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Greetings from the AMSA Reproductive Health Project! 
 
This week we mark the anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, it states:   
 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged ​
by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

 
This long-fought for right began more than a century earlier.  In 1848, at the first women's rights 
convention in Seneca Falls, New York, 68 women and 32 men signed a Declaration of Sentiments 
calling for equal treatment of women and men under the law and voting rights for women.  
 
In the early 1900s, after several horrific industrial fires, such as the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire 
where 146 young immigrant garment workers lost their lives (many jumping to their deaths when 
fire truck ladders reached only to the 6th floor, 30 feet below where they stood on window ledges 
waiting for rescue) a new rallying call to secure the vote for women rang out: 
 

"A Vote is a Fire Escape."  
 

Over the next many years suffragettes organized in and with communities to increase the 
understanding, especially among immigrant communities, that voting IS a way to protect public 
health and safety. On August 18, 1920, the 19th Amendment was ratified when it was passed in 
the Tennessee state house by just one vote. Where would we be if that voter stayed home that day? 
 
Today we face many complicated issues that impact public health and physician practice. Some 
voices revel in spewing fear in efforts to protect and expand their profiteering. They seek to divide 
rather than unite us in finding workable solutions to today’s problems, they tell us to sit down, shut 
up and look to the past for answers. Those voices benefit when cynicism and doubt prevail.  
 
Instead, we call forth a vision for our shared future that nurtures healing and connections across 
communities. A future that puts people (patients and providers) above profits, protects reproductive 
freedom, and ensures high-quality, affordable, sustainable health care is available for all. Together 
we can reset priorities and make that vision reality. 
 

Your Voice Makes a Difference! 
Register, Make a Plan to Vote & Take Your Friends 

 
Are you registered to vote in the 2024 Election? ​

Check & Register Here  

 
(Watch a moving dramatization of the ratification vote from the film Iron Jawed Angels here. 
Find the full film on HBO Max here.) 
 

 

https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://unitehere.org/triangle/
https://www.amsa.org/campaign/med-out-the-vote/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRBXWPy67cM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1GHtdq8cCY&rco=1


 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON ABORTION CARE & REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE  
​

Building Beloved Community Through Practices of Belonging in Times of 
Social Disintegration; Or, How We Stick Together in Order to Live to 

Fight Another Day 
 

Written by Jeff Koetje, MD, AMSA Reproductive Health Programming Strategist 
 
Just this week, a meme showed up in my Instagram feed that I immediately recognized was 
conveying a powerful and deeply relevant message. Embedded in a block-print styled graphic of two 
flowerheads -  daisies, most likely - were the words of the Welsh socialist writer, Leftist theorist, and 
cultural critic, Raymond Williams,  
 

“To be truly radical is to make hope possible rather than despair convincing.”  
 
This quote, to be honest, hit me where it hurts: that place in me where judgment, disgust, cynicism, 
and yes, despair - my attitudinal reactions to how I perceive the state of the world these days - keep 
popping up, like ugly and aggressive weeds that could easily overtake the bright bobbing heads of 
any daisy.  READ MORE… 
 
 

RESOURCES & WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 

​
AMSA REPRO HEALTH PROJECT EVENTS & RESOURCES​
Gain Skills, Knowledge & Connections 
 

●​ Open Now! AMSA Fall 2024  Reproductive Health Mentorship Sprint - Apply Today​
 

●​ Join us at AMSA 75th Annual Convention FP4Change2025! April 17-19, 2025 in 
Washington DC Hands-on Training, Networking, Scholarships & More! Sign-up Here for 
Updates​
 

●​ Ongoing Skill-Building Opportunities for AMSA Chapters - MVA Papaya Workshops, Film 
& Conversation Sessions - Link​
 

●​ AMSA Elective in Abortion Care, Family Planning & Reproductive Justice (virtual) - A 
credit-bearing, virtual elective for US and international medical students (all years), residents, 
fellows, and graduate public health students who are passionate about abortion care, family 
planning, and reproductive justice. Apply via VSLO or AMSA Repro Project - Fall 2024 
deadline August 26 - Link ​
 

●​ AMSA Repro Health & Justice eNews: Delivered right to your in-box, Sign-up Today! 
○​ Read & Share Current & Past Issues - Link 

 

https://www.amsa.org/?p=19269
https://www.amsa.org/prepare/reproductive-health-mentorship-sprint-2/
https://fp4change.org/
https://fp4change.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeF4nlNlOlKoqGNyeiO14FCf3HEtlykDkvXk2BoVOYtK7G0JA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScuXwAIpBKSN7lhBbpzV_U3Cxr7EBhgPnOuMjgwnXxG735Keg/viewform
https://go.amsa.org/repro?_ga=2.228392989.1662230807.1704727877-1794275424.1703343589
https://www.amsa.org/learn/reproductive-health-project/repro-enews-archive/


 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

●​ August 21 @ 3:00pmET Online - Panel on Medication Abortion Access in College Health 
Settings, Reproductive Health Access Project and Advocates for Youth - Link 
 

●​ Oct 19-21 in Detroit, MI, #SFP2024 - Society of Family Planning Annual Meeting - Link 
 

