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K-12 Career Guide

Why choose a career in Transportation,
Construction, and Other Skilled Trades?

High-demand careers: Employers are actively hiring skilled workers.

Earn and learn: Many pathways include paid apprenticeships and on-the-job
training.

Career growth: Build skills, increase your earnings, and advance over time.
Meaningful work: See the impact of your work in the community every day.

Career Exploration

Is a Mobility + Infrastructure career a good fit for you?

A career in this industry may be a good fit if...

You enjoy:

Solving real-world problems and building, repairing, or improving things.
Working with tools, equipment, technology, or hands-on projects.

An active workday and enjoy seeing the results of your work.

Working as part of a team and value safety.

You’re comfortable with:

Working outdoors in heat, cold, or changing weather.

Climbing ladders, working at heights, or working in confined spaces.
Standing, kneeling, bending, and lifting tools or materials.

Early work hours and active job sites.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UUpE-PvCyX_Mi1y0f0HqwvYLNHZ9Furr/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=110130762650298541102&rtpof=true&sd=true

Target Occupations (Based on Employer Demand)

Explore job duties, wages, and training requirements in these one-pagers:

o Plumbers, Pipefitters, and Steamfitter

o Electricians

« HVAC

o h Metal Worker

o Carpenters

e General Construction

o Automotiv rvice Technicians and Mechani

Additional Resources

o Climb the Ladder Central Texas: Career exploration and prep resources

e O*NET OnLine - Construction Industry: More about in-demand occupations
o Texas Reality Check: Occupation/lifestyle calculator

o Apprenticeship Process and Timeline: Application, interview, and class start

Get connected to internships, entry-level
jobs and training programs

e Current students: Email the Workforce Solutions Capital Area (WFS) Youth
Career Services Team (wioa.youth@wfscapitalarea.com) or K-12 Awareness
Team (k-12awareness@wfscapitalarea.com) to learn more about career

pathways, available opportunities for work experience, and support services.

e Recent grads: Complete WFS’ Jumpstart Your Career form. After submitting the
form, you’ll be invited to register for a Career Information Session where you'll
learn more about available career pathways, connections to employment and
support services.

e Stay up to date with the Austin Infrastructure Academy and upcoming
career expos.



https://wfscapitalarea.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Plumbers.pdf
https://wfscapitalarea.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Electricians.pdf
https://wfscapitalarea.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-HVAC-1.pdf
https://wfscapitalarea.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Sheet-Metal-Worker.pdf
https://wfscapitalarea.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Carpenter.pdf
https://www.wfscapitalarea.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Architecture-and-Construction-Construction-Laborers.pdf?_gl=1*1xylfns*_ga*MTU3MDc0ODAxMC4xNjg0OTM3NzA2*_ga_QYLPKNS9J9*czE3ODU0MjQ4NjkkbzMxNCRnMSR0MTc4NTQyNDg5NCRqMzUkbDAkaDA.
https://wfscapitalarea.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Automotive-Tech-and-Mechanic.pdf
https://www.climbtheladderctx.com/
https://www.onetonline.org/find/industry?i=23
https://texasrealitycheck.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HUlWZedQcE7hunxJl-solGZTc0KGArYV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110130762650298541102&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:wioa.youth@wfscapitalarea.com
mailto:k-12awareness@wfscapitalarea.com
https://wfscapitalarea.com/jumpstart/
https://wfscapitalarea.com/austin-infrastructure-academy/

Additional Staff Resources

Hype Kits: Hands-On Learning & Exploration submit a Check Out Request

We have the following “Hype Kits” to help your students explore M+| careers:

Blueprint Build Kit Construction Career Scenario Cards
Electrical: VR Headset and Monitor (all simulations available in

e  Wiring Circuit Board closed captioning and in Spanish)

e  Wiring Kit e  Snapshot of simulations aligned with

e  Wiring Wall Panel in-demand careers: Automotive Services

e Electrician Career nari I Technician, Electrician, Carpenter,

Construction Laborer, HVAC Technician,

Structural Engineering Kit: Bridges & Skyscrapers Plumber, Pipefitter, and Steamfitter, and more!
Welding:

e Welding Defects Kit

e Welding Scenario Cards

Employer Engagement, Career Events & Presentations

WEFS’ K-12 Awareness Team is here to support through:

« Employer Engagement
o Coordination of classroom speakers, lunch and learns, and tabling
o Convening to inform curriculum design and implementation

e Career Events
o Career fairs
o Field trips

o Classroom Presentations & 1:1 Student Consultations (in-person & virtual)
o Career prep

Recognizing soft skills and practicing

Resumes and cover letters

In-demand occupations and targeted industries

And more!

o O O O

Stay connected: Email WFS’ K-12 Awareness Team (k-12awareness@wfscapitalarea.com) to
subscribe to our monthly newsletter. Stay informed about upcoming events, job and internship
opportunities, and ways to share career-connected experiences with our employer partners.



https://wfscapitalarea.knack.com/surveys#hype-kit-check-out-form/
https://www.amazon.com/Sphero-Blueprint-Build-Hands-Problem-Solving/dp/B0C9JV595J/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1VSUWDWDWF2N9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eCZlX_fWsL7-Di8yfcQjIkbhVi5wW-ApIqeLKSihUo63G7V4Yrkxrr5pvjp1921UVvbXU04-Aw5tLjtScYrUcitC7JO4JvcudU1ABr6I8-VpRuXIYsfWDlj2ga-7gwsM5u3PT63VnYcGiPt7o-uof0z-5y-jjA7qBeMKiOH_IHqaymyvEzzaP-vv5l8ts1G8OvucOf7zEJoqxIdfbG4-KShufNqPeJcldnDoClxKqQzXSb0c_8aEPmvMdO0_Qi3NoVBu6eahYjFC8gS4ZPgaqKe-S-WBlunBCOO9bZcojlQ.H6D92AXkqIoPrgQjyg47PDPZFPiZis--cG9QcpFNXQE&dib_tag=se&keywords=sphero+blueprint+build+kit&qid=1719783448&sprefix=SPHERO+blu%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-1
https://www.realityworks.com/product/construction-career-scenario-cards/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07QBQZXHK/ref=syn_sd_onsite_desktop_0?ie=UTF8&pd_rd_plhdr=t&th=1
https://www.realityworks.com/product/electrical-wiring-kit/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/product/wall-panel-demonstrator/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/product/electrician-career-scenario-cards/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.amazon.com/Thames-Kosmos-Structural-Engineering-Skyscrapers/dp/B06VT7WQPH/ref=asc_df_B06VT7WQPH/?tag=&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312123579962&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=1643834237944133401&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9028317&hvtargid=pla-567153745576&ref=&adgrpid=65834404201&th=1
https://www.realityworks.com/product/weld-defects-kit/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.realityworks.com/product/welding-employability-scenario-cards/?v=7516fd43adaa
mailto:k-12awareness@wfscapitalarea.com
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