1.4-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/d8038806--module_lessons.K.3.1.4-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v5Xan0g5T9VBUnhtxDlppNbe1OK7WgMeONz2uHFDhvU/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/ffeaf551--module_lessons.K.3.1.5-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/ffeaf551--module_lessons.K.3.1.5-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12SQqQD1vCqBSpqgJjhhdP2zeSEOBGUnJDVZZC2cP-U4/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/1f26d722--module_lessons.K.3.1.6-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/1f26d722--module_lessons.K.3.1.6-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10MkoPTDI_PTPwrjL5vFlqbGcuG9k4hKm5sQmBWLbfRY/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/f98c13be--module_lessons.K.3.1.7-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qQq3XFSAk9SNOxdFfoGNs2-0lncDOvsSHVj6yslmQBY/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/36856434--module_lessons.K.3.1.8-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/36856434--module_lessons.K.3.1.8-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1audILpANV6Kb_QUQZJ-A5GwgUhzQWaS9egi0cmP8H8Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1audILpANV6Kb_QUQZJ-A5GwgUhzQWaS9egi0cmP8H8Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W4iRcwb39LLKLdtO1X0fkex1_mn8jBMiAtRpbr8lmXQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W4iRcwb39LLKLdtO1X0fkex1_mn8jBMiAtRpbr8lmXQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W4iRcwb39LLKLdtO1X0fkex1_mn8jBMiAtRpbr8lmXQ/edit?usp=sharing


Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

 

https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/f98c13be--module_lessons.K.3.1.7-supporting_materials.docx


 
UNIT 2 OVERVIEW 

 
⭐ TEST DRIVE THE ASSESSMENTS 
 
End of Unit Assessment  - LINK STUDENT EXEMPLAR 
Success Criteria: 

●​  I can listen carefully to another’s ideas and ask questions when I do not understand something. 
●​ I can write a focus statement that describes how animals depend on trees for food. 
●​ I can write detail sentences that give examples of how animals depend on trees for food. 

Skills Needed: 
●​  Sentence mechanics 
●​ Writing to Inform 
●​ Writing Topic Sentence 
●​ Writing Supporting Detail Sentences 

Scaffolds Needed: 
●​  Letter vs word vs sentence 
●​  Sentence Structure: CAPS 
●​ Informative Writing  
●​ Topic and Supporting Detail Writing Structure 

 
⭐ UNIT PLANNING 

1.​ Highlight the assessment lessons in yellow. 
2.​ Identify the non-negotiables for each lesson. 

a.​ Learning Target 
b.​ Instructional Resources 
c.​ Mini-Lesson Focus/Explicit Instruction 
d.​ Success Criteria (Daily Formative Assessment) 
e.​ Scaffolds 

3.​ Identify weekly signals. 
4.​ Highlight lessons with opportunities for Next Level Transformations in green. 
5.​ Under the non-negotiables, identify the shifts being made in a different color. 

a.​ Is this a PERSONAL, STUDENT-LED, REAL WORLD, STUDENT-OWNED, or COLLABORATIVE 
shift? 

b.​ What additional resources, activities, or scaffolding is necessary to make this shift? 
 
 

   Lesson 1 Lesson 2 WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

   I am learning to 
share my 
observations and 
questions on a 
new research 
topic.  
 
I am learning to 
determine the 
main idea of the 
text The Tree in 
the Ancient 
Forest. 
 

I am learning to 
determine the 
main idea of the 
text Be a Friend to 
Trees. 

 
Unit 2: Lesson 2: 
Reading, 
Speaking and 
Listening, and 
Writing: 
How Living Things 
Depend on Trees 
 

This week’s 
weekly signal: 
Module 3 Unit 1 
Summative 
Assessment  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LAqK6m1uc0hluwgzmvvFKGhVEuM9xRGqyjOhqRnDxsQ/present?slide=id.g272aafd41bd_0_81
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19lglo9-NSOH_jhHYCETXKMRlFK6tI4_v6fu-kv_RkFE/edit?usp=drive_link


Unit 2: Lesson 1: 
Reading, 
Speaking, and 
Listening: 
Discovering the 
Unit 2 Guiding 
Question 
 
Word Wall: 
depend 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: -  

Word Wall: sap, 
twig, bud, bark 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: -  

Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6 Lesson 7 WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

I am learning to 
determine the 
main idea of the 
text Be a Friend to 
Trees. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 3: 
Reading, 
Speaking and 
Listening, and 
Writing: 
How Living Things 
Depend on Trees 
 
Word Wall: 
shelter, oxygen 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teacher will do 
check-ins on 
student class 
notes/research 
pages  to assess 
weekly signal 

I am learning to 
research the text 
and its pictures to 
find information 
about how 
people depend 
on trees for food.  
 