●​ Dec 7-8 in Denver, CO - Annual Conference on Family Planning - Medical Students for 
Choice  - Link 

 
Want us to feature your AMSA Chapter or Repro Events at your school in our weekly eNewsletter? ​

Click  here 

 
 

RECENT THOUGHT-PROVOKING FREE RECORDINGS  
 

●​ ‘Where are these abortions being carried out?’: Tapper presses Abbott after he claims 
Harris supports abortion near birth, CNN - Link 
 

●​ A conversation on all sides of Florida's controversial abortion amendment, Health 
News Florida - Link 
 

●​ How Project 2025 plans to reshape the American family, MSNBC - Link 
○​ Deeper Dive: Project 2025’s Sweeping Implications for Reproductive Health and 

Rights in the U.S. Population Institute rePROs Fight Back podcast - Link 
 
 

ABORTION NEWS & RESEARCH  
 

RESEARCH 
 

●​ Demand for abortion training and technical assistance in primary care: Unmet need 
and programmatic interventions, Contraception - Link 
 

●​ The Number of Brick-and-Mortar Abortion Clinics Drops, as US Abortion Rate Rises: 
New Data Underscore the Need for Policies that Support Providers, Guttmacher 
Institute - Link 
 

●​ 2024 State Scorecard on Women’s Health and Reproductive Care, Commonwealth Fund - 
Link 

○​ Deeper Dive: Health and Health Care for Women of Reproductive Age: How the 
United States Compares with Other High-Income Countries - Link 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://secure.everyaction.com/e9H-BPPq00C718L_44o4lA2
https://societyfp.org/learning/annual-meeting/
https://msfc.org/conferences/
https://forms.gle/3Yme96hJbB2qWjVb6
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/07/politics/video/abbott-texas-governor-abortion-tapper-lead-digvid
https://health.wusf.usf.edu/health-news-florida/2024-08-14/a-conversation-on-all-sides-of-the-controversial-abortion-amendment
https://www.msnbc.com/top-stories/latest/project-2025-reshape-family-christian-nationalism-trump-rcna166276
https://www.reprosfightback.com/episodes-blog/project-2025s-sweeping-implications-for-reproductive-health-and-rights-in-the-us
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0010782424001598
https://www.guttmacher.org/report/abortion-clinics-united-states-2020-2024
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/scorecard/2024/jul/2024-state-scorecard-womens-health-and-reproductive-care
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2022/apr/health-and-health-care-women-reproductive-age


 
 

NEWS ​
 

●​ When 'Abortion' Wasn't a Dirty Word, New York Times - Link 
 

●​ The New Faces of Abortion Rights, The New Yorker - Link​
 

●​ We Need Better Than a Return to the Roe Status Quo, Jacobin - Link 
 

●​ After Dobbs decision, more women are managing their own abortions: The increase 
comes as the average number of abortions per month in the U.S. is also rising, according to 
new research. NBC News - Link​
 

●​ What It's Like to Be an Abortion Clinic Escort In the Post-Roe Era, Teen Vogue - Link 
 

●​ Emergency room abortions in the US: doctors’ objections trump patients’ lives, The 
Loop - Link 

 
●​ Texas’ abortion ban has left doctors with their hands tied. New Mexico’s governor is 

inviting them to her state, CNN - Link 
 

●​ US abortion numbers have risen slightly since Roe was overturned, study finds, U.S. 
News & World Report - Link 

 
●​ Most women in the US worry that abortion bans could put them or a loved one in 

danger, survey finds, CNN - Link 
○​ Deeper Dive: Child rape survivors face extraordinary barriers in states with abortion 

bans, The Guardian - Link 
 

●​ Political parties are divided on abortion rights. American women aren’t. The 19th - Link 
○​ Deeper Dives: Survey shows broad opposition to abortion restrictions among women 

of reproductive age, Three-quarters of women 18 to 49 think abortion should be 
legal. That includes nearly half of Republican women. NBC News - Link 

○​ Abortion Experiences, Knowledge, and Attitudes Among Women in the U.S.: Findings 
from the 2024 KFF Women’s Health Survey - Link 

 
●​ Where abortion is on the ballot in November, AXIOS - Link 
●​ Deeper Dive: Decision Guide: Abortion Policy Under Trump vs. Harris, U.S. News & World 

Report - Link 
 

●​ The Parties Where Volunteers Pack Abortion Pills for Red-State Women: Amid risks, 
volunteers are mobilizing to assist networks that mail abortion medication to women 
in states with strict limits, Wall Street Journal - Link 

○​ Deeper Dives: Inside a medical practice sending abortion pills to states where they're 
banned, NPR - Link 

○​ Telehealth abortion still on the rise, especially in states with shield laws, report 
shows, Kansas Reflector - Link 

 
 
