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The Geography of Portland, Oregon 

 
The Geography of Portland, Oregon 
 
Portland, Oregon, is characterized by a diverse geography and topography that significantly influences the city's culture, 
economy, and lifestyle. Situated in the northwestern part of the United States, within Multnomah County, Portland serves 
as the state's largest city and plays a pivotal role in the region's urban and economic landscape. 
 
 Geographic Location 
 
Portland is strategically located just south of Vancouver, Washington, on the Willamette River, near its confluence with the 
Columbia River. This positioning about 100 miles (160 km) from the Pacific Ocean by river has historically made Portland 
a crucial hub for trade and transportation. The city's proximity to these two significant rivers has fostered its development 
and growth, enabling it to become a major port and industrial center. 
 
 Topography 
 
The city's topography is varied, featuring a mix of natural landscapes that include rivers, forests, hills, and valleys. 
Portland is nestled between two major mountain ranges: the Cascade Range to the east and the lower Coast Range to 
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the west. This location places the city within one of the world's most fertile river valleys, the Willamette River valley, which 
has contributed to the region's agricultural prosperity. 
 
Portland's elevation ranges significantly across its area, with an average elevation of 253 feet. The city's terrain includes 
notable natural landmarks such as Mount Tabor and Forest Park. Mount Tabor, an extinct volcanic cinder cone, rises to an 
elevation of approximately 269 feet and is a prominent feature in the city's landscape. Forest Park, one of the largest 
urban forests in the United States, spans over 5,000 acres and offers a vast network of trails and natural areas within the 
city limits. 
 
 Climate and Weather Patterns 
 
The geography and topography of Portland also influence its climate. The city experiences a temperate climate with wet, 
mild winters and dry, warm summers. Portland's location in the Willamette River valley, coupled with its proximity to the 
Pacific Ocean and the shielding effect of the surrounding mountain ranges, contributes to its relatively moderate weather 
patterns. The city receives an average annual precipitation of 40.5 inches, with the majority of rainfall occurring between 
November and February. Despite its reputation for rain, Portland enjoys a climate that supports a wide range of outdoor 
activities and a vibrant agricultural sector. 
 
Key Features 
Willamette River 
The Willamette River is a significant waterway that flows through Portland, connecting the city to the rest of the Willamette 
Valley and the Columbia Basin. Seventeen miles of this 300-mile-long river run through Portland, making it a central 
feature of the city's geography. The Willamette River is crucial for the city's stormwater management system, with most of 
the stormwater runoff from large developed areas of Portland's inner northeast and the central city being carried to the 
Columbia Boulevard Wastewater Treatment Plant in north Portland. This plant treats the water and discharges it into the 
Columbia River. The Willamette River is divided into three parts for watershed planning and monitoring: the mainstem of 
the river and areas immediately adjacent to it, Willamette tributaries (including the West Hills and Forest Park), and east 
side and west side neighborhoods including downtown Portland. 
Cascade Range 
The Cascade Range is a major mountain range that extends from northern California through Oregon and Washington to 
British Columbia in Canada. In Oregon, the Cascade Range is characterized by its volcanic origins, covering roughly 
17,000 square miles or about 17% of the state. This range is home to several prominent peaks visible from Portland, 
including: 
Mount Hood: Standing at 11,249 feet, Mount Hood is Oregon's tallest mountain and the most prominent peak visible from 
Portland. It is a potentially active stratovolcano within the Cascade Volcanic Arc and offers year-round recreational 
activities, including skiing and hiking 
Coast Range 
The Oregon Coast Range runs parallel to the Pacific Ocean and is located to the west of Portland. It is characterized by 
its lower elevation compared to the Cascades but still offers beautiful landscapes and recreational activities. Notable 
peaks within the Coast Range include: 
Marys Peak: The highest peak in the Oregon Coast Range, Marys Peak, stands over 4,000 feet and is known for its 
spiritual significance to the native Kalapuyas. It offers stunning views, hiking trails, and picnic spots 
 
 
 Conclusion 
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Portland's geography and topography are integral to its identity, shaping the city's culture, economy, and lifestyle. From its 
strategic position along major rivers to its diverse natural landscapes and moderate climate, Portland's geographic and 
topographic features make it a unique and dynamic city within the Pacific Northwest region. 
 
 

Company Description 
A Modern LASIK and Vision Correction Boutique in Portland, Oregon.​
 

Contact Details 
Tersigni Vision 
15150 Bangy Rd, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
(971) 362-2020 
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/tersignivision/portland​
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cMRTHrmGLW1wCBrg9hAYJJcRpG-r-hpX?usp=drive_open 
​
 

Recommended Resources 
https://mgyb.co/s/bjXXu 
https://mgyb.co/s/khLOP 
https://mgyb.co/s/xIdLx 
https://mgyb.co/s/RgxBt 
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https://mgyb.co/s/ehrPW 
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https://mgyb.co/s/Fredk 
https://mgyb.co/s/VArFk 
https://mgyb.co/s/WruYK 
https://mgyb.co/s/rJbVa 
https://mgyb.co/s/WGipn 
https://mgyb.co/s/kwszJ 
https://mgyb.co/s/DjYMQ 
https://mgyb.co/s/cOSHB 
https://mgyb.co/s/sADqO 
https://mgyb.co/s/gKKBJ 
https://mgyb.co/s/hpjBk 
https://mgyb.co/s/dohqk 
https://mgyb.co/s/EdTAU 
https://mgyb.co/s/GBETL 
https://mgyb.co/s/dYnnc 
https://mgyb.co/s/Gqhmv 
https://mgyb.co/s/RcOLe 
https://mgyb.co/s/IzlIb 
https://mgyb.co/s/zcwNf 
https://mgyb.co/s/yzkPf 

Useful Contents 
About Portland 
Oregon 
Portland Oregon 
Oregon City 
Oregon Guide 
Oregon Winter 
Oregon Festival 
Oregon Theater 
Oregon Parks 
Oregon Services 
Oregon Tea 
Oregon Extinct 
Oregon Links 
Portland 
Portland City 
Portland Guide 
Portland Winter 
Portland Festival 
Portland Theater 
Portland Central City 
Portland Area 
Northeast Portland 
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