I am learning to 
collaborate to 
create class notes 
that show how 
people depend 
on trees for food. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 4: 
Shared Research: 
Reading and 
Taking Notes 
 
Word Wall: nut, 
fruit, seeds 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teacher will do 
check-ins on 
student class 
notes/research 
pages  to assess 
weekly signal  

I am learning to 
discuss how 
people depend 
on trees using our 
shared notes. 
 
I am learning to  
contribute ideas 
about the focus 
statement in a 
piece of shared 
writing. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 5: 
Shared Research: 
Turning Notes into 
Writing, Part I 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teacher will do 
check-ins on 
student class 
notes/research 
pages  to assess 
weekly signal 

I am learning to  
contribute to the 
detail sentences 
and concluding 
statement in a 
piece of shared 
writing. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 6: 
Shared Research: 
Turning Notes into 
Writing, Part II 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: - 
Teacher will do 
check-ins on 
student class 
notes/research 
pages  to assess 
weekly signal 

I am learning to 
read a text to 
research how 
animals depend 
on trees for food. 
 
I am learning to 
collaborate to 
create class notes 
that show how 
animals depend 
on trees for food. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 7: 
Reading Aloud to 
Research: 
Pages 14–17 of Be 
a Friend to Trees 
 
Word Wall: flower, 
inner bark 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: 
-Teacher will do 
check-ins on 
student class 
notes/research 
pages  to assess 
weekly signal 

I can write to 
share 
information 
about how 
people depend 
on trees.  
 
 
- Teacher will do 
check-ins on 
student class 
notes/research 
pages  to assess 
weekly signal 

NO SCHOOL Lesson 8 Lesson 9 Lesson 10 Lesson 11 WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SGzvWoZAI9taIMAf5hu_YhJxC7rwZkPIyWzTgayVypQ/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/6d88d557--module_lessons.K.3.2.1-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/6d88d557--module_lessons.K.3.2.1-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/971c9107--module_lessons.K.3.2.2-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/971c9107--module_lessons.K.3.2.2-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hBqkq4a_eqyGrwChbq9v_OGxhMZdWrFGzUy26P0bx3s/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/63ef3dc4--module_lessons.K.3.2.3-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/63ef3dc4--module_lessons.K.3.2.3-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1a9biwLcFOWvRZ4IJb1bzvyCjVmgHHYq2XFxGEiEoA_k/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/54060631--module_lessons.K.3.2.4-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/54060631--module_lessons.K.3.2.4-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14Ie0wVGKSbdOSQNbAAf-L1k-jxERCmXJARDPyL6FLgo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/bf9c7e1a--module_lessons.K.3.2.5-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/bf9c7e1a--module_lessons.K.3.2.5-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MU9o2_6q7fXPxmX8efSgTVKDTNPepgDZIm1ofd55iQI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/df3b97dd--module_lessons.K.3.2.6-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/df3b97dd--module_lessons.K.3.2.6-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wm5ROHfbS8k0euh5u064NzOzSf1Y5Qzeo1w0IqFF1sY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/7d28c7f5--module_lessons.K.3.2.7-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/7d28c7f5--module_lessons.K.3.2.7-supporting_materials.docx


 I am learning to 
prepare for 
writing by 
creating notes 
that show how 
animals depend 
on trees for food. 
 
I am learning to 
share my notes 
with a partner 
and ask questions 
about his or her 
notes. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 8: 
Speaking, 
Listening, and 
Writing: 
Preparing to Write 
about How 
Animals Depend 
on Trees 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: -  

I am learning to 
listen carefully to 
another’s ideas 
and ask questions 
when I do not 
understand 
something. 
 
I am learning to 
write a focus 
statement that 
describes how 
animals depend 
on trees for food. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 9: 
Unit 2 Assessment, 
Part I: 
Writing a Focus 
Statement 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: -  

I am learning to 
write detail 
sentences that 
give examples of 
how animals 
depend on trees 
for food. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 10: 
Unit 2 Assessment, 
Part II: 
Writing Detail 
Sentences 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: -  

I am learning to 
write detail 
sentences that 
give examples of 
how animals 
depend on trees 
for food. 
I am learning to 
write a 
concluding 
sentence that 
states the topic in 
a different way. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 11: 
Unit 2 Assessment, 
Part III: 
Writing a Detail 
Sentence 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: -  

Unit 2 
Summative 
Assessment  
 
I can write 
detail 
sentences that 
give examples 
of how animals 
depend on 
trees for food. 
(10,11) 
 
- Summative 
Assessment  
 
- Teacher 
Assessment 
Checklist  

Lesson 12     WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

I am learning to  
collect research 
from different 
places to discuss 
the answer to a 
question. 
 
