The Rabbinic Mind (RD) Sotah 14a (B)

Sotah 14a NX.T' nUID
SR -RR b 02 79K "7 (77,30 2°7127) 2°N27 981 K017 0272 XA 20 kY | What prompts Rabbi
1990 09N T Ok |57 8°727) IRR1I 12D XYM ArOW AR T2 o787 17 waK 221120 | Chama to ask the

POIYRTNNY RN NN
iniky WAHYN 19p2 1 wn
PR2TN 1213720
Follow none but
HASHEM your God,
and revere none but
God; observe God’s
commandments alone,
and heed only God’s
orders; worship none
but God, and hold fast
to God.
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For HASHEM your God is
a consuming fire, an
impassioned God.
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And HASHEM God made
garments of skins for
Adam and his wife, and
clothed them.

N9 DIWNR"2

R 3782 73 R RN
‘o1 Om? P9R7TN0R 2y XM
HASHEM appeared to
Abraham by the trees of
Mamre; he was sitting at
the entrance of the tent
as the day grew hot.
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And Rabbi Chama the son of Rabbi Chanina said, "What
is the meaning of the verse, 'After HASHEM, your God,
shall you walk (Deuteronomy 13:5)'?

[s it possible for a person to walk after the Divine
presence?

Doesn't it say elsewhere in the Torah, 'For HASHEM your
God is a consuming fire (Deuteronomy 4:24)"?

(How can we possibly walk after the Divine Presence if
God is a consuming fire?! Won't we get burnt?!)

(Don’t be so literal. It really means...) to follow the
character traits of God. (Character traits are all the
aspects of a person's behavior and attitudes that make
up that person's personality.)

(And here are God’s character traits)

"Just as God clothes the naked, as it is written, ‘And
HASHEM, God made for Adam and his wife cloaks of
leather, and God clothed them (Genesis 3:21);' so too
you shall clothe the naked.

The Holy One, Blessed be God, visited the sick, as it is
written, 'And God appeared in Ailonei Mamrei [while

question: Is it possible
for a person to walk
after the Divine
presence?

How does Rabbi Chama
use the verse from
Deuteronomy 4:24 to
question our ability to
walk after the Divine
presence?

According to the gemara,
what does it mean to
“walk after the Divine
presence”?

The gemara gives four
actions that constitute
“follow(ing) the
character traits of God.
What are they?

Are these good examples
of God'’s characteristics?
Is anything missing?

At the end of the
gemara, Rabbi Simlai
jumps in with a teaching
about loving-kindness.
What is his point?
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After the death of
Abraham, God blessed
his son Isaac. And Isaac
settled near
Beer-lahai-roi.
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God buried Moses in the
valley in the land of
Moab, near Beth-peor;
and no one knows his
burial place to this day.

Abram was in pain] (Genesis 18:1);" so too you shall visit
the sick.

The Holy One, Blessed be God, comforted mourners, as it
is written, ‘And it was, after the death of Abraham, and
God blessed his son Isaac (Genesis 25:11);' so too you
shall comfort mourners.

The Holy One, Blessed be He, buried the dead, as it is
written, 'And he buried him in the valley (Deuteronomy
34:6);' so too, you shall bury the dead."

Rabbi Simlai expounded, The Torah begins with
loving-kindness and ends with loving kindness. It begins
with loving kindness, as it is written (Genesis 3:21),
"And God made for Adam and his wife coats of skin, and
he dressed them." It ends with loving kindness, as it is
written (Deuteronomy 34:6), and He buried him in a
valley."

Why do you think Rabbi
Simlai makes this point?
What does it have to do
with the original
question of the gemara?

What essential (big) questions is this text addressing?

What questions does this text raise for you?

today?

What are the practical implications of this gemara,




