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Honey 
 
Still Going strong: 
 
 
It was said that there were three things that Aristotle did not understand: 
 
Teach agus imeacht na taoide, 
Obair na mbeach  
Agus intinn na mbann 
 
As Bearla 
 
The coming and going of the tides 
The work of the bees 
And the mind of a woman 
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Bees and Honey. 
 
In Stanley Vickery's memoir of growing up with his grandparents in the 1830s in Mullogh he 
refers to metheglin and to the country as being ideal for honey production.  A number of 
people in the area kept bees, Johnny Shannon, Ahagouna, farmer and sextant to St. James 
from the 1920s to the 1950s.  Nelius Scully in Lower Gearhameen in the 1930s.  He and his 



brother occupied one of the houses on land owned by Dick Tobin1 of Kilcrohane.   
 
The Bohane family once farmed  extensively at the Cummer Farm on the border of 
Clashadoo and Brahalish.  They, like many before, were defeated at trying to work this 
difficult land.  They relocated to a small farm in Upper Brahanlish and had extensive hives. 
 
The hives used were made of straw, an example is at Letetia and the late Tommy Camier’s 
museum at Gortnagrough, Ballydehob made by in 1875 by George Copithorn of Kilbarry, 
Dunmanway. 
.. 

1 From John Tobin. Dick Tobin mentioned in the Vickery attachment was my father. I own the property 
mentioned in Lower Gearhameen and the house that Neilus Scully lived in. 
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A staple of the fare at Vickery's Hotel in Bantry was combs of honey. 
 



1830s  Vickery2 household, Molloch, Parish of Durrus, Bantry: 
 
The house was a two storey one with slated roof.  There was rough comfort with turf fires.  
Wood was dug out of the bog sufficient to make rafters for the outhouses, oak as black as 
jet.  There was a resinous wood found in great plenty out of which when dry they made good 
torches which were often used instead of a candle.  In 2008 there were still quantities of bog 
oak in the nearby Clonee bog. 

 

Bacon hanging from the kitchen rafters, potatoes in their prime, with oatmeal porridge, 
wholemeal bread, milk and butter and honey in abundance.  It was the finest honey 
country around with the hill tops covered in native heath and the fields in red clover. 

 

After killing the fatted cow, the rough fat was melted and used in the making of candles 
usually by the slow process of dipping.  A good washing potash lye was made from ashes of 
burnt furze.  Starch was made from the farina of potatoes.  A kind of tea was made from a 
certain kind of mint, china tea being a luxury forming often times a valued present from well 
to do friends.  A sweet and mild alcoholic drink was brewed from honey called 
metheglin (spiced mead). 
 

2 Memoirs of James Stanley Vickery, written c 1889 Australia, his parent died in Skibbereen from 
cholera about 1830 so he and his orphaned sister were brought up by their Vickery grandparents 
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Words in Irish in everyday speech:3 
 
Cunsog, nest of honey bees 
Mí na meala, honeymoon 
Garbhóg, bees nest in a ditch 
 
Straw4 Hives: 
 

●​ Master Hurley learned about the husbandry of bees (when he came to live in 
Kilcrohane) from Denis McCarthy Farranamanagh, Kilcrohane (died 1952 aged 82 
yrs). All his hives were made of straw. His son Jer McCarthy ('Jer Denis') was still 
working at straw hives at 90 yrs of age when he died in 1999. 

1931 Master Hurley, Kilcrohane 

 

4 Courtesy JOhn Tobin. 

3Irish in Durrus 1930s from Seosamh Ó Drisceoil, (Joe O’Driscoll), (1923-2015), NT, Dunbeacon, 
Durrus, West Cork and 
others..https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dLSWVUsYRVa2ViKqOHyj5sl6Plz-tzLLVgpQgU3gvQM/
edit 
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I wrote an article about the manufacturing process of straw hives some time ago for relatives 
in Canada and I attach an excerpt from it below.. 
 



" They used to keep bees. The hives were of traditional construction and made of straw. The 
process of construction was started with the procurement of briars as long as 10ft in length. 
These were placed under a rick of oat straw for the winter and left to season. In the Spring, 
the thorns were removed and the stems split, the cork/pith removed and the strands 
quartered. Then you had a flexible and very durable thong about 6 to 10ft in length. Straw 
was twisted to make a long rope about 2 inches thick. This was then used to construct the 
conical bee hives by weaving the rope concentrically and securing it in place with the briar 
thongs. When finished it was strong, waterproof and the bees loved it. To get the honey at 
the end of summer, they would smother the bees by suffocating them with smoke or 
smouldering sulphur. The honey was then recovered from the hive and shared with family 
and neighbours. Each hive produced several swarms during the summer and they would 
always keep several hives over the winter in order to ensure continuity of stocks of bees for 
the next year." 
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1867 Price of Honey: 
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1898 Irish Bee Keepers Association: 
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1893: 
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1896: 
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1896 Kinsale Show: 
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1900: 
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1902: 
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1905 West Cork Horticultural Society Summer Show at Hollybrook, Skibbereen, 
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1913 Glengariff Show: 
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1915: 
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1920: 
 

. 
 
1920 Carbery Show: 
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1921 Skibbereen5: 
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1922 auction Methodist Minister, Skibbereen: 
 

5 Looks very like Peadar Ó h-Anracháin an editor of the Southern Star 
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1926 Carbery Show: 
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1930 Bandon: 
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1936 Clonakilty: 
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1938 Durrus Show: 
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1939 Carbery Show 
 

 
 



 
 
 
1939 Durrus Show: 
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John E.Shannon here had a little shop around Brahalish in Durrus. 
.. 
David Hurley commented on Honey in West Cork 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vOP6XpcRtATDw60bfSf8wvceE3xcPEW3Vvg7
FwTp65s/edit Honey Still Going strong: It was … 

My grandfather, Michael Hurley, also kept bees. He was the 'Master' in Kilcrohane school, 
and a close neighbour of Dick Tobin who is mentioned in your piece. 

 
.. 

https://durrushistory.com/2022/03/03/honey-in-west-cork/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vOP6XpcRtATDw60bfSf8wvceE3xcPEW3Vvg7FwTp65s/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vOP6XpcRtATDw60bfSf8wvceE3xcPEW3Vvg7FwTp65s/edit
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Southern Star 1st December 1945 
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