I am learning to 
participate in a 
conversation to 
share how living 
things depend on 
trees to meet their 
needs. 
 
Unit 2: Lesson 12: 
Speaking and 
Listening: 
Sharing Our 
Learning about 
Animals That 
Depend on Trees 
for Food 
 

    Module 3 Unit 3 
Week 1 Weekly 
Signal 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UA__TphxIJbPAqyiftl_foFv4aCirEbhslLYEbfHiNE/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/259f63b6--module_lessons.K.3.2.8-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/259f63b6--module_lessons.K.3.2.8-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zKS8kGwHOjIO_BWa_X2nnjT-uJhSX2VGUsGIG_5lM-I/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/bf2f7476--module_lessons.K.3.2.9-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/bf2f7476--module_lessons.K.3.2.9-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1miliqY-yF8fgYipbwImC9T5GzTZAhklPpxt6a4djqO0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/1c913ac5--module_lessons.K.3.2.10-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/1c913ac5--module_lessons.K.3.2.10-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wWd3RiAQARu3JvteBp9wJZlCn3OFlFr4pnDYvcX8BXw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/dedd5824--module_lessons.K.3.2.11-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/dedd5824--module_lessons.K.3.2.11-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/08234158--K.3.2.A1_Assessment_Materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/08234158--K.3.2.A1_Assessment_Materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/11b7d8d4--K.3_Checklists.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/11b7d8d4--K.3_Checklists.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/11b7d8d4--K.3_Checklists.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qRSHuwOKXoeKiphnn7TgEIEmyCY68qKoxVjswvljBOQ/edit?usp=drive_link


Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: -  

 
a.​ WHAT STANDARD IS TARGETED? 

i.​ RI.K.7- describe relationships between visuals and text 

b.​ HOW ARE STUDENTS EXPECTED TO SHOW MASTERY OF THAT STANDARD IN THAT MODULE?  HOW IS 
THAT SCAFFOLDED THROUGH THE UNIT? 

i.​ EL NCS Assessment 
ii.​  

c.​ CREATE A “FRESH TEXT” ASSESSMENT  
i.​ Teacher Toolbox from Iready support 
ii.​ Create a 3-5 questions assessment using a new text that assesses this standard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/c2604711--module_lessons.K.3.2.12-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/c2604711--module_lessons.K.3.2.12-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mAR0Rpn119EaT8K0qyK8UypVpgw7ZwhZnFej9AOYWqg/edit?usp=sharing
https://teacher-toolbox.i-ready.com/assets/downloadAsset/8d0bea4f-5396-43b8-b3e7-4ff0b56df77d?fileName=CC%202014%20USKR%20RI%20TRB%20L16.pdf


 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 3 OVERVIEW 

 
⭐ TEST DRIVE THE ASSESSMENTS 
End of Unit Assessment  - LINK STUDENT EXEMPLAR 
Success Criteria: 

●​  I can show what I know about trees through writing and collage.  
●​ I can give and receive feedback that is kind, helpful, and specific. 

Skills Needed: 
●​  Sentence mechanics 
●​ Writing to Inform 
●​ Writing Topic Sentence 
●​ Writing Supporting Detail Sentences 
●​ Understanding/Creating a Collage 

Scaffolds Needed: 
●​  Letter vs word vs sentence 
●​  Sentence Structure: CAPS 
●​ Informative Writing  
●​ Topic and Supporting Detail Writing Structure 
●​ Background on what collages are  

 
⭐ UNIT PLANNING 

1.​ Highlight the assessment lessons in yellow. 
2.​ Identify the non-negotiables for each lesson. 

a.​ Learning Target 
b.​ Instructional Resources 
c.​ Mini-Lesson Focus/Explicit Instruction 
d.​ Success Criteria (Daily Formative Assessment) 
e.​ Scaffolds 

3.​ Identify weekly signals. 
4.​ Highlight lessons with opportunities for Next Level Transformations in green. 
5.​ Under the non-negotiables, identify the shifts being made in a different color. 

a.​ Is this a PERSONAL, STUDENT-LED, REAL WORLD, STUDENT-OWNED, or COLLABORATIVE 
shift? 

b.​ What additional resources, activities, or scaffolding is necessary to make this shift? 
 