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/13/science/medical-history-abortion.html
https://www.newyorker.com/news/dispatch/the-new-faces-of-abortion-rights
https://jacobin.com/2024/08/harris-walz-abortion-roe-election
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/self-managed-abortion-journey-post-dobbs-restrictions-rcna165791
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/what-its-like-to-be-an-abortion-clinic-escort-in-the-post-roe-era
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/emergency-room-abortions-in-the-us-doctors-objections-trump-patients-lives/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/10/us/texas-abortion-doctors-new-mexico/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/abortion-survey-pills-roe-election-2024-7179dda48eae0a764be89c2e0aafd80a
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/14/health/abortion-fears-experiences-us-women-kff/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/aug/11/child-rape-survivors-abortion-ban
https://19thnews.org/2024/08/women-views-abortion-rights-survey/
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/womens-health/abortion-women-reproductive-age-oppose-restrictions-survey-rcna166261
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/abortion-experiences-knowledge-attitudes-among-u-s-women-2024-womens-health-survey/
https://www.axios.com/2024/04/06/abortion-amendment-november-2024-elections-states-map
https://www.usnews.com/news/elections/articles/2024-08-09/what-happens-to-abortion-access-under-trump-vs-harris
https://www.wsj.com/us-news/abortion-pill-parties-shipping-148e3c15
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/06/nx-s1-5037750/abortion-pills-bans-telehealth-mail-mifepristone-misoprostol
https://kansasreflector.com/2024/08/11/telehealth-abortion-still-on-the-rise-especially-in-states-with-shield-laws-report-shows/


STATE NEWS 
 

●​ [AZ] Abortion access will officially be on Arizona’s ballot in November, ABC News - Link 
 

●​ Florida pregnant women, some bleeding or in labor, among those turned away from 
ERs despite federal law, NBC News Miami - Link 

 
●​ [ID] Punitive abortion policies aren’t reducing abortions. Maybe that’s not the intent, 

Idaho Statesman - Link 
 

●​ Indiana attorney general drops suit over privacy of Ohio girl who traveled for 
abortion, Associated Press - Link 

 
●​ Missouri voters will decide whether to legalize abortion in November, Missouri 

Independent - Link 
 

●​ [NY] Court to decide if 'abortion' will be included in New York's equal rights 
amendment, WRGB ABC News - Link 

 
●​ [OH] Decision on constitutionality of Ohio's six-week abortion ban to come later this 

month, Statehouse News Bureau - Link 
 

●​ [SD] Secretary of State certifies abortion amendment for November ballot, SDPB Radio 
- Link 

 
●​ Texas women denied abortions for ectopic pregnancies file complaints against 

hospitals. USA Today - Link 
 

●​ Virginia Democrats do not support infanticide, but here’s why Trump keeps saying 
they do, Virginia Mercury - Link 

○​ Deeper Dive: Rhetoric versus reality: Addressing common misconceptions about 
abortion: Setting the record straight on eight reproductive health-related areas that 
are rife with disinformation, from ‘partial-birth abortion’ to ‘heartbeat’ bills, Virginia 
Mercury - Link 

 
●​ Wisconsin Capitol Police decline to investigate leak of state Supreme Court abortion 

order, ABC News - Link 
 

●​ How West Virginia misled its citizens on abortion rights, West Virginia Watch - Link 
 

 

Explore the AMSA Reproductive Health Project ​
Find news, tips, tools, opportunities  & more!​

Sign-up Here for AMSA Repro Project Updates 
 
In solidarity & with AMSA love,  
Anna, Jeff, Aliye & Becky 
 
Please send your comments and suggestions to rhp@amsa.org  
Explore AMSA’s bi-monthly magazine The New Physician 
 

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/abortion-access-officially-arizonas-ballot-november/story?id=112793429
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/dozens-of-pregnant-women-some-bleeding-or-in-labor-being-turned-away-from-ers-despite-federal-law/3390196/
https://www.idahostatesman.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article290989820.html#storylink=cpy
https://apnews.com/article/abortion-indiana-ohio-lawsuit-dismissed-0957e66d6f89d6f0eff9ddc08fbaeade
https://missouriindependent.com/2024/08/13/missouri-voters-will-decide-whether-to-legalize-abortion-in-november/
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/court-to-decide-if-abortion-will-be-included-in-new-yorks-equal-rights-amendment-womensrights-rights-voting-language-words-health-care-pregnancy-
https://www.statenews.org/government-politics/2024-08-13/decision-on-constitutionality-of-ohios-six-week-abortion-ban-to-come-later-this-month
https://www.sdpb.org/politics/2024-08-14/secretary-of-state-certifies-abortion-amendment-for-november-ballot
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/08/12/ectopic-pregnancies-texas-complaints-hospitals/74773693007/
https://virginiamercury.com/2024/08/13/virginia-democrats-do-not-support-infanticide-but-heres-why-trump-keeps-saying-they-do/
https://virginiamercury.com/2024/07/29/rhetoric-versus-reality-addressing-common-misconceptions-about-abortion/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/wisconsin-capitol-police-decline-investigate-leak-state-supreme-112775115
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/08/14/how-west-virginia-misled-its-citizens-on-abortion-rights/
https://www.amsa.org/learn/reproductive-health-project/
https://go.amsa.org/repro?_ga=2.229290524.1495642448.1667338823-1661941245.1667338823
mailto:rhp@amsa.org
https://www.amsa.org/publications/the-new-physician/

