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Otterhound Dog 
 
What is an Otterhound: An Otterhound is a big dog of hound type. Some may be mistaken for a "giant 
Schnauzer" appearance; others may be mistaken for a Greyhound. The genitive sighthounds are usually 
referenced as their proper group to avoid confusion about the type of dog the hound is. All these breeds 
have distinguishing features and needs that must be met to keep them healthy and happy. 
 
Hunter Hounds Otterhounds: Otterhounds are large, strong dogs with powerful jaws capable of 
carrying game up to 30 pounds without difficulty, all day if need be. They have floppy ears and wide, 
triangular-shaped heads on sturdier necks than other sighthounds. Their tails are long and tapered but 
curl upwards. 
 

 
 

Otterhound puppies: Otterhounds are a mix of several dog breeds that have been bred to hunt otters. 
They include the Airedale terrier, American foxhound, Border collie, English bulldog, Irish terrier, and 
other native breeds. The Otterhound is a compact and muscular dog. It is long boned but should have a 
short back and level topline. 
 
Otterhound Dog Breed: The head should be strong with a long muzzle that reaches well beyond the 
nose. They are generally light-colored dogs with a variety of markings throughout their coat. They can be 
used as vermin hunters, guard dogs, or water dogs and will almost always hunt in packs. They are 
excellent swimmers, and their river hunting skills are legendary. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://otterhound.dog/what-is-an-otterhound-ultimate-guide-2020/


https://otterhound.dog/what-is-an-otterhound-ultimate-guide-2020/ 
 

 
 
Otterhound mix: An Otterhound, also called a Coton de Tulear, is a small breed of dog. It has a long 
shaggy coat but is not considered part of the classification "sealion." They are gentle and loving to 
people. They have been used for hunting wild animals like otters and badgers. The average lifespan of 
this breed is about 18 years. A well-trained dog can scurry down the beach chasing an otter in water 
mere moments after receiving the command from its owner. When caught, it will shake or play with its 
prey as if it were a toy before bringing it back to its master waiting on dry land. 
 
Otterhound mix: The history of the Otterhound is linked to the Swabian Otterhound, an ancient 
shepherding dog used by the Germanic people. The breed is similar to the English Cocker Spaniel but 
has a shorter coat and is more powerfully built. The dog was given to the English during the reign of 
Henry VIII, who used it for hunting otters. 
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