
Scholarly vs. Popular Activity 
 
Learning Outcomes: Students will… 
 

●​ (2) Evaluate information with an awareness of authority, bias, accuracy, and origin in 
traditional sources and AI content. 

 
Preparation:  

●​ Print: Stacks of print periodicals enough for each group of 3 students to have 
multiple examples of both scholarly and popular sources.​
 

Activity Plan: 
1.​ [5 min] Framing: Introduce the activity and connect with conversations going on in 

the course and assignment. 
2.​ [10 min] Activity: In small groups students sort a pile of periodicals into scholarly 

and popular stacks. Have them create a venn diagram indicating unique features of 
each.  

3.​ [10 min] Discussion: Highlight unique features of periodical types, focusing on 
creation and editorial processes, authorship, and the impacts of these factors on 
focus and content.  

 

 
 

Adapted from: Broussard, M. S., Kickoff-Cresko, R., & Oberlin, J. U. (2014). Snapshots of Reality: A practical guide to formative 
assessment in library instruction. Association of College and Research Libraries. 


