
MLA 8th Edition: 
What Has Changed?  

 
The Focus:  
 
In the 8th edition of the handbook, we see a focus not on the individual citations but on the 
common elements of a citation. By gathering the common elements and arranging them in a 
logical order, students can learn to cite any medium they encounter. 
 
Think, Select, Organize:  
 
The 8th edition emphasizes that students should be able to do the following:  

●​ Think about their sources,  
●​ Select the important information about their sources,  
●​ Organize their works cited entry in a logical and clear manner.  

 
Documentation:  
 
MLA has broken down the documentation process for a works cited entry into the following, 
which can apply to any source:  
 
Author  
Title of the Source 
The Title of the Container (This is what houses the source they are using) 
Other Contributors 
Version (Edition, etc...) 
Number (Volumes, issues, etc...) 
Publisher 
Publication Date 
Location (Page range for print material, URL or DOI for websites, etc...) 
 
You should remember that:  

●​ There can be more than one container. For example, if a student is citing a journal article, 
he/she would use the information from the journal for container one and the information 
for the database for container two.  

●​ If the information is not available for the section requested, the student will omit that 
particular section. 

 
For Your Consideration:  
 

●​ Abbreviations are in the past. Now, the student should spell out editor (or edited by in the 
container), director, translator, etc.  

●​ Under the "Number" category, the student will also put vol. #, no. # instead of #.#. (For 
example, vol. 3, no. 4 instead of 3.4) 



●​ Students can omit the publisher if it is a periodical, a work published by its author or 
editor, a website whose title is the same as its publisher, and a website "not involved in 
producing the works it makes available" (MLA Handbook 42). 

●​ Students need to also add p. or pp. to the location section if they are citing from a book 
with page numbers.  

●​ URLs may be included for websites; however, it is the instructor’s discretion if he/she 
wants the URL in the works cited entry or not.  

 
In-Text Citations:  
 
In-text citations will remain the same. However, if you do have a literary work that is available 
by multiple publishers or available in multiple editions, it might be useful to have the student 
provide division numbers in addition to page numbers. For example, (Austen 31, ch. 2). Also 
with audio and video recordings, students can cite the relevant time or range of times for a clip: 
(“Cooking the Books” 00:05:20-33).  
 
Quotations:  

●​ Prose 
o​ 1-4 lines, no special emphasis. This has not changed.  
o​ More than 4 lines, block half an inch from the left margin. Everything else will 

stay the same.  
●​ Poetry & Drama 

o​ Follow the normal rules, only block half an inch from the left margin for block 
quotes.  
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