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GENESIS: 
Trusting God’s Grace in a Fallen World  

 
As we continue reading through Genesis, we see God’s grace and faithfulness to keep HIs promises to 
Jacob and his family. We see people like Jacob and Judah learning to fear God and to obey Him 
through many sins and failures. We begin with the Joseph story and see that God’s promise to be with 
Jacob continues to Joseph through many afflictions. Truly God’s providence and sovereignty is over all 
things as He is working for the good of His people and His glory. 
 
Our prayer for all of us as we continue hearing sermons from Genesis, studying Genesis on our own, 
and discussing it in our Growth Groups, is that we would all be moved to love the Lord with all of our 
hearts day by day as we know Him better!  
 
One way to use this guide is to work through it before the sermon on Sunday to prepare you for hearing 
God’s Word. Then, find ways to discuss what you are learning and how you are applying it with others! 
 
Nathan and the Growth Guide Team: Howard Amland, Shae Brown, Chris Connelly, Tom Dudenhofer, 
Lana Pustovit (production), Richard Maguire, Seth Weber (graphic design), Lynn Yount. Special 
contribution in the Genesis 34 lesson from Brian Sayers.  
 

Schedule 
1)​Genesis 32-33 - Jacob Wrestles with God​ ​ ​ November 23 & 30, 2025 

2)​Genesis 34 - Dinah & Shechem​ ​ ​ ​ December 7, 2025 

3)​Genesis 35-36 - God Blesses Jacob​ ​ ​ ​ December 28, 2025 

4)​Genesis 37 - Joseph’s Dreams and Betrayal​ ​ January 4, 2026 

5)​Genesis 38 - Judah & Tamar​ ​ ​ ​ ​ January 11, 2026 

6)​Genesis 39 - Joseph & Potiphar’s Wife​ ​ ​ January 18, 2026 

7)​Genesis 40 - Joseph Interprets Dreams​ ​ ​ January 25, 2026 

8)​Genesis 41 - Joseph Interprets Pharaoh’s Dreams​ February 1, 2026 

​  
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How to Read the Books of Moses 

 
1. Observe the Biblical text 

●​ Where does the scene begin and end? What happens before and after? 

●​ ﻿﻿Notice the elements of the story/scene: setting, characters, events, dialogue. 

●​ How is God making himself known through this story, through the characters, events and 

dialogue? 

 

2. Interpret the Biblical text 
●​ ﻿﻿What is the meaning of this text for the original audience? 

●​ ﻿﻿What does this text teach us about God, people, and their relationship with God? 

●​ ﻿﻿Connect to Christ: Is there a promise Jesus fulfills or a command He obeys? Do we see how 

much we need a Savior? 

●​ ﻿﻿What are the differences between the original audience and us now in the church (culture, 

context, covenant)? 

 

3. Apply the Biblical text 
●​ ﻿﻿Is there a truth about God to believe and praise Him for? 

●​ ﻿﻿Is there a truth about people that I can personally confess? 

●​ ﻿﻿Is there a principle about the relationship people have with God that I can apply? 

●​ ﻿﻿Is there a behavior or attitude I can put on or put off? 

●​ Is there something I should pray? 

●​ If there is a law given in the Old Testament, what is the impact of the New Covenant in Christ on 

that law? Is the law retained, retooled, or retired? 
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Lesson 1: Jacob Wrestles with God 
Genesis 32-33 - Sermons on November 23 (Gen 32) & November 30 (Gen 33) 

 
Central Teaching and Application 
Jacob prays to God and wrestles with the Lord as he fears the anger of Esau who is coming to meet 
him. Jacob finds favor with Esau when they meet. 
*Trust the Lord through prayer as you face difficult situations. 
 
Genesis 32:1-8 
1.​ What does Jacob see in 32:1 that leads him to say “this is God’s camp!”? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.​ What do Jacob’s messengers find out that concerns Jacob? 
 
 
 
 

 
Genesis 32:9-12 
3.​ What are the elements of Jacob’s prayer? 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Question 
4.​ What truths about God does Jacob highlight in his prayer? 
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Application 
5.​ What principles of prayer do you see modeled by Jacob that you can imitate? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 32:13-21 
6.​ What does Jacob do to prepare for meeting Esau, his brother? 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 32:22-32 
7.​ Who does Jacob wrestle with here? 
 