 

 Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

 I am learning to 
share my 
observations and 
questions about a 
new research 
topic. 
 

I am learning to 
research 
important 
information about 
the sugar maple 
tree using the 
words and 

I am learning to 
use information 
from research to 
contribute to a 
piece of shared 
writing.  
 

I am learning to 
use information 
from research to 
contribute to a 
piece of shared 
writing. 
 

I can use 
information from 
research to 
contribute to a 
piece of shared 
writing. 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LAqK6m1uc0hluwgzmvvFKGhVEuM9xRGqyjOhqRnDxsQ/present?slide=id.g272aafd41bd_0_81


I am learning to 
describe what 
makes something 
high quality. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 1:  
Reading, 
Speaking, and 
Listening: 
Discovering a 
New Research 
Topic 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

-Teacher will 
check shared 
writing pieces to 
assess weekly 
standard (TR/F) 

pictures of a text. 
 
I am learning to 
find and record 
important 
information to 
contribute to 
class notes. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 2:  
Research 
Reading: 
The Sugar Maple 
 
Word Wall: trunk, 
branch 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

-Teacher will 
check shared 
writing pieces to 
assess weekly 
standard (TR/F) 

I am learning to 
show what I know 
about trees 
through writing 
and collage. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 3:  
Shared Research 
Writing: 
Drafting the Focus 
Statement and 
Detail Sentence 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

-Teacher will 
check shared 
writing pieces to 
assess weekly 
standard 

I am learning to 
give and receive 
feedback that is 
kind, helpful, and 
specific. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 4:  
Shared Research 
Writing: 
Drafting Detail 
Sentences 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials (none 
listed) 
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

-Teacher will 
check shared 
writing pieces to 
assess weekly 
standard 

-Teacher will 
check shared 
writing pieces to 
assess weekly 
standard 

Lesson 5 Lesson 6 Lesson 7 Lesson 8 Lesson 9 WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

I am learning to 
research a text to 
answer a question 
using the words 
and pictures. 
 
I am learning to  
describe my tree 
and what it needs 
using information 
from my research. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 5:  
Small Group 
Research: 
Reading and 
Taking Notes 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 

I am learning to 
describe my tree 
and what it needs 
using my research 
notes. 
 
I am learning to 
discuss the needs 
of my tree and 
identify patterns 
among different 
types of trees. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 6:  
Small Group 
Research: 
Taking Notes and 
Unit 3 Assessment, 
Part I 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: 

I am learning to 
research a text to 
answer a question 
using the words 
and pictures. 
 
I am learning to 
research a text to 
answer a question 
using the words 
and pictures. 
  
Unit 3: Lesson 7:  
Small Group 
Research: 
Reading and 
Taking Notes 
 
Word Wall: 
provide 
 
Supporting 
Materials (none 
listed) 
 
Formative 
Assessment: 

I am learning to  
describe what 
animals depend 
on my tree using 
my research 
notes. 
 
I am learning to 
discuss the needs 
of my tree and 
identify patterns 
among different 
types of trees. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 8:  
Small Group 
Research: 
Taking Notes and 
Unit 3 Assessment, 
Part II 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 

I am learning to 
write about 
patterns in living 
things using my 
research. 
 
I am learning to 
discuss the 
patterns in how 
living things meet 
their needs. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 9:  
Small Group 
Research: 
Taking Notes and 
Unit 3 Assessment, 
Part III 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment: 
Teachers will 

I can discuss the 
needs of trees 
and identify 
patterns among 
different types 
of trees.  
 
-Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/133zb6oH30aB_d5jl-Gwwlrnum1raEqtb_Th7Cdt2vLk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/c566176d--module_lessons.K.3.3.1-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/c566176d--module_lessons.K.3.3.1-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OWqO5jYdyk4xsYT9LfvqoLQlVKQCOAUKh2CbxNk50ck/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/49fac716--module_lessons.K.3.3.2-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/49fac716--module_lessons.K.3.3.2-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ExhPDZKKpOrwXZrC4adn0DgFuC9W19TM-52P0-G81Eg/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/05559a82--module_lessons.K.3.3.3-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/05559a82--module_lessons.K.3.3.3-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1K0JXZidZACnMnpHMzXDYsu-sK22llJSyk-4KXwXWFVo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LbMWbY5okTMgwY2jlgY3U6bhYJSLWx1PqByUV3D37bc/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/b637e56c--module_lessons.K.3.3.5-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/b637e56c--module_lessons.K.3.3.5-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ml--sch0oKqOHPC23wWNOG4MgBHGJTVCADY5bqHbvMY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/bf61ef79--module_lessons.K.3.3.6-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/bf61ef79--module_lessons.K.3.3.6-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LNfUnIqs_zaty2HG2jZ6ofOAtfWHCyArA5pqFRrBgIw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AyC2EV21YYYWYsLA5-M0vEvFIiCYsm0hBpoiSG852Tg/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/9b94770f--module_lessons.K.3.3.8-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/9b94770f--module_lessons.K.3.3.8-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A_1bTGdqLca5ry36hsBXFCZjugjWH5Vm3yZzECXAJp8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/e42dfca2--module_lessons.K.3.3.9-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/e42dfca2--module_lessons.K.3.3.9-supporting_materials.docx


acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

Assessment: 
Teachers will 
monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

monitor, listen, and 
acknowledge 
student 
engagement to 
keep track of 
students progress 
and participation. 

Lesson 10 
Performance Task 

Lesson 11 
Performance Task 

Lesson 12 
Performance Task 

Lesson 13 
Performance Task 

Lesson 14 WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

I am learning to 
show what I know 
about trees 
through writing 
and collage. 
 
I am learning to 
give and receive 
feedback that is 
kind, helpful, and 
specific. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 10:  
Performance 
Task: 
Drafting a Focus 
Statement and 
Creating an 
Informational Tree 
Collage 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

I am learning to 
show what I know 
about trees 
through writing 
and collage. 
 
I am learning to 
give and receive 
feedback that is 
kind, helpful, and 
specific. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 11:  
Performance 
Task: 
Drafting Detail 
Sentence 1 and 
Continuing an 
Informational Tree 
Collage 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

I am learning to  
show what I know 
about trees 
through writing 
and collage. 
 
I am learning to 
give and receive 
feedback that is 
kind, helpful, and 
specific. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 12:  
Performance 
Task: 
Drafting Detail 
Sentence 2 and 
Continuing an 
Informational Tree 
Collage 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials (none 
listed) 
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

I am learning to 
show what I know 
about trees 
through writing 
and collage. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 13:  
Performance 
Task: 
Drafting Detail 
Sentence 3 and 
Completing an 
Informational Tree 
Collage 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials (none 
listed) 
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

I am learning to 
share information 
about living things 
and their needs 
with others. 
 
I am learning to 
read my writing 
aloud using a 
strong and clear 
voice. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 14:  
Speaking and 
Listening: 
Preparing to 
Share Our Work 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials (none 
listed) 
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

Performance 
Task 
 
I can show 
what I know 
about trees 
through 
writing and 
collage.  
 
Performance 
Task Materials 
 

Lesson 15     WEEKLY 
SIGNAL 

I am learning to 
read my writing 
aloud using a 
strong and clear 
voice. 
 
I am learning to 
share information 
about living things 
with others. 
 
Unit 3: Lesson 15:  
Speaking and 

    Module 4 Unit 1 
Lessons 1-4 
Weekly Signal 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZXl2Krfo3F_iaPJGiw3jGBzH6PNz3NydY2cIATWB6S0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/3dd1c73b--module_lessons.K.3.3.10-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/3dd1c73b--module_lessons.K.3.3.10-supporting_materials.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_1_TTSwv6kuJ8T50Rln5Lcry5Mr4NM3yGgRdUEyGF4Q/edit?usp=drive_link
http://v
http://v
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xHShv1rG7gBxs_8EbNOU3CkyZLVHScdNUAjM-trYJ9I/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1a5Zwq6iH9rA8qavzfq8x_1do-o6r-pwaiqFCq7w8Nww/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Vro7-2UU_MDXtKKDEwoADzLOlpmFRzizi0dHokfqjyc/edit?usp=drive_link
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/cb9f1180--module_lessons.K.3-performance_performance_task_materials-teacher.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/cb9f1180--module_lessons.K.3-performance_performance_task_materials-teacher.docx
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZqgUlZLInY7wZ9VAVsfM3oGGrR-fWxktiW3HGqi1pFo/edit?usp=drive_link


Listening: 
Sharing and 
Celebrating Our 
Work 
 
Word Wall: n/a 
 
Supporting 
Materials  
 
Formative 
Assessment:  

 
 

 

 

https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/5e0436ad--module_lessons.K.3.3.15-supporting_materials.docx
https://access.openupresources.org/curricula/el-k5-2017/embeds/5e0436ad--module_lessons.K.3.3.15-supporting_materials.docx
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