
Why use rubrics? 

According to Heidi Goodrich Andrade: 

●​ Rubrics help students and teachers define "quality." 

●​ When students use rubrics regularly to judge their own work, they begin to accept more 
responsibility for the end product. It cuts down on the "am I done yet?" questions. 

●​ Rubrics reduce the time teachers spend grading student work and makes it easier for 
teachers to explain to students why they got the grade they did and what they can do to 
improve. 

●​ Parents usually like the rubrics concept once they understand it, and they find rubrics useful 
when helping with homework. As one teacher says: "They know exactly what their child 
needs to do to be successful." 

How do I create a good rubric? 

Sometimes it's not possible to find an appropriate existing rubric to use or modify. To create your 
own rubric, follow these steps. 

1. List the criteria that will be used in assessing performance in the first column.​
The criteria you use should be related to the learning outcome(s) that you are assessing. For 
example, a musical performance might be rated for intonation, rhythmic accuracy, and tone quality 
and an oral presentation might be rated for content, organization, delivery and language. Be sure 
that your criteria are explicit. "Neatness" would not be a good criterion because the term "neat" is 
not explicit enough. What is neatness? You may want to look at some actual examples of student 
work to see if you have omitted any important criteria. 

2. Determine your performance ratings / levels in the first row.​
Examples of performance ratings may be: 

●​ Descriptors (In Progress, Basic, Proficient, Advanced) 

●​ Numbers (1,2,3,4) 

3. Write a description for each performance level.​
Describe the different levels of performance that match each criterion. You may want to start with 
the best and worst levels of quality, and then fill in the middle levels based on your knowledge of 
common problems. It may be helpful to sort examples of actual student work into three piles: the 
very best, the poorest and those in between.  Try to articulate what makes the good assignments 
good and the poor assignments poor. 

4. After use, evaluate and revise rubric as needed. 
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This project was designed for International Baccalaureate geography students  in the area of 
tourism and sustainable development. The aim of the study was to examine the extent to 
which sustainable tourism in Sitges and Calafell is being successfully implemented. 

The students had to design their own research question, decide the data collection instruments 
, then analyse and present their results.  
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