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‘Archival Threads’ — Collaborative Workshop Proposal
Sara Bor and Vicki Aimers, PhD Researchers, Falmouth University

Duration: 1.5 hours | Participants: 12 (materials provided)

‘Archival Threads’ is a participatory workshop exploring how writing shapes the creation of archives,
collections, and narratives. Participants will create a small “pocket archive” using everyday objects from
their own bags and pockets, documenting them through drawing and descriptive, catalogue-style writing
inspired by historical museum records.

A short creative writing exercise will transform these objects into narrative fragments, reflecting on how
stories emerge through acts of recording and interpretation. The workshop connects to traditions of writing
such as notebooks, diaries, and commonplace books - spaces in which many women have historically
documented observations, preserved memories, and shaped personal and cultural narratives. Through a
collaborative “threading” of objects, the session highlights how archives are formed through writing,
connection, and shared storytelling.
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Example: the old catalogue referencing system at the Museum of Cornish Life, Helston

Biographical information:

Sara Bor

Sara Bor is a PhD researcher at Falmouth University Her fine arts sculptural practice-based enquiry explores
her own life experience of home as seen through the lens of Jane Frost who lived and farmed from the



same farmhouse in the 18" century. Through archival records and by working in the exterior and interior
spaces Jane may have occupied 200 years ago, the enquiry pulls together the threads of home, history,
domesticity, and landscape. Critically analysing and demonstrating how the materiality of cloth, and the
materiality of the landscape can create a connection between the lives of two women, one from the 19"
and the other from the 21* century.

Contact Details:

Sara Bor, PhD Researcher, Falmouth University, Postgraduate Research Department

Email address: SB317631@falmouth.ac.uk

Vicki Aimers

Vicki Aimers is a PhD researcher at Falmouth University whose practice-based research explores the
intersections of needlework, female education, and archival storytelling. Her work investigates the
overlooked histories behind Cornwall’s stitched samplers, focusing on young makers and the role of their
female teachers in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Through archives, artist books, and
participatory workshops, she explores how these histories can be re-voiced through creative practice. She is
currently researching Elizabeth Williams, a local trainee teacher who graduated from Truro Teacher Training
College in 1884 and who later settled in the village of St Agnes, Cornwall.
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Contact Details:
Vicki Aimers, PhD Researcher, Falmouth University, Postgraduate Research Department

Email address: val47605@falmouth.ac.uk
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