 
 
8.​ What does Jacob seek from the Lord through this wrestling? 
 
 
 
 
 
9.​ What does Jacob say in this scene and what do we learn from the dialogue he has with the one he 

wrestles with? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
10.​Jacob is renamed “Israel”, which 32:28 explains by saying “for you have striven with God and with 

men, and have prevailed.” What do we learn about God from the scene where Jacob wrestles with 
Him? What do we learn about Jacob and Israel? 
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11.​What connections to Jesus do you see in this chapter? For example, Jacob says, “I have seen God 
face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” How does Jesus allow us to see the holy God and 
yet live (Consider John 1:18, 2 Corinthians 4:4-6)? Do you see any other ways this story points 
forward to Christ?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 33 
12.​What happens when Jacob meets Esau? How do you see God answering Jacob’s prayer from 

Genesis 32? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discussion Questions 
13.​Why does Esau invite Jacob to come visit him in Seir? What do you think God has done in Esau’s 

heart between Genesis 27:41-42 and Genesis 33? 
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14.​Why do you think Jacob did not go to Seir to visit Esau, as he had told him he would do, but rather 
journeys on to Succoth? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Application 
15.​What truths about God and His care for His people do you see here that apply to the challenges you 

are facing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16.​Write a prayer to God expressing humility and faith and trust in Him in light of what you are facing 

now. 
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Prayer Requests and Sermon Notes 
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Lesson 2: Dinah & Shechem 
Genesis 34 - Sermon on December 7 

 
Central Teaching and Application 
Shechem sins against Dinah; Dinah’s brothers kill all of the men in Shechem’s city. 
*Repent of any abusive or selfish behavior. Consider the justice and vengeance of God and respond 
appropriately to evil. 
 
Genesis 34:1-4 
1.​ What horrible thing does Shechem do to Dinah, Jacob’s daughter?  
 
 
 
 
Genesis 34:5-24 
2.​ What does Hamor, Shechem’s dad, seek for his son? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.​ How do Jacob and his sons respond to the request that Dinah be given to Shechem? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.​ What motivates Shechem and his father Hamor and their whole city to comply with Jacob’s sons’ 

request? 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 34:25-31 
5.​ What do Simeon and Levi do when the city of Hamor and Shechem are all in pain on the third day 

after being circumcised? 
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6.​ What is Jacob’s concern after his sons take vengeance on the men of the city? 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
7.​ Do you think Simeon and Levi were wrong? Did they receive any instructions from God to either 

respond in this way or to refrain? Does God in any way correct or confirm what they did?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8.​ In the New Covenant, in the church age, what instruction has God given us regarding justice and 

vengeance? Consider Romans 12:14-13:7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.​ In cases of abuse like what happened to Dinah or other cases of abuse, what specifically should we 

do? What responsibility does the government have according to Romans 13:1-7? What 
responsibility does the church have according to Matthew 18:15-17 and 1 Corinthians 5:9-13? 
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10.​How does Christ address this kind of sin in His first coming (Consider 2 Corinthians 5:21) and how 

will He deal with it in His second coming (Consider Revelation 21:7)? What do we learn about how 
Jesus is greater than Jacob and is able to help people affected by abuse and sexual sin according 
to the account of the Samaritan woman in John 4? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Application 
11.​What truths about God do you need to meditate on and praise Him for related to ways you have 

been sinned against in the past?  
 
 
 
 
 
12.​What manifestations of selfishness and hurtful behavior do you see in your own life that you need to 

repent of and put off? 
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13.​How can you grow in being loving as Christ has loved us? 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests and Sermon Notes 
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Lesson 3: God Blesses Jacob 
Genesis 35-36 - Sermon on December 28 

 
Central Teaching and Application 
God blesses Jacob and names him Israel, confirming again that He will keep all the promises He has 
made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel). Jacob and his family put away their idols and call on the 
Lord. The Lord protects them from the surrounding nations and prospers them. 
*Worship the God who always keeps His promises as you put away vain idols that cannot do anything 
for you.  
 
