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Mori Shej is a deeply touching and popular dance in the international folk
dance community. While often grouped with Hungarian dances, it is
specifically a Hungarian Roma (Gypsy) piece.

| The Story: A Father's Lullaby

The song "Mori Shej, Sabina" was written by Jézsef Balogh, a

member of the famous Hungarian Romani group Kalyi Jag (meaning
"Black Fire").

Unlike many fast-paced, fiery Roma dances, Mori Shej is a lullaby. Balogh
wrote it for his infant daughter, Sabina. The lyrics are in Romani and
express a father’s pure love:

"My daughter, my dear tiny baby... you are only one year old,
chattering to me. | will buy you gold jewels, all the gold in the
world."

The dance was later choreographed to this music (notably by Laura
Shannon and Steve Kotansky), capturing the song’s tender, rhythmic flow.
It reflects the Roma tradition of "oral bassing"—using the voice and body as
percussion when instruments weren't available.

MORI SHEJ, SABINA Lyrics
My Daughter Sabina - Joszef Balogh

Buter kaj egy berseszki szan You are only just one-year-old
Mori drago piko sé; Little, tiny dear daughter
Vorbisz mange kaki-koki You are chattering to me



https://youtu.be/aierMQDtbsw?si=qP6mSYsANVGwTGQa
https://youtu.be/qqeNxdyp5CE?si=BzR4-nn0tHU7fq5X
https://youtu.be/qqeNxdyp5CE?si=BzR4-nn0tHU7fq5X

Mori drago piko sé€j

Aj mori sé&j, mori drago pikonygj
Alalala.....
Aj mori séj, mori drago pikonyéj
Alalala.....

Kinau tuke szomnakaj
Mori drago piko sé€j
La lumako szomnakaj
Mori drago piko sé€j

Aj mori séj, mori drago pikonyéj

Aj mori séj, mori drago pikonyéj
Alalala.....

Aldin dévla mura sa
Mori drago pikonya
Mori drago pikonya
Mura sukar szabina

Aj mori séj, mori drago pikonyéj
Alalala.....
Aj mori séj, mori drago pikonyéj
Alalala....

Little, tiny dear daughter

Ay daughter, my dear tiny baby,
Alalala.....
Ay daughter, my dear tiny baby,
Alalala.....

I'll buy some gold jewels for you
Dear tiny daughter

All the gold jewels in the world
Dear tiny daughter

Ay daughter, my dear tiny baby

Ay daughter, my dear tiny baby
Alalala.....

God bless my daughter
My tiny baby

My tiny baby

My beautiful Sabina

Ay daughter, my dear tiny baby
Alalala.....
Ay daughter, my dear tiny baby
Alalala....

Song Written: 1992 by J6zsef Balogh (Kalyi Jag).

Dance Choreographed: 1995 by Laura Shannon.
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https://youtu.be/aierMQDtbsw?si=qP6mSYsANVGwTGQa
https://youtu.be/Qje9pJtErdY?si=LWG4hf5ueCf6atk5
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