
 

School Budget Information 

Budget Archive 
 
9.  Where may I find current and previous Scarsdale School District budget documents? 
 
This site has the 2022-2023 budget documents, and this site has the budget documents archive 
going back to 2008-2009.  
 
10. How does the Scarsdale School District school budget compare to similar district school 
budgets? 
 
The New York State Education Department compiles educational and financial data submitted by 
the districts. Information for Westchester County schools is here. Historical information for 
Scarsdale UFSD is here.  

Expenditures and Revenues 
 
11. What expense items are the largest percent of the budget? 
 
Over 80% of the budget is determined by state requirements or collective bargaining contracts.  
Instruction (57%) and Undistributed (28%) expenses represent the largest percentages of 
budgetary expenditures.

 
Source: Insight, A Guide to the Scarsdale School Budget 2021-2022. 
 

Instruction includes teachers’ salaries, which must be established through collective bargaining 
under the Taylor Law, also known as The Public Employees' Fair Employment Act, which has 

https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/Page/29253
https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/Page/26232
https://data.nysed.gov/lists.php?type=district
https://data.nysed.gov/profile.php?county=66
https://data.nysed.gov/profile.php?instid=800000034921
https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01001205/Centricity/Domain/5/2021-22_budget_insight%20PRESS.pdf
https://perb.ny.gov/taylor-law/
https://goer.ny.gov/new-york-state-public-employees-fair-employment-act-taylor-law


been in effect since September 1, 1967. Instruction expenses also include administration and 
program development, instructional technology support, and student services. 

 
 
Source: Insight, A Guide to the Scarsdale School Budget 2021-2022. 
 

 
Undistributed expenses include pensions, health insurance, Social Security/Medicare, dental 
insurance, life insurance, workers’ compensation, all other benefits, and debt service. Health 
insurance is over 50% of total employee benefits. 
 

 
 
Source: Insight, A Guide to the Scarsdale School Budget 2021-2022. 
 
Undistributed expenses also include debt service.  Scarsdale last issued a bond in 2018. Details 
about the issuance and an FAQ are on the District’s website. 
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https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01001205/Centricity/Domain/5/2021-22_budget_insight%20PRESS.pdf
https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01001205/Centricity/Domain/5/2021-22_budget_insight%20PRESS.pdf
https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01001205/Centricity/Domain/1267/v6%20HORIZONTAL%20-%20FAQ.pdf
https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/Page/26059
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12.    How many unions are there in the Scarsdale School District? 
 
There are seven unions in Scarsdale, representing administrators, teachers, teacher aids and other 
supporting staff respectively.  The Scarsdale Board of Education engages in collective bargaining 
with those seven separate units. The most current contract with each may be found here, along 
with supporting documents, as applicable. 
 
13. What measures are being taken to control health insurance costs?  
 
According to the Scarsdale School Administration,  “since 1989, the District has operated a 
self-insured, employee health plan that has proven to be both economical and efficient. It 
features low overhead, services that are paid for only when used, and the ability to adjust benefits 
in response to emerging conditions. Employees share in the increasing cost of healthcare through 
monthly contributions and co-pays. While the plan has been cost-effective over time, it can be 
volatile in the short-term, depending on annual claims. The District continues to strive to contain 
costs in the context of a challenging healthcare market.” 
 
14. What revenues fund Scarsdale schools? 
 
The six sources of revenue that are available to support budget expenditures are: state aid, prior 
year surplus, county sales tax, transfer from reserves, other receipts, and property taxes.  In 
2021-2022, 93% of the revenues are from local property taxes. 
 

 
Source: Insight, A Guide to the Scarsdale School Budget 2021-2022. 
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https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/Page/13743
https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01001205/Centricity/Domain/5/2021-22_budget_insight%20PRESS.pdf
https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01001205/Centricity/Domain/5/2021-22_budget_insight%20PRESS.pdf


15. What are staffing and enrollment trends at Scarsdale schools? 
 

 
 
Source: Budget Development and Staffing Recommendations 2022-2023  
 
16. What is the Scarsdale School District’s credit rating? 
 
A credit rating is an independent assessment of the probability of default and severity of loss of a 
bond issuer.  The credit rating influences the price at which a municipality, such as a school 
district, can issue bonds to finance its needs. 
 
Scarsdale School’s General Obligation Bonds are rated Aaa by Moody’s Investors Services. A 
Aaa rating is the highest rating assigned to bonds, which have the least probability of default and 
the least loss severity should an issuer default.  Moody’s last affirmed this rating for Scarsdale 
School District in June 2021; click here for the press release.  
Moody’s detailed methodology to rate K-12 school districts may be found here, along with the 
Moody’s scorecard. A brief presentation on the methodology is here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: All questions about this FAQ may be directed to  PTC Budget Co-Chairs Mayra 
Kirkendall-Rodríguez and Laura Liu. 
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https://bit.ly/3KyHsT5
https://www.moodys.com/sites/products/productattachments/ap075378_1_1408_ki.pdf
https://www.moodys.com/researchdocumentcontentpage.aspx?docid=PBC_79004
https://www.moodys.com/research/Moodys-assigns-Aaa-to-Scarsdale-UFSD-NY-2021-GO-bonds--PR_907194094
https://ma.moodys.com/rs/961-KCJ-308/images/Rating%20Methodologies%20-%20US-K-12-Public-School-Districts-Methodology%20-%2026Jan2021.pdf
https://ma.moodys.com/rs/961-KCJ-308/images/Data%20Report%20-%20US-K-12-Public-School-Districts-Methodology-Scorecard-User-Gu.pdf
https://ma.moodys.com/rs/961-KCJ-308/images/K-12%20Methodology%20Retrospective%20Webinar%20-%20Slide%20Deck.pdf
mailto:PTCBudget10583@Gmail.com
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