
Engage & Connect: 10+ Activities to Strengthen Teacher-Student Relationships 
All Year Long 

2025 Good Teaching Conference (South) 
👉 Link to this Doc: bit.ly/4bcr08T  
🖥️ Link to Slides: bit.ly/41oxC0w  

  
Session Objective 
Today I will: explore 10 + activities to help me engage & connect my students. 
So that I can: establish & maintain a good impression to build relational capacity with my students. 
I’ll know if I got it if: I can use or adapt at least one of these activities this year. 

 

10 Ways to Get to Know Your 
Students 

Notes: 

Get to Know Me Scavenger 
Hunt with Flippity.net 

●​ Sample Intro Video 
●​ Flippity.net 
●​ David’s Scavenger Hunt: 

bit.ly/MeetRivas21  
 

 

Padlet Intros 
●​ Inspired by Dr. Catlin 

Tucker’s 2018 blog post 
●​ Our Temp Check 
●​ Padlet.com 
●​ Sample 1 & Sample 2 

 

 

Name Tents 
●​ Direction Slides 
●​ Tee-Shirt Template | 

Sample 
●​ Vanity Plate Template  
●​ Bento Box (tweet 1 & 

tweet 2) 
 

 

Animated Introductions 
●​ Adobe Express for 

Education 
●​ Tutorial Video 
●​ Sample 
●​ Ugly Sweater 

 

 

Snowball Fight Intros/ Review 
●​ Ready to go slide deck 

with template, directions, 
and sample 

 

https://bit.ly/4bcr08T
https://bit.ly/41oxC0w
https://youtu.be/SHYf2rUFZjY
https://www.flippity.net/
https://bit.ly/MeetRivas21
https://catlintucker.com/
https://catlintucker.com/
https://catlintucker.com/2018/07/selfie-icebreaker/
https://bit.ly/nice2meet22
https://padlet.com/
https://padlet.com/drivas/5ieezplx9kb3
https://padlet.com/drivas/hv3cppo2fm9e
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bWZ1wpQHAB5_vfI_M_5t6J9tHV1hK-QYZ_iWvoTFRD4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1L834R7beZRy38Zjgf0iWLL62kEPeaht2XRErOYnCpcg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JLpApwYhtBomYSbQe51GjQbJBbu1e3WwahzhCLdoP0o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1a88Otd_FcLeS6sOBFNTMPgk9VgkjXL6y7hde16idLVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://twitter.com/skiandsurf1964/status/1385315764270510080?s=20
https://twitter.com/JohannMundy/status/1428531623381798912?s=20
https://www.adobe.com/education/express/
https://www.adobe.com/education/express/
https://youtu.be/1RYSWa49Vb4?si=p3hPOtPVF8iTZzjc
https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:feddfd57-ba33-4617-9734-2f6c46a334e1?invite=true&accept=true&promoid=Z2G1FQKR&mv=other
https://new.express.adobe.com/new?learn=exercise%3Aexpress%2Fhow-to%2Fin-app%2Fdesign-an-ugly-sweater%3A-1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17rW62VvtTK8jqUbt7_piBC3D65Mgf6jAG1-cxUDDaek/edit?usp=sharing


Exploding Box Intros 
Template 1 
 

 

Who is Telling the Truth? 
A variation of two truths and a lie 

●​ Directions & samples 

 

[Making] Words with Friends  
A variation of Scrabble & Words 
with Friends 

●​ Directions 
●​ Digital Template 

 

Google Slides Scavenger Hunt 
(Dr. Catlin Tucker) 

●​ Template 
●​ Sample (made by a 5th 

grader) 

 

16 Personalities Test 
●​ Test: .16personalities.com 
●​ David’s Personality 
●​ Reflection Activity 1 
●​ Reflection Activity 2 

 

SMART Goal Design 
●​ Template 

 

 

All About Me Playlist 
●​ Template & Directions 

(Force Copy) 
●​ 30-Song Challenge 
●​ Soundtrack of Your Life 

 

 

Mini Motivational Posters 
●​ Directions and Template 
●​ getemoji.com  
●​ emojipedia.org  

 

 

But wait… There’s more! 
 
 

Over 20 GTKY Activities from me → bit.ly/nice2meetu2  
Relationship Building From Day 1  
6 Ways to Get to Know Your Students  

 
Contact Info: David Rivas | drivas@avhsd.org | daviderivas.com | YouTube | 

mrdaviderivas.bksy.social | @mrdaviderivas  
 

Sign up for my new monthly newsletter: bit.ly/EduStew4U  
 

 

https://www.templatemaker.nl/en/exploding-box/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1u1JFQVrK_Qh05AtVd6XdBXxu6GhEAepwsOjyVFXr4iE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RgwScJ8EYqF2VbTZK8MNLtZAYStGH1JSegOUVrOxmlY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1du72Hb4KRBxvNJ4RwrwxjttYLkwXbVVkMsNs-8FSR08/edit?usp=sharing
https://catlintucker.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1veTZrKRSj3EV-y0d9A3K557cYQ2vYCKC8BjgHz2dzCw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iq4rv62XmxyZQ8mSQ7XXHzwmdxeVUyRNxL6WRa9XgHY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.16personalities.com/
https://www.16personalities.com/enfp-personality
https://www.thenationalcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/16Personalities-Self-Reflection.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17jUcb0AOZSDA2h_GwUeGYlykzX1EIn3P/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kMCnHXu0E_Tih6f_iYTRjsiU8DL5SGO28FIquChAWLY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DqO7s3ccgKCuehXZ50VPjtdJjXvjnr3aBtNp1rtlywU/copy?usp=sharing
https://whatever.scalzi.com/2020/04/20/a-30-day-song-challenge-in-one-day/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YQVlxEOq_JMdsapoksaUC4CnGdpyi1V8Rbza2M-DIho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19rsvKsZF_RFVkDqsVtdACOyITiYPOXg_mwwUF0SWzFc/edit?usp=sharing
https://getemoji.com/
https://emojipedia.org/
http://bit.ly/nice2meetu2
https://www.edutopia.org/article/relationship-building-day-1
https://www.edutopia.org/article/6-ways-get-know-your-students-and-build-classroom-community
mailto:drivas@avhsd.org
http://daviderivas.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC7ndH_MYnsGf3uPQSg7pyA
https://bit.ly/EduStew4U