Genesis 35:1-15 
1.​ What is the context of Genesis 35? What just happened in chapter 34? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.​ What does God tell Jacob to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.​ What does Jacob have his household do as they prepare to go and call on the Lord at Bethel? 
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4.​ What does God do to protect them from the people who might have been hostile towards them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.​ What does God promise Jacob again? 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 35:16-29 
6.​ What happens to Rachel? 
 
 
 
 
 
7.​ What do you notice about the final scene where Isaac dies and his sons bury him? 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 36 
8.​ What do we learn about how God had blessed Esau and Jacob from 36:6-8? 
 
 
 
 
 
9.​ What stands out to you about the generations of Esau?  
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
10.​What do you think is the connection between these three accounts: the attack by Simeon and Levi, 

Jacob and his household putting away their foreign gods, and Jacob calling on the Lord? 
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11.​In chapter 34 there is no mention of God and it is full of the sin of various people. Chapter 35 
mentions God over ten times. What do we learn about God and His character from this chapter, 
especially in light of what just happened in chapter 34? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
12.​What is the effect of God repeating these promises to Jacob here again? How would this have 

encouraged the Israelites in the wilderness with Moses? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.​How does Jesus connect to the events of this chapter (putting away idols, calling on the Lord, 

seeing the Lord protect you, etc.)? Consider for example, Hebrews 4:14-16, Hebrews 10:19-39, and 
Hebrews 13:5-6. 
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Application 
14.​What challenging situations have you seen in your life that have pushed you to call on the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.​What idols do you need to put away as you seek to be pure in your love for the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16.​What truths about God are illustrated in this chapter? Spend time praising the Lord for those truths.  
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Prayer Requests and Sermon Notes 
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Lesson 4: Joseph’s Dreams & Betrayal 
Genesis 37 - Sermon on January 4 

 
Central Teaching and Application 
Jacob favors Joseph and God gives him two dreams about him ruling over his family. All of this leads to 
his brothers hating him with a great jealousy. They sell him into slavery and lie to Jacob about what 
happened to him. 
*Trust God when bad things happen; He is working all things for our good and His glory. 
 
Genesis 37:1-11 
1.​ What happens at the beginning of the chapter to begin to spoil Joseph’s relationship with his 

brothers? 
 
 
 
 
2.​ What does Israel do for Joseph to further set the brothers against him? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.​ What are the two dreams that Joseph has and how do his brothers respond when he shares them?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 37:12-36 
4.​ What do Joseph’s brothers do to him? How does Reuben intervene? 
 
 
 
 
 
5.​ What ends up happening to Joseph in Egypt? 
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6.​ What do the brothers tell Jacob and how does he respond? 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
7.​ This is the beginning of a story that does not end until Genesis 50. In the big picture of this story of 

Joseph, what are we learning about God in this part of the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.​ We understand that God is sovereignly ordaining these events for His good purposes (Isaiah 46:10, 

Genesis 50:20, Psalm 139:16). However, on a human level, what is your analysis of the actions of 
each of these people? Write down what you think their sin or failure might have been, or what good 
thing(s) they did. 

 
​ Israel (Jacob) 
 
 
 
​ Joseph 
 
 
 
​ Reuben 
 
 
 
​ Judah 
 
 
 
​ The other brothers  
 
 
 
9.​ How would this part of the Joseph story have impacted the Israelites in the wilderness with Moses? 
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10.​What similarities do you see between Joseph and what happened to him in Genesis 37 and Jesus 
and what happened to Him when He came to His own people (see John 1:11)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Application 
11.​What truths about God are illustrated in this part of the Joseph story that you need to think about 

and trust? 
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12.​What sinful actions are displayed here that you can relate to? How will you put them away from your 
life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.​ How can you cultivate a heart that remains humble and gives all the glory to God in every situation, 

especially when tempted to seek personal recognition from others? How can you stay hopeful when 
you are sinned against and treated unjustly? What gospel truths do you need to think about to have 
a right view of yourself? 
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Prayer Requests and Sermon Notes 
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Lesson 5: Judah & Tamar 
Genesis 38 - Sermon on January 11 

 
Central Teaching and Application 
In the midst of the wickedness of Judah and his sons, God graciously continues Judah’s line through 
unlikely means.  
*Repent of selfishness and wickedness and look to Christ for salvation.  
 
