
Summer Reading 2025 

~Non-Fiction Titles~ 
David and Goliath by Malcolm Gladwell 

(Social Science) 

Explore the power of the underdog in Malcolm Gladwell's dazzling examination of success, 

motivation, and the role of adversity in shaping our lives, from the bestselling author of The 

Tipping Point. 

 

Three thousand years ago on a battlefield in ancient Palestine, a shepherd boy felled a mighty 

warrior with nothing more than a stone and a sling, and ever since then the names of David and 

Goliath have stood for battles between underdogs and giants. David's victory was improbable 

and miraculous. He shouldn't have won. 

 

Or should he have? 

 

In David and Goliath, Malcolm Gladwell challenges how we think about obstacles and 

disadvantages, offering a new interpretation of what it means to be discriminated against, or 

cope with a disability, or lose a parent, or attend a mediocre school, or suffer from any number 

of other apparent setbacks. 

 

Gladwell begins with the real story of what happened between the giant and the shepherd boy 

those many years ago. From there, David and Goliath examines Northern Ireland's Troubles, 

the minds of cancer researchers and civil rights leaders, murder and the high costs of revenge, 

and the dynamics of successful and unsuccessful classrooms—all to demonstrate how much of 

what is beautiful and important in the world arises from what looks like suffering and adversity. 

 

In the tradition of Gladwell's previous bestsellers—The Tipping Point, Blink, Outliers and What 

the Dog Saw—David and Goliath draws upon history, psychology, and powerful storytelling to 

reshape the way we think of the world around us. 

​
Awards and Recognition 

●​ Audie Award Winner for Nonfiction (2014) 

●​ Goodreads Choice Awards Nominee for Readers' Favorite Nonfiction (2013) 

Family Discussion Topics 

 

*Please note: The book includes quoted language reflecting racist attitudes, including 
the N-word, shared in real-life experiences to highlight the impact of racism. 

 

All summaries are taken/adapted from summaries provided by www.goodreads.com.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QyHqi4WW633BvH70Tl95rImMa4U0lTagQAwtiZSIl1A/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50833559-home-before-dark?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=zUemCZ7O2w&rank=1