Genesis 38:1-4 
1.​ These events in the life of Judah happened “at that time,” referring back to what just occurred in 

Genesis 37. What was Judah involved in with his brother Joseph “at that time”?  
 
 
 
 
2.​ What does Judah do in these first four verses? What stands out to you? 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 38:5-11 
3.​ What do Judah’s first two sons do? What does this show us about the wickedness of humanity? 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 38:12-30 
4.​ What does Tamar do? What reasons are given for her actions? 
 
 
 
 
5.​ What does Judah do? What does this show us about his character? 
 
 
 
 
6.​ When it is found out that Tamar is pregnant, what does Judah say should happen? 
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7.​ What is Judah’s response when he finds out that Tamar is pregnant by his actions? 
 
 
 

 
Discussion Questions 
8.​ What message should the people of Israel take away from stories like this one and all of the other 

stories that show the sinfulness of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? Consider Deuteronomy 7:6-11. How 
would this story and others like it promote both humility and confidence in God’s love? 

 
 
 
 
 
9.​ What does God’s judgment of Er and Onan show us about God’s character (1 Peter 1:15-16, 1 John 

4:7-8)?  
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10.​What does God choosing to use Tamar to bear the heir of Judah, the one who would carry the line 
of David and of Jesus Christ, show us about His character and His ways? 

 
 
 
 
Application 
11.​What truths about God do you see here both in how He judges selfishness and wickedness and in 

how He preserves the line that would bring us our Savior? Spend time praising Him. 
 
 
 
 
12.​What steps can you take to repent of selfishness and to put on the opposite of selfishness, which is 

love? 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests and Sermon Notes 
 
 

 

Faith Bible Church - Genesis - Part 7, Growth Guide 2025-26​ ​ ​ 24 



Lesson 6: Joseph & Potiphar’s Wife 
Genesis 39 - Sermon on January 18 

 
Central Teaching and Application 
God is with Joseph in Egypt and blesses him in Potiphar’s house and in prison so that he is entrusted 
with great responsibility, even as he is tempted and falsely accused of wrongdoing. 
*Trust God to be with you and to help you to work hard and to resist temptations to sin.  
 
Genesis 39 
1.​ In what ways do you see God showing that He is with Joseph and blessing him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.​ What affliction and temptation does Joseph face in Potiphar’s household? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.​ How does Joseph respond to the temptation Potiphar’s wife presents? What do you see about 

Joseph’s character and convictions? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.​ What happens to Joseph when he goes to prison? 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
5.​ How is the blessing and favor of the Lord that Joseph experienced similar to what God did for 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? (Consider, for example, God’s promises to Isaac in Genesis 26:3 and 
26:24 and to Jacob in Genesis 28:15.) 
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6.​ How would this situation—temptation and trial for Joseph and the way the Lord was with him—have 
encouraged and helped the Israelites in the wilderness with Moses? 

 
 
 
 
 
7.​ What do you see about God in this chapter? 
 
 
 
 
8.​ What can we learn from Joseph about working as unto the Lord for your employer? Consider for 

example Colossians 3:22-25. 
 
 
 
 
 
Application 
9.​ Consider Matthew 28:18-20, John 14:15-23, and Ephesians 1:13-14. Why should we be confident 

that the Lord will be with us as He was with Joseph? Write a prayer praising God for His presence 
and favor with you if you are in Christ.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
10.​What temptations are you facing? How can you do as Joseph did and flee the temptation? What 

truths do you need to remember from the gospel (consider Romans 13:14 and Romans 6:3-11)? 
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11.​Consider Colossians 3:23-4:1. What principles do we see here that you can apply to your work or 
school situation? 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests and Sermon Notes 
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Lesson 7: Joseph Interprets Dreams 
Genesis 40 - Sermon on January 25 

 
Central Teaching and Application 
God gives Joseph the interpretation of the dreams of the chief cupbearer and chief baker of the 
Pharaoh.  
*Believe that God’s Word will always come to pass as you wait on Him and life does not always make 
sense.   
 
Genesis 40 
1.​ According to Genesis 39:19-23, what had happened to get Joseph into the prison and what was 

God doing for Joseph while he was there? 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
2.​ What happened to the chief cupbearer and chief baker to get them into the prison according to 

40:1-4? What was Joseph’s role related to them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.​ What was the dream of the cupbearer and what was Joseph’s interpretation of it, as God provided it 

to him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.​ What request did Joseph make of the cupbearer when he knew he was to be restored to his former 

position as cupbearer? 
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5.​ What was the dream of the baker and what was Joseph’s interpretation of it, as God provided it to 
him? 

 
 
 
 
6.​ What happened in Genesis 40:20-23 after Joseph interpreted the two dreams? 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
7.​ What did Joseph believe about God that motivated him to seek to interpret the dreams of the 

cupbearer and the baker (Genesis 40:8)? 
 
 
 
 
 
8.​ In the bigger picture of the events of Joseph’s life, what seems to be happening through the events 

of this chapter, and how does the cupbearer forgetting about Joseph create further suspense? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.​ What truths about God and His sovereignty are illustrated in this chapter and how would those 

truths have impacted Israel as they waited in the wilderness with Moses? 
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Application 
10.​What has God said about the future and how does it relate to you? What implications are there for 

your life? Consider, for example, 2 Peter 3:1-18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.​God’s ultimate and sufficient revelation is Jesus (Hebrews 1:1-3) and the Bible that we now have. 

What role or place could a dream or vision have now? How should any dream or impression or 
“word” someone thinks they have received be evaluated? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.​How can you cause the all-sufficient Word of Christ to dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16) and 

shape your life?  
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Prayer Requests and Sermon Notes 
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Lesson 8: Joseph Interprets Pharoah’s Dreams 
Genesis 41 - Sermon on February 1 

 
Central Teaching and Application 
God lifts up Joseph as he interprets Pharoah’s dream and uses him to save the whole world from the 
famine. 
*Trust God to accomplish salvation through those He speaks to and raises up to bring deliverance. 
Walk in the good works that God has prepared beforehand for you. 
 
Genesis 41 
1.​ What was Pharoah’s dream and why does he call for Joseph to come interpret the dream? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.​ What is Joseph’s response to Pharoah asking him to interpret the dream, and what does this show 

about Joseph’s faith? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.​ What interpretation of the dream did Joseph share with Pharoah? 
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4.​ What did Pharoah do in response to Joseph’s interpretation?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.​ What did Pharoah lead Egypt to do over the seven years of plenty, and what was the result when 

the famine started? 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
6.​ How does Joseph give glory to God and point to God’s role in all of this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.​ What do you learn about God’s sovereignty and rule over nature and nations? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.​ What series of events in the life of Joseph did God use to make him the second most powerful 

person in the world and to save the world from a famine? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.​ Describe the radical change in circumstances in Joseph's life from Genesis 37 when he was 17 to 

Genesis 41 when he was 30 years old. 
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10.​What do we learn about God and His care for Joseph through the names that he gives his two 
sons? 

 
 
 
 
 
11.​How would this chapter have encouraged and impacted the Israelites in the wilderness with Moses? 
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Application 
12.​God spoke to Joseph and raised him up to bring about the deliverance of the world from this famine. 

God spoke to Moses and raised him up to bring about the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. God has 
spoken to and through Jesus Christ and has raised Him up to save the world. Consider Hebrews 
1:1-4 and John 3:14-18 and share how God has delivered you through Jesus Christ.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.​What truths about God do you see in this chapter? Spend time praising God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14.​Is there a specific sin and or trial you are facing right now that you need to depend on Jesus to 

deliver you from? What steps do you need to take to trust in Him and experience His deliverance? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.​Consider Ephesians 2:8-10. God has saved you for good works that He has prepared beforehand in 

His sovereignty and love. What are some of those good works that you are walking in right now or 
seeking to do as you see God putting them in your path? 
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Prayer Requests and Sermon Notes 
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